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ARTICLE L 

HomoBopAthic Medical Society of the State of New York. Proceedings of the FiOeenth 

Annual Meeting. 

The Society met pursuant to statute, in the Common Council room, 
at the City Hall, Albany, February 13, 1866. 

The meeting was called to order at half-past 10 a. m., by the Presi- 
dent, Dr. A. P. Cook, who proceeded to deliver the following intro- 
ductory address: 

Gentlemen of (he Society: I thank you for the honor you have 
conferred, in calling me to preside over your deliberations. The 
advantages derived by medical men from such an organization as 
this are various and important. Not least among these, I consider 
the opportunity afforded by this re-union of forming pleasant acquaint- 
ances and of explaining slight misunderstandings that might other- 
wise lead to permanent estrangement among parties that here find 
themselves equally zealous in labors for our cause. But all this, 
important as it must be, is of minor consequence compared with the 
scientific advantages resulting to the community from a meeting to 
which, it is to be hoped, each member is prepared to contribute his 
share for the common benefit. Thus shall we be enabled to present 
to the State a medical history of the era, which shall have an import- 
ant bearing on the treatment of disease, and result in a more intelli- 
gent practice of the healing art by the profession generally. 

The brief continuance of the annual session of our Society is much 
to be regretted. There is no valid reason why our business should 
be hurried through with such haste as has hitherto been the case, 
allowing scarcely sufficient time for the reading of short abstracts of 
reports received from county societies, and none for the discussion of 
the subjects embraced in them, however great may be their import- 
ance on account of their bearing upon the nature and treatment of 
prevalent and wide spreading diseases. I have heard the strongest 
expressions of regret at the short period of time devoted to our meet- 
ing, from those delegates who, coming from the most remote parts 
of the State, might be supposed to be in the greatest haste to return 
to their homes and practice. I believe, that if the annual sessions 
were prolonged, the additional time thus gained could be improved, 

[Assem. No. 190.] 1 
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not only to the good of the delegates in attendance, but also, through 
them, to the members of the societies they respectively represent. 
There can be no difficulty in rendering our meetings sufficiently at- 
tractive to command the presence of delegates for a period beyond 
that to. which they have heretofore been restricted. At every ses- 
sion, questions of interest are suggested by reports received, upon 
which free discussion would be well adapted to throw additional 
light, by calling out an amount of personal experience which could, 
perhaps, in no other way be elicited. Questions also, might be pro- 
pounded for discussion, bearing on the etiology, character, phe- 
nomena, diagnosis and treatment of any epidemic which may have 
recently prevailed within the limits of the State, and to which neigh- 
boring or even remote localities may be in danger. An epidemic 
which suddenly presents itself after a long interval has elapsed since 
its previous appearance, claiins the. attention of every physician, 
either by its wide-spread prevalence or the mortality attending it. 

Other questions for discussion may relate to the therapeutical ap- 
plication and value of new remedies which are constantly augment- 
ing the list of our materia medica. It is chiefly from an extended 
and careful observation of the eflfects of remedies administered for 
the diseases to which they are appropriate, that a knowledge of their 
true remedial powers and the particular circumstances under which 
they are exhibited can be acquired. Whatever, therefore, has a ten- 
dency to elicit the experience of the largest number of physicians 
practicing in different sectiona of the State, in the use of remedies 
with which the profession generally are not familiar, should be en- 
couraged. It is, in fact, a most effectual means of augmenting our 
remedial resources and of enabling us to employ our acquisitions for 
the greatest benefit of those placed under our medical care. There- 
fore, let no personal likes or dislikes be allowed to disturb profes- 
sional organization, give rise to dissension, and prevent concert of 
action and mutual good feeling. Let us all endeavor to instil new 
life into our county. State and national organizations. 

The committee on credentials, Drs. Wright and Fellows, reported 
the following gentlemen present: 

Pei'manent Members, 

Drs. Jacob Beakley New York. 

C. William Boyce J Auburn. 

Lyman Clary. Syracuse. 

Abijah P.Cook Hudson. 

B. F. Cornell Moreau Station. 

H. Barton Fellows Sennett. 

' S.S.Guy..-- Brooklyn. 
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R D. Jones Albany- 

A. R Morgan SyracQfie. 

Henry D. Paine New York. 

H. M. Paine Albany. 

L. M. Pratt Albany. 

Horatio Robinson Auburn. 

John -Sarle North Granville. 

William S. Searle Troy. 

T. DwightStow Fulton. 

L. B. Wells Utica. 

WillUm Wright Brooklyn. 

Delegates from the Connecticut State Homceopathic Medical Society. 

Drs. Elial T. Foote, of New Haven. 
E. C. Sandford, of Bridgeport. 

Delegate from the Masaachtisetts Ilomceopathic Medical Society. 
Dr. William F. Jackson, of Boxbury. 

Delegates from County Medical Societies. 

Drs. J. W. Cox, Albany Albany County Medical Society. 

J. &Delavan, " " ** 

W. H.Randcl, " " " 

D.Springsteed," " ** 

E. P. K. Smith. Auburn Cayuga County Medical Society. 

Charles E. Swift, "... " 

Philip W. Mull, Ghent ColumJMa County Medical Society. 

S. C. Hanford, Brooklyn Kings County Medical Society. 

Charles Sumner, Rochester. Monroe County Medical Society. 

J. W. Mitchell, Npw York. « New York County Medical Society. 
L. de V. Wilder, ** . . 

Harrison Willis, Clinton Oneida County Medical Society. 

O. S. Wood, Canandaigua. . Ontario County Medical Society. 

W. Henry Hoyt, Syracuse.. Onondaga County Medical Society. 

J. P. Bloss, Troy Rensselaer County Med. Society. 

M. W. Campbell, Troy ** <* 

C. H. Carpenter, ** " ** 

W. E. Rogers, Rexford Flats Saratoga County Medical Society. 

F. W. Ingalls, Kingston Ulster County Medical Society. 

E. R Heath, Palmyra Wayne County Medical Society. 

M. F. Sweeting.South Butler ** " 

H. J. Ward, North Granville Washington County Med. Society. 

L. W. Plagg, Yonkers Westchester County Med.- Society. 

The reading of the minutes of the previous meeting was dispensed 
with. 

The following gentlemen, proposed at the la^ meeting, were 
elected honorary members of the Society: 
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Drs. Elial T. Foote New Haven, Connecticut. 

Samuel Gregg Boston, Massachusetts. 

Charles D. Harris Madison, Wisconsin. 

William E. Payne Bath, Maine. 

Francis Sims .,. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

David S. Smith Chicago, Illinois. 

The following gentlemen were elected permanent members of the 
Society: 

Drs. Albert Wrightl Brooklyn, Kings county. 

J ohn F. Gray New York, New York county. 

Edwin M. Kellogg *i t u 

Benjamin F. Bowers " " 

John Sarle North Granville, Washington Co. 

W. G. Wolcott Whitehall, 

Samuel J. Pearsall Saratoga, Saratoga county. 

William H. Watson Utica, Oneida county. 

M. M. Gardner Holland Patent, Oneida county. 

T. Dwight Stow Fulton, Oswego county. 

Ethan A. Potter Oswego, " 

A. R. Morgan Syracuse, Onondaga county.- 

G. B. Palmer — East Hamilton, Madison county. 

Horatio Robinson, Sr Auburn, Cayuga county. 

Edwin R. Heath Palmvra, Wayne county. 

L. M. Kenyon Buflalo, Erie county. 

Drs. Beakley, of New York, Smith, of Auburn, and Randel, of 
Albany, were appointed a nominating committee. 

The Treasurer, Dr. L. B. Wells, presented his annual report of 
receipts and expenditures for the -fiscal yeaf ending February 13, 
1866, as follows: 

The Treasurer of the Hoinceopathic Medical Society, of the State 
of New York, would respectfully present the following report: 

Receipts. 
Received from the treasurers of the following named county socio* 
ties, since February 13, 1865: ^ 

Albany county, 1865... $3 50 

Cayuga county, 1865 ^ 5 50 

Columbia county, 1865 j 3 50 

Erie county, 1865 6 00 

Kings county, 1864 : 10 00 

Livingston county, 1864 3 00 

New York county, 1865 7 00 
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Onondaga county, 1865 7 50 

Ontario county, 186$ *.. 4 00 

Oswego county, 1865 -\ 4 50 

Rensselaer county, 1864 1 50 

Saratoga county, 1864 3 OO 

Steuben county 5 oO 

Wasliington county, 1864 -, 3 00 

Wayne county, 1865 4 50 

Westchester county, 1865 4 00 

Rensselaer county, 1865 1 5 oO 

Westchester county, 1866 5 00 

Kingscounty, 1865 20 00 

Washington county, 1865 4 00 



$109 50 



Expenditures. 

Balance due the Treasurer Feb. 15, 1866 $5 94 

Paid for telegram to New Haven 2 32 

•for advertising notice in Evening Journal 2 25 

to Janitor and Marshal of City Hall 5 00 

for printing notices of meeting 3 50 

for telegram to Hudson 1 20 

Dalton and Kibbee, account 9 02 

Recording Secretary's account, Jan. 6 15 00 

Sept. 22 10 00 

Charles Van Benthuyseu, account in part 6 00 

L. C. Childs, bill of printing, Nov. 17 3 50 

Recording Secretary's account, Nov. 24 10 00 

Nov. 27 • 10 00 

for portfolio 75 

for postage, envelopes and stationery, by Treasurer. 10 05 

express charges . ;, 60 

balance due Dr. H. M. Paine, not included above 7 l7 

balance due Dr, H. M. Paine 69 

additional postage 06 

for telegram to Syracuse 40 

expenses to Syracuse on committee business 2 20 

Dr. H. B. Fellows, bill of expenditures 4 10 



$109 75 



Amount received from permanent members, and delegates 

from homoeopathic county medical societies $90 50 

Received by the Secretary 7 17 

c 
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Amount from county societies $109 50 

' $207 17 

Expenditures 109 75 

Balance $97 4» 

L. B. WELLS, 

Treasurer. 

The treasurer's report was accepted and referred to an auditing 
committee consisting of Drs. W. S. Searle, B. F. Cornell and Charles 
Sumner. 
The committee soon presented the following report: 
The undersigned appointed to audit the accounts of the treasurer^ 
report that, having examined the receipts and accompanying vouchers 
and compared them -with the recorded acts of the treasurer^ they 
find them correct. 

W. S. SEARLE, 
B. r. CORNELL, 
CHARLES SUMNEE, 

CommMee. 

Dr. Searle moved that the report of the treasurer, for ike year 
1865, be adopted. Carried. 

Dr. H. D. Paine called the attention of the Society to the fact that 
there were several gentlemen present who were members of other 
State Societies. 

Drs. E. T. Foot of Connecticut, and Jackson of Massachnsetts, 
were introduced as delegates from the Homoeopathic Societies of 
their respective States. 

Dr. Foot of New Haven, spoke at .length, alluding to the relations 
between the two Schools. He had found the best method of making 
conversions to the new method of practice was by kindness. He had 
been the oldest member but one of the Allopathic Medical Society 
of this State, and he felt much pleased that, at the advanced age of 
three score years and ten, he was enabled to appear and speak before 
.the State Homoeopathic Medical Society. 'He thought that the ad- 
herents of the new system here were strong enough to make them- 
selves felt and .5till remain on terms of good feeling and friendship 
with the gentlemen of the old school. 

Dr. Jackson of Roxbury, JMass., spoke as follows: 

Mr. President: Allow me in behalf of the Ma«.sachusetts Homoeo- 
pathic Medical Society, to thank you for the complimentary manner 
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in which you hare been pleased to refer to it, and at the same time 
to assure j'^ou that the feeling of interest and respect which you have 
just expressed is fully reciprocated. The relations which exist be> 
tween this Society and that which I have the honor to represent, are 
more close perhaps than of any other societies. This is due in a 
great measure to the efforts of your late President, and to Dr. L T. 
Talbot of Boston* I regret sincerely that Dr. Talbot was not able 
to attend this convention as it was bis wish to do, but his business 
arrangements were such as to render it impracticable. 

The custom of appointing delegates to this and to the several 
societies of New England, is now fully established — ^a custom which 
if carried out will, I think, be of great advantage to all parties. I 
know that, in the case of our own Society, we have been aroused to 
greater exertion to prepare for the annual and semi-annual meetings, 
knowing that delegates from your Society would be present. I 
know, too, that they have been cordially welcomed and earnestly 
listened to in their reports of the progress of our cause in your State, 
and words of encouragement to us which they have been pleased to 

I find by referring to the published Transactions of your last 
annual meeting, that Dr. Talbot gave you an account of the rise and 
progress of homoeopathy in Massachusetts. Having been engaged 
in writing the histoiy of our Society, I will give you a few figures in 
reference to it The Society was chartered and organized in 1856, 
and at that time consisted of fifty-one members, of whom only thirty- 
three were active. In the ten years which have since elapsed, sixty- 
five members have been added, of whom fifty are now active, making 
a total of eighty-eight active members. To one acquainted with the 
peculiarities of Massachusetts people, and the opposition we have 
•met, this result is highly satisfactory. At no time have the acces- 
sions to our numbers been greater than at present, and the future is 
still richer in promise. The attendance on our meetings is large, and 
a growing interest in them is manifest on the part of the members. 

Several gentlemen connected with our Society commenced last 
month the publication of a medical journal, copies of which I pre- 
siune have been circulated among the members here. It is not 
intended to supplant the quarterlies, but to afford an opportunity for 
the publication of the lighter literature of the fraternity. From the 
character of the gentlemen interested in it, it will doubtless prove 
successful and a credit to homoeopathy. 

Allow me in conclusion, sir, to thank you for your cordial invitsr 
tion to participate in the deliberations of this meeting. Should any- 
thing of interest or importance recur to me, I shall be most happy 
to avail myself of the opportunity. I trust that I shall have the 
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pleasure of seeing delegates from this Society at oar annual meeting^ 
in April. , 

Dr. S. S. Guy moved that the gentlemen present of the homoeo- . 
pathic medical profession, not members of the Society, be invited 
to participate in tho proceedings. Adopted. 

Dr. Guy said that the Health Bill was now engrossing the atten- 
tion of the Legislature, and much excitement was manifested among 
medical men with reference to the appointments to be made. He 
moved that business be now suspended for the purpose of discussing ' 
the bill. 

Professor Beakley said it was well known that the only chance of 
homoeopathy being represented in the provisions of the Health Bill, 
lay in the success of the lower house, which would place the appoint- 
ments in the hands of the Governor. If that privilege should be 
exercised by the upper house, the friends of homceopathy need not 
hope for justice to their cause. 

Dr. Clary moved that a committee of three be appointed to draw 
up resolutions relative to the Health Bill. Adopted. 

Drs. Clary, Beakley and Guy, were appointed a conunittee to draw 
up said resolutions. 

Professor Beakley said that he was in favor of having a triennial 
meeting of the members of American Institute of Homoeopathy. 
He therefore moved that a committee be appointed to take the mat- 
ter into consideration. 

Prof. Beakley, Drs. L. Clary and H. D. Paine, were appointed 
such committee. 

Dr. E. T. Foote introduced his colleague. Dr. E. C. Sandford, of 
Bridgeport. 

Dr. H. M. Paine thought that a committee on statistics should be 
appointed. 

Dr. Fellows made a brief statement in favor of the suggestion. 

Dr. Morgan followed in some remarks and quoted the instance of 
the homoeopathic hospital in Pittsburg (for which twenty thousjand 
dollars had been raised by subscription) into which allopathic prac- 
titioners had been admitted, for the purpose of comparing the suc- 
cess of the two systems. 

Dr, Clary introduced Dr. Wilder of •the New York Evening Post 
Dr. Wilder said the members of the New York Sanitary Commis- 
sions had hitherto been appointed from among the most prejudiced 
parties of the old school. He thought the ideas of the homoeo- 
pathists, with regard to sanitary measures, were quite as good as 
those of the allopathists, and were fairly entitled to representation. 

Dr. Foot said physicians must show themselves in earnest if they 
wished to obtain the recognition of their rights. The oppressive 
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acts of the Legislature from allopathic inflaence, culminated in 
1840. Our adversaries are again attempting the same thing, but 
the people are awaking to the merits of our system. Urgent peti- 
tions for equal rights should be presented to the Legislature. We 
are taxed for the maintenance of all public institutions, but our 
patients cannot enjoy their benefits without submitting to a mode of 
treatment contrary to their own preferences. 

Dr. Hawley spoke of the relative political influence of homoeo- 
pathic and allopathic physicians. 

Prof. Beakley moved a vote of thanks to Dr. Wilder. Adopted. 

Dr. W. H. Sandell extended an invitation to the members of the 
Society to meet at his residence in the evening. The invitation was 
accepted by resolution. 

The usual annual address was delivered in the evening by the 
Hon. John Stanton Gould, on the subject, *'The Belation of Insanity 
to Bodily Disease." He was listened to by a highly interested and 
appreciative audience, and, at its conclusion, a vote of thanks to the 
orator was passed by the Society. 

A general discussion on medical topics followed, in the course of 
which Mr. Gould remarked, that the practice of abortion now so 
prevalent in the community, was particularly deserving the attention 
of physicians, inasmuch as they can do more than others to stay the 
progress of the evil. Man cannot utter the voice of warning in the 
ear of woman. Even clergymen are not at liberty to converse freely 
on this subject. Ladies can speak with their physicians without 
emb&rrassment, and it is the duty of all medical men to point out to 
them the guilt, as well as fearful physical dangers incurred by inter- 
fering with those natural laws established bya wise Providence, and 
to endeavor, by every means in their power, to put an end to this 
horrible practice. 

He had visited every county in the State during the last ten years 
for the purpose of studying the administration of justice and ascer- 
taining sources of crime. He had consulted with nearly all the 
leadins: physicians in each county, and they had brought to his 
knowledge the most astonishing facts with regard to the extent to 
which abortion is practiced in this State. The proof is full and 
complete that there were in some sections forty times as many appli< 
cations made to physicians to procure abortions during 1864, than 
in any preceding year. He was sorry to say that these applications 
were made, not only by those who were seeking in this way to hide 
their shame, but by respectable married women — members of 
churches — who had exhibited a want of conscience in this matter 
almost incredible. 

The existence of such a state of things is well calculated to call 
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for the most serious reflection. We have been accustomed to look 
to the mothers of the land for the moral and religious training of 
our children, from the conviction that the conscience of woman ia 
peculiarly tender, and shrinks intuitively from the commission of 
crime. We may well despa^ of the republic, if this reliance shall 
prove unfounded. 

His remarks were indorsed by the members present. 

Dr. Sandford said he found more trouble from this cause than 
anything else in his practice. The public mind needs a thorough 
education in regard to it. In Bridgeport, some time since, an 
eclectic physician made an attempt to procure abortion, which 
resulted in death. He conveyed the body a distance of two miles, 
placed it in the river, and fled from the city. He is now in full 
practice again. Homoeopathic physicians should take a straight 
forward course in such cases. 

Immediately following the adjournment of the session, the Socie- 
ty met at the drawing room of Dr. Bandell's residence, in Clinton 
Place, and passed an hour in conversation, which was agreeably in- 
terrupted by refreshments served up for the occasion. 

Eeports and Communications. 
Reports of Delegates to other State Societies. 
Homoeopathic Medical Society of the State of Connecticut: 

1. Report by Dr. William Wright. See Article XI. 

2. Report by Dr. W. S. Searle. See Article XL 
8. Report by Professor Beakley. 

Massachusetts Homoeopathic Medical^ Society: 

Report by Dr. H. D. Paine. 

He had attended two meetings during the year past, and was wel- 
comed with distinguished honor. He could speak with great satis- 
faction of their admirable organization, and facilities for transacting 
business. Foir the amount of business and social intercourse accom- 
plished in one day, he commended their example as worthy of imi- 
tation by this body. There was no huiiy — no clashing or jarring-»- 
the papers presented were all of a practical kind with but little 
theory; general harmony was apparent in all their actions. In fact, 
it was one of the most successful, enterprising, live societies,- with 
which he is acquainted. A vote of thanks was passed by that society 
for copies of transactions transmitted to them by this Society. 

Respecting the Protest of Dr. Fincke. 
The undersigned, a committee to whom was referred a paper on 
Homoeopathic Tocology, (read in part) by Dr. Fincke, before the State 
Homoeopathic Medical Society at the semi-annual meeting at Brooklyn, 
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October, 1864, and also, the protest of Dr. Fincke and the action of 
the Kings county society on the same subject, would re]port, 

That they have carefully examined the matter in question and hare 
arnred at the following conclusion: 

The committee do not see any necessity for further action, as the 
Society has alraady provided for the publication of articles read at 
any regular meeting or presented to the secretaiy. 

At the annual meeting of the State Society, held at Albany, May 
6, 1862, the following resolution offered by Dr. Henry D. Faine, was 
adopted: 

Resolved^ Tliat the various papers communicated at this meeting, 
and any that may hereafter be received by the secretary, bo referred 
to the committee of publication with authority to publish at their 
discretion. 

The fact of the appointment of a publishing committee implies a 
vested discretion as to the choice of matter for publication. . v 

The question would appear to be settled by usage from the fact 
that, in some cases, societies have niade special provision in their 
by-laws for any similar contingency. 

The Homceopathic Medical Society of the State of Illinois, pro- 
vided in this way for the publication of any paper by the vote of the 
majority, without the action of the committee of publication. 

Any further doubt in regard to this subject must be removed by^ 
a reference to the by-laws of our State Society. 

8tc, 9. ** Communications read before the Society become its pro- 
perty, to be deposited with its archives; but no paper shall be pub- 
lished as a part of the transaAions without having been submitted 
to the aetion of the publishing committee." 

The case seems so clear to the minds of your committee, that they 
would deem it unnecessary to make any report on the paper of Dr. 
Fincke, were it not for his protest and the action of the Kings county 
society thereon. 

It is manifest that both are predicated on a misapprehension in the 
minds of several members present at the meeting of the State Society 
in Brooklyn, as to the meaning and intention of that resolution. 

L.B. WELLS, 
L. CLARY, 
S. S. GUY, 

Committee. 

Respecting a Salary to he paid the Recording Secretary, 
The cominittee appointed " to devise means for the payment of a 

suitable salary to the recording secretary," beg leave to report. 
That having considered the subject, they are of the opinion that. at 

least one hundred and fifty dollars should be raised, and they would 
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earnestly recommend that it be increased to two hundred and fifty 
dollars annually, which is the sum paid to the secretary of the State 
Allopathic Medical Society. 

The committee would further recommend that the amount be 
raised by a pro rata assessment, based upon the official lists of mem- 
bership of the several county medical societies in this State, and that 
the treasurer of the State Society be authorized to apportion and 
collect this assessment, and as soon as practicable, pay^it to the sec- 
retary, taking his receipt therefor. 

S. S. GUY, 
L. B. WELLS, 
A. R. MORGAN, 

Committee^ 
On motion, the report was adopted, and the treasurer was re- 
quested to comply with the recommedtdations therein contained, 

Oommuntcations. 
Dr. C. W. Boyce, entitled ** Epidemic Dysentery in Cayuga county." 
Dr. W. S. Searle, entitled " The Utility of Bichloride of Platinum 
in the Treatment of Necrosis and Caries." 

Dr. J. Beaklfey, entitled ** Tumor on the Inferior Maxillary bone 
cured by Hydrastis, Arsenicum, and Carbo veg." 

The case was that of a man sixty years of age, who presented him- 

filf at tfie surgical clinic of the Homoeopathic College of New York, 
he tumor had attained the size of an orange, and had been treated 
by an allopathic surgeon with iodine, both internally and externally. 
Then a seton was applied, which caused sloughing to such an extent 
' that the pulsations of the parotid artefy were distinctly perceptible. 
It was attended with extreme fcBtor, very nauseating to the students 
who sat near, Arsenicum and carb6 veg. were prescribed, to be 
taken each three days in alternation. At the end of the second 
week, evident improvement had taken place. As the college was 
not in session during the second week, on account of the holidays, 
he attended Dr. Parker's clinic, who pronounced it scirrhus, " for 
which nothing could be done; said he would soon die of heemor- 
rhage. He now returneSl to the college and received hydrastis. At 
the end of the fourth week, the excoriation was nearly filled and the 
sore almost wholly cicatrized. He considers the case a triumphant 
vindication of our law. The effect %( carbo veg. and arsenicum was 
to remove the foetor, and of hydrastis, to promote granulation. 

Prof. Beakley also narrated a case of hydrocele in a lad eleven 
years of age, that had been six months under the care of an allo- 
pathic physician. He had prescribed iodine internally and exter- 
nally without effect, and then resorted to the use of the seton. 
Apis corrected the high-colored and scanty discharge of urine in the 
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com-se of a week, and one drop of the tincture of digitalis, three 
times a daj for three weeks, removed every vestige of the disease. 

Dr. S. S. Gaj, entitled ^'Chloroform a^ an Anaosthetic in Accouohe- 
ment" 

Dr. Foot cited two instances in which he had known death to 
ensue after the use of chloroform in the extraction of teeth. 

Dr. Guy said that, in the early part of his experience, he had met 
with unpleasant effects from the use of impure chloroform, and found 
it to contain a trace of fusil oil. He considers that a patient should 
be examined, with reference to disease of the heart, before the ad- 
ministration of chloroform. If the heart were in an abnormal state, 
he should hesitate to administer it. 

Dr. A. R Morgan, entitled *' The Appointment of Homoeopathic 
Physicians for Medical Examiners by Life Insurance Companies." 
Also, ''The Relative Mortality in Homoeopathic and Allopathic 
Hospitals." 

Dr. W. S. Searle, entitled " History of the Introduction and Pro- 
gress of Homoeopathy in Rensselaer county." 

Dr. B. F. Cornell, entitled " Clinical Cases." 

Dr. H. B. Fellows, entitled " Clinical Cases." 

Dr.. Charles Cropper, entitled ** Speciality in Medicine." * 

Dr. J. W. Mitchell, entitled ** Second Annual Report of the New 
York Woman's Infirmary Association," 

Dr. J. C. Raymond, entitled ''Clinical Cases." 

Dr. B. W. James, entitled "Protoxide of Nitrogen as an 
Anaesthetic." 

Dr. S. O. Sciidder, entitled " Gunshot Wounds." ^ 

Dr. E. R Heath, entitled " Materia Medica." 

Dr. O. S. Wood, entitled " Peritoneal Tuberculosis." 

Reaolvtions adopted. 
By Dr. S. S. Guy : 

Resolved^ That the members of the Homoeopathic Medical Society 
of the State of New York, now in session, are in favor of an efficient 
and economical health law for the Metropolitan District of New York. 

Resolved^ That we consider the bill now pending before the As- 
sembly as highly liberal and just in its provisions ; we accordingly 
give it our cordial approval and commendation. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be transmitted to the 
Speaker of the Assembly. 
By Dr. W. Wright : 

Resolved^ That Drs. £. D. Jones and EL M. Paine be appointed a 
committee to present to the Governor the memorial signed by the 
officers and members of the Society in attendance at this meeting, 
requesting that at least one of the physicians comprising the Metro- 
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politan Sanitary Commission may be selected from the ranks of the 
homceopathic profession. 

In compliance with these instructions, the committee addressed 
the following memorial to 

His Excellency, Hon. Beuben E. Fbnton, Governor of the State of 
^ew York: 

The undersigned, members of the Homoeopathic Medical Society 
of the State of New York, beg leave respectfully to represent: 

That the Legislature has enacted a law requiring the appointment 
by the Governor, of three physicians, who, in connection with police 
commissioners, shall constitute a health commission for the sanitary 
regulation and government of the Metropolitan Sanitary District of 
this State. 

Your memorialists further represent : 

That a very large proportion of the residents of said district are 
patrons of the regular homoeopathic system of practice; and, that a 
very large proportion of the expenses of said commission will be 
paid by adherents of the homoeopathic school; and, that of necessity, 
a large number of persons who desire homoeopathic treatment will 
come under the control of said commissioners ; 

We, therefore, most earnestly pray that your Excellency will ap- 
point one or more homoeopathic practitioners of the homoeopathic 
school for members of said commission. 

Dr. A. p. cook, President of the Society, President of the Oolambift Ooub^ 

Hom<Bopathio Medical Society. 
BEN J. F. CORNELI^, First Vioe-Preeident, President of the Saratoga 

County Homoeopathic Medioal Society. 
BEl^J. F. BOWERS, Second Vice-President, President of the Kew.York 

County Homceopathic Medical Society. 
H. M. PAINE, Recording Secretary, Secretary of thb Albany County Ho- 
moeopathic Medical Society. 
H. BARTON FELLOWS, Corresponding Seoretary, Viee-President of the 

Cayuga County Homoeopathic Medical Society. « 

LUOIAN B.'WELLS, Treasurer. 
JACOB BEAELEY, Delegate from in the New York Homoeopathic Medical 

College. 
0. WM. BOYCE, Secretary of the Cayuga County Homoeopathic Medical 

Society. 
LYMAN CLARY, President of the Homoeopathic Medical Society of Ceptral 

New York. 
SAMUEL S. QVY, Viee-Presldent of the Kings Oonnty Homoeopathif 

Medical Society. 
E. DARWIN JONES, Vice-President of the Albany County Homoeopathio 

Medical Society. 
A* R.MORGANy Secretary of the Onondaga County UonuBopathio Medical 
I Society. 

H. D. PAINE, Delegate from the New York County Homoeopathic Medical 

Society. 
L. M. PRATT, President of the Albany County Homoeopathio Medical 

Society. 
HORATIO ROBINSON, President of the Cayuga County Homoeopathio 

Medioal Society. 
JOHN SARLB, Vice-President of the Washington County Homoeopathic 

, Medical Society. 
it^ILLIAM S. SBARLB, Secretary of the Bemielaei County Homoeopathio 

Medioal Society. 
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T. DWIGHT STOW, SeontMj of the Otvef o Cannij HomcMp^thie Medioal 

Booiety. 
WILLIAM WRIQHT, Delegate from the Kings County HomeMpatliSe 

Medical Society, 
J. W. COX, ) 

J. 8. BB LATAH, ( Delegates from the Albany Goonty Hom«op«tliic 
W. H. RANDEL, f Medical Society. 

D. SPRINQ8TEBD, j 

B. P. K. SMITH, { Deleffates fh»m the Oaynga Coonty Homceopathic 

C. E. SWIFT, ) Medical Society. • 

P. W. MULL, Treasurer of the Oolnmbia Coanty Homobopathio Medical 
Society. 

6. Q. HANFORD, Delegate from the Kings Conhty Homoeopathic Medical 
Society. 

CHARLBS SUMXER, Delegate from the Monroe Connty HomoBopathio 
Medical Society. 

J. W. MITCHELL, > Delegates from the New York County Homcoopathio 

L. Db Y. WILDER, S Medical Society. 

HARRISON WILLIS, Delegate from the Oneida County Homoeopathic 
Medical Society. 

0. S. WOOD, Secretary of the Ontario Coanty Homoeopathic Medical Society. 

W. HENRY HOYT, President of the Onondaga Coanty Homoeopathic Medi- 
cal Society. 

^* ^^n?f?Diii7TT 1 Delegates from the Rensselaer Coanty Homoeo- 
C.H bAiplNTEL'i p.thi.M.dl..l Society. 

/ W. E. ROGERS, Delegate from the Saratoga Coanty Homoeopathic Medical 

Society. 
F. W. INGALLS, Delegate from the Ulster Coanty Homoeopathic Medical 

Society. 

E. R. HEATH, Secretary of the Wayne Coanty Homoeopathic Medical 

Society. 
M. F. SWEETING, Delegate from the Wayne Coanty Homoeopathic Medical 

Society. 
H. J. WARD, Secretary«of the Washington Coonty Homoeopathic Medioal 

Society. 
L. W. FLAGG, President of the Westchester Coanty Homoeopathic Medical 

Society. • 

By Dr. H. D. Paine : 

Resolvedy That the president, vice presidents, secretaries and trea- 
surer, be constituted the executive committee of this Society. 
By Dr. C. E. Swift : 

Resolved, That all communications to the Society be made in 
writing. 

ByDn S. S. Guy: 

Resolved, That delegates to other State Homoeopathic Medical 
Societies are hereby requested to attend the meetings to which they 
are appointed, or procure substitutes ; to present such communica- 
tions as they may deem suitable, or such as may be placed iii their 
hands for that purpose by the officers of the Society; and report in 
writing at the annual meeting of this Society next after that at which 
they were elected. 

By Dr. S. & Guy: 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to prepare and report a 
form of a certificate of permanent and honorary membership. 

Dr. Boyce offered resolutions tendering a vote of thanks to Dr. 
Randell for his generous entertainment; also to Mayor Perry for his 
kindness in allowing the use of the Common Council chamber. 

Adopted, 
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Prof. Beakley moved that the number of delegates to the Massa- 
chusetts State Homoeopathic Society be increased to five, and that 
they form a committee to report' on the expediency of forming an 
Eastern branch of the American Institute of Homoeopathy. Adopted. 

A resolution was adopted referring all papers and communications 
to the publishing committee with authority to publish in the Trans- 
actions of the bociety at their discretion. 

A resolution of thanks to the retiring officers was passed. r 

Dr. H. M. Paine gave notice of his intention, at the next annual 
meeting, to present the following amendment to the constitution: 

**The officers of the Society shall hold office until the adjournment 
of the annual meeting next after that at which they were elected, and 
until others shall be chosen in their places." 

The nominating committee being in readiness to report, the So- 
ciety proceeded to the election of officers. 

The balloting resulted in the election of the gentlemen nominated 
by the committee, as follows: 

Drs. HORATIO EOBINSON, of Auburn, President. ' 

LUCIEN B. WELLS, of Utica, First Vice President. 
WILLIAM B. STEBBINS, of Little Falls, Second Vice Pres't. 
EDGAR B. COLE, of Waterford, Third Vice President. 
HORACE M. PAINE, of Albany, Recording Secretary. 
H. BARTON FELLOWS, of Sennett, Corresponding Secretary. 
JOHN S. DELAVAN, of Albany, Treasurer. 

Censors. 

Drs S.J. PearsalL-- Saratoga Springs Northern District. 

Wm. S. Searle.. Troy 

James W. Cox.- Albany " 

Benj. F. Joslin. - New York Southern District. 

Daniel D. Smith " ** 

Albert Wright-- Brooklyn " 

M. M. Gardner. Holland Patent Middle District. 

W. Henry Hoyt. Syracuse *' 

E. A. Potter... Oswego. '* 

D. F. Bishop... Lockport Western District 

A. R. Wright... Bufelo ** 

Cornelius Ormes Jamestown " 



Executive Committee, 
* Drs. H. Robinson, Drs. E. B. Cole, Drs. H.Barton Fellows, 

L. B. Wells, H. M. Paine, J. S. Delavan. 

Wm. B. Stebbins, 

Committee of Publication. 
Drs. H. M. Paine, Drs. J. Beakley, Dr. T^ Dwight Stow. 

E. D. Jones, H. D. Paine, 
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Committeea on Materia Medica, 

Drs. S. B. Barlow- . . New York First Disti-ict. 

Henry Minton . - Brooklyn Second District. 

W. S. Searle . . . Troy Third District. 

H. J.Ward North Granville Fourth District. 

J. G. Bigelow, - Syracuse Fifth District. 

T. L. Bro wn Binghamton Sixth District. 

E. R Heath Palmyra Seventh District 

G. A. Hall Westfield Eighth District. 

OammUtees on ^Epidemics. ^ 

Drs. Egbert Guernsey New York First District. 

S. S. Guy Brooklyn Second District. 

J. W. Cox Albany Third District. 

S. J. Pearsall Saratoga Fourth District. 

A. E. Morgan . . Syracuse Fifth District. 

G. B. Palmer. -•- East Hamilton .. Sixth District. 

H.Barton Fellows Sennett ^ Seventh District. 

L. M. Kenyon- . Buffitlo ' Eighth District 

Committees on Clinical Medicine, or Correspondence. 

Drs. J. Beakley New York First District 

H. E. Morrill. . . Brooklyn Second District 

A.P.Cook Hudson Third District. 

Chas. Lowrey.. Union Village Fourth District 

T. D. Stow Fulton Fifth District 

T. S. Blodgett- - Cooperstown Sixth District. 

E. W. Eogers.- Dundee Seventh District 

D, F. Bishop Lockport I Eighth District. 

Committee on Statistics. ^ 
Drs. Carroll Dunham, Dra. A. R. Morgan, Drs. S. S. Guy, 

F. W. Hunt, M. F. Sweeting, Charles Sumner. 
L. Clary, H. M, Paine,* 

Committee to present a Memorial to the Speaker of th$ Assembly. 

Dr. S. S. Guy. 

Committee to present a Memorial to the Governor. 
Drs. E. D. Jones and H. M. Paine. 
• 
Nominees for Honorary Membership. 

Drs. W. F. Jackson Roxbury, Massachusetts. 

W. Williamson Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

Ira Barrows • . Providence, R. I. 

A. E. Small Chicago, Illinois. 

E. C. Franklin St. Louis, IVfissouri. 

R. E. Dudgeon *. . . . Loiidon, England. 

[Assem. 190.] 2 
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Nominees for Permanent Membership, 

Drs. A. C Burke New York, New York county. 

F.W.Hunt 

E. M. Kellogg ** " 

E. P. Fowler *' ** 

L.Hallock »* ** 

J. W. Dowling ** »* 

L.DeV. Wilder 

Hudson Kinsley ; ** *' 

D. L. Everett Modena, Ulster county. 

G. D. Crispell ^ Kingston, " 

W. H. Barnes Spencertown, Columbia county. 

M. M. Matthews Rochester, Monroe county. 

Charles Sumner " ** 

D.A.Baldwin " " 

F. Vanderburgh Ehjuebeck, Dutchess county. 

C. H. Carpenter Troy, Eenssefaer county. 

D. Springsteed Albany, Albany county. 

J. S. Delavan ? '* 

D. E. Southwick Ogdensburgh, St. Lawrence Co. 

J. C. Raymond Utica; Oneida county. 

D. D. Loomis , Whitestown, ** 

T. Dwight Stow- Fulton, Oswego county. 

Augustus Pool Oswego, '' 

Ira C. Owen Sherburne, Chenango county. 

M. F. Sweeting South Butler, Wayne county. 

H. Robinson Auburn; Cayuga county. 

R. S. Bishop Medina, Orleans county. 

E. G. Cook .--, Buffalo, Erie count5^ 

Delegates to State Ilomceopatkic Medical Societies, 
Drs. W. A. Hawley, L. De V. Wilder, S. S. Guy, H. D. Paibe, J. 
Beakley, Massachusetts. 

F. W. Ingalls, E. A. Potter, Henry Minton, New Jersey. 
J. F. Merritt, R. C. Moffat, H. Beakley, Pennsylvania. 
W. H. Hoyt, A. P. Cook, J. W. Mitchell, Connecticut. 
W. H/ Watson, S. C. Hanford, L. W. Flagg, Rhode Island. 
A. R. Morgan, L. M. Pratt, L. Clary, Illinois. 

L. B. Wells, H. Robinson, E. P. K. Smith, Ohio. 
M. W. Campbell, C. W. Boyce, E. R. Heath, New Hampshire. 
C. E. Swift, C. Sumner, O. S. Wood, West. Inst, of Homceopathy. 
J. Beakley, L. B. Wells, Wm. Wright, A. R. Morgan, H. B. Fel- 
lows, H. D. Paine, H. M. Paine, Amer. Inst, of Homoeopathy. 

On motion, the Society adjourned. 

The sixteenth annual meeting of the Society will be held at the 
City Hall, Albany, commencing Tuesday, February 12, at 10 o'clock 
A. M. The meeting will continue two days. 

HORACE M. PAINE, Recording Secretary. 
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ARTICLE II. 

Address before the Homoeopathic Medical Socjtety of the State of New York. By 
Hon. John Stanton Gould, delivered February 13, 1866. 

Insanity. 

" The care of the human mind " was declared by the learned 
Grotius to be "the most noble brunch of medicine," and every one 
who thinks upon the subject, and who recognizes the superiority of 
the spiritual over the temporal, must heartily coinqide with him in 
judgnaent 

We might, however, be curious to know, why the ancient phy- 
sicians included the human mind within the sphere of their art.. 
What relation can be supposed to exist between the nauseous drugs 
of the apothecary and the subtle mental processes of reason, memory 
and judgment?. 

When the healing art was wholly in the hands of the priests, 
whose therapeutic agents were confined to charms and incantations, 
and whose theoretic pathology began and ended with demoniacal 
possession, we can easily enough understand that the physician 
would be looked upon as the proper healer of the mind; because 
he was expected to banish spiritual maladies with spiritual weapons. 

When medicine passed out of the hands of the priesthood, and 
was exercised by secular men, who devoted themselves wholly to 
the study and practice of it, many of the old ecclesiastidial theories 
were received by the new professors with unquestioning faith, and 
without the slightest examination. 

Hippocrates, the father of Greek medicine, Galen, the illustrious 
Eoman physician, and Avicenna, the oracle of the Arabian schools 
of physic, agree with unanimity that insanity was the external indi- 
cation of the internal residence of an evil spirit, hence their technical 
name for the malady was " possession," and the patients were spoken 
.of, not as thft insane, but the ** possessed." 

Hippocrates enjoined upon his disciples to observe with great care 
whether the disease came from Qod. Paracelsus asserts that dis- 
eased of the mind, or spiritual diseases, /is he calls them, are to be 
spiritually cured, and not otherwise; " ordinary means in such cases," - 
he says, "will not avail: Non est reluctandem cum Deo.^^ He tells 
us that there is "not so much as a hair's breadth empty in heaven, 
earth or waters, above or under the earth. The air is not so full of 
flies in summer a& it is at all times of invisible devils.'^ Although 
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these doctrines have been long exploded by the increasing light of 
science, yet their dark shadoAV^has projected itself across the long 
track of centuries down to our times. I was once assured by a very 
pious and excellent lady that A demon dwelt in her body, who, in 
spite of her own volitions, used her tongue for utterances which ier 
soul abhorred; and her members for actions which were most revolt- 
ing to her mind. Some years afterwards she hung herself, leaving 
a letter behind her, in which she said that she was not responsible 
for the deed, but that the devil who possessed her had used her arms 
and hands for the purpose, notwithstanding her most* strenuous 
resistance. 

Strangely enough, although the ancient physicians fully believed 
that insanity was caused by the indwelling of demons, they>jiever- 
theless attempted its cure by medicine; but it was on the curious 
principle of so filling the body with nauseous and revolting drugs 
that the devil would be driven out of the patient from sheer disgust. 
It was on this principle that Tobit smoked out the demon who had 
made such havoc with the seven husbands of Sarah. ^* He took the 
ashes of perfumes and put the heart and the liver of the fish there- 
upon, and made a snioke therewith, the which smell when the evil 
spirit had smelled, he fled unto the utmost parts of Egypt, and the 
angel bound him." Tobit 8, 2-3. Although this theory of disease 
is no longer recognized, much of modern practice, which consists of 
giving enormous doses of nauseous drugs, was evidently founded 
upon it, and has no logical relation to any other. 

When the absurdity of the demoniacal pathology of insanity- 
began to dawn upon the minds of physicians, they sought the aid of 
the heavenly bodies in order to account for the phenomena. Thus 
Pontanus says that "many mental diseases proceed from black 
choler, as it shall be hot or cold; and though it be cold in its own 
nature, yet it is apt to be heated, as water may be made to boil, and 
burn as bad as fire, or made cold as ice; and thence proceed such 
variety of symptoms, some mad, some solitary, some laugh, some 
rage," &c. 

**The cause of all which intemperance chiefly and primarily pro- 
ceeds from the heavens, from the positions of Mdrs, Saturn and- 
Mercury. Mercury in any geniture, if ho shall be found in Yirgo, 
or Pisces, his opposite sign, and that in the horoscope; irradiated by 
those quartile aspects of Siiturn or Mars, the child shall be mad or 
^melancholy." Again, " he that shall have Saturn and Mars, the one 
culminating, the other in the fourth house when he shall be bom, 
shall be melancholy, of which he shall be cured in time if Mercury 
behold them." 

So firmly did this silly faith become rooted in the minds of phy- 
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sicians, that Paracelsus, in the latter part of his life, did not scruple 
to affirm ** that a physician without the knowledge of stars can under- 
stand neither the cause nor the cure of any disease, either of this " 
(ipsanity) *'opgout, not so much as tooth ache; except he see the pe- 
cttliar geniture and scheme of the party affected." Since the disease 
according to this theory, was pi*oduced by the peculiar conjunction 
of certain stars, and since no medicine can possibly change the aspe«t 
of the heavens, it is difficult to understand how any physician could 
expect to effect a cure, or why their aid should be sought^ but they 
did not seem to be aware of the inconsistency of their practice with 
their theory; they still continued to dose their patients with drugs 
which were more nauseous and more bulky than ever. The technical 
words, "possession" and "possessed," now gave place to ** lunacy " 
and ** lunatic," which maintain their place ^ven to our day, together 
with the popular notion that the paroxysms of m&dness are intensi- 
fied- at every change of the moon. 

When the astrological theory began to wane, it was gradually sup- 
planted by another, which, though expressed in terms similar .to 
those which were used when the demoniacal theory was in vogue, 
but in reality had a different meaning. Physicians still talked of 
spirits, and of good and evil spirits as the agents for the cure of 
insanity and the cause of it, but they, no longer by this language 
meant to speak of actual demons, but a curious figment of their own 
imaginations. They conceived of spirits as a "most subtle vapor 
which is expressed from the blood and the instrument of the soul to 
perform all its actions." These spirits were of three different kinds, 
"according to the three different parts, brain, heai't and liver;, natu- 
ral, vital, animal. The natural are begotten in the liver, and then 
dispersed through the veins. The vital spirits are made in the heart 
of the natural, which, by the arteries, are transported to all other 
parts. The animal spirits formed of the vital, brought up to the 
brain, and diffused by the nerves to the subordinate raembers, give 
sense and motion." They held that insanity was a consequence of 
the insufficient generation or irregular distribution of these spirits. 
You will be surprised to hear that sane and sensible men ever de- 
liberately held these silly doctrines for truth and verity, but you will 
not be surprised that they failed to cure their patients when their 
notions of the cause of the disease were so obscure and so erroneous. 

Many of our familiar phrases are the legitimate descendants of 
this theoiy. We still speak of being in high spirits or low spirits 
when our intellectual faculties are working energetically or slug- 
gishly. 

All the theories that We have enumerated, as well as the various 
modifications which grow out of them, agreed in this fundamental 
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error, that insanity was a disease or disorder of the mind itself, which 
affected its very essence. 

The true doctrine of modem times is, that there is no disease or 
disorder of the immaterial mind itself in insanity, but in the material 
organs through which the mind is manifested. In other words, it is 
now clearly understood that functional or organic diseases of the 
^ody produce corresponding diseases of the mind, and when the 
body IB cured the mind will be at the same time restored to its normal 
condition. 

We have seen that in former times, while the theory was changed, 
the preceding idea still adhered to the minds of physicians either 
consciously or unconsciously; they adhered to the old verbal for- 
mulas while giving them somewhat different meanings. And when 
they changed the formul|i by a sort of secret mental reservation, they 
understood in them the ancient meanings. It is even so in our days 
to the great hindrance of the progress of mental hygiene. Phy- 
sicians acknowledge the true theory in terms, but do not heartily 
receive all its logical consequences. They are still secretly oppressed 
with the ancient awe of demons ; they are still paralyzed with the 
idea of an imminent, irresistible force, as from the stars; dominating 
the minds of the insane with a force which it is impossible, if not 
. impious to resist. 

In consequence of this timidity, hundreds who might have been 
cured in the early stages of their disease by their own .family phy- 
sicians, are left without attention, until it is so far advanced that they 
are necessarily transferred to the asylum. 

Nothing more clearly shows the hesitation and uncertainty with 
which physicSans hold their grasp of the idea of insanity, than the 
unsatisfactory character of the definitions which they have proposed 
for it. An attentive examination of these will show that while some 
of these are so g^eral that they will embrace sane persons, others 
are so circumscribed that they exclude many who are undoubtedly 
insane. The only ones which will bear criticism are too general to 
be of any practical use, and amount to very little faiore than is em- 
braced in the term mental derangement. After examining nearly 
one hundred of these attempts, I can find none more comprehensive 
and so little liable to objection as the following, by Dr. Copeland: 
Insanity is "a deviation from, or perversion of, the natural and 
healthy state of the mind, as rnxxnifested either by the moral emotions 
^ and conduct, or by a partial or general dism^der of the intellectuai 
powers and understanding.^^ 

It will be observed that every word of this definition might have 
been written by any of the ancient physicians who believed that the 
disease lay in the essence' of the mind itself; but it is evJdent from 
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the Tfhole tenor of his work, that Dr. Copeland holds no such opinion. 
On the contrary, it abounds with striking illustrations of the associa- 
tion of bodily disease with mental derangement, but they fail to pro- 
duce, an adequate impression upon the mind of the reader on account 
of the vagueness and haziness in which they presented themselves to 
the pre-occupied mind of the writer. 

It is the object of this address to invite you to re-examine thi* 
most important subject in a bold and searching spirit; to weigh with 
candoi: and impartiality the overwhelming mass of evidence which 
proves that disease of the mind is really disease of the body, and in 
the full light of this conviction to search for such remedies as will 
enable you to arrest mental disease in its incipient stages, before it is - 
so fully developed that a removal of the patient from his family, and 
incarceration in an asylum becomes an indispensable necessity. 

Among the many proofs that mental alienation is dependent upon 
some oi^anic lesion, there are perhaps none more striking and unam- 
biguous than a story related and vouched for by Dr. Wigand. He 
knew two boys, who from their earliest years, manifested the ten- 
derest attachment for each other; they shared each other's sports and 
istudies; neither could receive pleasure from anything which was not 
participated in by the other, every affliction which befel one of them, * 
awakened the keenest sorrow in the brother's heart; they 
seemed to have but * one mind and one heai*t ; their fraternal 
affection was as perfect as could possibly exist this side of heaven. 
So remarkable was their love, when together, and so poignant was 
their grief when they were necessarily separated, that it became a 
serious question with the parents, whether it was their duty to en- 
courage or to discourage it. After much reflection, th#jr decided to 
adojpt the latter course, and they were therefore separated by send- 
ing the eldest brother to a distant school. Their affliction after their 
separa:tion cannot ^be described; they wept incessantly and could not 
be comforted; they lost their appetite; their nights were sleepless, 
and they could settle to no regular mental occupation. Their sufferings 
were so severe that their parents became fearful of the consequences, 
and permitted the younger one to visit the elder brother at the school; 
their tumultuous joy when they met, greatly affected the spectators, 
and their happiness oh being reunited soon restored them to their 
wonted health. After a time the younger brother was returned to 
his home, and the same result followed, they were so utterly wretch- 
ed that the parents resolved that they would never risk another sep- 
aration. At their urgent entreaty, the school-master waived a regu- 
lation of his establishment, and admitted th^ younger as a pupil,, 
though under the* prescribed age. They were now perfectly happy; 
keeping aloof from the other boys, they spent most of ^eir time 
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together, the elder aided the younger in his studies, and watched 
over him with parental solicitude. The younger yielded to him 
more than filial obedience and affection, he would as soon have 
thought of breaking one of the commandments as of opposing the 
slightest wish of his brother. 

Their minds developed rapidly, and they improved greatly in 
their studies, each successive report from the master was more Satis- 
factory than the last, the parents deeply felt the blessing which Provi- 
dence had conferred upon them. 

At length the sunshine of their lives was overclouded. * The mas. 
ter reported thai from some unknown cause the elder boy had begun 
to treat the younger one with harshness and cruelty, he had been 
repeatedly punished for it, but had in each case, although he -faith- 
fully promised amendment, returned to his old habits of cruel abuse. 

The father sent for them home, and at oriccf entered upon a careful 
examination of the case. The little one was almost heartbroken, he 
exclaimed to his father: ** He might beat me every day, if he would 
but love me; but he hates me, and I shall never bo happy again." 

The elder could assign no reason for his animosity, and his father 
deemed it his duty to inflict upon him very severe personal cbaptise- 
ment, and confined him for several days to his room on a bread and 
water diet. 

^Pn being at length liberated, he made the most ample promises of 
amendment, but although his brother sought to will back his love by 
the most touching and tender devices, he still looked upon him with 
aversion. New instances of savage brutality towards his brother 
were soon after manifested, he was punished still more severely, he 
was siabject#i to still longer confinement, his relatives forsook his 
society, but all in vain, his animosity gradually degenerated into the 
most fiendish hatred, which impelled him on more than one occasion 
to attempt to take the child's life, the very sight of his brother threw 
him miG paroxysms of rage, and whenever he had an opportunity 
•he would throw a knife at him with all the fury of a maniac. No 
other symptom of insanity was apparent, but his mind seemed more 
torpid, and his interest in his studies and in. the external world were 
greatly diminished. When he had arrived at the age of about fifteen 
years, -he was taken with a vehement, but Platonic passion for a mar- 
ried lady, who was the mother of children much older than himself. 
His paroxysms at this time were perfectly frightful, and he made 
several attempts to destroy himself; but in the very torrent and 
whirlwind of his rage, if this lady would allow him to sit at her feet 
and lay his head on her knee, he would burst into tears, and go off 
in a sound sleep, from which ho would awaken perfectly calm and 
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composed, and looking up into her face with l^k lustre eye, would 
say: ** Pity me; I can't help it." 

Shortly after this he began to squint, and he seemed to be passing 
into helpless idiocy. He was then taken to London for the purpose 
of obtaining advice from Mr. Cline, the emhient surgeon, who, on 
examining his head, detected a slight depression of the skull at one 
point; the indication waai yery vague, and he was able to hold out 
but slight encouragement of cure to the anxious father. As, how- 
ever, it was the only chance, his father consented to the operation. 
Mr. Cline applied the trephine, and removed a small piece of bono: 
^from its under -suiiace a long spicula of bone grew downward, pierc- 
ing directly into the brain. As soon as it was removed his old affec- 
tion for his brother returned in full force; he forgot his passion for 
the lady; the squint in his eye vanished; and all his former mental 
activity and suavity of manner came back again as suddenly, as if he 
had been touched by the wand of an enchanter. I have narrated the 
incidents of the case with so much minuteness, because it so ambigu- 
ously illustrates and confirms the doctrine that all the abnormal 
manifestations of the mind have their seat in the organs of the body, 
and that they will be restored to their normal condition, whenever 
those organs are restored to their former integrity. It is obvious in 
this case, that the mind itself was quite unchanged, during all this 
period of apparent insanity; because it manifested itself in all its 
integrity the moment the offending spicula. of bone was removed from 
the brain; the whole mischief was produced by a derangement of the 
organ through which it passed on its way to an external manifesta- 
tion, just as the image of a man is distorted into the most ridiculous 
shapes, when seen through a glass medium having an ifi'cgular sur- 
face, although his real shape remains as perfect as before. 

You will all repiember the case of Freeman who murdered the 
Van Nest family under circumstances which appeared to be so fiend- 
ishly atrocious. I visited him in the Auburn jail for two or three 
hours in company with Governor Seward, and saw the most unmis- 
takable evidences of his insanity, and also the deep-seated organic 
disetise; yet, in spite of all this, two successive juries pronounced him 
sane, and he actually died of an organic disease of the brain, while 
awaiting execution under sentence of death. A post-mortem exami- 
nation revealed extensive disease of the brain, apd caries of the 
petrous portion of the temporal bone near the left ear, which had 
evidently been in existence for several years. It in fact originated 
in a blow which he had received from an under-keeper in the State 
prison, six years before. There was no ferocity in' Freeman's mind, 
but all his murderous jpr<opensities were the sole result of a diseased 
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organization, for which he was not responsible, because it was not 
under his control. When Governor Seward consented to act as 
Freeman's counsel, one universal howl of indignation burst forth 
from the whole population of Cayuga county; his best friends forsook 
him, his old enemies hated him with a malignity more intense than 
ever, but when the post-mortem examination revealed the real facts 
of the case, and demonstrated the purity of his motives and the rec- 
titude of his jjidgment, his accusers shrank away one by one, filled 
with a secret admiration of his fidelity to truth and right, undismayed 
by clamor, and unaffected by the vituperation and the hatred of the 
multitude. » 

I saw a man in the Utica asylum, who had once been a good neigh- 
bor, an affectionate husband and a tender father; by slow and regu- 
lar gradations his character veered around until he became the op- 
posite of all this; he was the scourge of his family and the terror of 
the neighborhood. While in this condition he committed a violent 
assault upon a neighbor, 'for which he was arrested and gave bail. 
When the day of trial came, he harnessed a pair of jackasses to a 
crockerj^ crate, and actually drove them into the court-house, dressed 
in tiger's skins. He was convicted and sentenced to three months 
imprisonment in the common jail. The first night that he was con- 
fined there, the jailer smelled a smoke, and on going into the jail he 
found that Powers had heaped up the straw from his bed in one 
comer, and set it on fire. Dr. Brjgham happened to be in the place 
at the time, and went to see him on hearing of the incident. A few 
moments conversation with him satisfied the doctor that the man was 
insane, and on his representation, Powers was transferred from the 
jail to the asylum. When I saw him, he was convalescent, and was 
to be discharged in a few days. His violence was gone, and his 
manners were as mild and agreeable as in former years. After his 
return to his family, he was kind and affectionate, and no complaint 
was afterwards made of his conduct by his neighbors. Dr. Brigham 
told me that it arose from a chronic disease of the liver; he had no 
doubt that the beginning of the disease was coincident with the first 
change which his family began to observe in his conduct towards 
them. He was very violent and abusive when first brought to the 
asylum, but as the disease of the liver gradually yielded to the 
action of therapeutic agents, he became more and more amiable, and 
when the disease was finally cured, his mind was equally restored to 
its original soundness. 

It is very remarkable, that previously to Dr. Brigham's interview 
with him, no one had ever suspected that he was insane, or that- he 
was the subject of any bodily disease. His malignity and his crimes 
wete attributed tu badness of heart, and the instigation^f the xlevil 
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by his friends and neighbors, and even by his own family. Had his 
friends *'been aware of the real state of the case, and resorted in the 
first instance to medical advice, they and he would have been saved 
all the loss and suffering and disgrace which his conduct subse- 
quently brought upon them. 

I have already mentioned the case of a lady who believed that 
she was possessed with a devil. -She murdered her father, and very 
nearly succeeded in killing her mother under an insane delusion, 
caused wholly by a chronic hepatic derangement. 

I knew a man at Dr. White's private asylum who was a member 
of the Society of Friends, and remarkable for the gentleness and 
purity of his- life. The transverse arch of the colon became dis- 
placed, when his whole character was changed, his conversation was 
loud, and his gestures vehement, his manners wei*e obtrusive, and 
his head was filled with the most gigantic schemes for the regenera- 
tion of the earth. He would build factories which would cover a 
hundred thousand acres, in which employment could be found for 
every one who asked for it. Huge hospitals were to be built for 
the sick, and vast ovens were to be erected to bake bread for the 
poor. I remember one of his -schemes for saving labor on a farm. 
He said that one man could drive a hundred pair of oxen as ^ell as 
one; now if people would only hitch their plows to one hundred 
yoke of oxen, they would save the labor of ninety-nine men. When 
the colon was restored to its normal position, all these wild notions 
vanished, and his mind was just the same as before. 

At the McLane asylum, then under the care of Dr. Bell, I saw a 
lady suffering severely from chlorosis, whose insanity was wholly 
manifested by an inSrmity of the volitions. I saw her at 11 o'clock, 
A. M.; she had risen at 8 o'clock, she was still undressed, and was in 
the act of putting on her stocking, holding the top of it open with 
the fingers of both her hands, she had been for three hours attempt- 
ing to thrust her 'foot into it, she would say, **Now, — now, I will 
certainly put it on, just so sure as I live, I \yill, now, now, there — 
there — there it goes;" but it did not go, nor could she bring her 
volitions to bear upon her muscles with sufficient force to effect it. 
She would sometimes sit before her breakfast until dinner time, 
quite unable to screw her energies up to the point of eating the first 
mouthful, though making the most strenuous efforts to do so. The 
palsied condition of the will was paroxysmal in its character, some- 
times the relation between her volitions and her muscles were perfect 
enough, at others, for a week together this relation would be utterly 
broken up, and she was unable to effect anything, however strongly 
she might desire to do it. She had no illusions, nor did she exhibit 
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any other symptom of insanity, except a certain vehemence and 
petulance of manner, when she foynd herself unable to do ithat she 
desired. As soon as her chlorotic condition was removed, her mus- 
cles obeyed her volition as well as ever. 

You are all aware of the action of opium upon the mental mani- 
festations, and how complete are the illusions which it produces, 
through the derangement of the bodily organs which ensues from its 
use. You are familiar with the startling revelations of De Quincey, 
and have learned from him, how under the influence of this potent 
drug, he heard out of the deepest silence orchestras of supernatural 
melody and power singing of mighty straggles and superhuman 
triumphs, and of celestial joys. 

Out of thick darkness he saw endless processions of brave men 
and beautiful women, clothed in raiment of gorgeous colors, which 
outvied the most exquisite tints of the rainbow; then from behind 
the angelic faces, hideous demons with horrid and. grotesque 
features, full of hatred, malice and despair, would gibber and gibe 
at him, until his blood froze with horror. Yet, when his bodily 
organs were purged from the influence of the drug, these visions 
fled a^vay, and the mind resumed i(s relations with the external 
world ^ truthfully and as reliably as ever. 

. A most interesting history of the illusions, produced by disease, 
has been recorded by a distinguished politician, produced by bodily 
disease, contracted by long-continued neglect of hygienic laws dur- 
ing the political campaign which resulted in the election of Mr. 
Buchanan and the defeat of Colonel Fremont, w^hich I desire to 
quote for your consideration in this connection. 

He had taken his food very irregularly, and been much deprived 
of sleep, besides being subject to protracted anxiety and nervous 
excitement, incident to a stirring political campaign, during the 
whole of which he used tobacco in enormous quantities. These 
'"causes combined produced a functional derangement of the stomach 
which resulted in insanity. He tells us that the first illusion he 
experienced was the spectacle of an endless train of cars which 
passed his windows on the sabbath. Every car and every wheel of 
them was perfectly distinct to his vision, and he became very angry 
when his friends persisted in asserting that there was not a single 
car upon the track. Then vast apartments would open before him, — 
halls, corridors and gorgeous suites of rooms, which, though at first 
empty, would soon fill with innumerable multitudes of people, of 
all ages, sexes, costumes, nations and tongues. He could hear them 
thronging on the stairways before they appeared, and see them take 
their places in vast masses and serried columns. They talked inces- 
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santly, axxd gazed upon him so fixedly, pointing their canes and 
fingers at him, until their scrutiny became utterly intolerable, and 
he was driven into frenzy. 

These spectres, sometimes singly and sometimes in troops, were 
constantly presenting themselves to him. Illusions of hearing now 
occurred, and he was obliged to listen to strains of discordant music 
and to the strangest dialogues not only between men and women, 
but of strange animals with each other. He was removed to the 
asylum at Utica, where under judicious medical treatment his health 
was restored, when the illusions vanished as suddenly as they had 
appeared. He returned to his profession with a mind unimpaired, 
and has since had no relap^as. 

All who are familiar with the criminal classes are aware that there 
exists a certain type of criminals who are separated from the mass 
by certain well defined lines of denwrcation. They are marked by 
stolidity of countenance, unsymmetrical crania, dull eyes and slow 
motions; they seem quite unable to recognize the difference between 
right and wrong, and are utterly incapable of understanding why. 
any one should be so excited about a robbery or f^ murder; they see 
no diffei-ence between these things and an auction sale, or the de- 
parture of a steamboat. On talking with them, one feels instinctively 
that no amount of reasoning, or education, or good society, could 
ever change these people, or make them think or feel or act in bar* 
mony with the rest of the world. During the past summer I have 
discovered that very many of these people had been subject to fits 
in childhood. My attention was turned to this inquiry too recently 
to enable me to study a sufficient number of cases to warrant me in 
announcing any general law ; but I learned enough to show me that 
I was upon a very interesting field of inquiry; and I hope, gentle- 
men, that these remarks will induce you to cooperate in the inquiry, 
whether fits in childhood have a tendency to arrest the development 
of these portions of the brain, in which the moral faculties have their 
seat. 

It is needless for me, before an audience like this, to go farther in 
the citation of facts to prove the connection between disease of the 
bodily organs and derangement of intellectual faculties. You have 
only to recur to the facta which are daily occurring before your own 
eyes to satisfy you of the truth of the assertion. You know that 
eveiy kind of sickness to which the human frame is liable produces 
a coiTesponding change in the intellectual character of the patient ; 
the most hopeful man loses courage when his stomach is nauseated, 
the most patient man becomes irritable when sufiering from inflam* 
matory rheumatism, the most buoyant spirits are depressed by a 
congestion of the liver;' the most affectionate husband will snarl at 
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his wife under a paroxysm of neuralgia. * Most forms of consumption 
bring in their train an unnatural and unphilosopbical hopefuhiess 
respecting the issue of the disease. The most active worker has his 
energies paralyzed by ague. Some forms of fever preternaturally 
excite the intellectual activities, while others as remarkably depress 
them. 

There are forms of indigestion, where instead of transforming food 
into chyle, it changes it into oxalic acid, which can always be de- 
tected in the urine; this form of dyspepsia is always attended by 
melancholy; the patient feels the burthens of Tife too great for him 
to bear. He freqiicntly says that he wants to fly away, and if not 
speedily relieved, he often ends his life by suicide. I have never 
heard what were the physical maladies which the late Preston King 
suffered, bat from what I have heard of his mental symptoms, I am 
very certain that he was a victim of the oxalic diathesis. 

You will all, I have no doubt, agree with me that these genef'ai 
statements are true ; but I venture to bring the charge agairist you, 
as well as against your medical brethren of all other schools, that 
you have so long been contented with all these general views, with- 
out taking the necessary pains to make them minute, special and 
individual. 

May I not hope that you will all ingenuously plead guilty to the 
charge, and at once take measures to remove it. It would be a con- 
tribution to medical science which would reflect the greatest lustre 
on the homoeopathic medical school, if it would carefully observe, 
and faithfully record all the minute mental changes which accompany 
every recognizable form of bodily disease. Such a work has never 
yet been done; and this minute knowledge cannot be found, even in 
a scattered form, in the whole range of medical literature, although 
nothing is more needed as the basis of a sound system of therapeutics. 

Especially is it desirable that a careful examination of the excre- 
tions of the insane should be made with great thoroughness and 
minuteness, in order that it may be ascertained, whether some other 
forms of dyspepsia besides that in which oxalic acid is formed may 
not be the hidden cause of other forms of insanity. 

It has been my object in this address, gentlemen, to bring before 
you in a clear and specific form the proofs that insanity is always a 
symptom of bodily disease which it is your duty and which ought 
to be your pleasure to cure. I have desired to induce j'^ou to study 
the phenomena of insanity with more earnestness and with more in- 
terest than you have heretofore done, because I fully believe that 
such study would result in great improvements in the treatment of 
one of the most distressing maladies to which the sons of men are 
subjected. 
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There are many, reasons why liomoeopatbic physicians should 
gpecially devote themselves to the study of mental diseases. 

1st These maladies are increasing very rapidly in our country in 
consequence of the changes which its peculiar circumstances have 
produced in the habits and employments of men. Human ingenuity 
has succeeded in subjugating the great forces of nature to such an 
extent that the demand for human muscular force has very grefttly 
diminished, while the demand for intellectual labor — for thinking 
force — has been more than p^pportionately increased, and its com- 
mercial value has augmented. Modern physiological investigations 
have shown, that all thought whatever, if not caused by the oxyda- 
tion of phosphorus in the bi*ain, is at least always dissociated with it. 
This call for an increased supply anel assimilation of phosphorus, and 
the diminished demand for nitrogenous elements of supply, changes 
the ancient balance of the system, and accounts for the increased 
amount of insanity amongst us, which has filled existing asylums to 
repletion, and which ia culling loudly for the erection of new ones, 
homoeopathic physicians are therefore called upon to direct their 
studies to the removal of these evils, and to the discovery of the laws 
by which the human intellect can meet the greatly increased strain 
demanded by the present condition of society, without involving the 
destruction of the organs of its manifestation. 

2d. They are already by the wise labors of Hahnemann and Hering 
provided with a mental pathognosis of medicinal drugs which is in 
the possession of no other' school. And we find many cures pub- 
lished in the medical journals of the day, showing conclusively that 
the law similia similibus curantur^ the truthfulness of which is vin- 
dicated by the cure of so many other forms of disease, is equally re- 
liable in the treatment of the so-called disorders of the mind. 

3d. Questions frequently occur in our courts of justice involving 
the sanity or insanity of testators, contractors, and criminals. Ho- 
moeopathic physicians should be prepared by special studies to 
enlighten our courts, as experts in these cases. 

4th. The necessities of the southern tier of counties will soon de- 
mand the erection of a new State lunatic asylum in their midst, in 
which case strict justice would point to this selection of a homoeo- 
pathic medical superintendent. All th^e existing asylums supported 
by homoeopathic tax-payers are under the control of allopathic 
practitioners. If the appointing power should incline to make such 
a selection it would indeed be unfortunate if no one could be found 
who had made himself eligible for the place by the special studies 
which are essential for the successful management of an asylum. 

5th. The main and principal reason why you should study the ' 
whole subject of insanity is, after all, that you may do good to 
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patients within the circle of your own practice. You who have never 
devoted your attention steadily to this topic will be surprised to 
learn how much of what theologians cajl dreadful evidences of moral 
depravity are nothing more than the incipient stage of insanity, 
having its source and spring in some functional derangement of one 
or more of the organs of the body. Many a domestic quarrel which 
eventuates in the separation of husband and wife might be checked 
in its inception by a few pellets of digitalis or merciirius or arseni- 
cum. By a prompt exhibition of appropriate remedies, you may 
arrest young men in their downward career, you may stop quarrels 
between neighbors, you may cure the morbid appetite for alcoholic 
drinks, which is so prolific a source of sin and misery and disgiace. 
The profession of medicine has flways been one which has been held 
in high esteem, and its professors have deserved and have secured a 
large shiare of the love and reverence of mankind. By entering on 
the new sphere of duty of ministering to minds diseased, you will 
greatly increase your title to the gratitude of mankind, and will re- 
ceive those sweet rewards which never fail to accompany deeds of 
mercy, when. conscientiously perfol*med, 
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ARTICLE III. 

An Essay on Cleft Palate. By Wm. Tod Hblmuth, M. D., St. Louis, Mo., Professor 
of Theory and Practice of Medicine in the Homosopathic Medical Coll^ of Missouri; 
Member of the American Institute of Homoeopathy, and the Western Institute of 
Homoeopathy; Honorary Member of the Massachusetts Hom. Med. Society, of the 
Horn. Med. Society of the State of New York, of the Hom. Med. Society of Oonneo- 
ticut, the St. Louis Hom. Med. Society, &c., ic. 

Introduction — ** Action and Utterance, and the Power of Speech 
TO Stir Men's Blood." 

The subject of cleft palate is one which, to the unthinking, may 
appear extremely simple, viz: a fissure in those structures which form 
in man what is known by the name of ^' the palcUe.^^ This apparent 
absence of complicity no doubt prevented many eai'ly inquirers from 
giving to the subject tbe attention it deserved. But, upon further 
consideration of the uses of the palate, the absolutely miserable con- 
dition of tho0e in whom the deformity exists, the complexity of the 
muscular arrangement of the parts, and the efforts which have been 
made from time to time by the most distingnisMfed surgeons to reme- 
dy this arrest of development, the subject becomes invested with an 
importance and an interest which increases with each step of our 
investigation. 

The arched structure of the mouth, with the curtain that divides 
the oral cavity from the pharynx behind, exert the most powerful 
influence on ai'ticulation, moulding those sounds which are created in 
the larjrnx, and giving them scope and reverberation; nay, in its 
normal estate it gives smoothness and even sweetness to the varied 
tones of Which our language is composed. But in the cleft state, 
which we propose to consider, all the beauty and harmony of tone is 
lost, and the nasal, guttural and half suffocative sounds that are pro- 
duced by those who suffer from the deformity, prevent even the 
ordinary intercourse of man with man, frequently causing the sufferer 
to avoid society, and, from the seclusion which naturally follows, to 
become unhappy and misanthropic. 

Many of the simplest elementary sounds of our language are in- 
cnpable of utterance by those afflicted with cleft palate. The second 
sound of "g'," for instance, is made by pressing the roots of the 
tongue against the uvula in order to close the throat, as in beginning 
to articulate the word ** go," without the " o." Now it is almost an 
impossible thing for a person afflicted with the deformity we are con- 
* sidering, to make any such sound, and the greater the effort the 
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wider will the fissure biecome, by the action of the elevators and ten- 
sors of the palate. I have questioned persons afflicted with cleft 
palate, and have seen them endeavor to utter the consonant in ques- 
tion, but never have known them to succeed. Again the sound of 
" 1," which is a vocal, lingual, denial sound, and is made by press- 
ing the tongue against the upper gums, hard palate, or roof of the 
mouth, is rendered very imperfect, and plainly indicates the de- 
formity of the parts. So also, with w, u, r, and many other let- 
ters. If, therefore, these elementary sounds are imperfect, or wholly 
wanting, it may well be imagined how defective the utterance will 
be which is compounded of so great a diversity and complexity of 
sounds. 

In England, the name of Mr. Fergusson stands pre-eminent in con- 
nection with the subject of cleft palate, and to him is due the credit 
of observing particularly the anatomy of the parts in question, due 
notice of which is hereafter taken in this paper. Mr. Pollock, Mr, 
Field, Sir Philip Crampton, and others also, have perfected the dif- 
ferent steps in the operation. American surgeons, also, have given 
the subject that attention which it deserves, and it is pKkasant to note 
the tribute paid to them by Mr. Fergusson, who, in a paper entitled 
" Observations on Cleft Palate, with cases illustrating the new Opera- 
tion of Staphyloraphy," thus writes: 

"The views regarding this malformation and the particular opera^ 
tion resorted to for its relief are as yet, I believe, so little known ta 
the profession, that I trust I may not be deemed presumptious in 
again attempting to draw the attention of my brethren to subjects 
which, I am disposed to think, have had less consideration than they 
really deserve. In France, in Germany, and in America, many dis- 
tinguished surgeons have written upon staphyloraphy, and numer* 
ous examples have been given of the success of the operation; but, 
strange to say, the proceeding has attracted little more than casual 
notice from the surgeons of Britain. Since Alcock first performed 
this operation in 1812, it has been frequently repeated, but at dates 
so few and far between that success, when achieved, has produced 
btjt little impression either upon the profession or the public. * * 
♦ * Eoux's experience in the operation had been great, and his 
success was deemed very satisfactory, two-thirds of the simple cases, 
and one-third of those, which were complicated, having derived bene- 
fit from the proceeding. My friends Dr. Mutter, of Philadelphia, 
and Dr. J. M. Warren, of Boston, had achieved much gi'cater pro- 
portional succei*s, for out of twenty-one operations, Dr. Mutter had 
succeeded in nineteen, and Dr. Warren had been equally successful 
in thirteen instances out of fourteen. Results like these might well 
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content the most sanguine." This quotation is here introduced in 
order that American surgery should receive its fair dhare of the 
credit in the operation of staphylorapby. It is but lately that the 
medical men of the continent have begun to acknowledge tj^e bril- 
liant success of American operators. Not very many year^ since, the 
mediciqe and surgery of the United States was but lightly regarded 
by our trans- Atlantic breth|pn: chiefly, however, through their igno- 
rance of the capacity of our medical men, and the lack of real know- 
ledge in reference to the fnstitutions of our domain. Foreigners, 
generally, having their attention directed to their home nationalities, 
forget the rapid strides that knowledge experience and ingenuity 
have been making over the western hemisphere, and are not able to 
appreciate our progression until a visit to our land dumbfounds 
them with the information that it is not the wilderness they supposed. 

Not many years since our English brethren thus expressed them- 
selves : "In the four quarters of the globe, who reads an American 
book, or goes to an American play, or looks dt an American picture? 
what does the world yet owe to American physicians or swyeoiis f"* 
Since tl^ wri&ng ef this quotation the times have changed; and an 
essay could be extended to a Volume in attenipting to portray the 
success and novelty of American operations; the new American surgi- 
cal appliances ; the courtesy extended by the most distinguished pro- 
fessors on the continent to American surgeons; and above all, in the 
translation of American medical and sui'^ical works into foreign 
tongues. It is my intention to call the minds of the profession to these 
facts especially, because on^this very subject there have been unkind 
feelings aroused, not only in the medical, but also in the dental 
world, to which latter the subject is invested with especial interest. 

In order to render the essay as complete as possible, I shall first 
speak' qf the structures in a state of health, then in a state of disease, 
and finally call attention to the means devised for the relief of the 
deformity, 

SECTION I. 
The Anatomy of the Haed Palate. 
"The hard palate, which," observes Cruveilhier. ** serves as a ful- 
crum for the tongue in the acts of tasting, mastication, deglutition, 
and in the articulation of sound," is composed of bone, fibrous stinic- 
ture and mucous membrane, supplied with arteries, veins and nerves. 
It extends from the posterior and internal surfaces of the teeth of 
the upper jaw, or more properly from the superior alveolar arch to 
the velum pendulum palati. 

* Sdinburgh Be^iew^ old series. No. LXV. This quotation was adopted by Dr. N. Ohap- 
man as the moitd to the Philadelphia Medical and Physical Journal in 1821. 
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The bony portion which forms the* roof of the mouth, by its 
inferior surface and by its superior aspect, the floor of the nares is 
composed of the palate processes of the superior maxillary and palate 
bones (^de Fig. 1 and 2), the former forming about three-fourths 
of the ossepus lamella, the remaining fourth belonging to the palate 
bones. It is these palate processes which correspond to the inter- 
maxillary bones of the inferior animals,jmd Mr. Nasmyth uses the 
following language in reference to them : ** These bones serve most 
importantly to render the upper jaw pliant, during the action of the 
mouth in the early years of life, and they are also of high account 
in promoting by their growt|i the latitude necessary for the proper 
arrangement of the teeth; as a means also of preventing concussion 
of the teeth they are valuable accessions in the mechanism of the 
mouth." 

The inferior surface of the palate processes of the superior maxil- 
lary bones are joined together by a harmonia suture, which, when 
the bones are articulated, gives rise to the palate ridge, which termi- 
nates anteriorly in the nasal spine, and posteriorly is continuous with 
a similar though less defined raphe in the palate bonesT Thes'd pro- 
cesses are thick and- strong in front, becoming thinner at tneir pos- 
terior margin. Immediately behind the incisor teeth is found the 
foramen incisivum, or the injferior orifice of the anterior palatine canal. 
This foramen ii^ the foetus makes the commencement of the inter- 
maxillary bones, the development of which is thus described by Mr. 
Nasmyth : * "In tlie foetal skull, at the point of junction of the pos- 
terior with the middle third of the foramen incisivum, a fissure may 
be observed which passes upward into the anterior palatine canal on 
each side, and may be traced onward to the floor of the nasal cavity. 
Having reached the latter situation, it inclines obliquely backward 
and outward for the distance of about a line, and then bei^ds for- 
ward and upward for the space of two or three lines, to the base 
of the nasal process of the superior maxillary bones, terminating 
upon the latter at one or two lines below tihe ridge for the inferior 
turbinated bone. If the fyramen incisivum be again examined, 
another fissure will be observed on the oral surface of the palate 
passing directly outward to the alveolus of the canine teeth, and 
curving greatly backward in its course. The portion of the bone 
which lies anterior to these fissures on each side and which supports 
J the incisor teeth is the inter-maxillary bone." 

The inferior surfaces of these processes are rough, somewhat un- 
even, and are perforated by small nutritious foramina. There are 
also observable some depressions for the palatine glands and a longi- 
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tadinal groove, sometimes converted into a canal for the passage of 
the posterior palatine vessels and nerve, hereafter to be noticed. 

TM Palate Processes of the Palate Bones. — ^These, likewise, re- 
ceived the name of horizontal plates (vide Fig. 1) and in this, as in 
the former instance, the inferior surface is the portion that enters 
into the anatomy of the region we are describing, therefore a de- 
scription of the horizontal plates is aft that is here introduced to the 
reader. The shape of each of these plates is quadrilateral, its internal 
surface being somewhat thicker than the remaining parts of the 
opposite side. The anterior part or edge of each plate being articu- 
lated, as has been already mentioned, with the posterior margins of 
the palate processes of tb4 superior maxillary bones. The posterior 
edge is thin, for the attachment of the velum pendulum palati, with 
a sharp projection in the centre of the posterior, nasal, or palate 
spine, which gives attachment to the azj'gos uvulas muscle. At the 
posterior part of the internal surface of these bones, a transverse 
ridge — more discernible in some than in other bones — is found, to 
which is inserted t^o tendon of the tensor palati muscle, and at the 
outer extremity of each plate is found a deep groove, which, when 
the bones are articulated, forms the posterior palatine canal, through 
which important vessels are conveyed to the parts. 

Mucovs MerrJyrane. — ^The mucous membrane of the hard palate is 
continuous with that of the lips and gums and partakes of the same 
characters. The epithelium is of the compound, scaly variety, and 
is continuous with the cuticle and stratum Malpighii of the skin at 
the margin of the lips. 

It is not however, readily divisible into two layers, but resembles 
the stratum Malpighii of the skin with the undermost lamine of the 
cuticle. It is said by Peasley* to possess the qualities of endosmose 
and exosmose. 

The corium is also continuous with the skin, but is more trans- 
parent, soft and extensible, though possessed throughout of con- 
siderable firmnedl. It consists, according to both KoUikerf a^ 
Peasley, of a single layer of cartilaginous tissue with elastic fibr* 
presenting on its outer surface great numbers of papillae, which 
resemble those found on the skin, generally single, but sometimes 
double or even multiple. These bodies are so numerous that their 
basis are sometimes in contact — they average from jj^ to ^^ of an 
inch m length, and ^^^ to ^^ of an inch in breath.f 

Fibrous Structure. — The fibrous sti^ucture of the hard palate is very 
dense, and as we find it in the gum, is intimately blended internally with 
the periosteum lining the bone, and externally with the oral mucous 
"' ■ ■' ' ■ ■ I ■- - ^ ■ 

* Histology, p. 814. \ Manual Haman History, Vol. II, p. S. % Loo. oit, p. ^15. 
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membrane. This structure has also reoewrcd the name jof the submucous 
cellular tissue, and is in some parts of a lighter red color than the gum, 
is thrown into slight rugie near the aperture of the mouth, and has a 
distinctly marked elevation or raphe following the course from 
before, backward of the suture of the palate processes of the supe- 
rior maxillary bones. With reference id this structure, Kollik«r 
remarks: {Manual Ihiman Hikology, Vol. IT, page ^.) ** Connective 
tissue is the predominant constituent of the submucous ccIIuIm: 
tissue, while throughout the proper mucous 'membrane, very nume- 
rous elastic elements are everywhere to be found. * • i^ * The 
elastic element of the subcutaneous cellular tissue has, generally, 
the form of scattered interstitial, and occasionally, though more 
rarely, of spirally convoluted fine fibres." 

Glands. — ^The glands of the hard palate are quite small, and are 
mostly confined to the posterior half, there being few, if any, 
noticed anteriorly ; they agree in their intimate structure with that 
of other mucous glands which has been described invariably as con- 
sisting of a number of lobes opening into an excretory duct. 

Arteines. — ^The arteries of the hard palate are derived chiefly 
from the third portion of the internal maxillary, the latest of 
which is the superior or descending palatine, which accompanies the 
large palatine nerve in its canal. (Fig. 8. B.) When it arrives at 
the palate, the vessel passes forward in the roof of the mouth, and 
anastomoses. with its fellow of the opposite side, and with a branch 
that descends from the nose through the anterior palatine fossce. 
The other palatine canals are supplied by this vessel as well as the 
mucous membrane fl!hd glands from the roof of the mouth. Naso- 
palatine.— After supplying the spongy bones, the outer wall 
of the nasal fossaa and the membrane lining the posterior eth- 
moidal cells, it passes through the anterior palatine canal, through 
which on the roof of the mouth it anastomoses with the descending 
palatine. Some ultimate ramifications also come from the pterygo- 
Mlatine artery. The back portion of the hard pAite and the palat- 
me glands receive some blood from the ascending palatine, which is 
a branch of the fecial artery. 

Veins. — ^The veins corresponding with the arteries jii^st mentioned 
unite in the spheno-maxillary fossa, and there form the alveolar 
plexus, into which are received ofeets from the pterygoid plexus 
and infra-orbital vein, and from it a large trunk receiving the name 
of the anterior internal maxillary vein, is directed forward below 
the malar bone to join the facial vein. 

Nerves. — The nerves of the hard palate, though belonging to the 
spheno-palatine branches of the siiperior maxillary, are nevertheless 
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connected in part with the spheno-palatine ganglion of Meckel, below 
which they are dfvided into several branches, generally those which 
supply the roof of the mouth and the soft palate also. . The first of 
these is the large anterior palatine nerve which reaches the roof of 
the buccal cavity through the large palatine canal, and extends for- 
ward nearly to the incisor teeth, where its filaments are joined by 
those from the naso-palatine. The posterior palatine nerve also 
sends a few twigs to the posterior portion of the hard palate. 

The neiTe of Cotunnius crosses the superior portion of the nasal 
fossa, enters a special canal by the side of the septum, and is there 
conveyed to the roof of the mouth, where it lies in the centre of 
the anterior palatine fossa. The nerves of Mie opposite sides are 
thus united in the mouth and are distributed in the mucous mem- 
brane behind the incisor teeth, there being connected with the larger 
palatine nerves. 

Lymphatics, — ^The lymphatics are derived from the mucous mem- 
brane of the part we have been considering, accompanying the 
branches of the internal maxillary artery, and terminate in the deep 
parotid and cervical lymphatic glands. 

Anatomical Recapitulation. 

Composition. — ^Boue, mucous membrane, fibrous structure, glands, 
arteries, veins, nerves, lymphatics. 

Boundary. — From superior alveolar arch to the velum pendulum 
palati. 

Bone* — ^Palate processes of superior maxillary and palate bones; 
traces of inter-maxillary bones of inferior animal§; connected byhar- 
monia suture; palate ridge; nasal spine; foramen incisivum; depres- 
sions for palatine glands; palatine spine (posterior); transverse ridge 
for tensor palati muscle; posterior palatine canal. 

Mucous Membrcme. — Epithelium of compound scaly variety; not 
readily divisible into two- layers; possesses power of endosmose and 
exosmosc; corium softer and more extensible than the true skin; con- 
sists of a single layer of collagenous tissue with numerous papillae. 

Fibrous structure. — Densely and intimately blended internally with 
periosteum, and externally with oral mucous membrane; rug» near 
aperture of Qiouth. 

Glands. — ^Small and confined to tke posterior hal^ structure simi- 
lar to others of oral cavity. 

Arteries. — ^Descending palatine; naso-palatine; pytergo palatine — 
from third part of internal maxillary; and sometimes the ascending 
pharyngeal artery — facial. 

Veins. — Correspond with the arteries of the same name, and assist 
to form alveolar plexus; empy into facial vein. 
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JV^crve^.-^Large anterior palatine; posterior palatyie; nerve of 
Cotunnius connected with Meckel's ganglia; also branches of su- 
perior maxillary. 

Lymphaiica, — From oral mucous membrane, and Terminate in deep 
parotid and cervical lymphatics. 

Use of hard palate. — ^^Fulcrum for the tongue in the act of tasting, 
in mastication, deglutition %nd articulation. 

SECTION IL 
The Anatomy of the Soft Palate. 

Velum Pendulum Palati — {Pendulous Veil of the Palate^ — ^Pala- 
tum PiiKDULUM — ClAUSTRUM PaLATI. 

The soft palate forms the division between the pharynx behind 
and the buccal cavity in froht, and has entering into its formation 
some important and peculiar strud;ures. Those who are familiar 
with the anatomy of the base of the skull must bear in mind the re- 
lative position of the pterygoid processes of the sphenoid with the 
horizontal plates of the palatine bones, for it is, to these that the 
muscular portions of vellum are attached, which muscles we now pro- 
pose to review in order. 

These muscles are nine in number, four on •ach side, and a central 
strip of muscular fibres — the azygos uvulae. They may be divided 
into elevators and depressors, viz. : 

Elevators, — ^Levator i)alati, tensor palati vel circumflexus palati. 

Depressors. — ^Palato-glossus, palato-pharyngeus. 

The levator palati (Fig. 4, A,) has its origin from the inferior 
surface of the apex of the petrous portion of the temporal bone, and 
from the under and internal portion of the cartilage of the Eustachian 
tube; the fibres descend and enter into the pharynx above the supe- 
rior constrictor, and then expand to assist in the construction of the 
soft palate; thus forming with its fellow of the opposite side a stra- 
tum of muscular fibres, which are also in conjunction with two planes 
of the palato-pharyngeus. 

The circumflexus palati or tensor palati, as (Fig. 4, B,) it is 
often called, is a small and naiTow band of muscular fibres, partly 
tendinous, between the pteiygoid muscle and the internal pterygoid 
plate of the sphenoid bone. It is attached to the scaphoid fossa at 
the base of th^tcrygoid process, and also to the Eustachian tube. 
Besides .there are some smaller fasiculi which have their points of 
origin from the vaginal process of the temporal bone and to the 
spinous process of the sphenoid. The fibres at the lower part of the 
muscle end in a tendon which winds around the trochlea or hamular 
process, and is inserted into the posterior border of the palate. Of 
the depressors of the palate, the palato-pharygeus (Fig. 5, £ and 6, D,) 
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PotUrUr View of the JElevator MuboUb of the Soft FmUOo, 

1. Basilar Process of Occipital Bone. 
9 9. Extremities of Petrous portion of Temporal Bones. 
8 8. Posterior Border of Superior Maxillary Bones. 
4 4. Hannular Processes of Sphenoid. 
6 5. External Pterygoid Plate of tame bone. 
6 6. Eustachian Tubes. 

A. Elevate Muscle (Levator PalatI). 

B. Tensor or Circumflex Palate, the former muscle being 

removed to show its course. 

C. Azygos Uvul». 



Digitized by 



Google 



Fig. 5. 




JxHeral VUw oftk« J}epre9 9 ors of the Soft PaimU. 



1. Hard PaUto •nding in 

S. Th« Uvula. 

8. Symphitit of Lowar Jaw. 



A. Orbicular Mu8cl« of Lipt. 

B. Uner Side of Buccinator Muacla. 

C. Ganio-hyo Glossut. 

D. Palato (alotsus (daprattor). 

E. Palato Pharyngau8 (dapraaaer). 

F. Amygdaloid Foaa». 
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is the larger, and /issists in the formation of the posterior pillar of the 
fances. The mnscle arises from the posterior border of the thyroid 
cartilage, and ascending behind the tonsil enters the side of the 
palate where it separates into two. fasciculi, the anterior of which is 
the deeper and much the stronger of the two, enters the substance 
of the palate between the levator and tensor and joins also, at the 
middle line, a corresponding portion of the opposite muscle. In the 
palate, the muscle encloses the levator palati and azygos uvulce 
between its«fibers. 

The constrictor isthmi faucium vel palato-gloseus (Pig. 5, D) 
assists in the formation ot the anterior pillar of the fauces, and 
extends to the side of the posterior surface of the tongue; or, it may 
be said to arise from this point, and then, passing a little upward 
and backward, in front of the tonsil, it completes the triangular 
space for the lodgment of the tonsil, and is inserted into its fellow 
of the opposite side. 

The azygos uvulae muscle (Fig. 4, C and 6, A) arises from the pos- 
terior palatine spine formed by the junction of the palate processes 
of the palate bone; ferps the substance of the uvula and has no 
insertion, the tip of the muscle hanging free in the fauces. A small 
band of the palato-pharyugeus separates the posterior surface of this 
muscle from the mucous membrane by which it is enveloped. 

These muscles are covered with mucous membrane, and, it will be 
seen, are more or less blended or interlaced at their points of iaser- 
tion, and act upon the soft palate as follows: 

The levator palati elevate the cmtain. The tensor palati, by their 
contraction, and the arrangement of the tendon ai'ouud the hamular 
process of the pterygoid plate, draws each side of the palate out- 
wards. The palato-pharyngeus acts downward and backward. The 
palato-glossus acts downward and forward. « 

It is very important to consider the normal action of these muscu- 
lar fibres, for the proper understanding of the surgical anatomy of 
cleft palate. For the better understanding of this subject let us 




consider that, in the diagram, A A is a curtain representing the soft 
palate, with a depending portion B, and that to it is ja^ed certain 
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moving powers, the fixed points of which are represented by the 
asterisks. It will be seen that if C C (Levatores palati) be exertedf. 
together, the curtain will be raised; that if D D (Tensors) act 
together the curtain will be rendered transversely tense; and that if 
C C and D D act conjointly, then the structure in question will be 
raised and drawn outward at the same time. Now if E E (Palato- 
pharyngei) act, the structure is drawn downward and backward; 
while if F F act, the curtain comes downward and forward. Now, 
during deglxdition^ the communication between the mouth in front, 
and the respiratory compartment above, is eflTectually prevented by 
the draxoing together of the palato-pharjmgei, combined with the 
superior constnctor muscle, which latter will be noticed when we 
come to speak of the anatomy of cleft palate. 

Mucous Membrane. — The mucous membrane cov^ing these muscles 
is continuous with that structure as found lining the cavities of the nose 
and the mouth, and from the dorsum of the tongue it is arranged into 
three glossoepiglottidian folds. The tonsils are also well covered by 
it, audit entei^ the Eustachian tubes. The membrane itselfis somewhat 
thicker than is found in other parts of the mouth and pharynx, and, 
as has been already stated, is found to consist of a single layer, pos* 
sessed of a minute papillas scattered irregularly over its entire sor* 
face. They are generally, however, found in groups, their bases 
behig so close together that they are rarely found to be more than 
their own breadth apart. The epithelium in that portion through 
which the food passes is scaly, while above, where it is only in eon- 
tact with the atmospheric air, it is columnar and ciliated. 

Svb'Mueus Tissue, — ^This is not nearly as firm as it is found in the 
gums and hard palate, and contains throughout its structure com* 
paratively large masses of fat. The pavement epithelium bears a 
close resemblance to that of the epidermis, particularly its appear- 
ance when treated with alkalies. 

Glands. — On the under side of the soft palate there has been dis- 
covered a considerable number of glands, which measure in some 
instances four lines in diameter, although generally they are very 
much smaller, and are "^Duud to diminishin s^e as they approach the 
free extremity of the curtain, particularly the uvula. These glands 
are composed of <ii|e or moM lobes with -a branched duct. 

Arteries. — The ipofiteiior or descending palatine (Fig. 7) comes 
from the third or spcnp-mjxilk^y piwti«a of the internal maxillary, 
passes through t]}e pqi^rior palatine caiial, hcHa which portion 
branches are given off ^o the soft palate. (Ttie mmn portion of the 
artery then runs forward to nourish the hard palate. 

The inferior palatine is one of the cervical branches of the facial. 
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AtkUrUfT new of thm JTmmIm of the Soft BaMmf. 



1. Basilar Procatt of Occipital Bona. 

5. Patrout Procett of Temporal Bona. 
8. Mastoid Precast of Temporal Bona, 
if Upper Surface of the Tongue. 

6. Epiglottis. 

6. Borders of Thyroid Cartilage. 

T. The OEyophagus slit open posteriorly. 

8. Wall of the (£sophagus everted. 



AA. Azygos Uvulii (divided as in cleft 
palate). 
Be Space betwean the Muscles. 
CC. Levatores Palati. 
00. Palato Pharyngeus. 
EE. Superior Constrictor, everted. 
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(Fig. 8) It ascends beneath the jaw to the pharynx, passing 
between the stylo-pharyngeus and stylo-glossus muscle, and divides 
near the levator palati into two branches — one follows the course of 
the tensor palati and the other passes to the tonsil. There are also 
branches of the dorsalis linguae, a branch of the lingual, which comes 
off beneath the hyoglossus muscle and runs upward, sapplying the 
soft palate and anastomosing with its fellow of the oppoSte side. 
There are also anastomosing twigs of the naso and spheno-palatine 
arteries. 

Veins. — The veins are much similar to those mentioned as supply- 
ing the hard palate, and are branches of sub-mental and the inferior 
palatine which form part of the tonsillar plexus. 

Jferues. — ^The nerves are three in number, and are, 

1. The anterior palatine (Fig. 7,) which is one of the terminal 
branches of the superior maxillary nerve, passes through the large 
palatine canal (giving off in its passage filaments which have received 
the name of the inferior nasal), afterwards terminating in the soft 
palate. • 

2. The posterior palatine nerve, which lies in the smaller palatine 
canal, and terminates in the soft palate, the levator palati muscle 
and the uvula. 

3. The external palatine is smaller than either of the above, and de- 
scends in the canal, and is also distributed over the velum and the tonsil. 

The tises of the soft palate ai'e chiefly connected with deglutition 
and enunciation. For the proper performance of either or both 
functions its integrity is indispensable. 

Anatomical Recapitulation. 

Composition. — Mucous membrane, muscles, glands, arteries, veins, 
nerves and lymphatics. 

Mucous Membrane. — Continuous with that of the hard palate, nose 
and mouth, and possessing sifnilar properties. Is somewhat thicker 
than in other parts of the mouth. Epithelium scaly in those locali- 
ties with which food comes in contact, while those parts touched 
only by the air it is columnar and ciliated. 

Glands. — ^Thickly interspersed throughout. 

Muscles. — ^Elevators, (levatores palati); Tensors, (tensores palati); 
Depressors (palato-pharyngi and palato-glossi), azygos-uvulse. 

Arteries. — Superior palatine, branch of the third or spheno- 
maxillary portion of the internal maxillaiy, passing through both the 
posterior and anterior palatine canal. Inferior palatine, cervical branch 
of the fecial, divides near the levator palati muscle and follows the 
course of the tensor palati. There are anastomosing branches of the 
naso and spheno-p^latme. 
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Veins. — Correspond with arteries and assist in the formation of 
the alveolar plexus and tonsillar plexus. • 

Nerves. — ^Anterior palatine, posterior palatine, external palatine: 
branches of the superior maxillary. 

Uses. — Chiefly deglutition and enunciation. 

♦ SECTION m. 

The Anatomt op Clept Palate. 

Having given the anatomy of the hard palate and of the velum pendu- 
lum palati, it is necessary that a thorough understanding be had of the 
structures which enter into and act upon the parts which compose the 
cleft palate. 

On this point in surgery, the name of Mr. Fergusson stands pre- 
eminent, for it is to him we have to ascribe our knowledge of some 
of the peculiar actions which have ever been observed in the split 
v^lum, and which were reserved for him to explain. 

Whatever may be the disputes regardi^jg priority in the division 
of those muscles which enter into the formation of the velum, yet, 
we believe, no one has yet refused to him the palm of perfecting^ our 
knowledge of the surgical anatomy of the parts in question. 

For the better understanding of what is to follow, it is necessary 
here to bring to the consideration of our hearers, another muscle, or 
at least, a portion of muscular fibres known as the superior constric- 
tor of the pharynx. (Fig. 6, E.) As usually studied, the points 
of origin of this muscle are anteriorly, but where one of these parts 
is in a state of division, its origin should be considered as the me- 
dian raphe, on the posterior wall of the pharynx, together with the 
aponeuroses of the same ; the fibres then pass round on either side of 
the pharynx and are inserted into the inner surface of the internal 
pterygoid plate, particularly the lower third, with the posterior part 
of the mylo-hyoid ridge of the lower^w and the mucous membrane 
of the mouth, and sides of the tongue. Particular attention, however, 
should be given to the upper border, which consists of arched fibres, 
with which the levator and tensor palati muscles are connected. 
Having now well in mind the action of the elevators and depressors 
of the velum, let us give Mr. Fergusson's idea on the subject : He 
tells us* that the extreme mobility of two portions of the cleft palate 
have long been noticed but that not much attention has been given 
to the moving powers. If a person with cleft palate be desired to 
swallow a little water slowly and with the mouth partially open, the 
back parts of the fissure may be seen to approach each other, and it 

* Observalions on clftft palate, with eases iUnstraiinff the new operation of staphjrloraphyi 
l»7 Wm. Pergnsson« P. R. 8. London Journal of Mecucine, January 1849. 
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is this approximation which was formerly supposed to render the 
case favorable for operative procedure. " The cause of this move- 
ment/' he continues, ** had never been inquired into; so accurate 
an observer as Malgaigne,* had been content to state that it was a 
muscular action, of which it was difficult to give an explanation; the 
semi-circle which these muscles form on the back and sides of the 
pharynx, is, during deglutition, drawn into almost a straight line ; 
the fibres come forward, inward, and some of them downward, so 
that the soft structures immediately in front, being the two portions 
of the split palate, are pushed in similar directions, and thus the 
posterior part of the fissure is made to close." It was from a careful 
study of these words of Mr. F., that it was thought preferable, when 
speaking of the origin and insertion of the superior constrictor, to 
reverse the usual manner of describing the muscle, because it is 
easier to understand how, by the superior arched border of* the 
muscle in question, the margins of the cleft are pushed together. In 
other essays on the same subject, he speaks of three other conditions 
in which the flaps of a cleft palate are noticed to be operated upoi^ 
by the action of the muscles in question: First. When thb parts are 
not irritated, and are in a perfectly quiescent condition, the lateral 
flaps are quite distinct, the posterior nares and the upper part of 
the pharynx being observed above and behind. Second. If the flaps 
are touched or irritated, they are pressed up^^ard by a motion that 
appears to commence at the middle of each. Third. If the parts be 
still further irritated, by pushing the finger against them in the fis- 
sure, each flap is forcibly drawn upward and outward, and can 
scarcely be distinguished from the rest of the parts which enter into 
the formation of the sides of the nostrils and throat. These peculiar 
actions will be all readily understood after a careful study of the 
preceding anatomical details. 

Mr. Fergusson further remarks that these lateral movements could 
not possibly have escaped observation, but had never been satis- 
factorily explained. ** Doubtless any anatomist could have guessed 
that the levatores palati (Fig. 6, C,) caused the elevation of these 
pal-ts. He could not, however, have supposed that the palato- 
pharyngei (Fig. 6, D,) could enlarge the fissure; on the contrary, 
in accordance with the doctrines of Dzondi and Muller (which are 
those usually enteitained), he might suppose that these last named 
muscles would in reality close the fissure ; for their action in the 
normal state of the parts is, to bring together the posterior pillars of 
the fauces. An examination of the course of the fibres of these mus- 
cles in the cleft state of the palate, will show beyond a doubt, that 

• DabUn Journal of the Medical Scienoes; July 1, 1843. 
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one of their actions will be to pull their edges asunder. In this state 
of the parts, the anterior or upper extremity of each muscle is at- 
tached to the posterior margin of the osseous palate, and the fibres, 
in their progress downwards towards the sides of the pharynx, foiin 
a convexity on the margins of the soft flap (in fact it is this convex 
part which constitutes the most bulky portion of the flap); thus the 
action of this muscle tends towards the straight line, the parts are 
drawn asunder, and consequently the gap is enlarged." 

There cannot be much doubt that these muscles, the palato- 
pharyngei also assist, during deglutition, in bringing the edges of 
the cleft together while at other times they assist to draw downward 
and outwards the sides of the fissure. 

The next point to be remembered is the position of the Eustachian 
tubes, which open on each side of the upper part of the pharynx, at 
the back part of the inferior meatus; just below and in front of these 
openings we have those parts of the muscles which it is necessary 
to divide for the successful termination of staphyloraphy. The 
irteries have already been mentioned, when directing attention to 
the anatomy of the hard and soft palates, and are the posterior and 
anterior palatine; one being give off from the internal maxillary and 
the other from the facial; these vessels may be divided in forming 
the flaps, and therefore it is well to recollect the plan proposed by 
Mr. Pollock, Mr. Piel#, and others, with reference to the necessity 
of performing but a part of- the operation at once. 

• Recapitulation. 

Superior constrictor of pharynx, in split palate, acting with the 
palato-pharyngei, cause the edges of the fissure to close duiilig the 
act of deglutition.' 

The action of the tensors and levators cause the sides of the cleft 
to be forcibly drawn apart when the parts are irritated. 

The posterior nares and the position of the Eustachian tubes and 
the hamular process of the pterygoid plates, must be thoroughly 
understood. 

SECTION IV. 

Staphyloraphy. 
By the term staphyloraphy is understood the operation for the 
closure of clefts in the palate. Other synonyms are cionorrhaphy 
velosynthesis, kionorrhaphy and uraniscorrhaphy. According to Vel- 
peau,^the!ancieats did not resort to any method for this malorganization^ 
Although Boland, Hamemann and T^non, had mentioned and seen 
it. M. Colombe experimented with the cadaver as to the practical ap- 
plication of instruments, and endeavored to perform -an operation for 

* Operative Surgery^ toI. iil> p. 388. 
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its relief upon a patient; the latter, however, refused to submit to 
surgical interference. It appears that M. Eoux, in 1819, operated suc- 
cessfully upon a young physician named M. Stephenson, who published 
his cure in a thesis in London in 1821. In the same year, M. Alcock of 
London, was not less fortunate than the Parisian. The countrymen 
of Mr. Graefe attribute to him the first efforts to cure the deficiency, 
which, though unsuccessful, were published in Hufelaud's Journal in 
1817. Many other surgeons, however, have succeeded in closing the 
cleft; among whom may be noticed Roux, Jousselin, Baubien and 
Gaillot, in France; Dieffenbach, Wemecke, Lesenberg, Schwerdt and 
Krimer, in Germany; Alcock, Fergusson, Pollock, Druitt, Miller 
and Gay, in Great Britain; and Smith, Mott, Hosack, Mutter, Warren, 
Gross and Pancoast^ in America. There are, at thcl^present day, very 
many surgeons, both in our own and foreign countries, who have 
brought the different and difficult steps of the operation to quite a 
degree of perfection, which will be mentioned ei sequitwr. 

Aa has already been shown, Mr. Fergusson and others have given 
very especial attention to this subject, and surgeons now-a^days, for 
the most part, agree that the division of the palatine muscles is a 
veiy essential step in the operation^ How any one should consider 
this not necessary or impracticable, we are at a loss to understand, and 
yet Mr. Syme — very high authority — denies the possibility of this 
part of the operation. Perhaps there may be some personal feeling 
between these two distinguished surgeons, for they have also dis- 
agreed very materially in other points in surgical science, particu- 
larly with reference to the excision of the head of the femur. 
' It may be well here to call attention to Mr. Syme's words;* he 
regards the division of the muscles in question " an entire delusion, 
smce a partial division would, of course, produce no good effect, 
while a complete one is impracticable, and, if accomplished, would 
be useless. The muscles proposed to be divided, are the levator 
palati and palato-pharyngei. These muscles ' are not slender 
threads, but fleshy masses of considerable thickness and breadth, 
occupying a very deep, inaccessible and irritable part of the faucus. 
• * * * That the muscles in question may be wounded or par- 
tially divided, I readily admit, but that they can be completely cut 
across, and still more that they can be so with certainty, I no less 
positively deny. » * * * I may here remark that very serious 
doubts have been entertained as to the expediency of performing 
this operation at all, since it cannot be attempted with any prospect 
of success, until the patient is old enough to' abstain from voluntary 
resistance, and then the organs of voice have become so practiced 

• Edinbnrgfa Ifontfaly Journal, April, 1864; Rankin's Abatraot, 1854, p. 180. 
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in overcoming the difficulties of their imperfect condition, that 
closure of the fissure, so far from being always beneficial, sometimes 
appears injurious to the distinctness of ai*ticulation." But, as has 
already been remarked, very many surgeons have not found the 
operation so very difficult; I have myself succeeded in dividing 
them, and also of observing the great relief given to the tension of 
the flaps so soon as the division was effected. Mr. Gay,* surgeon to 
the Royal Free Hospital, reports 'three cases bearing especially on 
this point. The first is one of a girl aged twenty, having a congeni- 
tal cleft in the hard and soft palates, and an imperfectly united hare- 
lip. In this case the plan was resorted to with great benefit; the 
same proceeding dso being adopted in the third case, in which the 
practicability of dividing the palatine muscles was doubted by Mr. 
Fergusson, who was present. at the operation, but which was finally 
consummated with transverse incisions. Dr. Gross f says: *^ In most 
of the operations performed, for the cure of this defect, it is neces- 
sary, as suggested by Mr. Fergusson, to divide the palato-pharyngeal 
and elevator muscles, on account of the resistance which they offer 
to the approximation of the edges of the fissure,'' and Druitt also 
recommends the same proceeding. 

After a careful perusal of the different authors upon ,this very 
interesting subject, and some experience in operating upon cleft 
palate, it is found that in a single operation on a cleft of any mag- 
nitude, the combined experience of all can be brought to bear on a 
single operation. It is not easy to imagine a more tedious proceed- 
ing than a carefully conducted operation for cleft palate. It is quite 
a simple thing to write about, and looks so facile in the surgical 
plates and wood cuts that the inexperienced would scarcely believe 
the amount of time, patience and perseverance which is necessary for 
the accomplishment of the closure of the cleft. The following are 
most important considerations in the matter: 

1st. The preparation of the patient. 

2d. The condition of the weather. 

3d. The position of the patient. 

4th. The avoidance of chloroform or other anaesthetics. 

5th. The requisite number of assistants. 

6th. The use of a good sized mirror to throw Reflected light upon 
the parts. ^ 

7th. The requisite kinds and variety of instruments. 

8th. Position of the surgeon. 

9th. A portion of the cleft should only be closed at one operation. 

10th. Paring the edges of the fissure. 

• Lancet^ 1853. f System of Surgery, Vol. II. 
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11th. Dissection of the flaps. 

1 2th. Division of the palatine muscles. 

13th. Introduction of the sutures. 

14th. Closing the fisure. 

15th. The after treatment. 

1. Prepardtion of the Patient.. — ^For some time before the opera- 
tion is to be performed, the patient ^ould accustom the parts to 
the presence of foreign bodies, by introducing substances into the 
mouth, and while touching the sides of the cleft, endeavor to control 
the muscles, and thus avoid their being pressed aside, or spasmodi- 
cally contracted. A great deal can be dpne by the patient in this 
manner, and it is quite astonishing, how after a time, these muscles 
may be brought under the control of the will, and of how much 
assistance this power will be to the operator during the varied steps 
of the procedure. 

2. The condition of the weat/ier, — A great desideratum in the 
performance of the operation of staphyloraphy is a bright^ clear day. 
It is better, when making the appointment with the patient, to state 
when the period for the operation arrives, that unless the day is 
bright and clear, the attempt to close the fissure will not be made. 
A room should, if possible, be selected which faces the sun, and the 
curtains or blinds 6hT>uld be removed from the windows to allow a 
fiiir supply of light. This direction may appear trivial, but I can 
assure the reader that it is of great import. 

3. The position of the patient. — ^The patient should sit in an arm 
chair, facing the window, with his feet upon a stool fixed firmly to 
the floor, with his head supported on the breast of an assistant. The 
jaws should be separated with a piece of wood set firmly between 
the molar teeth. 

4. Chloroform is perfectly inadmissible in this operation, and 
should never be given. It frequently happens that both the patient 
and his relatives and friends importune the surgeon for the 'exhibition 
of the anesthetic agent, they not being aware of the additional difii- 
culties that arise from its administration. In the first place, during 
the whole period of the operation, the patient not undei: the influence 
of chloroform very materially assists the operator by depressing or 
holding forward the tongue and keeping the teeth firmly set upon 
the foreign substance introduced within the mouth. In the second 
place, the blood may trickle down into the throat of the unconscious 
patient and threaten sufibcation. Thirdly, vomiting or retching or 
coughing is very likely to occur, during the paring of the edges, in 
which cases the flaps are spasmodically drawn aside, by the muscles, 
rendering them not only difficult to hold, but perhaps tearing away 

[Assem. No. 190.] 4 
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the edges from the forceps, or preventing the operator entirely from 
properly refreshing the edges; or, during the introduction of the 
sutures, as the needle is passing the flapi or is about to be seized by 
the assistant, the parts are drawn away, the needle lost, or the stitches 
torn out, or if the untoward accident happen as the sutures are being 
drawn together, the whole operation may be entirely spoiled by the 
action of the muscles in question. .Therefore, when we consider these 
yei;y difficult steps in the operation, the time taken to consummate, 
them, their tediousness and their delicacy, it is far better to refuse 
peremptorily, the performance of the operation, rather than allow 
the exhibition of chloroformor antesthetics. A little wine from time 
to time may be of service, as advised by Mr. Pollock. 

5. The requisite number of assistants. — ^There should be at least 
three assistants — one to support the head, a second to assist the ope- 
rator, and a third to 

6. Throw light into the mouth by means of a good sized mirror. — 
This last precaution is of very great importance, and is not generally 
mentioned by writers on the subject. No one who has had the op 
portunity of testing the additional aid given by reflected lights thrown 
directly upon the cleft, will attempt the performance of the operation 
without it. Let an assistant take a good sized mirror, of at least two 
feet in length by a foot and a half in breadth, and, resting it upon 
the floor, or other stationary point in the room, reflect the rays of 
the sun into the cavity of the mouth. 

7. The instruments ai-e a long pair of forceps (Fig. 9, A) with 
a bent handle, the jaws of which are armed with fine teeth, or, as 
advised by Mutter an(i others, a small, sharp hook, whereby the 
flaps may be held; several hiives (B B B) with long handles and 
shanks, but with a small cutting edge, also at least two with a double 
edge, bent at right angles with the handles, to separate the flaps from 
the hard palate; several small cui^ved needles (C C) not more than 
an inch in length, with a double edge, and made to can*y silver wire; 
a needle holder (D); a pair of dressing forceps, slightly curved at 
the jaws, to seize the needles after they have been passed into the 

• flaps; a pair of long, curved scissors (E); several perforated buck 
shot; an instrument to forcibly compress the shot (F); also one 
shaped somewhat like an ordinary fork, which may be affixed to the 
^nd of the forceps (A), or set in a handle, for passing the 
shot up to the cleft before it is closed; several sponge probangs, to 
cleanse the blood from the throat and also to remove the mucus 
which often accumulates about the parts; iced water to arrest hemor- 
rhage, and wine and water wherewiih, from time to time, to stimu- 
late the patient through the tedious proceeding. 
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8. The position of the surgeon. — ^Mr. Fergusson states that he has 
often operated standing behind the patient, supporting the head and 
looking into the* mouth, after the usual manner of dentists. This 
may be an excellent method, and can be often resorted to after sit- 
ting for a long time. To begin the operation, however, after having 
the patient in the proper position, the day propitious, and the rays 
of the sun reflected yito the cavity of the mouth, it is better for the 
surgeon to sit in front of the patient, with a steady assistant (also 
sitting) on his left^ with the forceps, or tl^e hoot already described — 
the loiver portion of the margin of the left side of the fissure is seized 
and put gradually on the stretch. The surgeon then, with the knife 
already described (see plate), is ready to commence the operation. 

9. If the fissure is' large, it is better that several operations be per- 
formed. Dr. Pollock* (whose detailed operations will be found fur- 
ther on) divides the operation into two periods, assigning as a reason, 
the di^nger which may arise from the thin flaps being imperfectly 
nourished, and thereby sloughing (a most xlisastrous result) would 
ensue, because the anterior and posterior palatine arteries would be 
divided in the single operation. By allowing some weeks to elapse 
between the first and second operation, the collateral circulation is 
established. Mr. Field Jias stated that there -are very few defects in 
the hard palate that cannot be remedied by steady perseverance and 
repeated trials, provided the patient have a sufficient amount of for- 
titude. He says: '' My own experience has led me to conclude that 
the principal reason of failure is, too much having been attempted at 
one time; nature has been asked for too much at once, and so has 
refused the demand altogether, which she would readily have yielded 
in installments." It is, therefore, always better to inform the patient, 
if the cleft is at all considerab)^, that for the Successful termination 
of the operation it will be necessary that portions only of the fissure 
be closed at one time. 

10. The flaps having been put upon the stretch by, the forceps, ad 
already mentioned, in the hands of an assistant, ^e edges may be 
pared from below upward, if it be designed to close the soft parts 
first;^ if, on the ooutraiy, it is deemed requisite to unite the parts of 
the hard palate, the knife ia entered at the anterior margin of the 
cleft, and the edges refreshed to as great an extent as is deemed 
advisable. If the malformation is flight it is better to begin from 
below and pass the knife upward; if, however, the deformity bo ex- 
tensive^ it is advised to operate first upon the hard palate. In paring 
the edges, care must be taken on the one hand, not to take off too 
much and thus widen tife gap, and on the oth|^ hand, a sufficient 
• » — 

• Lanoetj FebroAry Sd, IBM; p. 1 UT. 
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amount of tissue must be remoyed to allow a fair chance to the heal- 
ing process. • 

11. Dissection of the flaps.— TMb portion of the •operation Is one 
of the most difficult and tedious. I believe to Dr. J. Mason Wai'ren, 
of Boston, is due the credit of having first introduced this step of 
the procedure, and it is of very great import. Dr. Warren states*' 
that by the deformity in cleft palate, the elevation of the roo^ of the 
mouth is increased, and that the imperfect palate is -formed into a 
high pointed arch, afld that by separating the soft structures from 
the bone, the flaps unite at a lower level in the median line.. The 
adherence of the covering of the palate to the subjacent bones, 
causes much difficulty in separating the one from the other, and the 
division must be effected with a double edged knife, with the cutting 
surfaces bent at a rifi^ht angle with the shank; to effect the separation 
-with the ordinary straight instrument is utterly impossible, and it is 
better not to attempt this step in the proceeding without the appro- 
priate instruments; the pointed edge of the knife is introduced close 
to the bone, and by a lateral motion the flap is, as gently as possible, 
separated. Great care must also be used to prejrent bruising the 
flaps. It is during this tedious part of the operation, that a little 
wine fs often found beneficial in assisting th^ patient to undergo the 
ordeal to which he is necessarily subjected. 

12. Division of the Palatine Muscles.- — ^There are many instruc- 
tions for the appropriate manner of dividing these muscles, the actions 
of which tend to draw apart the edges of the fissure, and either these 
recommended by Dr. Pollock or Mr. Fergussonj may be resorted to. 
The incisions recommended by both Dieffenbach and Boux, are not 
worthy of much consideration, because they are not founded upon 
strict anatomical knowledge. Mr. P^Iock recommends that, having 
put the flap upAi the stretch, a sharp pointed, double edged knife 
be passed through the side of the palate inside of the hamular pro- 
ceBs (which can readily be felt through the soft parts), and the point 
being directed il^ward and inward, is soon found to have passed 
through the soft palate and is seen projecting into the "fissure. The 
handle of the instrumeqt is then raised and a; cut is made along the 
posterior surface of the soft palat^- Me. Fergusson divides the belly 
of the levator palati before it is expanded upon the velum, and then, 
with the curved scissors, cuts through the palato-pharyngeus. It may 
also be necessary to divide tlie anterior pillar of the fauces, as recom- 
mended by Dr. Warren. 

Not much stress is laid upon the division of the circumflex muscle 
of the palate, alth(^gh at one time Mr. Lislon regarded it also as of 

*New England Qaarterlj Jonrnftl oT Medioine and Sargery; April, 1843, p. 558. 
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mach importance. It appears, however, after carefully examining 
some aq^tomical preparations in the possession of Mr. Fergusson, 
thiit the former distinguished surgeon was obl^ed to concur in* the 
belief that the main action of drawing apart the edges of the cleft 
was clearly attributable to the levator and not the tensor palati 
muscle. It is very advisable that the wound through the mucous 
membrane be made as small as possible, and therefore after having 
pushed the knife through the muscle by a lateral motion of the handle, 
the Ynuscles may be divided behind the mucous membrane to a con^ 
siderable extent. 

13. Introduction of the sutures. — ^The next step is the introduction 
of the sutures. All things considered, and though Dieffenbach used 
lead wires, and Mr. Fergusson gives preference to the well waxed 
silken threads, silver wire well annealed may be considered as the 
best form of suture. The needles should not be more than three- 
quarters to an inch in length and curved at the point. They having 
been armed with the wire are irv^erted into the needle-holder at any 
angle which may be most convenient, and beginning at the lower 
margin of that part of the fissure which it is desirable to ck>se, should 
be passed through the flap. So soon as the point is seen in .the cleft, 
the needle-holder is opened and the needle drawn out into the cavity 
of the mouth by means of an ordinary forceps held by an assistant. 

The needle is then again inserted into the* holder and introduced at 
a point directly opposite on the other margin of the cleft and again 
drawn out into the mouth. It is well, as the wires are drawn with- 
out the^buccal cavity, to move them, in order that when the sutures 
are to be tightened, the operator may not become confused, or lose 
time in untangling them. Considerable embarrassment often occurs 
in this way. A very good plan is to tie a single knot on the ends of 
the first wire; two knots for the second; three knots for the third, 
and so on. Three, four, or even more sutures, may be required. 

The next step is the 

14. Closing the fismre^ which is easily effected thus: Take both 
ends of the wire which are outside the mouth, untie the knots which 
have been made for marking them; take an end of the wire between 
the fpre-finger and thumb of each hand, and make gentle traction on 
them in order to see that they move easily; then, bringing both ends 
of the wire together, pass them through a perforated buck shot, which 
may be slid along the wiTe close up to the fisSure by the prong on 
the extremity of the forceps. The shot is then taken hold of by the 
jaws of the compressor, slid securely to its place, and by pressing 
firmly the handles of the instrument together, it secures the ball close 
to the cut surfaces. In opening the handles of the compressor, care 
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must betaken to observe that the shot, compressed as It now is, does 
not adhere to thegaws of the instmraent The ends of the wire are 
now cut off close to the shot and their ends bent over it, to prevent 
any ifijury being inflicted upon the tongue. This method of closing 
the fissure was first originated some years since by Sir Philip Cramp- 
ton; although for a more thorough knowledge of silver sutures in 
surgery, we are indebted to J. Marion Sims, of New York. 

15. After treatmenL — The patient should sit up in bed for several 
nights, or at all events lie with his shoulders well elevated, in order 
to prevent any discharges from trickling into the fauces, and by the 
irritation they would produce, cause sneezing or hawking. He must 
not be allowed to talk, and should make his wants known, or answer 
any necessary questions by writing. All hawking or other actions 
with the throat must be avoided, and no solid food is to be allowed. 
The diet being soupfe, gruel, milk, or other liquid substances. 

The sutures may be taken away from the fifth to the ninth day, 
according to the circumstances of the case, but it is far preferable 
not to be in any hurry for their removal if the parts are doing welL 
To removeb them it is necessary to hold the shot with a pair of for- 
ceps, and with the curved scissors divide the wires between the shot 
and the cleft. 

The above is a tolerably accurate description of the operation as I 
have perfoiTued it, and as will be observed embraces nearly all the 
suggestions of all authorities on the subject. !»- order, however, to 
make this essay complete, the methods of other surgeons are given 
in full, ^ 

Mr. Fergusson's Operation. 

The following description of Mr. Fergusson's operation is given 
in his own words. He says: 

When I first drew the attention of surgeons to the anatomy of the 
clieft palate, and pointed out the motor powers likely to prevent the 
success of the ordinary operation of staphyloraphy,^ waa chiefly 
anxious to point out how and where the muscles of the palate might 
be divided for the purpose of insuring that state of quiescence which 
appeared so necessary to secure union in the mesial line. I wished 
to put the operation on that scientific basis which characterizes 
the modern operations for club-foot, bent knee, strabisnms, etc. 
Although fully satiafied of the correcti>^ss of my views, I have 
occasionally had difficulty in explainmg why there should be move- 
ment in the flaps after the incisions requisite for the divisions of the 
muscles in question had been made. At fiist I was puzzled on this 
point, but I belieYe I now understand the cause. It generally hap- 
pens, even after the supposed divisions of the levator muscles, that 
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considerable jerking in the flaps may be observed, and such move- 
ments I have no doubt are produced by the palato-pharyngei. Sup- 
posing the two pillars of the pharynx divided, the portions of the 
muscles in front may yet vary in length according to their contrac- 
tion or relaxation, and if their anterior extremities still remain in 
connection with the posterior margin of the hard palate, the action 
may be sufEcientlj' vigorous to give the impression, at first sight, 
that little good has resulted from the prelinunary incisions. If, 
however, the parts be seized with the forceps and pulled towards the 
mesial line, the comparatively feeble influence which the muscles now 
exert will be very striking. Besides averting muscular spasms, the 
incision which I recommend possessed another advantage which I 
did not insist upon in my first paper so much as it seems to deserve. 
While the parts are stretched across the roof of the mouth, after the 
insertion of the stitches, the wound is made to gape, and in this con- 
dition h covered with a layer of lymph, which has the effect of 
thickening the tissues for the time, and also keeping them more 
quiet than they would be otherwise. I have such confidence in the 
accuracy of this view, that I prefer a free incision fn the site of the 
levator palati rather than a short wound a little broader than the 
blade; and I recommend the free incision too, because many of the 
fibres of the palato-pharyngeus muscle will be cut, whereby further 
relaxation will be permitted. The incision may be effected either 
with a fine division of the mucous membrane, or the knife giay be 
J)lunged through this membrane and then carried backwards and for- 
wards to effecl the division of the tissues within. I have sometimes 
acted on this latter plan, but, in my opinion, it is best to make the 
opening in the mucous membrane as free, or nearly so, as the wound 
in the muscular tissues. The blood flows readily away, and there 
is no infiltration of it in the soft tissues as happens when the mem- 
brane is left almost entire. In general, X find that, if the preliminary 
divisions above the palate be made free, and in an especial manner, 
the anterior extremity of the palato-pharyngeus be separated par- 
tially or perhaps completely, from the posterior border of the hard 
palate, there is Uttle need for the division of the posterior pillar of 
the fauces. There is perhaps little or no risk in dividing this part; 
but after so doing I have usually noticed that the two sides of the 
uvula became more oeclematous than on the other occasions, probably 
from the defective circulation through the veins. In some instances, 
however, the division of that part of the palato-pharyngeus which 
forms the posterior pillar of the fauces greatly facilitates approxi- 
mation of the sides of the posterior extrenodty of the fissures; and 
in all instances when, notwithstanding any incisions that may hare 
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already been made above each flap, the muscular action of the part 
seems still vigorous, I should deem the divisions of the parts in 
question of great service. It has often appeared to me that when 
the head is thrown far back, for the purpose of exposing the palate 
to a strong light, the flaps have been drawn towards the. posterior 
nares, and that, in the same instai^e when the head was not kept 
back so far, the parts naturally came nearer the tongue. To account 
for these circumstances I am disposed to think that when the head 
is thrown for back, the axis of the muscle is changed, and that its 
axis instead of being downward is upward, just as the stemo mastoid 
muscles are understood to incline the head forward or "backwards, 
according to the angle which the base of the skull forms with the 
top of the spine. Anywise, I have never found it advantageous 
during the operation, to stretch the head very far back. In cutting 
so near the numerous large vessels which are in this vicinity, some 
danger from hemorrhage might be apprehended. I have never yet, 
however, had the least trouble on this score. I have always used iced 
water in my operations, and the hemorrhage which never amounts 
to a tablespoonful has invariably ceased before the termination of 
the operation. There might be imminent danger if the knife were 
carried far back above the palate, but so long as it is limited in its 
action between posterior nares and the posterior border of the levator 
palati there is no possibility of reaching any large vessel. Farther 
back Ifian this there might be a risk of the point passing out at the 
side of the upper part of the pharynx, and doing serious injury. 

Me: Pollock's Opeeation^. 

The following explains the method of Mr. Pollock, The line of 
the first incision of the edges of the cleft must run along the line 
of union between the mucous membrane of the mouth and that of 
the nose. It must be made with a knife consisting of a flat piece 
of steel, bent at a right angle about a quarter of an inch from the 
extremity; the cutting edge of which must be about an eighth of 
an inch broad in the center, and rounded off narrower to each end; 
a much broader knife of the s^^me character must ly used to detach 
the soft parts from the bone, an operation requiring great care to 
avoid lacerating and bruising them. 

Knives bent at various angles are required for various parts of the 
mouthy and one is recommended, the blade of which should be acted 
on by a screw; they should be strong and firm, and as broad as can 
be conveniently used. The edges, when detached, should never be 
broHght together by sutures, unless they fall and meet together 
without traction. 

A suture sheuld be introduced through each of the curtains of 
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the newly detached palate, which ia preferable to the use of for- 
ceps when manipulating them. The ends of the sutures must be 
brought out of the mouth, and tied in a knot, so that there may be 
no fear of their being withdrajvn, and thus the flap can be raised or 
moved about without fear of bruising or lacerating the edges, which 
is often one of the most frequent causes of failure of union. When 
the flaps or curtains do not meet their own weight in the mesial 
line, a curved knife must be introduced through the palate near the 
last molar tooth, on* each side, and pushed upwards and inwards 
between the bone and soft parts, until its point is seen in the fissure, 
when the blade must be moved slightly backwards and forwards. 
Lateral incisions may also be required. Mr. Pollock strongly insists 
on the propriety of not attempting too much at once, and for these 
reasons : the separation of a large surface greatly interferes with its 
nutrition; both anterior and posterior palatine arteries would be 
divided at the same time, and sloughing rendered thereby probable; 
the length of the operation and consequent fatigue and pain to the 
jytient. The hard palate should first be operated upon because the 
anterior palatine artery being usually divided in that procedure, 
the flaps obtain ample nourishment from the posterior palatine ves- 
sels, and again firm union of the new formed palate is usually 
followed by a sensible diminution in the breadth of the fissure of 
the soft palate. Again, it is the more tedious and painful operation 
of the two. In operating on the soft palate, the levator palati 
muscle is divided as follows : The flap being put on the stretch by 
the traction of the suture above mentioned, a sharp pointed, double 
edged knife must be passed through the side of the palate, on the 
inner side of the hamular process, which can be readily felt through 
the soft parts. The point being kept in a direction upwards and 
inwards, is soon seen to have passed through the soft palate, and 
projecting into the gap of the fissure above the line of the levator. 
The handle must then be raised, and a sweeping cut made along the 
posterior surface of the soft palate^ The knife being withdrawn 
leaves but a small opening in the mucous membrane, and the levator 
ia found to be freely divided. If this proceeding does not sufli- 
ciently liberate the curtain, the incision may be carried down to the 
free margin of the soft palate. Sutures should never exert the 
slightest traction or pressure. Their removal of course will depend 
on the circumstances of the case ; but usually the first may be re- 
moved on the third or fourth day. After the operation, soft, pulpy 
food or fluid should be given liberally; it ib very important to insist 
on this, as the pati^t will otherwise be deterred by the pain of 
swallowing. Whiteness and coating of the tongue after tl^e opera- 
tion are not to be considered indications for the administration of 
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physic, nor are various conditions of the tongue and- the fauces 
previous to operation, and which are due to the absence of the hard, 
palate, to be regarded as indications of defective general health ; 
the latter however should always be pjsrfect at the time of operation. 
The operator upon the hard palate must not be discouraged by fail- 
ure in gaining union at first, for when the flaps are thin and scanty, 
they are often rendered thicker and* more vascular by separation 
from their attachments. When attempts are made to close an 
aperture in the palate, caused either by malformation <>r disease, 
after paring the edges and separating the soft tissues from their 
attachmeots, lateral incisions are frequently . necessary, that great 
general support may be given to the suture used below the wound, 
by pressing a broad suture through the lateral incision, and thus 
including both flaps within its embrace. And this is not its only 
effect; it prevents the healing of the lateral incisions until the open- 
ing has time to unite. Its use is preferable to that* of sponge or of 
lints introduced in the wound. As chloroform is not applicable to 
these operations, a degree of self-command and endurance is required, 
which cannot be expected in an individual under the age of seven- 
teen or eighteen, at which period also the development of the parts 
affected may be presumed to be nearly completed. Mr. Pollock 
suggests, in conclusion, that although in all cases in which operative 
procedure has been attended with success, a great improvement' has 
invariably been noticed in the speech and articulation, yet much 
. remains to be done by education. Efforts must be made to change 
the acquired habit of pronunciation for a new method of articulation, 
which may be best and easiest effected by the patient repeating 
words after a teacher or reading aloud subject to correction. Diffi- 
culties in this respect will, however, often be found to depend upon 
the fissure in the alveolar ridge or irregularities of the teeth. 

SECTION V. 
Artificial Vela. 

It is scarcely necessary, in concluding this paper, to enter into a 
detailed account of the^ many obturators which, from time to time, 
have been invented and worn to remedy the defects arising from the 
malformation we have been considering. The old-fashioned obtura- 
tors were constructed either of gold or silver, but of late years, vul- 
canized India rubber has offered, from its pliability, a superior sub- 
stitute for metal. 

The names of Mr. Stearns and Mr. Sercomb, of London, are associa- 
ted with improvements of this kind, the latter gentleman h&ving met 
with very considerable success in the adaptation of his instruments. 
But it is to our countryman, Dr. Norman W. Kingsley, of New York, 
that the credit is due of perfecting an appvatus, which thus &r, is 
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the most perfect of the kind yet introduced, md which invention, I 
believe, when it is more thoroughly known and appreciated, will do 
away, in the great majority of cases, with the operation of staphy- 
loraphy. I was fortunate enough to become acquainted with Dr. 
Kingsley, and to observe in his office the most wonderful and perfect 
effect of his instrument when applied to the most aggravated cases 
of cleft palate, and its effects, not to be extravagant in expression, 
are truly wonderful. Let us remember for a moment that in the 
operation of staphyloraphy, it is recommended to divide the leva|pr 
palati and the palato-pharyngeus; let us recollect *the peculiar mo- 
tion of .the closure of the cleft during deglutition, caused, as Mr. 
Fergusson has shown, by th^ pxishing together of the superior fibres 
of the superior constrictor of the pharynx. And, finally, bear in 
mitad to what an extent these muscles are thrown out of place by the 
drawing together of the edges of a wide fissure, and we shall readily 
perceive the reason why, after even a dexterously performed opera- 
tion enunciation is often seriously defective. It was with an appre- 
ciation, not only of these facts, but also of a perfect anatomical 
knowledge, that the false palate was constructed. It is composed of 
vulcanized soft rubber, well adapted by its flexibility, for the offices 
it has to perform, with two separate wings, as if it were joined at the 
anterior extremity and separated by a moveable velum. These wings 
are grooved to fit exactly upon the sides of the cleft, and the whole 
is fastened by a metallic pin to the anterior portion of the mouth. 
The great beauty of the contrivance consists in the fact that each false 
palate is adapted to the case in point. The first process is to take an 
exact cast in wax of the roof of the mouth with the fissure, then a mould 
Is made in plaster an 1 from this one is constructed in lead. The latter 
in itself ^s a most wonderful work of ingenuity and art, and is com- 
posed,- I believe, of seven or nine distinct pieces, so accurately ad- 
justed that when they are placed in the re(^uired position, a complete 
metallic mould is made into which the melted rubber is poured. 

With this invention^ and the success which has resulted from its 
proper application, all the difficulties, dangers and uncertain results 
of operative procedure are done away with, and the malformation 
divested in a great degrecbof its former inconveniences, and I may 
aknost add, its terrors. To my own mind Tcan only ste one objection 
to the whole invention, which is in its cost; but I have no doubt that 
in time the expense will be so reduced as to enable every one suffer- 
ing with cleft or split palate to procure such an instrument that will 
render life a blessing rather than a torment, and will enable the un- 
fortunate to pass as a man among men.* 

* In the aboTO desoription of Dr» Kinsley's invention, there may be some inacouraoies 
with referenee to the manner of preparing the monlds. I have written the whole from 
memory, after the lapse of nearly a year since I saw the mechanism of the artt&oial pAbto> 
bvt the details arej I heUoTOj in the main eorroot.— W. T. H. (^ ^ 
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ARTICLE IV. 

Therapeutics of Inflammatory Ulceration of the Os and Cenrix Uteri. By B. M. Halk, 
M. v.. Professor of Materia Medica and Therapentics in the Hahnemann Medical 
College, Chicago, 111. 

Believing that every physiciau is bountl by his duty to the medi- 
cal profession and the public, to report his success in the treatment 
of disease, {in order that his colleagues and their patrons may profit 
thereby, I present the following case to the consideration of the pro- 
fession: 

A mere bald statement that certain remedies are useful in ulcera- 
tion of the OS and cervix, is of small value unless substantiated by 
authentic clinical cases. The case I am about to narrate was one of 
peculiar interest; several points in its history are particularly notice- 
able. 1. The lesion had existed many years. 2. During its exist- 
ence she had conceivecband given birth to one child. 3. The treat- 
ment was instituted when the patient was in the fourth month of 
pregnancy. 4. The cure was rapid. 

The history of the case is as follows: The patient is a woman of 
about twenty-fiv^ years of age, of sanguine lymphatic temperament, 
very light hair, white, delicate skin^ blue eyes, and when well, in- 
clined to embonpoint. Her health was never good, when a chjld^ 
and the first appearance of the menses wua attended with much ill- 
health, irregularity and sufiering. She was married at the age of 
eighteen, and after tho^ event her health declined rapidly. She was 
treated by various physicians of thjp city of New York, each of whom 
difiered as to the exact cause of the local diflGlculty. One year after 
her marriage she became pregnant, but the period of gestation was 
one continued scene of suffering from beginning to end. Her symp- 
toms during this time were identical with those during her second 
pregnancy, and will be detailed when I arrive at that point in the 
histoiy. 

The labor w^ tedious and distressing, and finally terminated by 
instrumental interference; but the child was strong and healthy, and 
is still living. Her convalescence was slow, and from that time until 
she came under my care, one year ago, she has suffered from symp- 
toms of prolapsus uteri and leucorrhoea, which was always tenacious, 
acrid and corrosive, and also from a variety of nervous and dyspep- 
tic symptoms. She had never submitted to an examination with the 
spewlunij but several physicians had informed her of the probable 
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existence of ulceration of the womb, but applied none other than 
constitutional treatment, and topical s^plications by means of simplo 
injections per yagintm. When she first came under my treatment it 
was for a chronic diarrhoea, with derangement of the stomach, which 
was removed by the use of nitric acid and iris versicolor. Having 
but little faith in medical treatment for the uterine disease, she de* 
clined taking my advice as to the proper course to be pursued, and 
I did not see her again until about six months afterwards, when she 
applied to me for the relief of severe uterine pains, and informed me 
that she was now iu the third month of pregnancy. 

I found her in a truly pitiable condition, and the prospect seemed 
slight of effecting a cure, or even preventing an abortion, which 
seemed imminently threatening. She was much emaciated, with 
considerable oedema of the feet and legs. Her debility was extreme; 
it was with the greatest difficulty she could walk, or take any exer- 
dse, as it caused faintness and exhaustion. The circulation was very 
feeble; the hands and feet constantly cold. The blood was not suffi- 
ciently oxygenized, as was shown by the blue and mottled color of 
the skin. The digestive organs were exceedingly disordered and 
torpid. The tongue was coated with a very thick, closely adhering 
brown* for, while the tongue, gums and buccal cavity were of a 
dark red color. The breath was extremely offensive. She had abso- 
futely no appetite; a loathing of the si^ht, smell, or even the thought 
of food of any kind. If she took nourishment it w«s often ejected 
immediately, or caused distress or nausea for many hours. I never 
attended a person not ill of some severe fever, who took so little 
food into the stomach. There was obstinate constipation, no move- 
ment at all except from enema. At one time two weeks elapsed 
without an evacuation (before I took charge of the ca^e). Bleeding 
and painful hemorrhoids were also present. The urine was very 
scanty 9 high colored, and depositing a large amount of muddy sedi- 
ment; it was very offensive, voided with some pain and vesical 
tenesmus. Uterine pain of a heavy, aching, pressing character, - 
accompanied with much abdominal tenderness, was always present. 
Not a day passed; however, without attacks of pain, very distressing, • 
spasmodic, and as regular as labor ^ains, in the hypogastrium, back, 
loins, and extending down the thighs.* I saw her in several of those 
acute attacks, and could hardly believe she was not actually having an 
abortion. The finger placed up above the cervix discovered the 
labor-like pains and contractions of the womb, but the os was not 
dilated except by the diseased condition. The acute attacks were 

* The tcDftcioiu brown eoat hu b»«n noti««d by aome authoriti«8 ai diagiio6tio of Bever* 
«l«ri]i« ifMrioB. 
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usually preceded by chills, as severe as those of a fully developed 
intermittent, with shuddering, cold extremities and low pulse, fol- 
lowed by a slight, febrile reaction. These chflls were among the 
most annoying symptoms. They came on at any time of day or 
night, but usually after exertion; even sitting up a few moments 
would bring them on. With the chill came faintness, nausea, thirst, 
coldness, and a mottled, piKrple appearance of the skin. The lips 
were also blue and livid. These chills were ideutical with those 
which usually indicate the separation of the membranes and an im- 
pending abortion. The pulse was generally very weak, quick and 
thready, sometimes 125 to 130 per minute. 

An ex:amin^tion by the touch showed the cervix veiy voluminousi 
scfft, of a velvety feel, and somewhat uneven. Pressure on the os 
caused pain in the utenis, extending into the back. The vagina feli 
unnaturally hot. On withdrawing the fingers, a quantity of san- 
guineus mucus was found adherent. 

The speculum revealed the following abnormal conditions. The 
vaginal mucous membrane was dark red, smeared with a curdy, secre- 
tion and scattered patches of aphthae. It seemed denuded of epi- 
thelium, and the natural rugose appearance was not present. , There 
was not much unnatural sensitiveness of its surface. The cervix 
uteri was greatly hypertrophied, being neSrly two inches in diam^ 
ter; the os open, but hardly distinguishable in outline, owing to the 
diseased conditi&n of iti^ margin. Both lips were tunaid and granu- 
lated, presenting an almost fungous appearance; very dark red, 
approaching to purple, presenting some resemblance to the surface 
and color of a ripe raspberry, whence the expressive name given by 
French authorities of inflammation framboisee. The diseased surface 
exuded blood when touched by a- probe or bit of sponge, and ex- 
tended on the cervix nearly two-thirds its diameter, equally on all 
sides. Prom the os hung a long, tenacious string of yellowish white 
mucus, which could be drawn out of the canal, but was detached 
with much difficulty. A thin, sanious looking discharge, like whey, 
also appeared to come from the os, and ran down the inside of the 
lower blade of the speculum. 

The appearance of this inflammatory ulceration is pretty well rep 
resented in my work entitled ** Systematic Treatise on Abortion," 
page 74. 

Here was a case which required the most careful judgment of the 
physician in deciding upon the proper treatment to be pursued. 

The constitutional symptoms were of a decidedly grave character, 
and there was every indicjition that the vital forces would $uccunib 
to the rapidly increasing prostration. Nutrition was almost sus^ 
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pended. The nervous system T^as rapidly losing its tone, and the 
circulation was getting lower and lower eVery day. 

The local symptoms were unusually severe, indicating plainly and 
distinctly that a grave orgrnic disease was causing profound func- 
tional derangement in the motor actions, as well a^ other qualities of 
the uterus. The lesion of the os and cervix was of unusual extent^ 
and presented a very unhealthy and irritable aspect. 

It was evident from all the symptoms that abortion was inevitable, 
miless some remedial measures were resorted to. But an aboilion, 
in the condition of the patient, was the least of the evils to be appre- 
hended. The shock of such an accident acting on the shattered 
vitality of the patient, and the probable hemorrhage, metritis, etc., 
would place her life in great dmiger. Nearly every authority on the 
subject of ulceration of the uterus speak discouragingly of the result 
of local treatment during pregnancy. They teach that abortion will 
be the rule if cauterization is performed. 

Bennett is the only writer who teaches that local treatment by 
caustics should be resorted to. In his chief work,* and also in 
various essays from his pen, he defends the practice as, in the majo- 
rity of the cases, resulting in bringing about cures without causing, 
abortion. In o\her words, he believes that, as a rule, it prevents 
Abortion in a majority of cases and causes it in none. He narrates 
many cases where, from the extent of the inflammatory ulceration, 
abortion seemed inevitable, but was apparently prevented by local 
treatment resulting in a cure of the lesiou. In some of his cases, 
however, abortion occurred; but this result he attributes to the 
disease. 

In the case under consideratiQn, it was my belief that abortion 
would occur if the ulcer was not healed ; and I believe a resoH to 
local treatment was justifiable. In order, however, to fairly test the 
matter^ I ordered enemas of calendula water, and prescribed caulo- 
phyllum, secale and mitchella. Each was used two or three days, 
but failed to more than palliate the uterine irritation. Arsenicum, 
mercurius and other remedies, deemed appropriate for the constitu- 
tional symptoms, did not appear to improve her condition. At the 
end of ten days she was worse than when the first examination was 
made. 

I now acquainted the parties with my opinion, stating to them the 
fact, that I believed abortion to be inevitable, or Jf it did not occur, 
she would sink from the exhaustion going on in the system. 

The beneficial results likely to follow the proposed treatment, , 
riso the possible abortion, was fully* laid before them. / 

— • m • y 

• DiaeaBes of th« Utenut. 
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Local treatment was assented to, and the second examination was 
made, revealing a condition worse even than at first. 

April 3d. — ^The solid nitrate of silver was lightly applied all over 
the ulcerated surface (the mucus- first being removed), glycerine was 
applied with a brush wherever the caustic had touched; directions 
were given that the recumbent position should be maintained for 
twenty-four hours. At the expiration of that time an enema of calen- 
dula and hamamelis * was to be used twice a day for three days, when 
the nitrate was to be used again. 

The constitutional remedies prescribed were nitric acid and hypo- 
phosphite of potash in the lower atJ:enuations, each three times a day. 

April 7. — The ooudition of the ulcer seemed improved. There 
was less sanious discharge from the os. I was informed that the 
next day after the caustic was applied, there wajs some abdominal 
soreness, and more pain than usual; a sanguineo-mucus discharge 
was noticed for two days, since which the habitual discharge had 
been less. The labor-like pains had returned several times, but were 
relieved by the use of atropine 3d which I had left for that purpose. 
The general symptoms had not improved. The loathing and vomitr 
ing of food persisted. No change in the appearance of the tongue 
and mouth. She had not suffered quite so much Mm faintness on 
movement. 

The nitric aoid was discontinued and iodide of mercury substituted; 
other treatment the same; nitrate applied as before; oxalate of 
cerium for vomiting. 

April 14. — Caustic was applied on the 10th, and same treatment 
continued. The condition of the ulcer improving. The circumfer- 
ence of a lighter color — a pearly ^ppedrance, which I have noticed 
as a symptom of decreasing inflammation. The oxalate of cerium 
(taken one hour before eating) has appeared to arrest the vomiting. 
The appetite has slightly improved. Beef tea and soups are relished 
occasionally. She can sit up a little, and has walked across the room 
without fainting, or an attack of spasmodic pain. A slight improve- 
ment is noticed in the appearance of the tongue. 

Nitrate used as before. From some practical experience in the 
use of iodide of potasium and the bin iodide of mercufy, I concluded 
to give those medicines in combination. I have found in many cases 
the combination to succeed when the alternation of the same agents 
was not attended with curative results. The following formula was 
prescribed: R. Iodide of potasium, i dr.; bin. iod. of mere, v grs,; 
simple syrup, viii oz. One teaspoonful to be taken one hour after 
eating (three times daily). For some febrile symptoms, baptisia^ 

• Xlnoture Cftlendala> ii dr; Tinoture HamamelU, ii dr; Qljoerine^ 1 oi; Water, i oi. 
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1-10 was prescribed, fire drops every four or six hours. The enemas 
continued, and as nourishing diet as could be borne was advised. 

April 17. — ^Nitrate applied, but no change made in treatment. 

May 1. — ^Had applied the nitrate on the 21st and 25th ; medicinal 
treatment not changed. At this date the ulcerated surface had de- 
creased until it occupied only about one-third its original dimensions. 
It showed a healthy looking surface. The vaginal mucous membrane 
had assumed^a nearly normal appearance. The string of tenacious 
mucus e:;^ding from the os was small and transparent, and the 
sanious discharge haa disappeared. Has had no chills for about two 
weeks; the puliRs slower and fuller; can sit up and walk about the 
room with some comfort ; the skin looks healthier, tongue nearly 
clean, except at the base where a portion of the old coating adheres. 
The appetite is pretty good, digestion less painful, vomiting rarely 
occurs, and the bowels are more regular. The uterine pain occurs 
only after the use of the nitrate, or after unusual exertion ; is not 
severe, antt lasts but a short time. Urine more abundant and depo- 
sits less sediment. Believing the iodides of potash and mercury had 
accomplished all they were capable of, I substituted the hydrastis,^ 
1-10, five drops after each meal, and cimicifuga^ 1?10 in the same 
dose before meals. The enemas to be t^ontinued as before. 

From this date until May 23d, the ulcer was touched thi^ee times 
only. It is my conviction, that the fault of allopathic physicians, in 
the treatment of uterine ulceration, has consisted in the too frequent 
and severe application of caustics. A medicinal aggravation is caused 
and kept up, and the ulcer has not time to heal. The nitrate of 
silver is undoubtedly homoeopathic to ulceration. It would cause 
such ulceration if frequently applied to a healthy cervix uteri. Its 
curative application should consist in slight application to the dis- 
eased surface, not tqp often repeated. The same rule should govern 
us in the administration of other homoeopathic remedies. 
• On the 23d an examination revealed a cervi!r,.not abnormally large 
for the period of pregnancy the patient had attaihed, the sixth 
month. The ulcerated surface had diminished until it showed itself 
only in a blush in and around the orifice of the os. The discharge 
from the canal was very slight ; the vagina in a healthy condition. 
The patient^s general health was so much improved that she walked 
about considerably; could walk several blocks without causing pain 
or fatigue. Appetite and digestion pretty good. Attacks of uterine 
pain very rare and slight. At this time a final application of the 
ultimate was made, by gently touching the blush, and inserting the 
pencil into the canal and quickly removing it. No pain or discharge 

[Assem. No. 190.] 5 
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followed this application. The same medicines were continued in- 
ternally, and the enemas to be taken only every other day. 

June 10, — ^Examination revealed no traces of the once extensive 
ulceration. * The os and cervix was to all appearance in a healthy 
condition. 

Eemabks. 

This case, an unusually severe one, is typical of many cases of a 
less degree of severity which I have treated in the sanw manner. In 
some cases the chloride of potassium, or phytolacca, were used instead 
of the iodide of potash and mercury, if indicated, ^/k^ mental symp- 
toms were of value in the selection of platinum ; and the phytolacca 
was selected if the patient had been drugged with m^ury. I have 
never used any other caustic except the nitrate of silver, and believe 
it applicable, if properly applied, in the great majority of cases. I 
have however seen a few cases of diphtheritic ulcer, but have never 
applied the nitrate, from the belief that it was not a sa^ practice. 
This conviction was based on a fact I have often observed in allopa- 
thic treatment of diphtheria attacking the throat, namely, instead of 
arresting the exudation, it was aggravated to a dangerous and even 
fatal extent. I find my beUef verified by an allopathic authority. 
Dr. Tilt observes :• **In diphtheritic inflammation of the neck of the 
womb and of the vagina, nitrate of silver acts- as a poison. In aTjase 
now under treatment, there is a small patch of false membrane on 
the posterior Up of the os uteri. Were I to touch them with the 
nitrate of silver, they would soon be covered with false membrane." 

In cases of this character, I find tincture of iodine and glycerine, 
equal parts, applied with a brush, the best application; or strong- 
solution of hermanganate of potash similarly applied. ' In relation to 
the treatment of ulceration during pregnancy, I believe the danger 
has been greatly overrated. Out of several cases, in only one the 
treatment had to be syspended ; not however on account of the pai^ 
or uterine irritation, but from a profuse flow of blood from the cer- 
vical canal after each application. The patient k doing well, how- 
ever, and is much better for the two applications laade ; the hemor- 
rhage doing no injury to the contents of the uterus. 

* Uterine Therapeutios. 
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ARTICLE V. 

Specialty in Medicine. By Ohables Gboppbr, M. D.^ Cincinnati, Ohio. 

It can scarcely have escaped the notice of any close observer in the 
medical iSeld, that a revolution in medicine, not only as regards the 
principles upon which practice is to be based, but also, with refer- 
ence to the mode in which the practice is to be conducted is about 
to transpire. In order to occupy' the position of a science, medicine 
must be lifted from the low grounds of darkness, superstition, witch- 
craft, charlatanism and conjecture, into the higher plane of scientific 
precision.. False authority resting upon the ips^ dixit of some dog-* 
matist or the general sanction of a '* school," is to give place to the 
rightful authority of truth. The uncertainties of '* experience,'' that 
of one being diametrically opposed to that of another, must yield to 
the clear and unmistakable indications of scientific knowledge, from 
vhich there are no variations. 

We live in an eminently practical age, a closely scrutinizing age, 
in which every claim is subjected to the severest tests, and in which 
every promise is held answerable to t^e fullest performance of its 
assurance. The decaying dynasty of ** old medicine " convulsively 
grasps its scepter of '*• legitimacy," (whatever that may mean) aud de- 
clares all -outside its borders, all who refuse to recognize its emblem 
of authority, as '* irregular" and "heretical;" but still the people, 
more powerful than it, regard him who cures as regular enough and 
orthodox enough for them. The medical profession claim to be in 
possession of a healing art, and surely, they have no reason to com- 
plain, if the peojhe hold them responsible for the fulfillment of the ' 
claim. Whenever a new discovery has been announced, whenever a 
new principle has been promulgated, whenever a new law has been 
developed and proclaimed by some earnest laborer in the cause of 
ficientific truth, he has been met with the declaration that he is dis- 
seminating error, for had it been true, the profession would have 
Jcnown it; thereby virtually taking the ground that all the truth of 
medicine was centered in the *^ school '.' and outside of it no medical 
tmtb could be obtained. In this way have the wheels of progres- 
sive medicine been impeded in their course, and all the channels by 
which true principlesand correct knowledge should have flowed to 
the populaB mind have been obstructed. 
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The severest denunciations of the dominant school have, in times 
past, been visited upon those who have announced themselves as 
'* specialists;" but we are glad to see the evidences of a modification 
of views on that subject. The necessity of a revolution in medicine, 
by which th'e practice shall be divided into special and distinct de- 
partments, like those which now separate surgery from the general 
practice, and dentistry from both, will, I think, upon calm reflection, 
be apparent to all who. will sufficiently divest themselves of preju- 
dice to investigate the advantages of such a division of labor and 
study. I presume no one will deny that concentration of mental or 
physical pow^r will accomplish more in a given direction than could 
be effected in any one direction were the same power diffused and 
made to radiate to all points from a common central soured. Tho 
field of medicine is*too large for the cultivation of one man, however 
splendidly endowed, or however lengthy his life. This is forcibly 
and painfully impressed upon the mind of every honest and philo- 
sophical physician every day of his practice. He is called, in a sin- 
gle day to visit five, ten, twenty or even a larger number of patients, 
each one affected differently, and often, one or more of them suffer- 
ing from diseases or conditions which he has had no previous oppor- 
tunity of seeing, much less experience in treating. Certainly it would 
be fur more creditable in a right view of the mission and the duties 
of a physician, as well as greatly to the advantage of the patient, for 
him to confess his incompetency, and withdraw in favor of one who 
in that pailicular case was the better qualified by study and ex- 
perience to prescribe rationally, and consequently with the better 
prospect of success; but as the practice is now conducted, the con- 
fession of ignorance would perhaps be fatal to him, for the people 
are taught to consider a ** doctor" one who ought to be intimately 
acquainted with all the ills to which flesh is heir, and competent to 
treat every case presented to him; and hence, if he admits his igno- 
' ranee in a single department, the less informed 6i the community 
will regard him as deficient in all. 

Henoe doctors are led to make great pretenses which they are 
unable to make good ; but the failure to cure is considered less dis- 
reputable than the failure to pretend to cure. Does not every phy- 
sician in a general practice often, of necessity, pretend to a know- 
ledge and a skill he is conscious he does not possess; and does not 
his general title o( Doctor, of itself, present a claim which he is often 
titterly unable to satisfy. Objection is made to the specialist by the 
general practitioner, on the ground that such parties have heretofore 
generally been ignorant pretenders. But this, so far from being a 
valid objection, is rather, to my mind, an additional reason why- 
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ficietitific and conscientious men should take possession of the ground 
hitherto unworthily occupied. It cannot be denied, that it is desira- 
ble that specialists should be successful in their various departments, 
and certainly the more truly scientific they become, the more suc- 
cessful will their practice be. Again it is objected, that the phy- 
sician should understand all forms of disease, should be intimately 
acquainted with the anatomy and physiology of every part of the 
human body; all its oi^ns and tissues in a physiological, as well as 
also in every appreciable pathological condition. I grant that he 
should be, if he undertakes to practice in all departments; but who 
is thus competent; and if it be a valid objection that the specialist 
cannot practice iq any given department, because not conversafit with 
all, then is it not equally^ to be objected to the general practitioner 
that he should not attempt to practice in all departments, because 
not thoroughly conversant with any one. It was once remarked to 
me by a member of our profession, by way of apology for the all 
too prevalent practice of ^* alternating " remedies, that he and others 
did so because of the very great difficulty of acquiring a full know- 
ledge of the action and the indications of any one remedy. To which 
my answer was, that if the physician was not acquainted with one 
remedial agent, why did he administer twof And so, too, M'ith at 
least equal propriety I urge, that if he is but imperfectly qualified 
to treat one class of diseases, why should he undertake to treat all 
classes? Again, I hold that the best way to attain t^ a general know- 
ledge in all that appertains to our science, is to pursue, in a careful 
and thorough manner a particular subject, inasmuch as every organ 
and tissue is so intimately and indissolubly blended with every other, 
and the conditions of one sfi materially and positively affect the 
others, that a pursuit of all the jkuowledge bearing upon one part of 
the system will inevitably load to the acquisition of a large amount 
of information in reference' to-, every other part, and hence he who 
earnestly and laboriously seeks A knowledge, intimate and complete, 
of any one organ, tissue or class of diseases, will, in that way^ acquire 
a far more perfect knowledge of the various tissues, organs and dis- 
eases, all of which become in some way, and under some circum- 
stances, connected with his special department, than he who simply 
aims at a superficial acquaintance with the entire system and the 
whole range of diseased conditions to which it is subject. If division 
of labor is found necessary in all the mechanical departments, and 
if in every other pursuit it is found advantageous to devote especial 
attention to special branches, surely the medical art can form no ex- 
ception to (he general rule. And indeed, practically, although an 
ill-founded prejudice has placed its ban upon special practice, yet we 
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are indebted for every advance in the science and the art to those 
who have really been specialists; that is, those who have parsued 
specially, and have become eminent in some one field of investiga- 
tion or practice. The anatomist, who has enriched his science with 
new discoveries, or who has more clearly and beaatifnlly aufolded 
the complex arrangement of this wonderful frame of onrs, has been 
a specialist. The physiologist, who, by long and patient investiga- 
tion and experiment, by numerous observations and by the collection 
and arrangement of facts in his department, has finally succeeded in 
presenting the true theory in regard to the great principle of life as 
exhibited in the action of any organ or system within the human 
frame,, has been a specialist. And so, * too, are the chemists, the 
botanists and the pathologists, specialists.^ Men profoundly intent 
upon a single subject are sometimes derisively termed ^^ one-ideaists^^ 
and yet, who ever accomplished any thing of great and lasting benefit 
to his race who was not a man of one idea. Medicine would soon 
become much more of a science than it now is, if every member of 
the profession were able to contribute one idea embodying a clear 
and demonstrable truth. 

Although special practice has been treated with so much disfavor, 
yet physicians have ever leaned to some particular branch of study, 
and have acquired a reputation rather in the treatment of a single 
disease or class of .diseases, than by reason of their general success. 
And was it not bv the pursuit of the single subject of the medicinal 
action of drugs upon the human organism, that the illustrious 
Hahnemann discovered the great Law of Cure ? In a brief paper I 
can only touch upon, rather than argue the subject chosen to present 
to my professional brethren, hence these hints. are thrown out chiefly 
to call your attention to the advantage which ^v^ould result to the 
physician and the patient by the cultivation of separate fields of 
labor. And it seems to me that a'p^uliar obligation rest« upon 
homoeopathists to develop all that Is essential to a thorough know- 
ledge of disease in its multiplied forms and conditions, as well as to 
determine the best and most speedy remedial measures. 

Diseases of the ear have been dismissed by the profession at large, 
with scarcely even a passing consideration; those afiTcctions having 
been regarded as partly so simple as to require little or no treat- 
ment, and partly so formidable and hopeless as not to admit of any 
treatment; whereas the developments of Aural Surgery, although 
yet in its infancy, have shown some of the former class to result 
seriously and even fatally, while those deemed incurable have been 
demonstrated to depend upon conditions which admit of speedy and 
complete removal. The best aural surgeons of the old world are 
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able to cure about sixty per cent, of the cases presented to them. 
■ Might not the ample and more efficient resources of the new and 
better way, which homoeopathy opens up, succeed in curing a much 
larger percentage ? When homoeopathic specialists ^hall he found 
in every community, and shall demonstrate their ability to exhibit 
the specific action of our remedial agents in undoubted cures of 
long-standing cases, which have resisted all other means; when the 
development o€ our materia medica to that point, when each drug 
can be unerringly selected by the thorough student, so as io reach 
directly, and exert its healing power in the part where its specific 
virtue is expended, we may expect what. wiU assuredly follow, a 
general recognitioa of its claims as the true science of therapeutics. 
I regard it to be the duty of our Medical Colleges to encourage 
special study^ with reference to special practice: — heuce would 
recommend the institution of separate chairs for the impartation of 
such knowledge as appertains specially to each department Let 
the course be as now, general, but in addition thereto let lectures be 
delivered upon apecial diseaises or rather diseases of special organs, 
illustrated by clinical practice. Such facilities are enjoyed in 
Europe, why should they not be had here ? Believing that the day 
will soon come, when special practice will be the rule rather than 
the exception in all large commum'ties throughout our coimtiy, I 
would urge on the homoeopathic profession to take the initiative in 
imparting to the new order, the advantages* which our art affords, 
and so impress upon it the features of scientific precision and prac- 
tical efficiency. When liomoeopathists shall, by a devotion to special 
practice, have developed the essential characteristics of each affec- . 
tion, then the other requirements of a pure homoeopathy — a single 
remedy — ^the least frequent repetition demanded — and the least 
possible quantity to be administered will doubtless be attained. 
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ARTICLE VI. 

ProTings of Protoxyd of Nitrogen (Ni^ous Oxyd Gas) as an Anesthetic. By 
BusHROD W. JjLHES, M. D., Philadelphia, Pa., Surgeon to the Homoeopathic 
Infirmary. * 

From the number of deaths that are from time to time reported 
as occurring while patients are under the influence of chloroform, 
the medical professicto as well as the dental fraternity are rapidly 
losing confidence in the safety of this agent, and hence its use is 
almost wholly discarded in many quarters. Through this circum- 
stance sulphuric ether has lately received the greatest amount of 
favor, notwithstanding it is slower in its aneesthetic action, more apt 
to nauseate and produce emesiSi and generally tedious in its admin' 
istration and the removal of its effects from the patient, and the 
frequency with which it leaves an unpleasant headache and nervous 
prostration for hours afterwards. But an agent .in the form of 
nitrous oxyd gas that obviates most dilSculties, has been recently 
brought practically to the knowledge of surgeons, and within their 
reach for application, by Dr^ G. Q. Colton, who has overcome the 
difficulties attendant upon its manufacture in largo quantities, and 
who has administered it for several surgeofas to patients undergoing 
difficult capital operations in surgery with the most desirable results. 

He has proved its safety, its rapidity of action and its power to 
completely remove pain, in some seven or eight ' thousand cases in 
dentistry to which it has been administered for the extraction of 
teeth. 

The idea was obtained from the experiments of Mr. Horace Wells 
(now deoeased), a dentist, residing at Hartford some twenty-two 
years ago, who having a violent aching tooth, conceived the idea ot 
having it extracted after inhaling nitrous oxyd gas, doubtless think- 
ii% that while under the pleastnt effects of this gas, somewhat of 
the suffering or the dread of it would be removed during the ope- 
ration, and his expectations were more than realized, for no pain 
lilrhatever was experienced. 

He made known the discovery to his friends, a number of whom 
proved its truth by submitting in a similar manner to its operations. 
Upon a visit to New York shortly after, he was informed that .ether 
would produce the same result. He then tried this agent, and from 
the fact that he was not obliged to go to the trouble and labor of 
manufacturing it for immediate use, and that it would keep good for 
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use for any length of time in a tight vessel, he was much inclined to 
abandon the nitrous oxyd and substitute for it the ether; but, enter- 
taining some doubts as to its entire safety, he was persuaded to give 
up its administration. Subsequently he proceeded to Boston to make^ 
known his discovery to the medical and surgical profession of that 
city, and to test its value to them. A published account of the mat- 
ter runs as follows: " He so far succeeded as to obtain a hearing be-' 
fore the medical class then attending lectures, and, it appears, induced 
Dr. Warren to allow him to administer the nitrous oxyd to a patient 
who was about to uudei'go- some important surgical operation. In 
this <»se, some delay occurring through excitement or oversight on 
the part of Mr. Wells, it is stated that Dr. Warren became impatient 
aiid proceeded in the operation without its^nse." 

Dr. Ellsworth, of Hartford, claims to have performed an amputa- 
tion some eighteen years ago while the patient was under the influ- 
ence of nitrous oxyd. 

It is strange that so valuable an agent should have received so lit- 
tle attention by surgeons in the past, and that it is only now coming 
into general favor. 

Desiring to prove this agent and notice its effects upon myself be- 
fore administering it to patients, I inhaled it to complete unconscious- 
ness from a six gallon bag, and observed the following symptoms 
before loss of thought ensued: First, there was noticed a pleasant 
sensation of exhilaration or general stimulation, in which the thoughts 
ran Apidly through the brain, atid soon it appeared to me that I was 
dreaming. Then the head felt full, giddiness supervei^ed, and a hum- 
ming or buzzing sensation, together with a feeling as though I was 
gradually being elevated up into the air and passing away. 

A pcculi^ir tingling sensation in the finer nerves of the extremities 
was observed, somewhat analogous to fliat which is felt when expe- 
riencing that feeling which is commonly expressed by the term "hand 
QX foot being asleep," caused by pressure on the main nerve-trunk of 
the part, and similar to that noticed over the whole body when I was 
suffering from an attack of the ** spotted fever" or typhus petechiajis. 
The last impressions were that I was laughing, while at the same 
time I was flying through the air, and my feet were trembling and 
going up and down as though pressing upon a treadle, that propelled 
the imaginaiy machinery that I supposed was conveying me through 
the air, while everything around was fast becoming dim; complete 
unconsciousness then ensued. 

The return from this state was sudden, as if arousing from a sound 
sleep, and the first objects that attracted my attention were the five 
or six gentlemen who were in the room, violently convulsed with 
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laughter, .while I myself was seized with a hearty conyulsion of 
laughter, which I could not in any manner control. The headache 
which had troubled me during the afternoon and before going to 
sleep, was entirely gone, and I felt much invigorated by the effects 
of the gas. 

Sir Humphrey Davy describes its effects upon himself as follows: 
" The first feeh'ngs were similar to those.produced in the last experi- 
ment (giddiness), but in less than half a minute, the respiration be- 
ing continued, they diminished gradually, and were succeeded by a 
sensation analogous to gentle pressure on all the muscles, attended 
by a highly pleasurable thrilling, particularly in the chest and the 
extremities. The objects around me became dazzling, and my hear- 
ing more acute. Towards the last, the inspiration and thrilling 
increased, the sense of muscular power became greater, at last an 
irresistible propensity to action was indulged in. I recollect but 
indistinctly what followed. I know that my motions were various 
and violent. 

These effects very soon ceased after respiration. In ten minutes 
I had recovered my natural state of mind. The thrilling in the ex- 
tremities continued no longer than the other sensations. 

Mr. Robert Southey had the following sensations while under its 
influence: " He could not distinguish between the first effects and an 
apprehension of which he was unable to divest himself. His first 
definite sensations were a fullness and dizziness in the head, si]ph as 
to induce a fear of falling. .This was succeeded bj' a laugh, which 
was involuntary, but highly pleasurable, accompanied witha pecu-liar 
thrilling in the extremities; a sensation perfectly new and delightful. 
For many hours after this experipaent he imagined that his taste and 
smell were. more acute, and is certain that he felt unuSially strong 
and cheerful. In a second experiment he felt pleasure still superior, 
and has once poetically remarked that he supposes the atmosphere 
of the highest of all possible heavens to be composed of gas." ^ 

Dr. Robert Kinglake noticed the following: ** Additional freedom 
arfd power of respiration, succeeded by an almost delirious, but 
highly pleasurable sensation in the head, which became universal 
with increased tone of the muscles. At last, an intoxicating placidity 
absorbed for five minutes all voluntary power, and left a cheerful- 
ness and alacrity for several hours. A second stronger dose produced 
a perfect trance for about a minute: then a glow pervaded the sys- 
tem. The permanent effects were an invigorating feeling. of vital 
power, and improved spirits. By both trials, particularly by the 
former, old rheumatic feelings seemed to be revived for the mo- 
ment." 
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From the nature of this agent and the effects I have noticed from 
it, both upon myself and others, I am convinced that it will prove of 
great use as a simple remedial agent for affections in which the ner- 
vous system is impaired. I design, however, at present simply to 
notice my experience with its anassthetic properties, leaving its medi- 
cinal virtues for further trial and another paper. 

1. The first surgical operation I performed on a patient under the 
influence of nitrous oxyd was for the removal of a tumor of the neck 
in the right parotid region. The patient was placed on the left side 
upon a narrow hospital bed and was tranquil during the inhalation 
and was sound asleep and loudly snoring in one minute fi*om the 
time she .commenced breathing the gas, passing into this state as 
though going into natural slumber. Everything had been prepared 
ready for operating before its administration began, and I watched 
her, with bistoury in hand, until she was completely unconscious. 
Then I commenced my incision at the lobule of the ear, which was 
involved, severing it from the ear, and extending the incision down 
over the ramus of the jaw, and down the neck some distance to the 
sterno-cleido-mastoid muscle making a curved incision. 

A like incision was made on the posterior aspect of the tumor from 
the origin of its first incision to its termination on -the neck. These 
were made throng the skin, adipose tissue and superficial fascia, 
after which strong traction was made on tlie tumor with one hand, 
while with the fingers of the other and the aid of the handle of the 
scalpel, the diseased structure, involving the gl|ind, was dissected out, 
and with but few applications with the sharp edge of the knife, except 
to the unyielding adhesions, the whole mass was removed. 2. Another 
operation on the same day for the removal of a superficial tumor in 
the same region below the ear, was marked with the same good effect 
in administering the gas. 8. In one case only have I noticed any 
unpleasant effect,, and that wa^ on a lad for removal of an encysted 
tumor lying over the upper end of the sternum, needing only a 
straight-incision and dissecting out the sac. The boy was willing to 
inhale the gas, but objected after commencing to inhale it, to having 
his nose held; from which cause he endeavored to pull away the as- 
sistant's hand, and struggled considerably in inhaling it, the lips 
having to-be pressed around the mouthpiece by the assistant's other 
hand, in order to exclude the atmospheric air until he was complete]^ 
anassthetized. Some muscular movements were made by the boy 
during the operation, but not suflScient to impede it; and yet the boy 
was unconscious and seemed to have as much of the gas as it was pru- 
dent to give. He had to an excessive degree the livid countenance 
and blue lips so frequently noticed in administering this gas. He 
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was lying on a reclining-chair upon his back, and from his position, 
some saliva running down the throat upon the epiglottis caused vom- 
iting subsequent to the operation* He was of a bilious temperament, 
and the next day suffered some from bilious vomiting. No other 
effect followed, the wound healing in a short time. In a number of 
other surgical operations with this gas, I have found it safe and satis- 
factory, the patient going to sleep on an average in about one minute, 
and returning to consciousness at most in from two to five minutes. 

General remarks on its tz«e.— The gas administered must bo a pure 
protoxyd of nitrogen, free from all noxious elements or admixtures. 
These are easily detected by the operator inhaling a few breaths of 
the gas, to see whether it irritates the lungs. If it does not, and it 
is made in the usual way from granulated or fused nitrate of ammo- 
nia by beating it in a retort and collecting the gas over water; if it 
is colorless, inodorous and tasteless, and does not leave a headache 
after breathing it, it may be considered pure and ready for use. 

The ordinary exhalations breathed out of the lungs coptain a large 
amount of carbonic acid; care must therefore be taken not to let the 
patient breathe into the bag after.it is emptied of the nitrous oxyd. 

The {)atient is obliged to breathe altogether into a gas-bag through 
a mouth-piece, the lips being tightly closed around it, while the nose 
is held or compressed, so that* no respiration 'can be carried "On 
through it until the patient is completely anaesthetized; then the fin- 
gers are removed from the nose, the stop-cock in the mouthpiece 
turned, so as to shut ;off the oxyd, and the patient permitted or com- 
pelled to breathe atmospheric air. As soon as the first slight evi- 
dence of the passing off of the anaesthesia is noticed, if the operation 
be a protracted 'one and should need the person to be more than two 
or three minutes under its influence, you must again turn on the gas 
and held the nose for a moment until complete anaesthesia returns; 
generally a loud snoring ensues. The ];)^tient must be watched oonstant- 
ly during the administration of the gas; and although a paleness and 
slight livid appearance, or blueness of the face generally occurs, we 
must not become alarmed, but stop off the gas again and let the pa- 
tient breathe atmospheric air a short time; then turn on the gas a mo- 
ment, and so let the patient alternate, breathing the atmospheric air 
and nitrous oxyd just sufiiciently to keep him quiet and unconscious. 

In administering it the chin 8houl4 be kept well down upon the 
chest, so that the saliva will not run down upon the epiglottis and 
cause vomiting or coughing. The head should not be thrown back, 
or if it should be, never let it remain any length of time in that 
position. It is better for the patient to lie on the side and not on 
the back. 
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Before the gas has been entirely used up from the bag, it is. better 
to substitute another bag, as it becomes intermingled with more or 
less carbonic acid expired from the lungs, and may cause a subsequent 
headache to the patient. With this precaution, together with using 
gas made fresh every 24 or 48 hours, and having the. gas pure, no 
such symptoms will result. 

In commencing to, inhale it, the patient should have his nose held; 
and then, by two or three long expirations he should throw out as 
much of the air as possible from the lungs, so that the first inspira- 
tions of gas may have a better effect, and he come more quickly under 
its influence. 

A plug or piece of hard wood half an inch thick, and a curved notch 
in each end, should be inserted between the jaws, and kept back out 
of the way upon the molar teeth, so that in case the mouth-piece 
should accidentally get out of the mouth, it can readily be inserted 
again, otherwise the jaws might not be gotten apart again until con- 
sciousness retucned, thus causing delay and trouble in operating. 

.The fears of the patient should be calmed before he commences 
taking it, else he will unwittingly stiniggle against it during its ad- 
ministration; for whatever the mind is dwelling upon at the time of 
going to sleep is generally uppermost" when consciousness begins to 
return, and if he go to sleep calmly, no trouble is experienced, but 
if he goes to sleep struggling, it will be more difficult to keep him 
perfectly quiet during the operation. Persons of a strong muscular 
frame with bilious temperament, are much more difficult to bring 
under its influence. 
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ARTICLE yil. 

Reoord of Clinical Gases oocorring in Private Practioe. By Saxuel Gmcoa, M. D., 

of Boston, Mass. 

Whole number of cases treated October 1, 1864 — October 1, 1865, 
1,930/ 

The following are among the diseases treated, with the remedies 
employed : 

Diseases of children of a gastro-enteric nature are reported under 
the head of diarrhoea and teething. 

No. of easel. Remedies. 

Cholera Infantum. . 10 Pulsatilla,^ Guaco,^ Veratrum.^ 

Spasmodic Cholera- 3 Veratrum, Arsenicum, Canfphor. 

Croup 22 Hepar,^ Bromine, Aconite, Cantharides, 

Kalbichromate.^ 

Diarrhcda 87 Arsenicum,^ Secale,* Veratram, Calcarea 

cairb,^ Mercurius corrosivus.^ 

Dysenterj'^ 37 Mercurius corrosivus,^ Aconite,^ Mercurius 

soL,® Capsicum, Cantharides, Aloes, 
' Guaco. 

Diphtheria 11 Gelseminum,^ Aconite,* Bryonia,^ Cantha- 
rides, Kali chloride, KslM bichromide. 

Erysipelas 4 Belladonna,^ Rehus tox,^ External applica- 
tion of tincture of Cantharides. 

Pneumonia 16 Aconitum,^ Gelsemiuum,^ Bryonia,^ Phos- 
phorus,^ Tartar emetic* 

Scarlatina 11 Aconitum, Opium, Chamomilla, Bella- 
donna, Conium, for the sequelae, Arse- 
nicum, Tereb, Apis, Baryta, Carboreg, 
• Cantharides. 

Rheumatism 28 Aconite,^ Bryonia,* Colchicum,* Rehus, 

Arnica.* 

Tonsilitis 8 Conium, Phytolacca,* Belladonna,* Mercu- 



rms. 



3 



Laryngitis and Pha- 
ryngitis 42 Phytolacca,* Iris versicolos, Mercurius sol. 

Apis mellifica.* 
Typhoid Fever 12 Gelseminum,* Aconite,* Bryonia,* Bap- 

tisia, Rehus, Arsenicum, Secale. 
Catarrhal Fever 2 Aconite, Bryonia, Phytolacca, Tartrate 

Emetic. 

Bilious Fever 2 Aconite, Bryonia, Mercurius sol. Nux. • 

Intermittent Fever . 2 Alliumcep, Cedron, Arsenicum. 
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Whole number of deaths during the year 9 

Hydrocephalus w 2 

• Scarlatina , J ^ 2 

Consumption '' 

Anaemia 

Cerebro-spinal meningitis 

Entero peritonitis , 

Delirium tremens - 
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ARTICLE VIII. 

Tracheotomy in Croup. By I. T. Talbot, M. D., Boston. 

The operation of opening the trachea in cases of obstructed respi- 
ration* is one of the earliesffon record, and was performed and de- 
scribed by Antyllus as early as a. b. 340 ; but it is only within the 
last twenty years that it has become of frequent occurrence, and of 
any practical utility in prolonging and saving life. 

To Trosseau, the eminent French surgeon, more than all others, is 
due the credit of having improved the instruments used, and method 
of operating ; and of demonstrating, by his practical success, the 
occasional importance of this operation. 

The earlier surgeons perfo/med tracheotomy by removing a por- 
tion of integument, about two inches long and three-quarters of an 
inch wide, dissecting away the areolar tissue, and if necessary, re- 
moving the whole or a portion of the thyroid gland, so that the trachea 
would be freely exposed. Then an oval-shaped opening was made 
into the trachea itself. Later, it was suggested, as an improve- 
ment, to make a longer incision, and use a watch-spring around the 
neck, with the ends properly bent, to act as a retractor, which would 
open the incision sufficiently to expose the tracheal To both of these 
operations there weVe serious and obvious objections. The mucus 
ejected in the efforts of coughing irritated the surface of the wound, 
and any attempt to remove it* served to increase the irritation; so 
that in a few days the entire wound became ulcerated and very sen- 
sitive. But these objectionable opei^tious were avoided by Trosseau, 
whose method consisted in making a simple incision into the trachea, 
and inserting a silver tube or canula, curved in such a manner as to 
be adapted to its position. Through this, so long as it is unob- 
structed, the respiration could be carried on without difficulty; but, 
if it became filled with mucus or pieces of membrane, the respira- 
tion was at once inapeded. To remedy this, a still greater improve- 
ment wjis made by adapting to the interior of this another curved 
canula, which could be easily removed without disturbing the outer 
one when tii situ. The theory of this operation is much more simple 
than its pra-ciicdl application, particularly in the later stages of croup. 
In these cas^s, the age of the patient is usually such as to increase 
the difficulty of any operation; the lax condition of the integuments 
about the neck, the amount of adipose and areolar tissue frequently 
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involved, the iiTegularities of the thyroid gland and its attendant 
vessels, the violent muscular action accompanying the extreme 
dyspnoea — all tend to make the greatest difference between this 
operation and the one usually explained to students in the dissecting 
room. 

The method of operating which I have usualh'^ adopted, and which 
does not vary materially from that of Trousseau, Guersant, Velpeau, 
and others, is iis follows: 

I arrange three or four double canula tubes of various sizes : a 
common, a sharivpointed, and a probe-pointed bistoury; a tenaculum, 
with a long point at right angles with the shaft ; a pair of dilating, 
curved and straight forceps; a small probang or soft sponge firmly 
attached to a flexible whalebone ; several sponges, and some tepid 
water. Having etherized the patient, cither on a bed or in a person's 
arms, let his body be slightly inclined and his chin elevated, so as to 
render the trachea tense. Carefully examfning the position of the 
larynx, it is seized and held firmly between the thumb and finger of 
the left hand, while with the right the point of the tenaculum is 
passed into the trachea, just below the cricoid cartilage. The tena- 
culum is then given to an assistant, to be held firmly in its position. 
An incision is then made through the skin, from the tenaculum down- 
ward, an inch or an inch and a half, according to the age of the child 
and the depth at which the trachea lies. The adipose tissue is then 
to be divided, and the areolar tissue may be separated with the han- 
dle of the bistoury, with the finger, or very carefully with the bis- 
toury itself, as may also the sterno-hyoideus muscles, and the tendinous 
intersection of the sterno-thyroideus. If the isthmus of the thyroid 
gland is broad, it may be necessary to divide it with the bistoury, 
when care should be taken to ascertain if the occasional branch of 
the arteria innominata is present, and if so, the greatest attention is 
requisite to avoid wounding it — an accident which would probably 
prove fatal. If there is much hemorrhage, it must be aiTcsted before 
the trachea is opened. Then insert the point of the bistoury into the 
trachea next the tenaculum, and divide the upper tracheal ring, and 
aftei'wards, with the probe-pointed bistoury passed into the trachea, 
divide from within outwards two or more rings. The dilating for- 
ceps are then introdudted through the aperture and held in the right 
hand, and the tenaculum is removed. Violent efforts of coughing at 
this stage usually expel whatever of blood, mqcus, or detached 
membrane may be in the trachea. The incision should be sufficiently 
opened and the light arranged so as to allow the careful examination 
of the inner surface of the trachea, and the removal with forceps of 
any partially aetached pieces of membrane. The tube is then in- 

[Assem. No. 190.] 6 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



82 STATE HOMCEOPATHIC MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

serted into the trachea, between the blades of the forceps, and the 
latter withdrawn. The tube is kept in its place by a ribbon tied 
around th^ neck. 

After the operation has been completed, and the trachea has. be- 
come accustomed to the presence of the tube, the child will breathe 
easily, and will eat and drink freely. At this stage I have rarely 
found stimulants necessary. The child will soon sinit into a quiet 
sleep, which may continue uninterrupted for some hours. A small 
mass of thin gauze should be laid over the opening, to prevent the 
cold air from striking too directly upon the lungs, thereby causing 
lobular inflammation. The inner tube must be frequently removed 
and cleansed by means of a brush of such mucus as is forced into it 
in respiration, and whenever the child coughs, this tube must be so 
held between the thumb and finger that it can be withdrawn during 
the expiration. In this manner much mucus can be extracted which 
would otherwise collect and impede respiration. During the first 
twenty-four or thirty-six hours the patient is comparatively comfort- 
able, but great care is required in attending to its wants; for, as it is 
deprived of all power of articulation, it soon becomes annoyed and 
excited in its eflForts to speak, if its requests are not readily under- 
stood. The tube must be frequently removed, cleansed and moist- 
ened; and if there is any tendency to dryness of the mucous mem- 
brane, which may readily be detected by the cough and character of 
the expectoration, small drops of tepid water may be allowed to re- 
main upon the inner tube when it is returned. After the mucous 
has become thus softened, a drop or two of water allowed t^ pass 
dpwn the tube into the trachea, will cause coughing and the expul- 
sion of mucus. The system* must be sustained by nutritious diet; 
and Velpcau even goes so far as to insist on the child's eating as 
much as can be forced down, whether it desires it or not. 

At the end of twenty-four or thirty-six hours after the operation, 
febrile re-action commences: the skin becomes hotter, the pulse 
stronger and more rapid, the cough more violent, with greater secre- 
tion of mucus. This is the crisis of the disease. If the secretions 
become less abundant; the skin dry; tongue and mouth, parched; 
pulse, wiry and rapid; cough, frequent and convulsive; the mucus, , 
thick, dry, tenacious, adhesive, and of a yellowish-brown color — all 
that remains for us to do is, to relieve, as much as possible, the 
wants of the little sufierer, till death shall set it free. If, on the 
other hand, the secretions increase; the skin continues moist; tongue, 
soft, and covered with a white coating; pulse, full and strong; 
cough loose with expectoration of shreds of membrane, and a 
whitish, thin or clear mucus; the face, though pale, is animated; a 
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free discharge of urine and occasional alvine evacuations occur — 
there is very good reason to hope for a favorabje resolution. Great 
care will now be required: the tube must be kept free, and, if pieces 
of membrane or tough mucus are lodged in the trachea below the 
tube, they must be removed by curved forceps, or a piece of sponge 
attached to a flexible whalebone. Frequently, attacks of prostration 
will occur, which must Ke promptly met, either with beef-tea, wine, 
to which sugar, egg and a little milk is added, brandy and water, or 
camphor tincture dissolved in water. If there is much heat of the 
chest, with tendency to inflammation, great relief may be experienced 
by the external application of cold water to the chest. The heat of 
the room should be kept considerably higher after the operation than 
before, as the lungs do not now have the buccal cavity, glottis and 
larynx to increase the temperature of the air before it reaches them. 
The free generation of steam in the room has been frequently 
resorted to, but I am not convinced of its utility. The evaporation 
of water, so as to prevent too great dryness of the atmosphere, is 
undoubtedly of service; while surcharging the air with steam is 
prostrating to the patient. 

The occasional application, through the tube, of a weak solution 
(1 to 40) of the nitrate of silver, is often of great service in two 
ways: 1st. It coagulates the mucus, and renders consistent what had 
been a thin, glairy or adhesive substance; and 2d, by the irritation 
of the throat, it excites violent coughing, which detaches the mucus 
and shreds of membrane, so that they are ejected often in consider- 
able masses. 

Having described the operation and the after-treatment, I propose 
now to consider — 1st. Whether the operation of tracheotomy is ever 
advisable in cases of croup? 2d. If so, at what period of the dis- 
ease should the operation be performed ? 3d. What symptoms would 
lead us to give a favorable prognosis? 4th. What symptoms should 
prevent the operation ? 

First. Whether the operation of tracheotomy is ever advisable in 
cases of croup. From statistics, so far as I have been able to obtain 
them,* I find that the operation has been performed 51 times in 
Boston and vicinity, almost invariably in the last stages of the dis- 
ease; of these, 10 have recovered. In England, I find 22 recorded 
cases, with 8 recoveries, although, undoubtedly, the operation has 
been performed unsuccessfully a greater number of times; while in 
France, where the operation is much more frequent, out of 269 cases 
occurring in nine years, in the Hopital des Enfants Malades, 62 
recovered; and, in the private practice of M. Trousseau, whom wo 

* These statiBtios were oompUed in 1803. 
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may call the champion of tracheotomy, out of 222 operations, 127 
have resdlted successfully; making 207 cures in 564 clises, or about 
37 per cent. These statistics are, I think, U sufficient answer to the 
query, whether the operation is ever advisable. 

Second. At what period of the disease should the operation be 
performed? There has been much difference among surgeons on 
this point M. Trousseau, in his earlier papers on the subject, advo- 
cated its practice in the first stages of the disease, before the strength 
of the system is lost by the asphyxiated condition; and there is little 
doubt but that his relative success was, in part, due to the fact of 
his operating thus early. But is it not possible, that, in his desire 
to save the patient by the operation, he saved many cases which 
would have recovered without it ? Indeed, I believe M. Trousseau 
is himself convinced of this fact; for his practice has changed in this 
respect, and in his later papers he recommends waiting until we are 
convinced that the patient cannot be saved without the opei*atiou. 
The same is true of the present practice at the Ilopital des Enfants 
Malades. From my own experience and observation, I should 
decidedly advocate making this operation a dernier resort for 
several reasons. 1. I should' never perform the operation unneces- 
sarily, not only on account of the severity of it, but also on account 
of the' great care and attention required in the' after-treatment. 2. 
There are many seemingly desperate cases of croup which yield to 
homoeopathic remedies. I have several times been called to see 
patients in order to operate, if necessary, in which the continued 
administration of proper remedies has so speedily relieved the 
patient as to render tracheotomy unnecessary. In this respect, I am 
sure that homoeopathy presents great advantages; and, if it is not 
advisable to operate in the first stage, under allopathic treatment, a 
fortioj'i, it certainly is not homoeopathic. And 3. I have seen in the 
early operation of mild cases a marked exacerbation to follow, with 
increased inflammation and pseudo-membranous exudation. For 
these and other reasons, I would defer the operation until certain 
that th^ disease must prove fatal without it; that homoeopathic 
remedies cannot relieve the symptoms. I would also wait, if pos- 
sible, till the inflammatory stage has passed, and the membrane has 
begun to be detjiched. Then, if the operation is performed, not 
imfrequently a large portion of the false membrane may be removed; 
and, after the insertion of the tube, the breathing may be easy, and 
obstructed only by mucus. Care must be taken, however, if there 
is much false membrane below the larynx, not to delay the operation 
too long; for, if a portion of the detached membrane becomes fixed 
in the larynx, so as to exclude air, the child will die of asphyxia, as 
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has not unfrequently been the case with patients after the physician 
had strong hopes of recovery. 

3d. What symptoms would lead us to give a favorable prognosis? 
From statistics of operations performed in 1856, in the Hopital des 
Enfants, at Paris, it seems there were no successful crises under two 
years, while, over six years, five out nine recovered. A greater num- 
ber of boys were saved than girls. Deaths occurred most frequently 
among those patients who had been reduced by venesection and de- 
pleting measures, and after any rfevere inflammatory diseases in which 
the lungs were involved, such as pneumonia, measles, whooping- 
cough, &c. The prognosis will be favorable, then, in proportion to 
the age and strength of tlic child, its sex, the previous health of the 
child, and its fi^eedom from disease, particularly of the lungs. If 
the disease has been quite rapid in its course, and the inflammatory 
stage has, to a considerable extent, passed away, without having seri- 
ously aflected the lungs, the false membrane being principally con- 
fined to the larynx and trachea, the chance of success will be much 
better. 

4th. What symptoms should prevent the operation? If the child 
is so youngxor feeble that it would not be able to make sufficient 
eflTort to expectorate the membrane or mucus thi*ough the tube, the 
operation would be obviously useless. Also, if the child has been 
previously reduced by disease, or there is any organic disease of the 
lungs, which would preclude recovery, even if the croup were re- 
lieved; if lobular pneumonia of one or both lungs has already com- 
menced; i( the disease has been of comparatively long standing, 
slowly and steadily increasing in- extent and severity, so tha( there 
is reason to believe that the false membrane already extends to the 
bronchia, and its ramifications in the lungs — these, with some other 
complications, would render tracheotomj' inadvisable; for, if the 
operation should be successfully performed, there could be no hope 
of ultimate recovery. The immediate relief afibrded by this opera- 
tion is often a great comfort to the friends, even though it afterwards 
terminates unfavorably; but I do not consider this alone a sufficient 
reason to justify the operation; and, in conclusion, I would say that 
unless the child is in a condition to obtain unremitting and careful 
attention, and the physician is ready to be in attendance, if necessary, 
day and night, the operation had better be left undone. The opera- 
tion is so severe and delicate in its nature, and requires such careful 
and unremitting after-treatment that I have always made it a dernier 
resort, and have never had recourse to it until there seemed an abso- 
lute certainty of a speedy and fatal termination without it. 

Out of fifteen operations which I have performed, five have been 
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completely successful; while, of the ten fatal cases, four were so far 
advanced that, after the opening of the trachea and insertion of the 
tube, artificial respiration, long and vigorously continued, was re- 
quired; and even with this aid, in two cases the patients only par- 
tially rallied. Had the operation in these four cases been performed 
earlier, the chances for recovery would certainly have been more 
favorable. On the other hand, I have several times been called to 
see patients with a view to operating; but, by delaying the opera- 
tion, recovery has taken place without it. 

Of these fifteen cases, eleven were boys and four were girls, vary- 
ing in age from fifteen months to seven years, and averaging four 
years and four months. 

Of the five recoveries, four cases were boys and one was a girl; 
and the average age of these was three years and four months. 

Case I. 

This, so far as I have been able to learn, was the first successful 
operation performed by Trousseau's method in this country. It took 
place on Sunday, June 24, 1855; and, as it is an average example of 
the severe cases M'hich recovered by means of the operation, I will 
give it in detail. 

The patient, E. H. W., jr., of Chelsea, Mass., four years and nine 
months old, was usually healthy and robust; but, three months pre- 
viously, he had an attack of scarlatina, followed by a mild pneumo- 
nia, from which he readily recovered. Inflammation and enlarge- 
ment of the tonsils, however, succeeded, and continued up to the 
time be was attacked with croup. • The hoarseness and diflBcult res- 
piration concealed from the parents the approach of this disease, and, 
on Friday, June 22, the family physician. Dr. D. j\. Johnson, of 
Chelsea, was called, who found the disease already quite advanced. 
There was complete aphonia, with considerable dyspnoea, stridulous. 
respiration, and a dry, shrill and metallic cough. Upon the poste- 
rior fauces an exudation of lymph was discovered, which extended 
to the left tonsil. He continued to grow worse until Sunday noon, 
when, for the first time, I saw him, in company with Dr. Johnson 
and Dr. Samuel Gregg, of Boston. There was extreme dj'^ypnoea, 
threatening sufibcation; the face was livid, lips purple, alsB of nose 
pinched aini contracted; eyes dull and staring; head hot, and brain 
evidently much congested ; extremities cold; skin livid, and covered 
with a clammy perspiration; pulse small and wiry, but very rapid. 
The child had slept but very little for two days, and was now con- 
stantly throwing himself about, often clutching at his throat, as if to 
tear away something, and calling upon his parents to ** take me." He 
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required to be carried in an upright position, throwing his head 
backwards and exposing his neck freely. There had been but slight 
effort to cough for some hours. 

The disease had continued four days, and, in the past few hours, 
the patient had rapidly grown worse. Unlesg some relief was afforded 
speedily, it was evident he could live but a very short time.' Under 
such circumstances it was decided, in consultation, that tracheotomy 
presented the only means of relief. When the decision was made 
known to the parents, they consented to the operation. 

At half-past twelve the operation was performed as before de- 
scribed. Ether was not adminintered, from fear that it might increase the 
asphyxia; but later observation has convinced me that this effect (foes 
not follow its use on such occasions, the muscular relaxation caused 
by the ether, usually improving the respiration; while at the same 
time, the circulation is stimulated and quickened by iL 

An incision an inch long was made through the skin. A large 
vein traversed the thiroid isthmus diagonally; butmiis was carefully 
depressed bj' Dr. Johnson,* by means of a retractor, so that it was not 
wounded during the progress of the operation, and the hemorrhage 
was slight in quantity from the wound. The4hree rings immediately 
below the cricoid cartilage were divided, and the incision was opened 
by the dilating forceps. On the first entrance of air into the trachea, 
it produced a'violent cough, and expelled a large mass, which, placed 
in water, proved to be a piece of detached exudative membrane, two 
and a half inches long, and from one-half to five-eighths of an inch 
wide, and in the upper portion, about a half line in thickness. This 
bore the marks of the tracheal rings upon a portion of it. 

One of Charriere's double canulas of large size was then inserted, 
and fastened in its place. Some coughing ensued, and the blood 
-which had flowed into the trachea, and which was of a dark purple 
or nearly black color, together with considerable mucus and some 
portions of membrane, was thrown off through the caniila. After 
this he drank freely of milk and water, and then laid down, breath- 
ing quietly, an.d soon went to sleep. 

Seven r. m. He has slept four or five hours, during the afternoon, 
in perfect quiet; respiration natural and easy; pulse 120, full and 
strong; skin moist; slight occasional cough, ejecting only mucus from 
the tube. Arn. 3, in water every hour. 

Twenty-fifth, 8 a. m. He has' had a very comfortable night, sleep- 
ing quietly nearly the whole time. He awoke occasionally, and de- 
sired cold water, which was freely given to him, and also rice-water 
and mutton-broth. He cannot articulate at all, but makes motions 
with his lips, as if speaking, which can be readily undei-stood by his 
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fatlier, who is his constant attendant night and day. Pulse 110; skin 
of incrcjised temperature, . but slightly moist; complexion much 
brighter and better than yesterday. Increased disposition to cough, 
with considerable mucus I'ale in right lung; slight expectoration of 
mucus. Aeon, and Arn. 3, every hour alternately. 

Three, p. m. Is more restless: skin hot and dry: cough frequent 
and harassing; after considerable effort, I succeeded in removing 
through the tube, a small piece of firm, consistent membrane, which 
seemed to have been partially detached, so as to interfere with res- 
piration. After this he breathed more quietly, and soon fell asleep, 
quite exhausted. Fearing that thiy membrane had formed anew in 
the trachea, the following prescription was made: Kali bichrom*, 
every two hours. 

Twenty-sixth, 7 a. m. The boy rested quietly until nearly mid- 
night, when his breathing became oppressed; cough frequent, hard 
^nd dry; increased fever, accompanied by great prostration. A dis- 
tinct flapping sound in the trachea convinced me that some portion 
of the membrane was partially detached, but I was unable to remove 
it with forceps or the small probang. There was increased heat of 
the chest, and some indication of lobular inflammation. Continued 
Kali bichrom., alternately with Phos. 3. 

Six, p. M. Has had a very distressed day. At two o'clock he 
seemed rapidly sinking. Stimulants wer^ freely given; and after 
considerable efibrt, he was induced to cough, and succeeded in eject- 
ing a piece of membrane one and a hiilf inches in length; since which 
time he has been more comfortable, though extremely^ prostrated. 
Stimulants and nutritive food to be given in as large quantitfes lis he 
can be induced to take. 

•Twenty-seventh, 7 a. m. Had another attack at 3 a. m., similar to 
the one yesterday, but more severe. His breathing was suspended 
for some seconds, and he lay as if sleeping. Could be easily roused 
and would resume his breathing. Camphor was administered, and 
cold wet bandages were applied to the chest, which aroused him and 
caused some effort at coughing, and the expulsion of another piece 
of membrane, of about the same size as the one thrown off yesterday. 
After this he seemed more quiet, and slept a few moments at a time. 

Twelve, M. Has coughed a great deal through the forenoon, with 
frequent expulsion of thin, adhesive, glairy mucus, diflScult to remove 
from the outer tube, and which obstructs respiration. Skin moist 
and cooler. Pulse 110, and stronger than j'csterday. 

Eight, P. M. Has been very restless and fretful. Expectoration 
continues profuscJ, and more easily extracted from the tube when he 
coughs. Takes more nourishment. 
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Twenty-eighth. Had a more comfortable night, sleeping, at one 
time, an hour quietly. Looks brighter, and says he wants "to sit 
up and eat his breakfast." There are still large patches of unde- 
tached membrane perceptible on thd tonsils and posterior fauces. 
No air passes through the larynx. 

Twenty-ninth. Much improved. He is partially dressed and is 
sitting up in a chair; has a good appetite. The paroxysms of cough 
are frequent and severe; expectoration abundant and thinner- 
Thirtieth. Passed a comfortable night, and seems very bright. 

July 1st. The patches of mAnbrane have diminished in size, and 
he seems able to draw a little air through the larynx in inhalation. 

Second. Removed the tube, but was obliged to replace it in an 
hour, the respiration becoming difficult. 

Third, 10 a. m. No membrane is visible in the throat, and the 
swelling of the mucus surface has greatly subsided. Can articulate 
some Avords, with the tube in situ. Removed the tube, with the 
arrangement that it shall be replaced in two hours. 

Six, p. M. Dr. Johnson found considerable difficulty in replacing 
the tube after it had been out two hours, owing to the contraction of 
the opening. He succeeded, however, and the patient has been very 
comfortable since. Removed the tube, and left a smaller one to be 
inserted if necessary. 

4th. Eight, A. M. Has had no difficulty in breathing without the 
tube, and the external opening is nearly closed. 

From this time qu, the patient did very well. The w^ound com- 
pletely healed in three or four days ; although there existed con- 
siderable 'bronchial irritation, with cough and copioiis expectoration, 
for two or three weeks. Ho has now become a strong and vigorous 
young man. 

The recovery in this case must, in a great measure, be attributed 
to ih^ constant and unremitting aire, attention antl skill of Dr. John- 
son, who, for the first five days, was summoned on the slightest 
occasion, cither night or clay; and who took personal direction of all 
matters pertaining to the patient. The father also was assiduous, 
efficient and devoted in the care of his sou. To Dr. Gre^g, also, I 
am under great obligations for his many and excellent practical sug- 
gestions. 

(ksE n. 

July, 1855. — This presented the symptoms that usually indicate 
an uiifiuccessful termination. The patient, a strong and healthy girl, 
four and a half years old, had been sick for threj days, with the 
usual symptoms of membranous croup. Dunng the last twelve 
hours, she had failed rapidly; and tracheotomy presented the only 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



90 , STATE HOMCBOPATHIC MEDICAL SOCIBTT. 

hope of relief. No membrane was removed from the trachea durmg 
the operation, although it could be distinctly seen. For the first 
twelve hours, complete relief was afforded. At the end of this time, 
the fever increased; the skin became hot and dry; the cough, dry 
and sibilant ; the urine, diminished in quantity and high-colored; 
absohitc refusal to take nourishment. The tubes became tilled with 
a brownish, adhesive mucus, which hardened like glue. This seemed 
to accumulate in the trachea below the tube, producing extreme 
dyspnoea, resulting in death thirty-six hours after the operation. No 
autopsy was allowed, • 

The next two cases occurred in 1856 and 1857. One, a boy eigh- 
teen months old, survived the operation less than one hour; the 
other, a boy four years old, dted sixty honl's after the operation, with 
the same accumulation of brown mucus observed in Case II. 

Case III. 

March 27, 1859. — The patient, a girl five and a half years old, 
always subject to tonsilitis, had, eight days before, an attack resem- 
bling diphtheria. Scattered patches of the membrane appeared in 
the thr()at. These gradually increased until the larynx became in- 
volved, and the usual symptoms of membranous croup set in. A large 
portion of membrane was detached from the trachea during the 
operation; and,. for twenty-four hours, the case seemed promising. 
After this, although several pieces of membrane were removed, the 
respiration became more diflicult; aid the patient died on the mor- 
ning of the 31st, eighty-four hours after the operation. 

An autopsy revealed a very extensive and firm exudation of false 
membrane, covering the entire mucous surface of both bronchiae, and 
their various ramifications, traceable even to the very air cells. 

Case IV. 

February 13, 1961. — Boy, three years and two months old; black 
eyes, curly hair, sturdy and vigorous. A complete cast of the tra- 
chea, more than an inch in length, was removed during the operation. 
The patient was not in a condition to receive the best attention from 
his parents; yet no untoward symptom occurred after the operation, 
and the tube was removed on the eighth day. The principal remedy 
used was Kali chlor. 1. 

Case V. 

Occurred in the same montli as the last. Boy, four years and six 
months old. He was attacked with diphtheria, and croupous symp- 
toms supervened. The exudation was very extensive in amolmt, and 
the characteristic fetor was excessive. The operation gave imme- 
diate relief, but, after twelve hours, th^ symptoms became aggra- 
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vated; petechias appeared, and the patient died forty-eight hours 
after the operation. No autopsy. 

Case VI. 

August 22, 1861. — ^This was one of the most peculiar and interest- 
ing cases I have ever seen; and, like the first, occurred in the practice 
of Dr. Johnson, of Chelsea. The patient a girl four years old, dark 
hair and eyes, of an active, vigorous temperament, had but a short 
time before recovered from an attack of scarlet fever. Ten days 
previously she had a mild attack of diphtheria, which was prevail- 
ing quite extensively in the neighborhood at that time. This attack 
readily yielded to treatment, and was dismissed by Dr. Johnson as 
cured. A slight exposure to cold so rapidly developed the symp- 
toms of membranous croup, that in ' thirty-six hours after the ex- 
posure the case seemed hopeless. I saw the patient at 12 m., and 
found her rapidly sinking. Her condition had changed very much 
within the last hour. She was comatose; pulse imperceptible; 
respiration ten per minute, and performed with great difficulty. 
Face was livid and swollen, lips purple, eyes suffused; skin turgid, 
with exte7isive pttechice upon the chest and anns. An operation 
Beamed to present no possible chance of success, while there was 
great danger that she would not live through it. 

Without it, death must certainly and speedily occur; and her 
parents were unwilling that she should die without at least an effort 
to save her by the operation. Ether was administered in very small 
quantity, and had the effect to relieve in a degree the respiration and 
improve the circulation. The child was very fleshy; and an incision, 
an inch and a half in length, was made through the skin and adipose 
tissue until I came to the thyroid plexus which was unusually large, 
and enormously distended with blood. Notwithstanding the greatest 
care, one of these veins was wounded, and the hemorrhage was very 
profuse. With considerable difficulty, a ligature was applied to the 
vein, and the bleeding arrested; but, on the slightest movement of 
the parts in continuing the operation, the ligature slipped, and the 
hemorrhage became worse than before. She was losing a great deal 
of blood; audit seemed hazardous to open the trachea while the 
blood was flowing so rapidly in the wound. But delay was equally 
hazardous; and, placing her across the table, on which she was lying 
with her face downwards, while Dr. Johnson supported her head, I 
placed myself under the child, and made a free incision through the 
entire plexus and thyroid gland, exposing the trachea. The thick 
black blood poured out in immense quantities upon tho floor. When 
the hemorrhage had somewhat abated, pressing aside the veins, I 
rapidly perforated the trachea, divided three of its rings, and inserted 
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the dilating forceps. Syncope had taken place from the extreme loss 
of blood, and there seemed to be no voluntary effort at respiration. 
A dash of ice-water, in the face and upon the chest, caused a sudden 
inspiration through the opening, which was still kept in position to 
prevent the blood from entering the trachea. The hemorrhage im- 
mediately stopped. The tube was then inserted, and the child turned 
over again upon her back. A little bloody mucus and pieces of 
membrane were ejected through the tube, and the inspiration became 
quiet and easy. 

Six, p. M. The child has slept during the entire afternoon ; but 
the pulse is scarcely perceptible, and she can be roused only enough 
to take her medicines and drink. 

23d. Nine, a. m. Find the patient has had a very comfortable 
night, and is sitting up in bed, eating her breakfast, consisting of 
bread and milk. The skin, though rather pale, is of a clear bright 
color. The petechiae hjve entirely disappeared : and the pulse, 
though small, is very distinct and regular. From this time tlip pa- 
tient convalesced rapidly, the only untoward symptom being an 
extensive erysipelatous inflammation which appeared on the third 
day, and notwithstanding various applications, continued to spread, 
but wjis entirely dissipated by hot fomentations of salt and vinegar. 
The tube was finally removed on the ninth day, and the patient was 
discharged, cured, a few days later. 

Of the seven remaining cases, the most interesting is that of a 

child two years old, son of Mr. B of Medford. The child had 

dark hair and eyes, and was vigorous and strong. While con- 
valescing from measles, improper exposure brought on a rapid and 
severe attack of membranous croup. The age of the child did not 
furnish a favorable prognosis : while the advanced stage of the dis- 
ease, and the unfavorable circumstances by which he was surrounded, 
gave little room for hope. The hemorrhage in this case was very 
profuse also; but the child rallied from it, and had no unfavorable 
symptom, and the tube was removed on the twelfth day. 

The other- successful case was a boy three years old, which pre- 
sented no unusual symptom save considerable hemorrhage during 
the operation. The tube was removed on the eighth day, and the 
wound was completely healed on the twelfth day. 

One case, a boy five years and four months old, suddenly termi- 
nated fatally on the fourth day after the operation, when I thought 
him convalescent. Though no autopsy was held, there is little doubt 
but the death was caused by a loose portion of membrane having 
obstructed the tube, thereby producing asphyxia and death before 
the attending physician could reach him. ^ 
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The other four cases, though each interesting in itself, present 
oothing peculiar. An autopsy in one case revealed a pathological 
condition similar to Case V. 

In reviewing these cases, there fs one point which has often been 
suggested to my mind. How far is the loss of blood beneficial to 
the patient? Of the five who recovered, three lost a large quantity 
of blood during the operation; while of the ten fatal cases, the bleed- 
ing was in each very slight, and in two of them hardly any at all. 

In sanguine or plethoric patients, when the disease has continued 
for some days, the blood ft'om imperfect aeration becomes as- 
phyxiated, and often to a considerable extent devitalized, so that it 
remains in the system as efl^jte or jDoisonous matter ; and with the 
restoration of a suflicient amount of air to the lungs to keep healthy 
blood well aerated, it is stiU impossible, in the weakened state of the 
system, to reiuvigorate these partially devitalized b^ood-corpuscles. 
The consequence is inevitable death. But, as was the case with the 
infant and the boy of three years, and mortf markedly in Case VI, 
the hemorrhage seemed to relieve the system at once, and from the 
most hopeless they became the most miM and favorable cases. So 
far have I been convinced of the benefit which may obtain from the 
removal of this de-oxidized blood, that in the last operation I took 
especial pains to produce hemorrhage, but without eifect, and I 
seriously thought of opening » vein for this purpose. 

I would commend this thought to surgeons in performing the 
operation. 
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ARTICLE IX. 

Report of the Committee on Life Insurance. By A. R. Moaoak, M. D., of Sjnumse. 

At the last animal session of this Society, the report of Dr. Wm. 
A. Hawley (acting under the instruction of The Onondaga County 
Homoeopathic Medical Society), respecting the appointment of homoeo- 
pathic physicians as medical examiners by life insurance companies, 
was considered. . 

The following preamble and resolutions, adopted at a semi-annual 
meeting of the Onondaga County Homoeopathic Medical Society, 
October 25, 1864, was addressed by Dr. Hawley to twenty-one com- 
panies: 

IVTi&xaSy It has been repeatedly stated by opponents of our school 
that several of the life insurance companies decline appointing as 
medical examiners physicians who are engaged in the practice of 
homoeopathy, and 

W/iei^eas, Such report is derogatory to the dignity, honor and 
ability of a large and influential body of intelligent men, therefore 
be it . 

Resolved^ That a committee be appointed to confer with the life 
insurance companies doing business in the State of New York, for 
the purpose of ascertaining the truth or falsity of said statement. 

Resolvedy That silence in regard to the above query upon the part 
of any of the interrogated companies shall bp deemed as presumptive 
evidence of the truth of said report, so jj^v as each delinquent is con- 
cerned. 

" Resolved^ That said committee be and hereby is instructed to re- 
port results of said correspondence to the New York State Homoeo- 
pathic Medical Society, at their next annual meeting in February, 
1865, for their consideration and action. 

Dr. Hawley reported fourteen replies. (See appendix to this re- 
port.) 

Ten of these companies declared themselves in favor of impartial 
action in their selection of examiners, to wit : 

New York Life Insurance Company, New York. 

North American Life Insurance Companj% New York. . 

Security Life Insurance and Annuity Company, New York. 

Connecticut Mutual Life Insurance Company, Connecticut. 

Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Company,, Massachusetts. 

Manhattan Life Insurance Company, New York. 

Knickerbocker Life Insurance Company, New York. 

Mutual Benefit Life Insurance Company, New Jersey, 
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Union Mutual Company, Boston, Massachusetts. 
Berkshire Life Insurance Company, Massachusetts. 

Three of the replies were deemed equivocal to wit : 

New ilngland Mutual Life Insurance Company, Boston, Mass. 

Guardian Life Insurance Company, New York. 

Gfermania Life Insurance Company, New York. 

One squarely ndverse, to wit: 
Phcenix Mutual, of Hartford, Connecticut. 
Seven companies failed to respond, to wit : 
. Mutual Life, New York. 
Home Lite, Brooklyn, New York. 
New York Life and Trust Company, New York. 
United States Life, New York. 

Equitable Life Assurance Society of the United States, N. Y. 
National Life, Montpelier, Vermont. 
Charter Oak, Hartford, Connecticut. 

Doubt being expressed by members of the Sociqty as to the actual 
position of some of the ** delinquent" companies, and it being also 
ascertained that the said quciies had not been sent to all the com- 
panies transacting business in the State (new ones having been re- 
cently organized), it was decided to continue the investigation, and 
a committee was appointed for that purpose. 

Your committee thereupon addressed the following interrogations: 
"Do you object to or decline appointing homoeopathic physicians as 
medical examiners in your company?" or "do you act impartially in 
selecting your medical examinei's from either school, regarding edu- 
cation, ability and integrity, as more important than any peculiar 
preference in method of administering remedies ?" to the seven com- 
panies designated as ^' delinqiienC^^^ and the three companies whose 
replies were deemed equivocal^ also to six new companies, to wit: 

Globe Mutual Life Insurance Company, New York. 

Washington Life-insurance Company, New York. 

Miivd Life, Hartford, Connecticut. 

Brooklyn Life Insurance Companj'-, New York. 

Widows' and Orphans' Benefit Company, New York. 

Universal Life Insurance Company, New York. 

(The latter company does business on a different basis from ordi- 
nary life insurance companies, its object being to insure unsound 
lives; it perhaps should not have been included in the above 
category.) 

Also to the four New York agencies for foreign companies, to wit : 

Eagle Life Insurance Company, London ; agency 60 Wall street, 
New York. 

British Commercial and British Nation Life Assurance Societies, 
agency 65 Wall street, New York. 
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Liverpool and London, and Globe Insurance Companies, agency 
45 William street, New York. 

Royal Insurance Company, Liverpool ; agency New York city. 

Twenty companies in all. (For their replies see Appendix.) Ten 
claiming impartiality, two adverse, two equivocal, six failing to 
respond. 

Total Recapitulation. 

Those who profess to act impartially, twenty — to wit: 

New York Life Insurance Company, New York. 

North American Life Insurance Company, New York. 

Security Life and Annuity Company, New York. 

Globe Mutual Life Insurance Company, New York. 

Bi'ooklyn Life Insurance Company, New York. 

Equitable Life Assurance Society of the United States, New York. 

Connecticut Mutual Life Insurance Company, Hartford, Conn. 

JEtna Life Insurance Company, Hartford, Connecticut. , 

Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Company, Springfield, Mass. 
• Mutual Benefit Life Insurance Company, Newark, New Jersey. 

Manhattan Life Insurance Company, New York. 

Knickerbocker Life Insurance' Company, New York. 

German ia Life Insurance Company, New York. 

Washington Life Insurance Company, New York. 

Home Life Insurance Company, Brooklyn, New York. ' 

Charter Oak Life Insurance Company, Hartford, Connecticut. 

Union Mutual Life Insurance Company, Boston, Massachusetts. 

Berkshire Life Insurance Company, Pittsfield, Mass. 

British Commercial, United British Nation Life Assurance Associa- 
tion, Liverpool and London, and Globe Insurance Company. 

Those whose answers are deemed equivocal^ two — to wit: 

New England Mutual Life Insurance Company, Boston, Mass. 

Guardian Life Insurance Company, New York. 

Those who are advei'se to homoeopathy, three — to wit : 

United States Life Insurance Company, New York. 

Phoenix Mutual Life Insurance Company, Hartford, Connecticut. 

Eagle and Albion (Foreign), agency 60 Wall street, N. Y. 

Failed to respond^ six — to wit : 

New York Life and Trust Company, New York. 

Widows' and Orphans' Benefit, New York. 

National Life Insurance Company, Montpelier, Vermont. 

Mutual Life Insurance Company. 

Universal Life Insurance Company, New York. 

Eoyal (British) Life Insurance Company, New York. 

Your committee is highly gratified in being able to report, finding 
so large a majority of the companies intelligent, liberal and discreet 
enough to recognize the influential position, if not the absolute supe- 
riority of our school of medicine; while the attitude of those com- 
panies which persistently discriminate against 1^5, has led your corn- 
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mittee into an examination of the comparative results of treatment, 
as exhibited by authentic statistics in the two schools. 

Before setting out in this investigation, we admit that we fully 
recognize the advantages and the humanity: of Life Insurance, and 
thus acknowledge its claims upon us for encouragement and support. 

Of the various benevolent enterprises which have grown out of 
the philanthropic spirit of the present age, we find Life Insurance 
occupying a conspicuous position. So important and sacred are its 
trusts, that the wisest, the best and most prudent men of the tioie, 
have devoted their attention to perfecting its operations, extending 
its influence, and rendering it safe and permanent. 

No institution exists around which more cautious and thorough 
legislative protection is thrown; no pecuniary undertaking commends 
itself more completely to mankind, indeed, considering the facilities 
offered, it may almost be said, no man, to-day, has a right to die and 
leave those depending upon him for support, Entirely unprovided for. 

The benefits to be derived from an investment in a well organized 
Life Insurance Company, are as legitimate ^ moral, as unexceptiona- 
ble and desirable as the wages of a day-laborer, the profits of a mer- 
chant, the eaniings of a banker, or the salary of a minister. 

The combined wisdom and experience of philosophers, physicians, 
mathematicians, financiers and other experts, is continually active in 
devising new features, greater advantages, increased .facilities and 
broader scope for this beneficent institution. 

Life insurance policies are technically termed risks, they are so to 
each individual policy-holder, but not so to the company, for the 
system is built upon the legitimAte accumulation of funds at interest 
and the avei^age duration, of healthy lives; the policy-holder may die 
to-c^ay, or he may survive and even exceed the expectancy or average 
duration of life. 

The company does not base its calculations upon the individual, 
bat upon the aggregate and average, and this can be ascertained with 
comparative certainty. 

The Carlisle table has been adopted by most companies as the bed- 
rock upon which they build. 

The expectancy or longevity represented by this table is a shade 
Ifess than that of ordinary insured lives, for the reason that their 
results were arrived at by observations upon the general mortality 
in one of the healthiest districts in England, during a period extend- 
ing from 1777 to 1787. By general mortality, we mean the mor- 
tality among the whole people, without regard to health or age; while 
policy-holders in the ordinary life insurance companies are supposed 

[Assem. No. 190.] 7 
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to be sound men, as the; are subjected to the ordeal of a critical 
medical inspection, which rejects all but the healthy. 

This table has been in general use for more than a century, the 
companies meanwhile amassing enormous wealth, thereby vouching 
for their safety, to say the least. 

Several companies recently organized, have adopted what has been 
termed ** The Actuaries or Combined Experience " table, which was 
derived from the r^^orded experience of seventeen life insurance 
companies in England, during a long series of years. 

This table, although not greatly varying from the Carlisle table, 
on the whole, extends '* the expectancy," thus permitting a slight 
deduction in the amount of annual premium required; but the steady, 
rapid and excessive accumulation of capital under its estimates, re- 
veals the fact, that under judicious management, the rates of premium 
might be still further reduced, without impairing, in any degree, the 
stability or solvency of the company which employs it. 

In purely mutual companies, a reduction of premium is not under 
all circumstances a desideratum, because, the surplus is equally 
divided among the policy-holders, each one of whom is a share- 
holder, to the extent of his pro-rata investment. 

To exhibit the enormous increase of capital when well invested, 
and to show the entire, and perhaps I may say, excessive soundness 
of the present system of life insurance, let us for a moment look at 
the legitimate increase of a premium during a series of years. 

According to the Carlisle table, a person aged twenty-one, is ex- 
pected to survive 40.75 years; taking the tables of the New York 
Life Insurance Company ajs a fair representation of rates of premium, 
we find it would cost $14.64 annually to secure a policy of $1,000, 
without participating in the profits of the company. 

Suffer the fund to be invested promptly with interest at 7 per 
cent.; at the expiration of the expectancy they would have accumu- 
lated the enormous sum of over $3,000, out of which .they are to 
pay the policy of $1,000, leaving a sufficiently wide margin for 
expenses, dividends, &c. 

It will readily be perceived, that any circumstances which prolong 
life and extend the average duration, increase the number of annual 
payments on ordinary life policies, thus permitting either a relative 
reduction in the rate of annual premium, or adding proportionably 
to the general accumulation, enabling the Company to pay larger 
dividends. 

These circumstances do exist, and await the recognition of finan- 
ciers, to be applied to use in Life Insurance. 

We believ^e that the homoeopathic treatment in comparison with 
that of the old school is more successful in the cure of disease, that 
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it entails no detrimental effects upon its patrons, and actually pro- 
longs life, thus presenting increased advantages to both the insurer 
and insulted. 

With these convictions profoundly impressed upon our mind, we ' 
shall endeavor to prove the facts by authentic testimony, urging the 
prudent and sagacious to govern themselves thereby. 

Allopathy boasts of her antiquity (relying perhaps upon a lack of 
information in the public mind, in relation to that part of history), 
which has been one of continuous successive changes in both theory 
and practice, and with all these revolutions, until within the past 
fifty years, or since the advent of homoeopathy, we find no marked 
improvement in the saving of life. 

Homoeopathy has done naore to mitigate and modify allopathy, 
than all other influences combined, since the time of Hippocrates. 

Before proceeding to the examination of statistics bearing on this 
question, let us see in what estimation allopathy has been held by 
representative men of her school. 

Cullen says: '**The writers on materia medica abound with num- 
berless false conclusions, which are, however, supplied or pretended 
to be drawn from experience — ^such, indeed, is the state of this mat- 
ter, that nobody can consult these writers with any success or safety, 
unless he is prepared with a great deal of skepticism on the subject." 

The illustrious Boerhave says: **If we compare the good which 
half a dozen true disciples of Esculapius have done since their art 
began, with the evil which the immense number of doctors have in- 
flicted upon mankind, we must be satisfied, that it would have been 
infinitely better for mankind, if medical men had never existed." 

Dr. John Mason Good writes: '*Iu other sciences, when we enter 
upon an inquiry or propose for ourselves any object for experiment 
or observation, we artf able to say, whether the result of our inquiry 
has been satisfactory, and whether the object in view has or has 
not been accomplished, but this unfortunately is not the case in 
medicine." 

Van Helmont, declared that *' medicine did not advance, but turned 
on its axis." 

Dr. Gregory, in his Theory and Practice says " niedical doctrines 
are little better than stark staring absurdities." The celebrated Dr. 
Abercrombie said: *-I am weary of guessing," and abandoned his 
practice. 

The justly eminent Magendie says in an address to the French 
Academy, **the chain that binds allopathy in its fixed position must 
be broken, it is a humiliating position of medical science." 

Sir Astley Cooper savagely remarks: ^^The science of medicine is 
founded on conjecture and improved by murder." 
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Dr. Jackson, formerly of the Uniyersity of Pennsylyania, some 
years ago, when speaking of the uncertainty of medicine and the 
necessitj'^ of a reform said, " can this reform be much longer post- 
poned ? I believe not. In the regular practice, has not the treat- 
ment of disease too much degenerated into a blind routine pursued 
iu nearly every disease, however dissimilar in nature ?" 

Dr. Andrew Combe, late Physician to the King of Belgium, one 
of the most eminent of the British physicians, urges that drugs and 
the lancet be discarded and ** nature consulted and obeyed in the 
management of disease." 

Dr. Forbes, the late distinguished editor of the British and 
Foreign Med. Chir. Review, said in an article (year 1846) discussing 
the condition of ** Regular" Medicine: ** Things have arrived at such 
a pitch, that they cannot be worse; they must mend or end." In 
the same article he also said, ** What difference of opinion 1 What 
an ari'ay of alleged facts directly at variance with each other, what 
contradictions ? What opposite results of a like experience ? What 
ups and downs ? What glorifications and degradations of the same 
remedy ? What confidence now, what despair anon, in encountering 
the same disease, with the very same weapons ? What horror and 
intolerance at one time of the very opinion and practice which pre- 
viously and subsequently, have been cherished and admired." 

In 1860, that distingruished allopath, M. Marchal de Caloi, Pro- 
fessor of the Faculty of Paris, wrote thus in la France Medicale: 
** There is no longer in medicine, neither has there been for a long 
time, either principle, faith or law." 

In 1861, at a regular meeting of the Academy, Prof. Malgftigne 
said, in referring to the state of medical science:. " There is a com- 
plete absence of scientific doctrine, absence of principle in the appli- 
cation of the art, and empiricism throughout." 

Hahnemann, already renowned as a profound scholar, of scientific 
fame, becoming disgusted with the want of harmony everywhere 
existing, about 1790 retired from practice to other and more con- 
genial fields. In this state of mind, he caught the first gleam of 
light which suggested the existence of a great universal law of cure, 
heretofore unrecognized, and he devoted the entire energy of his 
vast mind to its elucidation, publishing his first 'yEssay on a Jfew 
Principle," Ac, in 1796. 

This leaven of doctrine has worked fts way until the world is 
filled with earnest advocates and intelligent receivers of the truth by 
him promulgated. 

But to the argument of statistics. 

In the majority and minority reports of the select committee of 
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the Board of Ten Goyemors, to whom was referred the subject of 
introduciDg homoeopathy in Bellevue Hospital, we find a detailed 
statement of comparative results between the two modes of treats 
ment, as exhibited in the principal European hospitals, compiled 
from their official reports: 

The aggregate returns from twenty-one allopathic hospitals gives 
an average mortality of from ll^y per cent. 

The aggregate returns from fifteen homoeopathic hospitals gives 
an average mortality of 5-^ per cent. 

Difference in favor of homoeopathic treatment, 50.5. 

In a general survey of official returns from the Vienna General 
(allopathic) Hospital and the three homoeopathic hospitals of Vienna, 
up to 1852, (statistics of both schools being accessible only up to 
that date) we find the gross mortality: 

In Vienna Greneral Hospital, 8.5. 

In the three homoeopathic hospitals, 5.3. 

Difference in favor of the homoeopathic treatment, 37.8. 

To make the distinctions more evident, we cite the official reports 
of European hospitals, where both systems have been practiced either 
at the same time or successively. 

The hospitiil at Gyongyos, in Hungary, was under allopathic treat- 
ment from 1848 to 1853, when the homceopathists resumed treatment. 

Kesults during five years under allopathy: 622 cases received, 98 
deaths; mortality 15.7 per cent. 

Kesults during eleven years under homoeopathy: 1,538 received, 
143 deaths; mortality 9.3 per cent. 

Difference in favor of the homoeopathic treatment, 40.8. 

Dr. Chargi,* phj'sician to the Convent of Refuge at Marseilles, 
France, recently published a statistical table of the mortality occur- 
ring in that institution^ from its foundation in 1841 up to 1854. 

That institution was in allopathic hands eight years, 1841 to 1848. 
In homoeopathic hands from 1850 to 1854. 

Average mortality under allopathy 5.5 per cent. 

do do homoeopathy 2.9 do 

Difference in favor of homoepathic treatment 47.3 do 

In St. Marguerite, in Paris, there were two wards under homoeo- 

* Dr. Charg6 received from the French Government the order of the Lecion of Honor, and 
from Pope Pins IX., that of St. Gregory the Great, in consideration of the services he ren- 
dered daring the cholera epidemic of 1S49.— [Med. Horn, dt Famillsi*No, 6. 

Pr. C.) in 1863, was invited by the Emperor to remove to Paris. This was a substantial 
Tecognition of the skill of that eminent homceopathic physician, as exhibited in the care of 
Marshal de St. Amaad, Minister of War under Louis Kapoleon, whose reeovery was despaired 
of by the regular Faculty. 
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pathic treatment, in charge of Dr. Tessier,* and two wards tinder 
allopathic treatment, with the following results, according to official 
reports {VArt Medicale, Apr. 1860): 

HonxBopathic wards, St. Benjamin, St. Anne, 100 beds. 
In 1849, 1,292 cases, 126 deaths • 9.75 percent 

1850, 1,677 cases, 138 deaths 8.22 do 

1851, 1,694 cases, 135 deaths ^-.. 7.96 do 

Allopathic wards, St. Augustine, St. Genevieve, 99 beds. 

In 1849, 1,087 cases, 169 deaths 14.71 percent 

1850, 1,195 cases, 107 deaths 8.99 do 

1851, 1,442 cases, 135 deaths 9.36 do 

Average three years' treatment: 

Homoeopathic, 4,663 cases, 399 deaths 8.55 per cent 

Allopathic, 3,724 cases. 411 deaths 11.3 do 

Difference in favor of the homoeopathic treatment 24.3 do 

In the majority and minority reports, page 32, we find the fol- 
lowing: 

** In the London Homceopathic Hospital^ there were during the 
years 1850 to 1856, 1,062 cases, 48 deaths; 4^ per cent. 

** In St. George^a (allopathic) Hospital, London, there were during 
the years 1854 and 1855, 5,413 cases, 1,018 deaths; 18 per cent." 

Difference in favor of homoeopathic treatment, 77.5. 

The British Hdlnoeopathic Medical Society, in their publication 
" Annals " of the London Homceopatkic Hospital, reports total num- 
ber of cases treated during 1863-4, as 934, 35 deaths, 3 7-10 per 
cent, while the avei^ge mortality from 1850 to 1865, does not ex- 
ceed 4 per cent. 

Mississippi State Hospital. 

This institution was transferred from allopathic to homoeopathic 
hands in 1854, on account of the marked superiority exhibited by the 
latter treatment in yellow fever during the frightful epidemic of 
1853. 

The mortality in 1853, while under allopathic treatment (largely 
increased by yellow fever) was about 55 per cent. While under 
homoeopathic treatment: 
In 1854, 151 cases, 12 deaths 7.9 f)ercent 

1855, 175 cases, 24 deaths 13.7 do 

(This report will be more specifically criticised under the head of 
Reports on Yellow Fever.) 

In the re'port of Dr. Paddock, resident physician in the St. Lords 

*Dr. Tessier, member of tbe faculty of Paris, was promoted from the 8t. Marguirite to the 
HoapUal Btaujon, one of tbe finest hospitals in Paris, and afterwards was adranoed »od 
pUoed in eharge of the Foundling Hospital (JJEnfanlB trouve). He died May I6tby 166S| 
after having devoted fifteen years of his eminent senrioes to the pabUe demonstration of ^ 
superiority of homoeopathic treatment, during that time treating over 20>000 patients, inn^' 
ing tbe attention of the whole medical world as witnesses. 
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Otty Hospital (allopathic), for half year ending September 30, 1864, 
'we find 990 cases treated, 120 deaths, 139 remaining; mortality 12 
per cent, excluding those remaining in hospital. 

In the report of Dr. Franklin, surgeon in charge of Cavalry Depot 
Hospital (homoeopathic), St. Louis, Mo., for the six months ending 
August 31st, 1864 (see If. Am. Jour, of Horn, ^ vol. XIII, p. 516), we 
find 883 received, 6 died, 15 remaining — 6-10 of one per cent; show- 
ing a difference in general result between the two hospitals of over 
95 per cent in favor of homoeopathic treatment. 

To more closely demonstrate comparative results, we refer to four 
diseased treated in these two hospitals, to wit : 

Allopaihic — Dysentery 30 cases, 2 1 deaths. 

Diarrhoea 106 ** 23 " 

Pneumonia 23 " 12 " 

Typhoid 10 " 7 '* 

Total 169 63 

Average mortality, 53.5 per cent. 

Bam^paihic — Dysentery 30 cases, . . deatha. 

Diarrhoea 95 ** .. '* 

Pneumonia 13 ** .. •* 

Typhoid 39 " 2 ** 

Total 177 2 

Average moi-tality, 1.27 per cent Difference in favor of homoeo- 
pathic treatment, 97.6. 

Dr. Franklin's annual report, ending March 31st, 1865, contains 
the following general summary: 1,206 cases, 16 deaths, 9 remaining; 
average mortality, 1.4 per cent. {N. Am. Jour, of Horn. ^ vol. XIV, 
p. 33.) 

Soldiers^ Rest, Syracuse^ N. Y. 

This was a charitable organization for the purpose of fnmishing 
aid to sick and invalid soldiers; it also received the sick from a com- 
pany of regulars doing duty at that post as provost guard. Dr. Wm. 
A. Hawley (homoeopathic physician), placed in charge 4th June, 
1865, remaining until the following 4th of October, when he being 
obliged to leave the city, the institution went into allopathic hands. 
During Dr. Huwley's administration, patients were permitted to have 
allopathic treatment if they desired. 

Dr. Hawley reports 201 cases received, five deaths; mortality 2.5 
pier cent. 

The treatment of four diseasea resulted as follows : 61 cases diar- 
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rhoea, no deaths : 11 dysentery, one death; 25 typhoid, 3 deaths; 20 
remittent fever, no deaths. 

The first case to which allopathy was called in this institution 
occurred about 7th July^ From that time until Dr. Hawley's retire- 
ment, there had been under allopathic treatment, 46 cases, 7 deaths; 
17.5 mortality. Difference in favor of homceopalhic treatment, 85.7. 

Northern Home of Friendless Children^ Philadelphia, Pa. 

Up to May 1st, 1865. (JV. Am. Jour, of Horn., No. LIV, 
pp. 253-4). Allopathic, four and a half years — 794 cases, 16 deaths, 
two per cent. Homoeopathic, seven and a half years — 1,599 cases, 
16 deaths, one per cent. Difference in favor of homoeopathic treat- 
ment, 50. 

We now cite a few general statistics of each school : 

At Gumpendorf {Vienna) Hospital. 

Under homoeopathic treatment, Dr. Fleischmann (whose scientific 
acquirements are freely acknowledged by the opponents of our 
school) reports, during twenty years treatment, from 1835 to 1855, 
60,000 cases treated, with a grand average mortality of six per cent; 
this includes the terrible epidemic losses by cholera and typhus 
feVer. {British Jouimal of Homoeopathy y vol. XIV, p. 31.) 

Leopoldstadt Hospital {Homoeopathic^ Vienna. 

1859, 807 cases received, 30 deaths ; 3.7 per cent. {British Jour- 
nal, vol 21.) 

1861, 785 cases received, 17 deaths ; 2.2 per cent. {British Jowr- 
nah 1864.) 

Homoeopathic hospitals in this country are of recent date, so we 
have no series of reports extending, back to compare with the old 
school. ' 

We give statistics of results in allopathic hospitals, deduced from 
their published reports. 

New York. City Hospital from 1829 to 1865—90,216 cases treated; 
9,225 deaths 10.2 per cent. 

Massachusetts General Hospital from 1821 to 1865—29,641 cases 
treated; 2,739 deaths, 9.2 per cent. 

Pennsylvania Hospital fi-om 1752 to 1865 — 75,408 cases treated; 
7,212 deaths, 9.5 per cent. 

The Massachusetts General Hospital Eeports show a gradual 
decrease of mortality during the later years, owing to the fact, that 
they discriminate more closely than others, and reject inveterate 
chronic cases and those which they consider hopeless or incurable, 
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while for instance in the N. Y. City Hospital there were admitted in 
1864, 140 cases, upon which coroners' inquests were held^ 

W6 have just received the Eleventh Annual Report of the Bond 
street Dispensary, from Feb, 1st, 1865 to Feb. 1st, 1866, with the 
following results: Total cases, 24,086, with 70 deaths; average mor- 
tality, 2.9 per cent. 

We now take up and examine the results in specific diseases, to 
wit: 

Yellow Fevee. 

According to Report of Commissioners of Quarantine (1865), 
there were received and treated in the Old Marine Hospital on 
Staten Island, from 1806 to 1859, 818 cases, 259 died; 32 per cent. 

From 1859 to 1864, there were received on board the hospital 
ship at quarantine No 1, 216 cases, 59 deaths; 27 per cent. In 1803, 
1,639 cases, 600 deaths; 37.3 per cent. In 1804, 700 deaths. In 
1805, 600 cases, 275 deaths; 45.8 per cent. In 1822, 411 cases, 240 
deaths; 58.4 per cent. In 1856 the epidemic was confined to Bay 
Bidge and Staten Island; the number of sick with the disease 
exceeds 600, of whom more than one-half died. In 1856, at Marine 
Hospital, 177 cases, 58 died; 32.7 per cent. In 1858, at Marine 
Hospital, 210 cases, 44 died; 21 per cent. 

Dr. Jewell (allopathist), reports in New York Jownal of Medt- 
cine. Vol. 12, p. 149, the results of treatment in Philadelphia, Pa., 
in 1853, with loss of 77.27 per cent. 

Dr. Griscom (Report Third National Quarantine of Sanitary Con- 
vention, p. 74) says, ** Twelve cases (in 1856) were brought to the 
Qty Hospital — ten out of the twelve died — two cases were not 
accounted for, I believe, being removed by their friends." 

In Chanty (allopathic) Hospital #few Orkans, report for 1853, we 
find the losses in yellow fever estimated at 66 per cent. 

Dr. R. Le Roche (allopathist) in an exhaustive treatise, published 
in 1855, entitled ** Yellow Fever considered in its Historical, Patho- 
logical, Etiological and Therapeutical Relations,*' concludes that 
yellow lever takes off one in every 3.5 or 28.57 per cent, of the 
attacked. 

According to the most reliable estimates, the allopaths lost 33 per 
cent of the cases of yellow fever at Natchez, Miss., in 1853. 

During the siame year Drs. Holconibe and Davis (homoeopathists) 
reported treating 558 with 33 deaths; six per cent. 

For their brilliant success in the treatment of this formidable 
disease, Drs. H- and D. were placed in charge of the Mississippi State 
Hospital, 1854. 

In the published reports of this hospital during the years 1854-5 
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under homoeopathic treatment, we find cases yellow fever received, 
461, deaths 22; mortality less than five per cent. (In 1865, nine 
cases were moribund when brought in.) 

Dr. Holcombe (in Vol. 4, North Am. Journal of Homoeopathy), 
reports aggregate results of the year's experience with yellow fever 
by himself and colleague. Dr. Davis, as 1,016 cases, 55 deaths, or 
5.4 per cent. 

In North Am. Journ. of Hom., Vol. 4, p. 490, we find report of 
Homoeopathic Hospital at Rio^ during 1851-2, with a loss of but six 
per cent in yellow fever. 

The distinguished Dr. Francis Goding, Island of Barbadoes, (Phil. 
Journ. of Hom., Vol 2,) in an article on yellow fever, reports: "I 
personally treated to the end of June, 1853, and duringthe four pre- 
ceding months, 308 cases, with loss of 10;" (3.23 per cent.) These 
were ** irrespective of many patients who obtained medicine without 
attendance." 

We are in possession of many yellow fever statistics from physi- 
cians in private practice in the southern States, but forbear from de- 
tailing them, as lacking the force of official reports from public insti- 
tutions; they fully corroborate the statement that our losses in this 
^'fataV^ disease do not exceed six per cent. 
* We come next to the consideration of 

Cholera. 

Homoeopathy was yet in its swaddling clothes, when terrible ac- 
counts of the ravages of the Asiatic cholera came across the Red sea 
from India. Hahnemann, with great foresight, guided by the un- 
erring law of similars, which he had announced, predicted the almost 
complete control of this scourge by the proper use of three remedies: 
camphor, cuprum and veratrum! The pestilence came ; allopathy 
was almost powerless, often hurtful, rarely successful, \yhile homoeo- 
pathy emerged from the conflict with a name no longer obscure and 
powerless. 

The reports of government investigating commissions aad results 
in private practice, corroborated the welcome announcement of our 
illustrious teacher; and homoeopathy assumed at once a conspicuous 
position in spite of the bitter and unprincipled antagonism of our 
opponents. 

During the epidemic of 1831-2 in Vienna, there were treated allo- 
pathically, 4,500 patients, of whom 1,300 died, 31 per cent; treated 
homceopathically, 581 patients, of whom 49 died; eight per cent. 

Dr. Quin, of Lcmdon, gives a table of the results of the treatment 
of ten difi*erent homoeopathic physidans, as 1,093 patients, 95 deaths; 
9 per cent. 
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(The results above stated were obtained daring 1831-2, at Vienna, 
Moravia, Bohemia and Hungary.) 

Dr. Roux (allopathist), sent by order of the King of Bavaria to col- 
lect aathentic information, reported officially, but with apparent 
reluctance, under hoinceopathic treatment, 1,169 cases, 85 deaths; 
about 7 per cent 

In Bussia, Austria, at Berlin and Paris, there were treated 3,017 
cases, 264 died; 8.7 per cent. 

Hon. Alexis Eustaphieve, the Russian Consul General, reports 
general results of homoeopathic treatment in the Russian Empire in 
1830-1: 1,270 cases, 108 died; about 8.5 per cent 

(The above statistics are from judges on cholera.) 

In 1836 cholera again visited Vienna. Homoeopathy had previ- 
ously been interdicted by law, but in Consequence of former brilliant 
results this restriction was removed and a Cholera Hospital estab- 
lished. 

Prof. Carroll Dunham (a gentleman whose reliability none will 
question), in a series of articles written for The Independent, makes 
the following estimates: 

From 1831 to 1848, the mortality of choleia patients treated by 
the ordinary "regular'' or allopathic treatment al their own houses, 
throughout Europe, was one in two and a half cases, or more than 
39 per cent. 

In hospital practice, during the same period and under the same 
method, the mortality was one in one a half cases, or more than 57 
per cent. 

During the same period the mortality of patients, treated at their 
own houses by homceopathic physicians, was one death in 11 cases,* 
or a little more than 9 per cent 

In homoeopathic hospitals, the mortality was one in 3^ cases, or a 
little more than 33 per cent. 

In the city of New York, in 1832, the mortality under the allo- 
pathic treatment was in hospitals 50 per cent; in private practice 33 
per cent 

In 1849, the mortality under allopathic practice was in hospitals 
58.7 per cent; in private practice 34.7 per cent. 

During this epidemic in New York, the aggregate mortality under 
homoeopathic treatment, under many disadvantages, was 15 per cent 

During the last v^itation of Asiatic cholera in England, in 1854, 
the Government directed the General Board of Health to make the 
necessary arrangements fov collecting statistics of the various methods 
employed in the treatment of cholera. A medical counsel, composed 
of the most eminent allopathic practitioners in the kingdom, was 
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accordingly formed with the late Dr. Paris, President of the Royal 
College of Physicians, as chairman. 

When their report was submitted to the House of Commons, it 
was noticed that the returns of the homoeopathic practitioners was 
left out, and a demand wjis made by the House for them or for 
"copies of any returns that have been rejected by the medical coun- 
cil," accordingly Dr. McLaughlin, an eminent allopathic physician 
and government inspector of cholera hospitals, presented the missing 
report, showing an average mortality of but 16.4 per cent, under 
homoeopathic treatment, while the results under allopathic treatment 
showed a death rate of 86.2 per cent; very substantial reason, on the 
part of these magnanimous gentlemen, for attempting to suppress 
these returns. 

Dr. McLaughlin, in a puli^lic letter to one of the physicians of the 
London Homoeopathic Hospital, afterwards writes: "You are aware 
that I went to your hospital prepossessed against the homoeopathic 
system ; that you had in me in your camp an enemy, rather than a 
friend. • • • » That there may be no misapprehension about 
the cases I saw in your hospital, I will add, that all I saw were true 
cases of cholera, in the various stages of the disease; and that I saw 
several cases which did well under your treatment, which I have no 
hesitation in saying would have sunk under any other." 

The aggregate statistics of results of allopathic treatment of cholera 
in Europe and America, show a mortality of over 40 per cent; statis- 
tics of homoeopathic treatment, a mortality of less than nine per cent 

Typhus Fever. 
From the British Journal of Homceopathy (vol. XV, p. 472), we 
copy results of these different modes of treatment during a series of 
years, to wit : 

Vienna General {Allopathic) Hospital, 
1850, 920 c^es, 144 died, 48 remained; 16.5 percent. 1852, 616 
cases, 133 died, 125 remained; 27 per cent. 1853, 1,206 cases, 259 
died, 87 remained ; 23.1 per cent. Total 2,742 cases, 536 died, 260 
remained; 21.6 per cent. 

Si^et^s of Charity Hospital at Gumpendoif {Hotnoeopathic). 

1850, 89 cases, 9 died, 8 remained; 10.7 percent. 1851, 88 cases, 
10 died, 8 remained ; 12.5 per cent. 1852, 13t cases, 11 died, 16 
remained; 9 per cent. Total 314 cases, 30 died, 32 remained ; 10.6 
per cent. Difference in favor of homoeopathy, 50.3 per cent. 

In the second medical division of the military hospital at Prague, 
the "expectant " treatment was tried, to wit : 1B49, 139 cases, 27 
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died, 7 remained ; 20.4 per cent. 1850, 98 cases, 13 died, 2 re- 
mained; 13.5 per cent Total 237 cases, 40 died, 9 remained ; 17.5 
per cent. Exhibiting the following results : the success of the do- 
nothing or expectant treatment was 4.1 per cent better than allo- 
pathy, or in other words, allopathic treatment was 4.1 per cent 
worse than no treatment at all. 

The results under homoeopathic treatment were about 7 per cent 
better than the expectant treatment, and 11 per cent better than the 
allopathie* • 

In the Gumpendorf Sisters of Charity Hospital, Dr. Fleischmanu 
reports during 20 years, from January, 1835, to January, 1855, the 
treatment of 3,165 cases, 368 deaths ; 11.5 per cent. 

In 1848 the m6i'tality in typhus in this hospital was 10.7 per cent. 
Mortality in the Vienna General (allopathic) Hospital, in 1848, 18.9 
per cent. 

Dr. Wurmb reports, as results of treatment in the Leopoldstadt 
Hospital (homoeopathic) Vienna, during the yeai*s 1859-61: 211 cases, 
20 deaths ; loss 9.5 per cent. 

In the report of the Committee on Pi:actical Medicine of the 
American Medical Association for 1848, we find, admitted to the 
Marine Hospital of Staten Island in 1847 : 2,229 cases registered as 
typhus, 457 died; 20.5 per cent. 

In report of the Pennsylvania Hospital, 1865: 39 cases typhus, 13 
deaths ; 33 per cent. 

In the report of the New York Hospital : 1863, 21 cases, 10 died, 
2 remaining. 1864, 47 cases, 13 died — 68 cases, 23 died ; about 35 
per cent. 

The few hospitals under homoeopathic patronage in this country 
report no cases of typhus fever, and we must content ourselves with 
the above reports, but will briefly refer to a few reports on typhoid 
fever, first of allopathic hospitals : 

Neiv York City Hospital : 1863, 83 cases, 19 deaths. 1864, 102 
cases, 14 deaths — 185 cases, 33 deaths. 

In arriving at the average mortality here, we deduct 18 cases from 
the aggregate number of patients; that number being reported as 
remainiirg, relieved or removed, &c., and find it about 20 ^er cent. 

PennsjMvania Hospital Report, 1865: 34 cases typhoid, 6, deaths, 
1 remaining; 18.2 per cent. 

St. Louis City Hospital: 10 cases, 7 deaths, 1 remaining; 77.7 per 
cent. 

The fatality in the St. Louis Hospital is remarkable, particu- 
larly when we consider the returns from the Cavalry Depot Hospi- 
tal, in the same city, under homoeopathic treatment. 
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« 

Difference in favor of homoeopathy, 89.9 per cent: 42 cases, 3 
deaths, or 7.1 per cent. 

Soldiers Rest, Syracuse, N. Y.r Dr. Hawley reports 25 typhoid 
cases, 3 deaths; 12 per cent. 

The results in private practice exhibit a more favorable ratio, even 
than is found in these reports. 

Pneumonia. 
• Allopathic liesults. 

The official results of the Royal Infirmary of Edinliurgh show a 
mortality of 33 per cent under the treatment of Dr. J. Hughes 
Bennett, Professor of chemical medicine. 

In statistical documents on pneumonia by Arthift- Mitchell {Con- 
naissance Medicale, Apr. 30, 1859) we find as a result of treatment 
during ten year*, from 1847 to 1856, in the Vienna General Hospital 
an average mortality of 24.4 per cent. 

In the Monthly Journal of the Imperial Medical Society of Vienna, 
July 28, 1859, Report on pneumonia in Wieden District Hospital for 
1854, with average mortality of 20.7 per cent. 

Of 1,430 cases, collected by Grisolle from various allopathic 
authorities, the average mortality between the ages of 40 and 70 
was 23 per cent. 

Dr. Routhin his "Fallacies of Homoeopathy" reports 1,522 cases 
occurring in the Glasgow Infirmary, the General Hospital of Vienna, 
and in the practice of Drs. Walsh, Taylor and Peacock of London, 
with 373 deaths, or mortality of 24 per cent. 

In the Pennsylvania Hospital report of 1865, we find the average 
mortality to be nearly 30 per cent. 

In the New York Hospital report /or 1863-64, we find 87 received 
and 31 deaths. 

Six cases reported as remaining or removed we deduct from the 
aggregate number, leaving an average mortality of 38 per cent. 

Dr. Diet], of Vienna, treated 85 cases by bloodletting, and lost 17 
or 20 1 per cent. 

He treated 106 cases by taxtar-emetic m large doses, and lost 22 
or 20.7 per cent. 

He left 189 cases without medicine or bleeding, and lost 14 or 7.4. 

The results in Di\ DietPs hospital unde^* the expectant treatmerU^ 
for some unexplained reason, shows an enormously difierent result 
from those following the same method, adopted for the sake of 
experiment, in the second Medical Division of the Military Hospital 
at Prague, which reports in 1848, 49, 50: 259 cases, 68 deaths, or 
22.4 per cent. 
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We find in the reports of the Vienna (allopathic) hospital the ijpl- 
lowing: 

In 1850, 472 cases, 92 died; 19.5 per cent. 1852, 662 cases, 148 
died; 22.3 per cent. 1853, 466 cases, 110 died; 23.2 per cent Total, 
1,660 cases, 350 died; 21.1 per cent. 

Compare this exhibit with the returns of Dr. Fleischmann* of the 
Leopoldstadt (homoeopathic) Hospital, of Vienna, for the years 1850, 
1851-2: '92 cases, 6 deaths; 6.5 per cent. 

Dr. Roux (allopathist) in his '^Fallacies of HomoBoiJcUhy" unwill- 
ingly, is compelled to report 783 cases of pneumonia, treated in Ger- 
man hospitals, with but 45 deaths, a mortality of only 5.7 per cent. 

Dr. R. gives no credit to homoeopathy, which he considers a harm- 
less sort of expectant treatment, but attributes the greater mortality 
Hnder allopathic treatment to au abuse of that system, or malpractice. 

Homoeopathzc Results, • 

Gumpendorf Hospital (Br. Journ. Vol. 14, p. 33) 1836-55: 1,052 
cases, 48 deaths. Leopoldstadt Hospital (Br. Journ., Vol. 14, p. 70), 
1850-54: 119 cases, 8 deaths. Leopoldstadt Hospital (Br. Journ., 
Vol. 22, p. 366), 1859-61: 30 cases, 1 death. Linz (Hungary) Hos- 
pital (Br. Journ. Vol. 15, p. 478): 99 cAses, 1 death. St. Margue- 
rite Hospital {Recheixhes Cliniques, 1850); 41 cases, 3 deaths. Lon- 
don (homoeopathic) Hospital (Br. Journ., Vol. 15, p. 509): 63 cases, 
3 deaths. Prof. Henderson's report (Br. Journ., 1850): 11 cases, no 
deaths. Total, 1,415 cases, 64 deaths; 4.5 per cent. 

Eleventh Annual Iteport of the board of dispensary for the year 
ending February let, 1866: 97 cases, 2 died; about 2 per cent. 

In the Cavalry Depot (homoeopathic) Hospital, St. Louis, Slo., we 
find the report for the year ending March 1st, 1865: 25 cases, 1 
death; 4 per cent. 

In the St. Louis City (allopathic) Hospital, we find in the Semi- 
Anuual Heport, ending September 30, 1864: 23 cases, 12 deaths; 52 
per cent. 

Taking hospital returns and the results in private practice in both 
Europe and America, and there is a difference between the two modes 
of treatment in pneumonia of at least 25 per cent in favor of homoe- 
opathy. 

Comparative results in the treatment of most other diseases in both 
hospital and private practice, show a decided superiority in favor of 
homoeopathy, while many diseases which are pronounced totally in- 
curable by the old practice, are amenable to homoeopathy, and when 

*I)r. Forbes, the late distinguiBhed editor of The British and Foreign Med. Ohir. Reriew 
(allopAthic) indorses Dr. Fleisohmann as *<a weU edncaied physician of honor and respeota- 
bUitj,'> and says << we cannot, therefore, refuse to admit the accuracy of his statements as 
W Batters of fact.'* 
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we^take into consideration the evil effects which so constantly suc- 
ceed the practice of old school medication — evil effects which do not 
terminate with the life of the unfortunate victim, but stamp their 
pernicious and degenerating influences upon future generations in the 
form of enfeebled constitutions and hereditary disease; when we 
compare these effects with the results of homoeopathic medication, 
we discover a still broader and more potent argument in favor of the 
new school. 

Finally, upon a deliberate and comprel^nsive survey of the whole 
field, taking into consideration both immediate results and the 
sequelae of the two methods of treatment, we conclude it is safe to 
estimate an increase of longevity equal to 25 per cent in favor of 
homoeopathy. 

We are sometimes met by the false assertion from old school 
sources, that homoeopathy has died out or is dying out in Europe. 

By a census lately made {London Monthly/ Homoeopathic Review^ 
vol. 9), we find the following reports of the 

Increase or Hom(eopathy in Eubope. 

In England, from 1853 to 1863, increase 40 per cent. In France, 
from 1853 to 1863, from 71 to 426 practitioners, 600 per cent. In 
Germany, from 1853 to 1863, from 450 to 544 practitioners, 120 per 
cent. In Italy, from 1853 to 1863, from 30 to 193 practitioners, 
640 per cent. 

HosPFTALS IN Europe. 

There were in 1863 eleven homoeopathic hospitals in Germany, 
five in England, three in France, three in Switzerland, one in Russia, 
one in Spain, one in Italy, besides public dispensaries in nearly all 
the larger cities and towns. 

HoMCEOPATHIC JOURNALS. 

In Germany six, England two, Spain two, Italy two, Portugal one, 
Bussia two, Belgium and France five. 

The little kingdom of Saxony, where Hahnemann was born, where 
he developed, expounded and first practiced the new science of cure, 
and from which he was twice expelled through the jealousy and 
bigotry of his medical brethren, now holds his memory in high 
veneration. {London M. H. Review^ vol. 9, p. 248.) 

In Leipzig, the cradle of homoeopath^', stands a magnificent bronze 
monument of the immortal Hahnemann, and there also exists a fiour- 
ishing public clinic and homoeopathic dispensary which treats nearly 
3,000 patients annually, a memorial still more worthy his illustrious 
fame and of the age in which we live. The governments of Austria 
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tnd Spain liave cstabliahed chairs of homcBopathy in their medical 
schools. Nearly every court in Europe has its homoeopathic physi- 
ciaii, while its chief patrons are among the educated and noble. 

Homoeopathic physicians have repeatedly been decorated with the 
different orders of knighthood, and have received other exalted and 
honorable titles for renowned services. 

Id 1830 there were but three homoeopathic physicians in the 
United States of America^ to-day we number about 5,000. We have 
fiix medical colleges, complete in all their departments ; seven hos- 
pitals, many public asylums and private charitable institutions; nu- 
merous dispensaries, twelve medical journals. 

A homoeopathic medical college was incorporated by act .of partiar 
ment in Canada, session 1864-5. 

Homoeopathy also has its faithful representatives in Central and 
South America. 

Brazil has a medical school devoted to teaching our science, also 
two hospitals and two infimiaries under hdmiBopathic administration. 

We might aUo allude to the growing practice of veterinary 
homoeopathy. Several meritorious works have been published in 
this department, and our larger cities have nuiny successful practi- 
tioners. 

Gen. Geo. B. McClellan, while in command of the army of the 
Potomac, issued a general order to his cavalry force, n^commending 
the employment of veterinary homceopathy. 

It may not be uninteresting as another positive demonstration of 
the superiority of homoeopathy over the old school, to quote some 
remarks from the recent address of Lord Bury, M. P., made at the 
weekly session of the K^orfolk Cattle Plague Insurance Association. 

AccorAng to a return of the Privy Council, published in The 
Times, only four per cent, of the animals attacked by the cattle 
plague in England had recovered. 

It being reported that the Dutch. Government had instituted a 
series of experiments with homoeopathy, a veterinary surgeon was 
sent over to investigate the matter. 

In September, when the cattle plague was raging in Holland, two 
Belgian gentlemen, M. Gaudy, a member of the Veterinary College, 
Brussels, and M. Sen tin, a homoeopathic chemist, offered to the 
Batch Government that, if a district were put under their charge, 
and they would not allow them to be interfered with, and w^ould not 
require them to make a report until a sufficient number of cases 
had been treated, they would on their part give their services gra- 
tuitously, and try the system fairly. 

This was accepted by the Dutch Government, who agreed to give 

[Assem. No. 190.] 8 
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a commune up to the homoeopaths, it being understood that the 
veterinary surgeon of that commune should be required to certify, 
that every case that came under homoeopathic treatment was an 
actual case of Rinderpeat. 

Mattemess, the district assigned to the homoeopaths, was a com- 
mune situated in the very center of the infected district 

At the commencement of the experiment, the proportion of cares 
effected out of the animals attacked was 70 per cent.; but in the 
latter weeks the homoeopaths saved nine out of every ten cattle 
which came under treatment. After the fourth week the disease 
was eradicated from the commune. 

What makes this return more remarkable, is, before the homoeo- 
pathic treatment was exclusively adopted in the commune of Mat- 
temess, 109 cases had occurred under the old treatment, of which 
but 13^cases were cured. (For further • particulars, see address of 
Lord Bury on the cattle plague, New England Medical Gazette, Vol. 
I., No. 1,* p. 19.) 

A company has since been formed, entitled an ** Association fi^r 
the trial of preventive and curative treatment in the Cattle Plague by 
the homoeophojtic method" Chairman, his grace the duke of Marl- 
borough. Vice-chairman James Cairs, Esq, 

Its members being composed of many of thfe most illustrious 
noblemen and gentlemen of England. 

With these facts before us, it is no wonder that shrewd observers 
outside of the profession have had foresight enough to recognize the 
immense superiority of the new school. 

This is strikingly demonstrated by the recent action of an English 
association, styled: " The General Provident Assurance Company," 
of London, which has been conveiled to homoeopathy b^ the evi- 
dence of statistics. 

The actuary reported as follows: **That persons treated by the 
homoeopathic system enjoy more robust health, are less frequently 
attacked by disease, and, when attacked, recover mx)re rapidly than 
those treated by any other system; that with respect to the more 
fatal classes of disease, the mortality under homoeopathy is small in 
comparison Tvrith that under allopathy; that there are diseases not 
curable at all under the latter system, which are perfectly curable 
under the fonner; finally, that the medicines prescribed by homoeo- 
pathic physicians do not injure the constitution, whereas, those employ- 
ed by allopaths do not unfrequently entail the most serious, and in 
many instances, fatal consequences." 

These data being laid before the board of directors, a meeting of 
the shareholders was called, who decided without a dissenting voice 
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" to open a special section for persons treated by the homodopathic 
system, at a lower rate of premium than that charged on other lives." 

The action of the General Provident Life Assurance Company im- 
mediately attracted the attention of shrewd capitalists in this country, 
who, after a critical investigation of the subject, are moving in dif- 
ferent portions of the United States for the establishment of Life In- 
surance Companies on a basis affording lower rates of premium to 
the patrons of homoeopathy. 

Anew company, Th^ Hahnemannian Life Insurance Company, 
has already been organized at Cleveland, Ohio, with a paid up capi- 
tal of $200,000, and an authorization to increase the capital to $1,000,- 
000, granting policies on the lives of the patrons of homoeopathy ten 
per cent less than on other lives; The rates of premium on the lives 
of those who are patrons of allopathy, or of those who desire to 
dttDge their mode of practice from homoeopathy to allopathy, are 
the same aa those of other companies. 

The officers and stockholders in The Hahnemannian are men of 
sound business reputation, of great ability and experience, and of 
thorough financial responsibility. 

The capital stock is secured as perfectly as the capital of any other 
company in the land, and the new basis upon which they propose to 
transact business is deemed by them more substantial, safe, and re- 
munerative than the old method. 

Capitalists in New York, New England and other portions of the 
country are giving their attention to this subject, and your commit- 
tee confidently predicts, that within ten years, many of the old 
companies will be compelled to adopt the new method of transacting 
business, or see new companies organized to their decided disad- 
vantage. 

In conclusion, in the light of present developments, it is the opinion 
of your committee, that both our interests and the interests of our 
patrons require us to exert our influence in behalf of those compa- 
nies which intelligently avail themselves of the advantages afforded 
by homoeopathy; that so far as the old companies are concerned, it 
18 clearly our duty to favor those companies which do not unwisely 
and unjustly discriminate against us, and while we firmly withhold our 
influence and support from their companies, which are controlled by 
a prejudiced, short-sighted and intolerant policy, we, conscious of the 
strength of our position, can well afford to await the enlightened 
verdict of a discerning public. 

The following statement relative to the Atlantic Mutual Life Insu- 
rance Company is inserted at the request of the author of the pre- 
ceding paper : 
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To the Homoeopathic Medical Profession ; 

Allow me to call your special attention to the recent organization 
of the Atlantic Mutual Life Insurance Company, of which the home 
office is located at Albany, N. Y. The homoeopathic medical profes- 
sion in this country cannot fail to be earnestly interested in this 
enterprise, as its success will contribute at once to the more extensive 
adoption of this system of medical treatment. This company has 
adopted a distinctive feature, which is a new one in the business of 
life insurance, that of discriminating in the rate of its premiums in 
favor of practical homceopathists. The members of our profession 
will recognize in this euterprise very striking and gratifying evidence 
of a general acceptance of the scientific basis on which the system is 
founded. It may be reasonably regarded as the result of a prevail- 
V^ belief that the homoeopathic system of medicine is not a yisionaiy 
scheme destined to have an ephemeral existence, and soon pass into 
obscurity ; indeed, we may consider this enterprise a natural out- 
growth of the system, one which clearly indicates its progress, con- 
fidence in its permanence, and foreshadowing its ultimate triumphal^ 
vindication and general adoption. This announcement will be re- 
ceived with pleasure by the pioneers of our system, and by those 
who have long observed the steady progress of homoeopathic 
principles. 

I desire to show the relation of the company to the profession; to 
point out the mutuality of interests and similarity of purpose ; and 
prove *that the success of each, in a measure, depends upon and is 
coincident with the growth and prosperity of the other. 

Deduction of ten per cent from (yrdinary rates to Practical 

Homoeopathists, 
A DEDUCTION of ten per cent annually to all practical adherents of 
the homoeopathic system of medical treatment is made from the ordi- 
nary rates charged by other first class companies. The reasons for 
this reduction are based upon reliable statistical evidence establish- 
ing the position that this method of treating all curable diseases is 
far superior to allopathic. The results of trials in hospital practice 
in Europe and in this country prove conclusively that the average 
rate of mortality under allopathic treatment is more than eleven per 
cent, and under -homoeopathic five per cent, showing a diffeirence iu 
favor of the latter of at least fifty per cent. This difierence in hos- 
pital practice, is equally great in all forms of disease, and in all parts 
of the world. It is well known that in private practice the difierence* 
is even greater in favor of our system. The homoeopathic branch of 
the regular profession have alleged for years that their system of 
medical treatment contributes to greater longevity than that of the 
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allopathic school. They are constantly witnessing the fact that 
families accustomed to the use of homoeopathic remedies are healthier 
and less liable to^ suffer from endemic and epidemic diseases, and 
when attacked are better able to resist their encroachments; hence 
recovery is more probable and more frequent It is also to be con- 
sidered that the adherents of our system are found chiefly among 
those who intelligently avail themselves of the benefits arising from 
an observance of hygienic rules. 

For these and other reasons the company make the annual deduc- 
tion before mentioned ; and will ultimately, if practicable, make a 
atill greater deduction. We fully believe this feature cannot fail to 
meet the unqualified indorsement of the profession. 

A New Test of the Superiority of Homceopathic Treatment, 
The claims of our school to practical superiority are well estab- 
lished, as above stated, in private and hospital practice; but never 
before has a test of this kind been applied in this country by persons 
not connected with the medical profession — by business men in com- 
pliance with the business requirements of the age. The success of 
this enterprise is therefore in a measure dependent on and coincident 
with the advancement of the homoeopathic school, as it will demon- 
strate the superiority of this method of treatment, by indisputable "" 
; eridence, in a manner more convincing to the minds of some persons 
than any hitherto employed. For this reason the Atlantic Mutual 
is worthy of, and should receive, the indorsement and co-operation 
of all the members of the homoeopathic medical profession, by giving 
it preference in the business of life insurance. 

Reduction to Practical Homceopathists. 
One of the distinctive features upon which this company is based 
is that of discriminating in favor of the lives of practical homceopa- 
thists. If there is a difference in favor of the adherents of 
either system of medical treatment, it is evidently unjust to insure 
both at equal rates. The interests of the homoeopathic public de- 
mand that, so far as may be practicable, they shall enjoy the full 
benefit derivable from their own method of medical treatment. This 
is just what is proposed by the Atlantic Mutual, While it is the 
purpose of the officers of this company to rely upon the influence and 
patronage of the homoeopathic profession, they fail to perceive any 
good reason for declining to receive applications at ordinary rates of 
insurance. They design to secure, if practicable, a sufficient number 
of insurances, both upon the usual and the reduced rates, not only 
to aflbrd a comparative test of the merits of the two schools of medi- 
<^e, but they also intend to so apportion the dividends upon the 
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ratio of mortality as to give the patrons of our system the benefit to 
which they are entitled by their increased longevity j thus, for the 
first time, placing the two rival systems upon an equal and perfectly 
equitable basis. 

Qvalifications of the Officers. 
The ofiicers of the company having had many years of practical 
experience, are thoroughly conversant with all the recent and most 
approved methods of conducting the business of life insurance. The 
board of trustees and the list of stockholders embraces the names of 
principals of severnl of the leading and most successful business firms 
in this city and State. They are gentlemen of acknowledged ability 
and reputation as experienced and wealthy capitalista. 

Liberality of the Charter, 
The charter of the Atlantic Mutual Is as liberal as that of any other 
life insurance company in this country. It positively provides for 
the early retirement of the capital, and for perfect mutuality; and 
also grants to every policy holder the right to vote either by person 
or by proxy at each election of trustees. 

Ample Security of the Capital. 
The paid up cash capital stock of the company ($110,000.00), is 
invested in United States bonds, and deposited with the Insurance 
Commissioner, as a perpetual guarantee of good faith, for the security 
of all policy holders, in compliance with the laws of this State. The 
insurance laws of the State of New York require the transaction of 
business upon a sound financial basis. They are, as models, consid- 
ered so free from imperfection, so comprehensive and satisfactory, 
that essentially simillir forms have been adopted by other states and 
by foreign governments. 

The company have recently prepared statisticfiJ tables, showing 
the relative superiority of homoeopathic over allopathic treatment. 
In the introduction to. these tables the subjoined statement is made: 

Inasmuch as it is a part of the business of life assurance to inves- 
tigate with scientific accuracy the causes which tend to shorten human 
life, and which afiect the health of individuals and classes; and as the 
infiuence of medical treatment has not hitherto received that attention 
which, in our opinion, its importance demands, we have prepared 
statistical tables which demonstrate with suflBcient accuracy for our 
present purpose, not only the relative superiority of the system of 
medical treatment adopted by the homoeopathic school, but also the 
following reasonable deductions: 

That practical homoeopathists enjoy more robust health. 

Axe less frequently attacked by disease. 
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When attacked recover more rapidly than those treated by any 
other system. 

That the mortality in the more fatal forms of disease is small com- 
pared with that under allopathic treatment. 

That many diseases which are incurable und^r any other system, 
are curable under homoeopathic treatment. 

While this evidence, the best we are able to procure, indicates a 
reduction of mortality of at least ffty per cent, it does not follow 
that the mean duration of human life will be proportionally increased* 
We do claim, however. 

That by means of these superior advantages, such an increase of 
longevity results as to fully authorize the ten per cent, deduction of 
premium made to practical homoeopathists, thus proving it to be a 
wise and equitable measure. 

And finally, that inasmuch as only the safest and most desirable 
risks will be taken, and as all who insure upon the reduced rates 
will participate in the advantages of increased longevity, resulting 
from improved medical treatment, it is obvious that the losses will be 
proportionably diminished^ the return profits increased^ and hence the 
inducements offered are greater than those hitherto proposed by any 
life insurance company. 

The left hand column of figures in the table contains the number 
of cases treated; the next, the percentage of mortality under homoeo- 
pathic treatment; the third, the percentage of mortality under allo- 
pathic treatment; the fourth, percentage of mortality prevented or 
saved by homoeopathic treatment, or, in other words, it indicates the 
percentage of superiority of homoeopathic over allopathic treatment 
in saving humai^ life; the fifth, the ratio of homoeopathic to allopathic 
cases required to be treated in order to equalize the mortality. 

Sianmary. 

aeasraldbeMes \..\ 4.33 13.5S 64.0 3.31 

Cboler* 16.83 49.67 68.3 3.13 

Typhns 9.21 33. W 62.5 2.7 

Tellow fever .... 6.33 47.14 88.7 8.85 

Poeumonia 4.8 30.0 78.8 4.6 

Mean per eentage 8.10 34.8 70.6 4.2 

In the treatment of general diseases, in one hundred deaths under 
allopathic treatment /or/y^ye only are lost under homoeopathic; and 
in four severe and often rapidly fatal forms of disease, about eighty 
per cent, of human life is saved by homoeopathic treatment. In order 
to equalize the mortality it would be necessary to treat more than 
four times as many cases homoeopathically as allopathically. 

H. M. PAINE, M. D., Medical Referee. 

Office of the Atlantic Mutual Life Insurance Company, No. G^ and 
67 State street, Albany, N. Y. 
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, ARTICLE X. 

Report of the Committee on Epidemics for the Fifth Judicial District Dysentery in 
Onondaga County. By A. R. Morgan, M. D., of Syracuse. 

Your committee has to report no very serious epidemics in the 
fifth district, during the past year. 

Dysentery prevailed to some extent during the summer months 
but scarcely enough to be worthy the name of an epidemic. It waa 
usually tractable under the use of the ordinary remedies heretofore 
employed, viz: colocynth, colchicum, mercurius, nux vomica, et cetera, 
according to their several indications. Your committee would like 
to call the attention of the society to one circumstance which, may 
not have arrested the attention of all. 

There has been great difference of opinion in regard to the efficacy 
of mercurius corrosivus in the treatment of dysentery. In central 
New York, we have for years had very satisfactory results from the 
employment of mercurius corrosivus, when characterized, as most 
cases were, by tenesmus or straining, bloody stools with yellowish 
or greenish uiucue, accompanied by pain, before, during and after 
stool. We were; therefore, somewhat surprised to read in the very 
able article on dysentery, by Dr. P. JP. Wells, in the American 
Homoeopathic Eeview, vol. 3, p. 167, that this remedy had rarely 
been successful in his experience. Dr. Wells also quotes Dr. Dun- 
ham, to the same effect. 

While reflecting upon this singular disagreement in the experience 
of practitioners, and trying to account for it on the ground that the 
disease probably presented, a different physiognomy in different 
localities, our attention was directed to the pharmacopeia of Messrs. 
Jahr and Gruner, article, Me^xniHus sublimaius corrosivus, where we 
fount! the following statement: *' Many organic substances, such as 
oil, fat, s^igar^ concentrated alcohol, starch, &c., transform it into chlo- 
ride of mercury, when placed in contact with it; on this account it 
appears to be improper to treat the salt by trituration with sugar of 
milk;" the conviction instantly struck- us that we had not been em- 
ploying the corrosive sublimate at all, but in its stead, a trituration 
of calomel. Accordingly,' to test the matter, we immediately ob- 
tained from the pharmacy of A. J. Tafel, of Philadelphia, a watery 
solution of mercurius corrosivus, from which we prepared the at- 
tenuation. 
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This latter preparation in different attenuations, frequently disap- 
pointed us and our colleagues, when, if we had used the old pre- 
parations, we should have anticipated success ; indeed, in some 
instances the old preparations controlled the disease when the new 
one failed, probaWy because the mercurius dulcis was in close rapport 
with what Dr. Hering calls the gejiva epidemicus* 

If these cases had been individualiised with true homceopathic pre- 
cision, it would probably have appeared that mercurius corrosivus 
has been seldom called for. 

The indications for the latter remedy are distinctly marked and 
clearly perceptible to the critical student, to wit: the stools are scanty 
and consist of stringy, bloody slime, or of mucus and dark coagulated 
blood, attended, by almost constant cutting colic and intolerable pain, 
severe tenesmus before, during and after stools, ineffectual urgings 
and frequent nausea. 

Dr. Carroll Dunham has observed that suppression of urine with 
tenesmus of the bladder, are also prominent indications for this 
remedy in 'dysentery. 

Many of these aymptoms were wanting in the cases cured by the 
trituration of mercurius corrosivus. We see, therefore, that the 
Imputation of mercurius corrosivus has suffered unjustly; let us ob- 
serve these necessary precautions in future: first obtain- the genuine 
drug, then prescribe it only when indicated. 

The great primary desideratum in homoeopathy is, to individualize 
each case; thus, and thus only, are we able to select properly the 
right remedial agent. The whole vexed question of dose will settle 
itself in the experience of eaxjh practitioner, if this first step be taken 
aright. Carelessness in these primary steps encourages grossness in 
thei*apeutics. The more closely we individualize both the disease 
and its remedy, the greater the necessity for attenuated drugg. 
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ARTICLE XL 

Report, by W. S. Sbarlk, M. D., of Troy, and Williak Wbioht, M. D., of Brooklyn, 
N. Y., Delegates to the CoDnecticut State Homoeopathic Medical Society. 

As chairman of your delegation to the Connecticut State Homoeo- 
pathic Medical Society, I would report that Dr. Wm.- Wright and , 
myself presented our credentials as delegates from your honoi*able 
body, at the annual meeting held in Hartford, Conn., May 16, 1865, 
and were cordially received. The. other membef of the delegation. 
Dr. A. P. Cook, was unavoidably absent. We found a large incor- 
porate and highly prosperous organization, presided over most ably 
by the venerable and accomplished Dr. Elial T. Foote, of New Haven, 
whose name is familiar as one of the pioneers of homoeopathy in our 
own State. 

After the usual routine of business had been transacted, the society 
listened to an address from Dr. F. Vanderburg, of onr own Society, 
on ** Vital Forces-" 

Dr. Wm. C. Bell, of Middletown, then read a monograph on the 
use of tailar emetic in the treatment of small-pox; it had proved 
highly successful in his hands in the second decimal trituration. 

Dr. E. P. Mosman, reported acaseof lumbar abscess, accompanied 
by fistula in ano, leucorrhea and chronic diarrhoea, hectic and night 
sweats. It was cured in three months, with phos. acid, calcarea carb. 
silicea, and nitric acid. 

Dr. S. E. Swift, reported an interesting case of chronic camp diar- 
rhoea, which had been treated a long time in the army hospitals. 
There was much griping and tenesmus, and from twelve to fifteen 
evacuations in twenty-four hours. He had taken much quinine, mor- 
phine and astringent remedies without benefit. He was cured by 
leptandria; taken three times each day. Improvement was rapid. 

Another case of chronic diarrhoea, complicated with syphilitic taint, 
was cured by the use of prot. iod. hydr., with raw beef diet, and the 
occasional use of leptandria. 

Dr. Chas. E. Sauford, read a dissertation on spermatorrhoea and 
it« treatment. He also reported a case of schirrous breast, success- 
fully treated with phytolacca, taker, internally, and applied exter- 
nally in saturated watery decoction. 

Dr. J. T. Dennison read a paper on diseases of the kidneys, and 
spoke of his own case of extreme sufiering from calculi, which com- 
pelled resort to chloroform. 
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Prof. Beakley, of New York, spoke of the necessity of chloroform 
in similar cases, and also of phytolacca, as a vahiable remedy for 
diseases of the fibrous and mucous tissues. 

Dr. Swayze, delegate from the Massachusetts State Society, was 
opposed to resorting to new remedies in preference to the old, and 
also stated objections to the use of anodynes. 

Your deles^ates also spoke upon the topics which had been dis- 
cussed. 

Drs. E. T. Foote and Chhs. E. Sanford, were appointed delegates 
to the New York State Society. 

The society honored your delegates by an election to honorary 
membership, and presented them with the usual diplomas. Prof. 
Seakley and Dr. Swayze, wore also elected to honorary membership. 

Though the meeting was continued but one day, the time was 
fully and profitably occupied, and harmony and kind feeling prevailed. 

In return for the courtesy shown us as delegates, we beg leave to 
nominate Drs. Elial T. Foote and Chas. E. Sanford, of the Connecti- 
cut State Homoeopathic Medical Society, for honorary members of 
the New York Society. WM. S. SEAELE, M. D. 

The second Annual meeting of the Connecticut State Homoeopathic 
Medical Society, was held in the city of Hartford, May 16, 1865. 

The meeting, if I mistake not, was the first anniversary of the 
society, it having been incorporated in June, 1864; yet, although so 
recently organized and hardly in good working order, the society 
manifested a degree of life and energy which certainly augurs well 
for its future growth and prosperity. 

Perhaps the greatest mistake of the meeting, was in the reading of 
a Tery elaborate, but quite too absurd and prolix a paper for such an 
occasion, to the aliliost entire exclusion of those practical, pointed 
articles and reports of cases from practice, upon which the interest 
and life of these brief annual gatherings so much depend. However, 
the society, by dint of good management, found time for the reading 
of one or two able articles of this description by members, which, 
together with the relation of a few striking cnses from practice, 
elicited brief discussions of much interest and profit. 

But I was most favorably impressed by a regulation adopted by 
the society at its first organization, requiring e:ich member, regular 
and honorary, to contribute his carte de visitefor insertion in a large 
photographic album procured for that purpose; and also, to enter in 
a book of autographs his name and address, place of nativity, age, 
time and place of graduation, and such other facts as may be best 
calculated to give a clear and distinct portraiture of each individual. 
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The adoption of these measures has already added much to the in- 
terest of the meetings of the society, and I have no doubt, as it 
increases in years, this album and book of photographs will be con- 
sidered a rich inheritance of the society, and that future members 
will pore over their pages as a source of most valuable information. 
The society held but a single day's session; but I trust, the cause 
^ of homoeopathy received a new impetus from that day's meeting; 
and I left the place of its gathering fully assured that our cause is in 
good and trustworthy hands in the sister state of Connecticut, and 
that our brethren there will ever be able and ready to give a reason 
for the faith that is in them. WM. WRIGHT, M. D. 
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ARTICLE XII. 

Report of the Committee on Materia Medica for the Seyenth Jadicial District. Clinical 
Experience with Apis and Salix Purpurea. By Edwin^R. Hbath, M. D , of 
Palmyra. ^ 

Among the great number of new remedies claiming our attention 
by their growing popularity, apis, by no means, holds the lowest 
place. 

Dr. C. W. Wolf, of Berlin, published in 1859, his extraordinary 
experience with apis, and still earlier. Dr. C. Hering, in 1857, pub- 
lished an article on the same in Leipsic and Heidleberg. But the 
secret of its virtuess was known to the American Indians long before 
this, and by them communicated to the early settlers of our country. 
An Indian entering the house of ^a white man, saw a child suffering 
with dropsy. His sympathetic "ugh!" was followed by the rc; 
mark, ** me cure him." He then caught a honey bee, and crushing 
it between his fingers, dropped it in water and told the child **to 
drink him." The child was cured. 

Proceeding to the development of this empirical truth, are we to 
administer it in all cases of dropsy? If so, we wander from Hahne- 
mann and prescribe for a name and not per indications, unless we 
specify the particular conditions under the head of dropsy, which 
may be cured by apis. I have found it of great use as a remedial 
agent in acute cases, as, for instance, in the squellae of eruptic fevers, 
but have failed to secure any benefit from its use in chronic cases. 
In verification of this statement, permit me to refer to my clinical 
experience. 

Case I. 

August 26, 1863, I was called to see a little girl fouryearsof age, 
of bilious temperament, dark hair and eyes, slender form, tapering 
fingers and very energetic in all her actions. She was suffering 
from dropsy, foUowing a slight attack of scarlatina. Her face and 
head were so swollen that her eyes were closed and her features 
wholly undistinguishable. Her abdomen was as large, compara- 
tively, as that of a person nine months pregnant. Her feet and 
limbs were swollen to the utmost extent the skin would permit with- 
out a rupture. Urine was nearly suppressed. She also suffered 
from moderate dyspnoea. I dissolved six drops of the third decimal 
dilution of apia in six ounces of water, and directed one teaspoouful 
to be given her every hour, after two doses, one-half hour apart. 
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Early on the morning of the 27th, I called and found the urine 
copious, the dyspnoea removed, the swelling in the head muchi'educed, 
and the eyes partially opened. The same treatment was continued 
through the day. 

On the 28th, I found the face tad r.egained its natural appearance, 
the swelling of the abdomen subdued, the child free from pain and 
only prevented from going about the house by the state of her limbs, 
which was still the same as when I first saw my patient. 

On th#29th she was much improved in this respect, and on the 
31st was discharged, cured. 

Case II. 

Miss J. B., eighteen j'ears of age, lymphatic temperament, height, 
five fe^t four inches, scrofulous diathesis. During the month of Oc- 
tober, 1863, she was attacked with diphtheria, and at the end of six 
weeks was discharged convalescent by her attending physician. She 
recovered, however, but slowly. Her limbs and feet remained tender 
and swollen, and she was scarcely able to walk, on account of numb- 
ness and^want of feeling in her feet. She also suffered, most of the 
time, from excessive burning and itching with stinging, darting pain, 
especially in her feet. 

Under the head of ** Skin," in the proving of apis, by Drs. Hum- 
phrey, Wells, and others, I found, ** Itching, pricking in the skin and 
different parts of the body, more in the lower extremities, sensation 
of burning heat and stinging in various parts of the surface." (Wells.) 

I prescribed one powder of the third decimal dilution, at bed-time, 
every evening for a woek. After taking the second powder, she 
said the burning, itching and stinging pains had left her, and the 
numbness was less troublesome. I continued the use of the same 
remedy one week longer, at M'hich time she was entirely free from 
the symptoms for which I had been called on to prescribe. Her gen- 
eral health continued to improve from that time, and I could but 
feel that, in apis, I had a remedy of very great value. 

Case IH. 
March 9, 1865, I was called to see a lady, aged about fifty, of 
bilious, nervous temperament, suffering from erysipelas of the face. 
Her husband said that two days before she observed a small .spot on 
the left side of her nose, at the point of union of the nasal bone 
with the cartilage: It spread rapidly, and at the end of twenty-four 
hours, had covered the whole face, when its progress seemed to be 
staid. Soon after, she was alarmed by the remarks of some meddle- 
some neighbors upon her condition, when^the swelling started again 
with fresh vigor, spreading over the scalp, and was fast invading the 
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neck and shoulders when I first saw her. Her head was so badly 
swollen that one could scarcely recognize her features. She com- 
plained of a violent burning and itching, with darting, stinging pains 
throughout the parts involved; pulse 140, weak and intermittent; 
complexion changed from a bright red to a dark hue; violent pain 
through the temples, increased by light to an intolerable degree; 
tongue heavily coated; nausea on the least motion; vefy great diffi- 
culty of speech from the swollen state of the parts; bowels lately 
inclined to a dysenteric condition, but now costive; urine high-colored 
and offensive, with slight pain on micturition. 

The case so nearly resembled poisoning by Rhus*, that her friends 
inquired if it were not probable that she had been poisoned. Rhus 
symptoms, however, did not cover the case. Belladonna rather took 
the precedence. 

Remembering the celerity with which apis relieved the burning 
and itching with darting, stinging pains, in case No. 2, 1 placed three 
drops of apis 3 in. in four ounces of water, and twenty minutes after 
taking the first dose of one teaspoonful, the patient remarked that 
"she did not feel so much pain." At the expiration of an hour, I 
repeated the dose and then left her. Returning aj the end of two 
hours, I found her free from pain, talking and laughing with her 
daughter about the handsome appearance she must present with such 
a big head. 

I directed her to wait yet three hours longer before repeating the 
dose, unless the burning and itching returned, in which case she 
might take it every hour. 

In the morning, I found the surface had lost much of its glossy, 
bruised appearance, pain abated and the anasarcous conditions much 
improved, so that she could see a little; pulse 92; no thirst; bowels 
had moved once; urine lighter colored and not offensive; no pain on 
micturition. 

Calling for a fresh glass, I put in it a blank to be taken in tea- 
spoonful doses every two hours, and left one powder of apis, to be 
given if symptoms ceased to improve. The next day I found my 
patient with her face restored to almost its natural size, free from 
pain or soreness, and good appetite. The next day she felt almost 
well, and only remained in bed waiting for me to come and tell her 
she might rise. I then Considered her case as cured. 

Burning and itching with darting, stinging pains, seem thus to be 
a characteristic indication of apis. 

Salix Purpurea, 
On the return of one of my patients from a visit to Canada, she 
informed me that she had entirely recovered from her old complaint, 
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bleeding heBmorrhoids, from which the usual remedies had before 
only gi^en her temporary relief. She had employed a solution ob- 
tained by boiling the bark of the common red willow (salix purpa< 
rea) as an injection, together with an ointment made of equal parts 
of honey and lard. 

I have since tried it in other cases with remarkably beneficial re- 
sults, and would recommend it as a simple, harmless and useful 
remedy, I remember hearing the physician in whose office I was a 
student, remark when making a prescription for piles for a patient 
who had given a very graphic description of his case: "If you re- 
ceive any benefit from it, I wish you would report the same to me, 
for I also have the piles, and have never been able to get relief." 
Others in a similar case may be induced to undertake a thov4>ugk 
homoeopathic proving of this new remedy, 
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ALBANY COUNTY HOMOEOPATHIC MED. SOCIETY. 

List of Officers, Delegates and Members. 1866. 
OFFICEBS ELECTED JAK. 9, 1866. 

Dr. John S. Delavan, Albany, President. 
James W. Co^, Albany, Vice-President. 
Horace M. Paine, Albany, Sec'y and Treasurer. 

CENSORS. 

Drs. David Springsteed, Lester M. Pratt, Wnu H. Bandel. 

BELEOAXES TO THE STATE HOM(EOPATHI0 MEDICAL SOCIETr. 

Dr. D. Springsteed, Dr. J. S. Delavan, 

J. W. Cox, Wm. H. Randel. 

HONORARY MEMBER. 

Dr. Henry D. Paine, 16 West 14th street. New York. 

MEMBERS. 

Dr. David Springsteed, 82 Hudson street, Albany. 

E. Darwin Jones, 140 State street, do 

Lester M. Pratt, 580 Broadway, do 

James W. Cox, 109 State street, do 

Wm. H. Randel, 1 Clinton Place, do 

John S. Delavan, 77 Columbia street,, . do 

Horace M. Paine, 104 State street do 
W. S. Baker, Cohoes, Albany County. 

ARTICLE XIII. 

Beport of the Albany County Homoeopathic Medical Society, comprising: 

A. Proceedings of the Sixth Annual Meeting, held January 9, 1866.* 

B. Proceedings of a Meeting, held February 1, 1866. 

G. Proceedings of a Quarterly Meeting, held April 13, 1866. 
D. Proceedings of a Quarterly Meeting, held July 6, 1866. 
By the Secretary, U. M. Painb, M. D., of Albany. 



PROCEEDINGS OF THE SIXTH ANNUAL MEEHNG. 

The Society held its sixth annual session, at the office of Drs, Cox 
and Delavan, in the city of Albany, Tuesday evening Jan. 9, 1866. 

In the absence of the president, on motion of Dr. Jones, Dr. J. S. 
Delavan was appointed chairman. 

On motion of Dr. Jones, the usual order of business was suspended 
for the purpose of electing new members. 

[Assem. No. 190.] 9 
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On motion of Dr. Delavan, Dr. H. M. Paine was elected a member 
of the society. 

On motion of Dr. Jones, the society then proceeded to the election 
of officers for the ensuing year, with the following result: 
Dr. J. S. Delavan, President. 
J. W. Cox, Vice President. 
H. M. Paine, Secretary and Treasurer. 

CENSOSS. 

Drs. D. Springsteed, L. M. Pratt, Wm. H, Eandel. 

DELEGATES TO THE STATE HOMOSOPATHIO MEDICAL SOCIETT. 

Dr. D. Springsteed, Dr. J. S. Delavan, 

^ . J. W. Cox, Wm. H. Eandel. 

The treasurer. Dr. C!ox, presented a report showing a balance in 
his hands of four dollars and seventy-five cents. He then delivered 
to his successor the funds of the Society, together with the record- 
book and seal. 

On motion, the meeting was adjourned. 

B. 

PROCEEDINGS OF A SPECIAL MEETING. 

A special meeting of the Society was held at the office of Dr. H. 
M. Paine, Thursday evening, February 1, 1866. 

The president, Dr. J. S. Del&van, called the meeting to order at 
9^o'clock, p. M. 

The secretary called the attention of the members present, to the 
Metropolitan Health Bill, now pending in the Legislature. The bill 
provides for the appointment of three allopathic physicians,' who, 
with Police Commissioners, are to constitute a Sanitary Commission. 
He thought it desirable that at least one of the physicians should be 
selected from the ranks of the homoeopathic profession. The meet- 
ing was called for the purpose of ascertaining what action, if any, in 
reference to this subject, is required of the members of this Society. 

After a full expression of opinion, it was decided that inasmuch as 
the bill had {proceeded so fur toward? completion^ it was not expedi- 
ent to circulate petitions generally throughout the State. The sec- 
retary was requested to address a communication to the president of 
the New York County Homoeopathic Medical Society, setting forth 
the importance of immediate action, and urging the appointment of 
a delegation of physicians to proceed at once to Albany, for the pur- 
pose of securing, if practicable, homoeopathic representation in the 
Board of Sanitary Commissioners. 

Dr. Springsteed, presented the following" resolutions, addressed 
to the Legislature, which were unanimously adopted: 
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We, the undersigned, homoeopathio physicians of the State of New 
York, respeotfully represent, that 

Whereas, A bill is now pending before the Legislature, known as 
the Metropolitan Health Bill, wherein only allopathic physicians are 
named for members of the Board of Health, and 

Whereasj The numbers, standing and legally recognized status of 
the regular homoeopathic profession in this State, entitle them to 
equal consideration with allopathic physicians in the apportionment 
af State patronage, therefore 

We, members of the Albany County Homoeopathic Medical So- 
ciety, respectfully petition that, at least, two of the members of said 
hoard shall be homoeopathic physicians. 

And further, we beg leave to nominate Drs. B. F. Bowers and 
Egbert Guernsey, of New York city, for members of said board. 

The secretary presented and read the following statement, which 
he haft prepared for circulation: 

While it is the object of legislation to put into practical effect the 
will of the majority of people, laws should not be enacted which tm- 
necessarilt/ bear oppressively upon the minority. It is conceded that 
strict sanitary regulations for the city of New York are necessary; 
but such regulations should be so framed as to affect all classes equally 
and impartially. One class should not be permitted to enjoy pecu- 
liar privileges to the exclusion of other classes. It is quite evident 
that the health bill in its present form has. been prepared in the ex- 
clusive intei-est of the allopathic school of medicine. The board will 
have power to control all sanitary and hygienic measures, including 
the establishment of hospitals and dispensaries. The members of 
this board, if exclusively allopathic physicians, will not, because they 
cannot, and still retain their standing in their own school, set apart 
oqe-fourth or one-third or any proportion of these hospitals and dis- 
pensaries for the reception of patients desiring homoeopathic treat- 
ment. Now to enact a law which will surely lead to such a result 
ifi as unjust and unwise as it is unnecessary. 

It is an accepted fact that two principal rival schools of medicine 
exist — the allopathic and the homoeopathic — and will continue to exist 
for many years to come. The allopathic is at present the dominant 
Bchool, and very properly assumes the management of sanitary regu- 
lations; but in doing so, is it courteous and liberal in its adherents 
80 to control legislation as to deprive their homoeopathic rivals of 
equal rights and privileges? The numbers, influence, and legally 
recognized status of the homoeopathic profession should not be 
%nored in the construction of so important a measure as the health 
bill, noir pending in the legislature. The legal status of both schools 
is precisely alike. The relative proportion of homoeopathic to allo- 
pathic physicians in this State is about one to five or six. The rep- 
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resentative standing of the homceopathic school by its county and 
State organizations is about one to three. Patrons of homoeopathy 
are chiefly found among the most intelligent classes in every commu- 
nity. At the i)resent time, at least one third. of the entire taxable 
property in this State is owned by patrons of the homceopathic 
school. It. is well established that the homoeopathic treatment of all 
zymotic diseases is far superior to that of every other method of 
practice. In the treatment of cholera, homoeopathy saves ninety-one 
cases in every hundred, while allopathy saves sixty-eight in every 
hundred cases. 

In view of these facts, great injustice would be done if a provision 
is not made for the appointment of at least one of the medical men 
composing the board from the ranks of the homoeopathic school; 
and also, if at least, one-fourth' part of all the public hospitals and 
dispensaries in the city of New York, should not be placed in the 
care of the homoeopathic physicians. 

It is objected by the enemies of the homoeopathic school, that 
were both schools represented in the board, the practical utility of 
the measure would be greatly diminished by frequent collision and 
useless controversy. Such an objection is clearly most trivial, merely 
speculative, and should not be considered a valid one until confirmed 
by experience. 

Two or three life insurance companies having recently dismissed 
from the office of medical examiner, two of the members of the So- 
ciety, solely because they were homoeopathic practitioners, the fol- 
lowing resolutions were adopted: 

Whereas, Cei*tain life insurance companies have recently dismissed 
from the office of medical examiner two of the members of this So* 
ciety, solely because they were homoeopathic practitioners, and have 
instructed their agents in no instance to appoint homoeopathic phy- 
sicians for medicjf I examiners, and 

Whereas, The directors of said insurance companies, by allowing 

themselves to be controlled by allopathic medical counsel at their 

. home offices respectively, greatly strengthen the present unreasonable 

and illiberal position of the allopathic school of medicine, therefore 

liesolved, That our own self-respect requires us to decline to fill 
certificates as attending physicians, except incases in which the regu- 
larly appointed medical examiner for the company is a homoeopathic 
pjiysician. 

Besc/lved, That we hereby pledge ourselves to extend our influence 
and patronage to those companies only, whose honorable and impar- 
tial action respecting the two rival schools of medicine, is attested by 
the official appointment of at least one medical examiner fron^among 
the homoeopathic practitioners residing in this city. 

On motion, the secretary was instructed to present a copy of the 
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petition respecting the appointment of homoeopathic practitioners for 
members of the Sanitary Commission to the Legislature. 
The Society then adjourned. 

C. 

PBOCEBDINGS OF THE QUARTERLY MEETING, HELD APRIL 13, 1866. 

A regular quarterly meeting of the Society was held at the office 
of Dr. Springsteed, in Hudson street, Friday evening, April 13, 1866. 

The meeting was called to order at nine o'clock, p. m., by the 
president. 

The minutei^of the last annual meeting were read and approved. 

Drs. Springsteed and Randel stated that applications had recently 
been made to them, a compliance with which would have caused 
them to violate the resolutions in reference to life insurance com- 
panies adopted by the Society at the special meeting held February 
1, 1866. They adhered to the rule then adopted, and, in order that 
the public may be informed respecting the position of the Society 
with regard to this subject, the former resolutions were modified, 
again unanimously adopted and ordered to be published as a part of 
the proceedings of the Society. 

The secretary called attention to the recent organization of a life 
insurance company in this. city, in the success of which the patrons 
of homoeopathy and all other schools of medicine will take a deep 
mterest. Two other life insurance companies, one in this country 
and one in England, deduct ten per cent from all premiums paid by 
patrons of homoeopathy; this is the only company, however, which 
has so based its apportionment of dividends upon the ratio of lon- 
gevity, as if practicable to make a still greater deduction. This is 
the only company also which has adopted a system so arranged as to 
injdicate the exact superiority .of homoeopathic over that of all other 
methods of treatment. The officers of the Atlantic Mutual offer the 
most liberal inducements to insurers that can ever be made by any 
company, and place for the fiist time the two rival schools upon an 
equal and perfectly equitable basis. 

The secretary presented the following statement respecting the 
Atlantic Mutual Life Insurance Company: * 

The officers of this company rely for support especially upon the 
influence and cooperation of physicians and patrons of the homoeo- 
pathic school. Perceiving the impropriety of insuring the patrons 
of the homoeopathic and the allopathic systems of practice upon equal 
rates, they have decided to make a distinction in faVor of the former 
class. Accordingly, they propose, not only to make a deduction of 
ten per cent from (he regular rates charged by other first class corn- 
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panies on all premiums paid by the patrons of homoeopathy, but if 
practicable to make a still greater deduction. Inasmuch as the com- 
parative rates of mortality are not definitely ascertained, and belier- 
ing that the results of a few years experience will establish the fact 
that a difference of from twenty to twenty -five per cent will be found 
to exist, and that the patrons of homoeopathy may receive the full 
benefit of increased longevity to which their system is entitled, the 
officers of this company intend to base the apportionment of the 
dividends upon the ratio of mortality. 

The practical advantage of this plan, which has never been adopted 
by any other company, will be applied in increasing the dividends or 
in diminishing the per centage of premium, as the case mat/ be, in pro- 
portion as the ratio of longevity is increased. Still another advan- 
tage is derived from the fact, that the exact superiority of the homceo- 
pathic system of medical treatment over that of all others will be 
conclusively demonstrated. 

The practitioners and patrons of the new system will readily per- 
ceive that their interests will be permanently promoted by giving 
to this enterprise their united and cordial support, as its success is 
coincident with the interests of the homoeopathic practice of medicine. 

The following resolution was adopted : 

Resolved, That we cheerfully recommend the Atlantic Mutual Life 
Insurance Company as safe and reliable, and in every respect worthy 
of our confidence and patronage. 

On motion, it was resolved to publish the above statement in the 
form of a circular, to which the secretary was instructed to append 
the names of the members of the Society. 

The meeting was then adjourned. 

FKOOEEDmOS OF A QUABTEEIiT MEETIKa, HELD JULT 6, 1860. 

The Society met at the office of Dr. Paine, the president; Dr. 
Delavan in the chair. 

There were present, Drs. Delavan, Jones, Springsteed, Cox, Pratt, 
Kandel and Paine. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 

Dr. Paine read a report of the following case of sporadic cholera 
which had recently occurred in his practice. 

Mr. , a cartman, aged about fifty, thin, slender, dark com- 
plexion, was suddenly attacked at 3 p. m. June 29, while pursuing 
his usual occupation. His strength was reduced to such a degree 
that he fell on the sidewalk, and although he did not faint, he soon 
partially recovered, and walked with slight assistance to my office. 

He was attacked with diarrhoea at 3 a. m. The evacuations were 
not less than half a pint each, occurring at intervals of thirty to 
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fi>rty minutes. They were painless, nearly colorless, and had tiie 
usual rice-water appearance. Several of the evacuations were of a 
dark red or purple color, with mucus floculi Abating about in con- 
siderable quantities. During the day he had vomited copiously 
several times, and complained of a burning pain in the stomach. As 
above stated, he contSlnued to labor as usual till about three o'clock 
in the afternoon, when his strength failed suddenly, his voice now 
became hoarse, his skin wrinkled, his eyes sunken, the surface cold, 
although the thermometer indicated a temperature of about 90, and 
he suffered intensely from cramps in the calves of his limbs. 

He soon recovered his strength sufficiently to be conveyed in a 
Cicriage to his residence. He was immediately placed in a warm 
bed, and external heat applied. Nux, arsenicum and veratrum were 
administered at intervals of fifteen minutes at first, and at longer 
intervals when the urgency of the symptoms had somewhat abated* 
A gentle perspiration was soon established, followed by immediate 
improvement 

Arsenicum and mix were administered, two or three doses of each 
dally, for two or three days. At the expiration of four days, he 
still suffered from debility, for which he received a solution of tar- 
trate of iron and potash. 

Dr. Cox related the history of a recent case as follows: 

Mrs. , health usually feeble; subject to occasional attacks of 

diarrhoea; had been suffering from an attack of the disease, three or 
four days, producing more than usual debility. 

His attendance was first required at eight o'clock in the forenoon. 
He foimd the patient in a state of collapse, suffering intense pain 
from cramps of unusual severity. The spasms commenced in the 
feet and extended upward, finally involving the body and upper 
extremities. The pulse was not perceptible at the wrist, and there 
was no audible beating of the heart; the whole surface of the body 
was cold and livid^ and the patient was wholly unconscious.. The 
vomiting and purging, which commenced early in the morning and 
had been very frequent, copious and forcible, had ceased. The 
{Mdient had taken quite freely of some kind of cholera specific which 
failed to afford the slightest relief, but rather aggravated the intens# 
pain and burning in the stomach. 

The only remedy administered was the first decimal trituration of 
oamphor. The doses were repeated at first, at, intervals of a few 
ndnutes. Its use was continued until complete reaction had taken 
place, a period of about three hours. Cuprum would have been 
administered in alternation with camphor, had a supply been con- 
veniently available. Vigorous friction by means of flannel wet in 
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'vrarm epirite and water and a weak solution of camphor was unceas- 
ingly applied to each extremity by foir persons, more than two 
hours. The application of strong mustard and brandy had no per- 
ceptible effect upon the surface. The cramps did not apparently 
diminish in intensity until the friction had been applied more than 
an hour. The paroxysms, which had been almost constant, were far 
less intense at the end of two and a half hours, recurring at 
intervals of ten minutes. Improyement was manifested by a resto- 
ration of the circulation, a return of consciousness, and a copious 
secretion of urine which had been entirely suppressed for several 
hours, and an amelioration of all the important symptoms. 

The patient suffered for more than a week from an attack of acute 
gastritis, induced doubtless by the action of the *' cholera specific," 
which had been inordinately administered in the early part of the 
disease. 

Dr. Bandel related a recent case of a young lady attacked with 
the disease, produced by eating crude green vegetable food. The 
patient suffered from frequent paroxysms of violent and copious 
vomiting and purging; also very distressing cramps, which com- 
menced in the extremities and proceeded up to the body. She 
remained in an unconscious state two days. Camphor was first 
administered, and the system was kept under the influence of occa- 
sional doses of cuprum administer<ed at intervals of six hours. 
Friction was yig9rou6ly applied. The vomiting and purging, were 
soon arrested, but the cramps yielded very slowly. The patient had 
partially recovered, when a relapse was occasioned by overhearing 
one of her .attendants say that she was suffering from cholera; all 
the symptoms recurring with their former intensity. 

Dr. Cox related the case of a patient who had been in the habit 
of taking frequent doses of camphor, when, on one occasion, having 
taken more than the usual quantity, he became suddenly insensible 
and fell to the floor in a condition very similar to that of collapse 
in cholera. 

Dr. Pratt had prescribed for several cases of cholera morbus. All 
had yielded teadily to camphor, veratrum and ipecacuanha. He 
recently prescribed for a young man who had respi'ted to frequent 
doses of **cholera specific" for the prevention of the disease, which had 
induced a violent paroxysm of headache. 

Dr. Delavan had observed, in several instances, very injurious 
effects from the improper use of the common cholera specifics pre- 
pared and sold by druggists. 

Dr. Jones had known of a fatal case of dysentery, in which death 
was evidently hastened, if not induced, by the absurd and irrational 
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use of the so-called ''cholera specifies." He strongly recommended 
the administration of arsenicum in cases like those just related. 

A general opinion prevailed among the members present that 
fewer cases of cholera than usual had occurred this season; that 
camphor, arsenicum and cuprum could be relied on in the treatment 
even of almost hopeless cases, and the use of '* cholera specifics " 
was generally useless, often highly injurious, and, hence, to be dis- 
couraged by the profession. 

The meeting adjourned. 



ARTICLE XIV. 

Impurities in Water. Extract iVom the Report of Mr. Gboboi W. Cabpbntbb, 
Superintendent of the Albany Citj Water Works. 

A recurrence of impurities in the watera of Rensselaer lake and 
Bleecker reservoir, during the past year, renders it both proper and 
necessary that I submit for your consideration such facts upon this 
interetjting subject as I have been able to collect, and which may in 
fature aid others in^their examinations. 

There are two distinct causes (each imparting to the water an odor 
and taste peculiar to itself,) that have aflfected our reservoirs at diflfer- 
ent periods during the past few years ; the one giving to the water 
the odor and taste of fish,^ the other imparting to it a musty odor 
and taste, sometimes detected in dead wood. 

In the former it is extremely difficult to satisfy consumers that the 
impurities are not due solely to fish in the reservoirs ; while in the 
latter they are equally confident that the reservj^irs are little else 
than stagnant pools. .^j^ 

Both kinds of impurities are unpleasant, and when fully developed, 
exceedingly ofifensive ; so much so indeed, that it is impossible to 
convince some that water so impregnated can possibly be innoxious. 

Other cities have sufiered from the same causes. New York, 
Boston and Brooklyn, where, from commercial as well as sanitary 
reasons, every possible expedient is adopted to ** keep and maintain," 
at all times, a supply of pure water, have experienced the evils now 
under discussion. Other cities have also been visited by them. 

In li864 the water in the reservoir supplying the city of New Haven 
became offensive, being affected with the fishy odor and taste. In 
1865 these returned, and soon became so powerful as to destroy 
"whole brewings of ale. 

In the reservoir at Ck)hoes, supplied by pumping from the Mohawk 
river, and in the reservoir at West Albany, the water during the 
past summer possessed the same offensive qualities that characterized 
oar supply on the upper service. 
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A brief history of the impurities in some of the cities mentioned, 
so far as I possess the necessary data therefor, will now be given, to- 
gether with their probable cause, and such other information upon 
the subject as may be deemed relevant and important. 

In 1854, the waters of Cochituate lake (supplying Boston) were 
affected by the fishy odor and taste. They were first noticed in 
October, commenced improving about the middle of January, and 
finally disappeared on the first of February. Great solicitude was 
felt upon the subject, and Prof. Horsford-and Dr. C. T. Jackson were 
appointed to examine into "the nature and origin" of the evil. 
After examinations and a thorough analysis of the water, taken from 
different portions of the lake, they arrived at the same conclusion, 
viz: "that the impurity complained of is derived from vegetable 
decomposition existing in the lake itself. That it might be attributed 
to the unusually long and severe drought of the last summer, and to 
the subsequent rains acting upon the peculiar soil of part of the lake, 
and over the whole water-shed ; and that complete relief might be 
anticipated from the natural agency of the approaching cold and 
rains. 

The reports were interesting, elaborate and able, and at once dis- 
pelled the idea, at that time so prevalent among the consumers, that 
the offensiveness of the water proceeded from fish in a state of de- 
composition in the lake. 

The Cochituate board also instituted inquiries to ascertain whether 
the deterioration of the water was peculiar to the lake, " or whether 
other lakes and ponds had not been subject to the same trouble." 
Upon this point they say, ** As far as the board have been able to 
institute any inquiries, they have found that the difficulty has by no 
means been confined to the lake. Among others. Round Pond, near 
Haverhill, and which supplies that town, was examined by the city 
engineer, and some of the water brought to this city. It was pre- 
cisely similar in taste to the Cochituate water. There was also suffi- 
cient evidence that Jamaica Pond had been in the same state recently. 
The waters of the latter pond, which are usually exceedingly pure, 
some years since were for a time quite offensive both to th6 taste and 
smell. The cause of the impurity, however, was never discovered.^' 
The board also add: '* There is also proof that several wells near the 
lake, and in other places, have had their water affected in a similar 
way; and also that the water in the Chtcopee River was for a time 
quite offensive." 

In 1862 the Water in Eidgewood reservoir, Brooklyn, became 
affected with the fishy odor and taste. The following extract from 
the Brooklyn Eagle^ pi May 22d, 1862, describes the impurity: 
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^* Complaii^ts have recently been made that the water from Bidge- 
wood reservoir, from which the cky is supplied, was so disagreeable 
p the taste that many were compelled to abandon its use for culinary 
pm-poses, and last Saturday and Sunday a general raid was made 
upon the old pumps for a supply of the necessary article. 

To obviate the difficulty, the reservoir had to be emptied — and, 
says one who was present at the time, presented a singular and by 
no means a gratifying spectacle to an engineer. Coming towards it 
from the north, with a southerly wind, the * fishy odor' was palpa- 
ble, etc., etc." 

In 1864 the fishy odor. and taste appeared in the reservoir supply- 
ing the city of New Haven. The evil returned in a much more 
aggravated form in 1865. 

On the 1st September I visited New Haven, where I learned the 
following facts : 

Their distributing reservoir is elliptical in form, and divided into 
two apartments along its transverse diameter. It contains ten mil- 
liond of gallons, the daily supply being about one million. Its water 
is derived from Lake Whitney, which is two and one-half miles long, 
three-quarters of a mile in width, and veiy deep. 

The impurities could not be detected in the waters of the lake, but 
were confined exclusively to the reservoir. Investigations to ascer- 
tain the cause of the impurities entirely failed, and therefore could 
not indicate a remedy, either to remove the unpleasant taste and 
odor, or to prevent their re-appearance. 

Finally, the reservoir was emptied and thoroughly cleaned; but in 
less than one week thereafter, and while refilling it, the water again 
exhibited its ofPensive qualities. The engineer then discovered that 
the valves controlling the proper exit of the water were closed, thus 
preventing that constant circulation through the reservoir which it 
was designed to maintain. Upon opening these the impurities dis- 
appeared, and the water was restored to its normal condition. 

The engineer attributes the ofieusive properties of the water to 
want of circulation; from the fact, that upon opening the valves, and 
thns receiving the supply at one extremity of the reservoir, and dis- 
charging it at the other, as originally contemplated, the water became 
pure. 

Now, while it is true, that the greater the circulation, the nearer 
the approach to. a running stream, the purer will be the water, it is 
equally true, that the cause of the fishy odor and taste has a limit to 
its duration; and that as this is approached the water improves, and 
when finally reached, the evil entirely disappears. 

It is probable that this limit was reached shortly after opening the 
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valves; the increased circulation thus secured, undoubtedly improved 
the water, and aided the operation of nature in purifying it. 

Besides, the first indications of a change in the water in Boston 

^ appeared in October, nor was there any perceptible change for the 

better, until about the middle of January, when the odor and taste 

became less marked; nor until the lat of February, Vas the purity 

of the water restored. 

Now, the season of the year in which the impurities appeared and 
continued in Cochituate, precludes the conclusion that they arose from 
want of circulation. The water board, as well as Prof. Horsford and 
Dr. Jackson, attsibute them to vegetable decomposition, existing in 
the lake itself, and brought there from the whole watershed, after a 
long and severe drought, followed by rains. 

As it is an axiom in natural philosophy, that liko causes produce 
like effects, if the fishy odor and taste of the water in New Haven 
originated from want of circulation, then to the same cause must be 
attributed similar impurities which affected the Cochituate Lake; and 
yet, the water board and scientific commission, after a careful' and 
thorough examination and analysis, conclude that the change in the 
Boston supply arose from vegetable decomposition. 

Although suflicient data may not yet have been collected to deter- 
mine with absolute certainty whether the fishy odor and taste have 
an animal or vegetable origin, from the observations which I have 
made, I am convinced, that they are due to infusoriae, rapidly devel- 
oped under certain favorable physical conditions of the atmosphere 
and water. In what thes% conditions exist, how far their operations 
may be modified by counteracting influences under our control, why 
they are not confined to any particular period of the year, and whether 
they are not climatic, are questions which cannot, at present, .be satis- 
factorily answered. Long continued observations and experiments 
in the future may discover the true cause of the evil, when a remedy 
to lessen or remove it may be applied. 

Besides the fishy odor aftd taste, the waters of some of our cities, 
including Albany, have been affected by a musty taste and odor, the 
latter sometimes exceedingly oftensive, and similar to sulphureted 
hydrogen gas. 

This impurity has appeared several times in the waters of Rensse- 
laer Lake and Bleecker Beservoir. During the past year it continued 
from the first of May to the last of August. Many of our citizens, 
fearing that it would prove deleterious toheaUh, felt great solicitude 
upon the subject. To relieve them from their apprehensions, and at 
the same time to determine, if possible, the probable cause of the 
evil, and to suggest a remedy for its removal, the boai'd of health 



Digitized by 



Googk 



I 

\ 



IMPUBITIES IN WATER. 141 

invited Prof. Philip Ten Eyck, Drs. Thomas Hun,' S. O. Vanderpoel, 
Jacob S. Moshev and J. R. Boulware, to visit and carefully examine* 
the lake and reservoir, and submit the result of their investigations 
in a report. All these geiltlemen, except Dr, Vanderpoel, who was 
prevented by professional engagements, kindly responded to the in- 
vitation. Their report was made on the 11th of August. 

Satisfied that no filth br impurities flowed into the water from the 
adjacent grounds, they attributed the evil to vegetable matter, brought 
into the lake by the streams upon which it depends for its supply. 
In regard to the quality of the water they say: "We fully appre- 
ciate the inconvenience caused by the bad water, but while we are 
by no means disposed to make light of it, it is satisfactory to be abl^ 
to state, that thus far at least it has not proved injurious to health. 
There is no more sickness than usual in the city, nor are those parts 
to which the water is distributed more unhealthy than the rest." 

The impurities that aflfected the Croton water in 1859, were from 
description so similar in kind, though not in degree, to those which 
appeared in our reservoirs in 1865, that I take the liberty of laying 
before your board the following reports of Messrs. Chilton and 
Torrey , made, as will be seen, in answer to a request from the Croton 
Aqueduct Board: 

Croton Aqueduct Boabd, Rotunda Park, ) 
New York, Aiu/mt 27lk, 1859. ) 
The unpleasant taste of the Croton water in the early part of the 
month, induced the Croton Aqueduct Board to call upon Messrs. 
Chilton and Torrey to make a thorough chemical examination. 

The reports of these gentlemen are herewith submitted to the 

public, and it is confidently believed will prove as satisfactory to 

the community as they have been to this board. The board would 

*ate this opportunity of saying, that from the first appearance of the 

^yectionable taste in the water, every available means have been 

^^ployed to discover the cause and counteract its effect; and are 

^^PPy to add, that, in a few days the entire renewal of the water in 

^ pipes and in the reservoirs will do away with the last trace of 

^f tliiug objectionable in its taste. 

MYNDERT VAN SCHAICK, 
THOMAS B. TAPPAN, 
A. W. CRAVEN, 

Croton Aqueduct Board. 

New York, August 25/A, 1859. 
^^yndert Van Schaick, Thomas B. Tappan, 

and A. W. Craven, Esqs., Croton Aqueduct Board: 

. y^iitlemen — At your request, and in company with Dr. Chilton, I 

^®^Wd Croton lake on the 18th inst., for the purpose of ascertain- 
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ing, if possible, the cause of the disagreeable quality observed in the 
^ater distributed through the city, and which had been the subject 
of serious and general complaint for a week or tWo previous. On 
driving down the hill that leads to the dam, and before reaching the 
lake, we noticed the same musty odor that cliaracterized the water 
of the hydrants in the city. Mr. Adamson, the gate-keeper, afforded 
us every facility in prosecuting our researches, and piloted us to 
various places on the lake. He brought to our notice a bright green 
substance that had appeared within the last twenty-four hours in the 
water near the dam. This material had been driven by a favorable 
wind, to the outlet of the lake, where it accumulated so as to form 
a considerable stratum in quiet recesses near the shore. The water 
at the time was very low, only a small portion flowing over the dam. 
A quantity of the water, quite thick with the green material, had 
been reserved for our examination, and we had collected some of it 
ourselves from the surface of the lake. We soon became convinced 
that this unusual ingredient was the cause of the^peculiar taste and 
odor of the water. After examining the character of the large 
aquatic plants that grew abundantly in the western portion of the 
lake, and taking new samples of the water fram various places, we 
returned to the city, and I commenced my examination immediately, 
before any obvious change had taken place in the properties of the 
water. 

On placing a portion of it under a microscope, it was found to be 
filled with little straight filaments, which were composed of oblong 
roundish cells, in a single row like a string of beads, and in no case 
did I find these threads to be branching. Most of the cells were 
about one-third longer than broad, and were filled with a bright 
green substance, composed of irregular grains. This matter was 
proved to be chlorophyl, or the green coloring substance of leaves. 
Interposed, here and there, in the bead*like filaments were two other 
kinds of cells, the one perfectly spherical, thi*ee times the size of the 
oblong ones, and filled with green spores or seeds, by which the 
plant is reproduced f the other also spherical, but much smaller, and 
containing a yellowish fluid, but no green grains. The function of 
the latter is unknown to mo. 

There were only a few other, kinds of microscopic plants in the 
water, nearly all of which belong to a particular tribe, called by 
botanists Desmidiae. In ordinary seasons these constitute the chief 
vegetable forms existing in the Croton. The number of living 
' animalculaB wus'also unusually small. In repeated instances, on 
concentrating the water of the city hydrants at the time that it 
exhibited the offensive properties complained of, I found its char- 
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aoterisUcs preoisely those of the water taken at the dam. The day 
after collecting the sample of bright green water at the lake, I sub- 
mitted it again to the microscope, and was surprised to find that all 
the beaded filaments had disappeared, but there was floating in th^ 
liquid, in a separate state, the larger spherical green cells and the 
smaller yellowish ones. I had noticed in my first examination 
several of the filaments break up by the successive bursting of the 
little cells. Without doubt the myriads of little plants obtained in 
my sample had disappeared in the same way. I have since repeat- 
edly seen the filament break up in water taken from the hydrants. 
They undergo dissolution much more quickly when they are con- 
fined in a bottle. After the rupture of the cells the water retains its 
green color for. some time, but it finally becomes bleached from the 
decomposition of chlorophyl. The bright green water from the 
Croton dam became quite viscid in less than twenty-four hours, and 
the following day it was somewhat putrid, and emitted a little ammo- 
nia, but not the least trace of sulnhpreted hydrogen. Most of the 
spherical cells just noticed remained entire, but the green ones had 
evidently matured their spores or seeds. 

Before the green water had decomposed, I evaporated a portion 
to dimness, with great care, so as to avoid scorching it. Sulphuric 
ether agitated with the residue became of a lively grass green tint, 
but without materially diminishing the color of the mass. The solu- 
tion after spontaneous evaporation of the ether, left a thick brownish 
green matter, Avhich was resoluble in ether and alcohol, but not in 
water. It was doubtless one of the coloring bodies of chlorophyl. 

A portion of the green water was then boiled for some time ; it 
lost its color and odor, and deposited brownish flakes on cooling. 
The water that distilled over contained the odorous principle in a 
concentrated form. 

From this examination, and. from the reseai'ches of Dr. Chilton, 
I think we are warranted in concluding that the recent offensive con- 
dition of the Croton water was owing to a rapid and abundant growth 
of mfcroseopic conferva-like plant, which abounds in a Vjolatilcf odor- 
ous principle, soluble to some extent in water. 

We were extremely fortunate in making our visit to the lake at 
just the time when a favorable wind drove the little plant (floating by 
adhering babbles of oxygen gas) to the outlet; thus bringing within 
the space of a cubic inch as many of the filaments as could be sepa- 
rated by filtration fi-om a hogshead of the water a short distance from 
the dam. 

I have not yet satisfied myself as to the origin of these little fila- 
ments ; whether they are an entire plant, or once constituted a part 
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of a more complex algae. They are more minute than in anj true 
conferva known to me, being over 2,500th to 2,000th of an inth in 
diameter, and from a 50th to the 20th of an inch long. I strongly 
"guspect that they are derived from a species of the genus Nbstoc of 
botanists. The genus usually consists of a globular or oblong vesicle, 
from the size of a buckshot to the bigness of a plum, and filled with 
mucus which is loaded with minute, bead-like filaments. When the 
little bladders burst, the contents escape, the mucus dissolves in the 
water, and the filaments are set free. Sometimes the waters of small 
lakes are filled with these small bladders of Nb^oc. Since examin- 
ing the water I have had no opportunity of revisiting the lake to 
verify my conjecture. 

The question naturally arises why this plant should hare made its 
appearance in such quantities, and not have been noticed before. We 
can only reply that the case is not a singular one. Even in the 
higher order of plants, it is a common circumstance for a particular 
species to abound at one time, and then almost disappear for years; 
and in the lower vegetable tribes, especially those which inhabit the 
water, is this strikingly the case. The present summer has been 
unusually favorable to vegetation of all kinds; but what are the cir- 
cumstances which have so remarkably multiplied this little algae, I 
have not yet determined. It is a plant of short duration, and should 
it reappear another season, the probability is that it will not annoy 
us long. Very likely more or less of it occurs every summer, but 
this is the first time that it has been offensively brought to our notice. 
Even when it was most abundant in the Croton, I do not believe that 
it communicated any unwholesome quality to the water. Its odor 
and taste were certainly unpleasant. While the unpleasant quality 
of the water continues, the ordinary filter will remove all the sus- 
pended matter, and a little fresh-burned vegetable charcoal, or ani- 
mal carbon, will take away the disagreeable smell and taste. A good 
method of ubing the charcoal is to heat some* small pieces red hot, 
and, after quenching, inclose them in a little bag of gauze, and sus- 
pend them ia the water. The charcoal should be renewed or re- 
burned every day or two. 

I am, gentlemen, very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) • JOHN TORREY. 

New YoBK, Aug. 25, 1859. 

To Myndert Van Schaick, Thomas B. Tappen, 

and A. W. Craven, Esqs., Croton Aqueduct Board: 
Gentlemen — In compliance with the request received from your 
Honorable Board, that I would make a chemical investigation and 
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analysis of tlie Croton water, for the special purpose of ascertaining 
the cause of its peculiar unpleasant condition, I beg leave to offer 
the following report as the result of my investigation: 

On the 12th of August, inst., I received from" Mr. A. W. Cravcfn, 
cidrf engineer of the works, three demijohns of the water, numbered 
and labeled as follows : 

No. 1. Water from the mouth of the aqueduct at the receiving 
reservoir. 

No. 2. From the east side of the gate house, southeast corner of 
receiving reservoir, south basin. 

No. 3. Water from Forty-second street reservoir. 

On emptying the water from each of the demijohns into separate 
lar^e glass jars, it presented the same general appearance in all. The 
color, when viewed thus in bulk, by reflected light, was of a faint, 
brownish hue, but by transmitted light, it had a shade of green. It 
was nearly transparent, but upon close inspection some minute parti- 
cles were observed suspended throughout the mass. The taste and 
odor of each»were the same as that of the water drawn from the 
iijdrants in the city, and in these particulars closely resembled the 
water of ponds and marshes, abounding in vegetable matter. After 
remaining at rest for a few hours, a deposit of light, flocculent matter 
was observed at the bottom of each of the jars containing the water. 
Portions of this matter were removed |ind examined with a micro- 
Bcope, and in each case numerous minute aquatic plants and sUiceous 
remains of brittleworts (desmidise), with a few living animalcules, 
were easily detected. A similar sediment was objbained from a new 
filter attached to the hydrant in my laboratory, by allowing the 
water to pass through it for a short* time. In this concentrated form 
it was decidedly of a green color. 

By the application of nitrate of siver, to each of the samples of 
water, they were found to change color quickly, under the influence 
of solar light, to a deep claret color. The change of color being 
greater than I had observed by similar treatment of Oi'oton water 
on former occasions, indicated that it contained aa unusual amount 
of vegetable matter. 

One gallon (231 cubic inches, 58,327 grains) of the water No. 1 
was carefully evaporated in a porcelain dish to dryness, and the 
dry residuum, which was of a brown color, was found to weigh 3.68 
grains. This was heated in a platinum capsule until the organic 
matter was bunit off*. During the combustion, it emitted the odor 
of burning vegetable matter, mixed with a small quantity of animal 
substance. It was again weighed, and found to have lost 0.92 of a 

[Asaem. No. 190.] 10 
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grain. The solid contents, therefore, of one gallon of water No. 1, 
consisted of 

Graina. 

Inorganic (mineral)- matters - - 2.76 

Organic (chiefly vegetable) matters 0-92 

Total 3.68 

One gallon of water No. 2, similarly treated, gave: 

Inorganic matters • - 2.769 

Organic matters 0.930 

\ Total 3-699 

One gallon of water No. 3, treated in the same way, gave: 

Inorganic matters 2-765 

Organic matters 0.940 

Total ! 3.705 

A qualitative analysis of the inorganic matter showed the presence 
of lime, magnesia, sulphuric acid, chlorine, soda and a trace of 
potassa. 

The 'organic matter was mainly composed of extremely minute 
aquatic plants, of which an account will be given by Dr. Torrey in 
his report, but I detected in it also crenio acid, in combination with 
alkaline bases. 

To determine the relative proportions of the several constituents 
of the water, I made a quantitative analysis of three gallons of the 
water No. 3. The results thus obtained when reduced by calcula- 
tion, gave the following as contained in one gallon: 

Chloride of Sodium ...J : 0.4040 

Chloride of Calcium 0.1036 

Chloride of Magnesium 0.1466 

Sulphate of Lime 0.3536 

Carbonate of Lime 0.8366 

Carbonate of Magnesia 0.3900 

Carbonate of Soda and a trace of Carbonate of Potassa 0^2700 

Silica, Alumina and a trace of Iron 0.1698 

Total 2.6742 

Organic Matters ■ 0-9158 

Total grains 3.5900 
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Wbile the preceding investigation was in progress, I was requested 
on the 16th instant to visit the Croton Lake, in company with the 
President and Mr. J. C. Winder, Assistant Engineer. We traversed 
the entire length of the lake, a distance of five miles, taking sam- 
ples of water from different parts of it. The first sample was 
procured from that part of the dam where the water first enters the 
aqueduct. The next about one-fourth of a mile distant. The next 
sample about one mile further on. The fourth from the vicinity 
of Pine's Bridge. Fifth from Kisco creek, where it mingles with 
the water of the lake. Lastly a sample from the head of the lake. 

A physical examination made at the time of taking the samples 
revealed nothing unusual or different from what I had observed in 
the water obtained from the reservoirs in the city. 

The odor and taste were similar, and the same kind of minute 
floating particles were observed in each when examined with the aid 
of a magnifyer. The extraneous particles were most abundant in 
the water from the dam. They were found to be less apparent as we 
approached the head of the lake, where the water was clear and 
transparent. 

On the following day I again visited the lake in company with 
Prof. Torrey, who, through some misunderstanding, did not acconv 
pauy us on the first excursion. 

Upon arriving at the lake we learned that Mr. Adamson, the keeper 
of the dam and gate, had observed since the preceding *day an un- 
usual quantity of a light green matter floating on the water near the 
dam. Upon the slightest agitation of the water this green substan,ce 
was diffused so as to appear lost, but with care he had procured a 
pailful of it, which he had reserved for our inspection. Some of the 
same material we procured ourselves from the surface of the lake, 
and we took home with us samples for chemical and microscopic 
examination. 

Before leaving the spot we had a strong conviction that to this 
substance might be attributed all the unusual qualities lately observed 
in the Croton water throughout the city. It had precisely the same 
taste and odor, but in a very concentrated degree. Of its vegetable 
nature we entertained no doubt. 

A chemical exanadnation of the green matter gave the following 
results: 

A portion of it mingled with water was gently heated and finally 
boiled. Upon^the first application of a moderate heat, the color 
quickly changed from a green to a light buff color. When near the 
boiling point, the whole was converted into a thin, mucus substance,, 
and by continuing the heat, the odorous matter all disappeared. 
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Some of the green matter, mixed with wifter, was submitted to 
distillation, when the odorous principle passed over in union witk 
watery vapor, and condensed in the receiver as a colorless, trnni- 
pai*ent liquid, possessing* the characteristic flavor of the original sub- 
stance. A portion of the same green material was agitated with 
pure sulphuric ether. After subsidence, the ether, which arose to 
the surface, was separated and allowed to evaporate. A minute 
quantity of an oily substance, slightly tinged with green, was thos 
obtained. The coloring matter was probably due to chl(»'ophyl, the 
green coloring matter of plants. 

When examined with a microscope of high power, the gr^en sub- 
stance was seen to consist of some minute aqaatic plant, a detaileci 
description of which is given by Dr. Torrey. There was also ob- 
served among it a few of the living animalcules, sudi as the micro- 
scope ueually reveals in unfiltered water from fresh water ponds. It 
may t>e worthy of remark, that so far as I have observed, the ap- 
parent number of these living* forms is much less in the Croton water 
no^ than I have noticed in former examinations. 

It is quite evident that the flavor of the Croton wat^ so mack 
complaaned of during the past week or two, is now rapidly disap- 
pearing, aaid the water has nearly regained its normal ocMidition. I 
believe the unusual little plant which we have found in it, and which 
gave it the peculiar flavor complained of, to be of a perfectly faai*m- 
less charadt^, and consequently, the wholesomeness of the water has 
not been impaired by it in the least degree. 

I have drank freely of it during the time when it was in the worst 
eoudition, and have partaken of the green matter which was pro- 
cured from the lake in its concentrated state, and also after it had 
been converted into a jelly by heat, without expeiiencing any ill 
effects whatever from it. 

Filtration of the water through porous filters, now so much in use, 
was found to separate eflectually all the minute floating particles 
from it, and thus rendered it more palatable. 

Upon comparii^ the present analysis with the results that I ob- 
tained in the year 1836, and again in 1842, as well as with the analysis 
by Prof. B. Silliman, jr., in 1845, 1 find that the Ooton water at the 
present day is purer, or in other words, contains a smaller proportion 
of inorganic and other constituents than has been found in it since 
the liberality and wise forethought of our rulers caused the intro- 
duction of this source of countless blessings to our g^at city. 
Respectfully your obedient servant, 

JAMES E. CHILTON. 
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From repeated and careful observations made by me, while the 
impurities existed in Bleecker reservoir, as well as from microscopic 
examinations by Prof. Philip Ten Eyck, it is apparent that the fore- 
going description of the Croton water is applicable to om*city water, 
while affected with the musty odor and taste. 

Heasra Chilton and Torrey, however, saw the impurities in the lake 
only as they were passing away; and, as many opportunities have 
been afforded me, for noting some of the more obvious changes that 
take place in the appearance of the water, from the time when its 
impurities are first detected until it i^ain returns to its normal con* 
dition, I have thought it not irrelevant, but that it might proi|e use* 
fill for ftitare reference, to state briefly what these changes are. 

For a short time prior to any impurities, noticeable either to the 
taste or smell, the water in the reservoir, when viewed from the 
bank, presents a dark, inky hue, even with a cloudless' sky and a clear 
atmosphere. Viewed in a tumbler or other small vessel, nothing 
unusual in its appearance con be discovered. , 

In a few days the dark color disappears and the water gradually 
loses its transparency, when examined from the bank ; not suffi- 
ciently so, however, as to be detected by couMimers, So general 
and evenly distributed throughout the water (at least at or near the 
surface) is the foi*eign substance that has discolored it, that it would 
entirely escape the notice of a casual observer. Indeed, it is doubt- 
ful, whether the changes thus far would attract any attention from 
visitors, especially as no- discoloration has yet been complained of 
by consumers. 

The semi^oily appearance soon grows more apparent, when the 
musty odor and taste make their appearance in the city; at first 
scarcely perceptible and confined to particular localities; soon, how- 
ever, more palpable luid general throughout the service. 

The water now assumes a distinct, smoky appearance, so dense, 
that it is impossible for the vision to penetrate more than a few 
itiches below the surface; this sometimes partially disappears, return- 
ing after a few hours or days; the water in the meantime assuming 
its dark hue. These changes may be repeated several times, occupy- 
ing a period of days or weeks. 

Frequently only portions of the reservoir, varying ft-om a quarter 
of an acre to three acres, assume the smoky color, the remainder 
presenting the dark appearance. 

The separation between these two colors is, at times, remarkably 
distinct and well defined, frequently extending in an unbroken line 
across the whole reservoir. Thifi line is rapidly shifted under the 
influence of light atmospherical currents; sometimes moving a dis- 
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tance of fifty feet in arfew minutes, but Btill sharply defined; show- 
ing that the coloring matter lies only at or near the surface. An 
examination corroborates this, for at the depth of one or two inches, 
the smoky hue cannot be detected. A heavy wind not only dissi- 
pates the coloring matter, but sometimes postpones its reappearance 
for several days; its collection upon the surface is promoted by a 
hot atmosphere and cloudless sky. 

To the unaided eye the water now appears filled with fine particles 
of inorganic matter, magnified; these are precisely similar to the fila- 
ments described in the repoi*ts of Messrs. Torrey and Chilton, and 
which affected the Croton water in 1859. 

In a few days another marked change takes place, distinct from 
any that has preceded ; the surface becoming covered in places with 
a thin scum of a yellowish green color. This forms with great 
rapidity, and, after remaining for a short time — depending upon the 
condition of the atmosphere — disappears. During the past season 
this has been frequently repeated, the water in the meantime remain- 
ing offensive. 

On some occasions it has formed and covered large portions of the 
water within the space of a few minutes, remained for a short time, 
and then been dissipated without any apparent cause. 

The collection of this scum upon the surface often takes place 
during the night or very early in the morning, though generally 
about noon, dependent, undoubtedly, upon the condition of the at- 
mosphere at the time, as well as upon the state of the water. Always 
broken up by a wind, it frequently disappears under a still air. This 
process, the result of natural agencies, as yet but little understood, 
may be repeated on several successive days, or at intervals of several 
days. Its formation is a sure indication that the water. will soon 
return to its normal state (unless the process is checked), as the 
foreign matter causing the unpleasant taste and odor is becoming 
specifically lighter than the water and rising to the surface. 

When in this state, the quality of the water may be improved by 
taking the supply from near the bottom. 

At the final change (and the Croton water was in this state when 
Messrs. Chilton and Torrey made their examination,) all the impuri- 
ties collect with great rapidity upon the surfjice, forming in' a few 
hours a glutinous mass of varied hue, the yellow, green and brown, 
however, predominating; the whole mottled with white spots. When 
driven by the wind to the side of the reservoir, it attains a thickness 
of from one to two, or even three inches, while the water underlying 
the mass is also quite thick, and of a dingy green color. This arises, 
undoubtedly, from portions of the foreign matter before reaching the 
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turface, being driven under the mass already formed, and thus 
removed from the direct action of the atmosphere. 

Immediately upon the last change being perfected, the water, ex- 
cept at its surface, has become pure. The material should now be 
removed from the reservoir as expeditiously as possible. This is a 
precautionary measure that ought never to be omitted; for, although 
it decomposes' with wonderful rapidity, its whole appearance chang- 
ing in a few hours, giving off to the atmosphere its offensive quali- 
ties, and leaving only eai*thy matter, it is readily broken up into 
fragments by the wind. When this occurs, the large pieces gravitate 
below the surface, are carried into the mains and distributed through- 
out the city. In such instances the impurities in a concentrated form 
reach the consumers. Not only are the taste and odor rendered 
more offensive, but the coloring mAter makes the water unfit for 
washing. 

This last process by which the impurities are brought to the sur- 
face never takes place, except during a perfectly calm atmosphere. 
If a wind interrupts the operation, it will be continued and com- 
pleted at some subsequent period."* 

Although these masses are exceedingly offensive to the eye, and' 
their odor and taste concentrated, the water is transparent at the 
depth of a few inches, and all impurities disappear near the bottom 
of the reservoir. 

While the impurities continued, frequent microscopic examinations 
were made by Prof. Ten Eyck, who found them to consist of minute 
vegetable organisms, similar to those described by Messrs. Chilton 
and Torrey in their interesting reports. 

When examined with a hand microscope, the water appeared filled 
with minute filaments, resembling fine threads of glass, or lines of 
light Their axes assumed all directions — horizontal, vertical and 
oblique. They were motionless, having the same specific gravity 
as the water. Under a microscope of high power, their forms and 
structures were beautifully developed. 

The accompanying drawings, for which I am indebted to the kind- 
ness of Prof. Ten Eyck, who has devoted no little time in microsco- 
pic examinations of the water, will convey a much more correct idea 
of the form, size and general structure of this plant than can possibly 
be given in a -written description. By comparing these with the 
description of the plants which appeared in the CrotonLake in 1859, 
it will be seen that they are identical. 

* When this flniil ehanipB took plsoe in 1864, it wm tompleted in a r^ry fhort period and' 
without interruption; whereas, in 1866, after the foreign matter commenced forming in 
maasea upon the lurfaee, the operation was cheekedy and sereral weeks transpired before U 
WM resamed and eompleted.. 
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In August last, while the water wifs peculiarly offcnsire, a porfcion 
of it was sent to Dr. Julius G. Pohle, of New York, for his examina- 
tion. The following is a copy of his report: 

ItABOEATORT OF JuLIUS 6. POHLB, M. D., 
(Formerlj of and svooesior to Dr. Jas B. Cbiltoit, A«.^) 

Analytic and Consulting Chemist^ 
489 Broadway, N. W. corner of Broome street, 
New York, August 12, 1865. 
I have analysed a water sent me by Messrs. Hageman & Co.^ and 
found it to contain saline constituents, &c., in the proportion of 5.8 
grains to the gallon. These consist mainly of the following, and 
exist apparently in propoilion, in the order stated: 

Chloride Sodimn, 
Carbonate Soda, 
Chloride Calcium, 
Chloride Magnesium, 
Vegetable Organic Matter, 
Sulphate Lime, 
Silicic Acid, 
Carb. Lime and Carb. Iron. 

'IFbe saline constituents of the above are too small in amount t9 
rproa^e deleterious to health. They are no greater than those held in 
sohitioo by the Croton water. The objectionable salts of lime in 
thie case are very small in amount. I consider the water perfectly 
whol esQfide 

JULIUS Q. POHLE, M. D., 
Late of Ja8. B. Cbxltoh k Co., 

Analytical Chemist. 

What the origin of this particular form of Algae may be, or whether 
its development can be checked by counteracting influences, are ques- 
tions that cannot, as yet, be satisfactorily answered. We know, how- 
ever, its form, size and law of growth; and, what is far more import^ 
ant, that it is not deleterious to health. 

While it is certain that the germs cannot be brought into the lake, 
with such portions of the water as filtrate through the sand, it by no 
means follows that they are developed ajong the narrow margins of 
the streams. In the absence of definite knowledge upon this subject 
it surely is not unphilosopbical to suppose that the lake may receive 
the germs directly from the atmosphere. 

For the last three years Rensselaer lake, as well as other reser- 
voirs in the vicinity of Albany, not connected with our works, has 
presented conditions favorable to the rapid multiplication of this 
aquatic plant; or its development has been due to atmospheric ageii- 
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cies, peculiarly operative during this period, and which investigations 
have not yet discovered. 

Although their continuance or disappearance in the future may be 
problematical, it is not illogical to suppose that the laws which regu- 
late the growth of many of the plants in the lower orders of the 
vegetable kingdom are also applicable to thia particular form; that 
itB abode in our waters will be temporary, not permanent; and that 
it will soon seek other localities for its development. 



ARTICLE XV. 

Spidemic Cholent; Ha causes, prevention, ayiBntoms and tra^ent. By H. M. Pauts, 

M. D., of Allmy. 

L Athospbuv oausis.— L Sudden variations of tenperatnre. 2. Deleterious 

gases. 3. Disinfectants. 4. Ventilation — Unventilated sewers, 
n. Causes affecting the nervous and digestive ststems. — 1. Personal clean- 
liness. 2. Depressing pa&^ions. 3. Excessive mental and physical labor. 
4. Isaperlect dieBstion. 5. Excessive use of jdooholic stimulants. 6. Drink- 
ing water. 7. w aming. 8. Prophylactics, 
in. Tebaticent. — 1. Premonitory symptom's. 2. Symptoms of epidemic or sporadic 
cholera. 3. External adjuvants. 4. laiemal treatment. 5. Precantionaiy 
measures. 
TV. Diet. 
Y. REI.ATIVS supsBtoarrT of HOirogoPATHic treatment. 

Numerous germs of animal and vegetable life exist in the air, 
earth, and water, which remain latent for an indefinite period, but 
which, when subjected to influences favorable to their development 
and growth, immediately germinate and multiply with great rapidity. 
Seceiit microscopic investigations indicate that these germs are the 
primal causes of various diseases, among which intermittent fever . 
and cholera may especially be mentioned. As we have learned by 
sad experience, what the conditions are which favor the •develop- 
ment of cholera, we are able, in a measure, by proper sanitary regu- 
lations, to prevent the appearance and check the progress of this 
terrible scourge. 

Observation and experience have demonstrated that influences 
which enervate the system, diminishing its vitalfty, depressij\g influ- 
ences so called, favor the development of cholera. These influences 
may be properly classified and enumerated as follows: 

Atmospheric Causes. — 1. Sudden variations of temperature. 2. 
Deleterious gases, arising from the decomposition of animal and 
vegetable matter. 

Causes effecting the Nervous and Digestive Systems, — 1. Depress- 
ing passions. 2. Excessive mental or physical labor. 3. Imperfect 
digestion. 4. Excessive use of alcoholic stimulants. 
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I. Atmosphebic Causes. 

1. Sudden variations of temperature- — ^It is well known that a 
greater number of cases occur in the night, especially toward morn- 
ing. This is doubtless traceable to a decrease of temperature which 
always occurs in the early morning hours. It is well, therefore, to 
observe the following suggestions: 

Ayoid sleeping under or near an* open window. Close out-door 
windows in sleeping apartments at night. Secure ventilation by 
allowing an unobstructed circulation of air into halls or adjoining 
unoccupied apartments. 

Do not sit on damp ground or grass, on stone steps or seats. 

Maintain the natural temperature of the body by sufficient cloth- 
ing. A sudden check of perspiration strongly predisposes to an 
attack of the disease, hence the impoi'tance of wearing flannel next 
to the skin. If woolen flannel produces too great irritation, wear it 
over silk or cotton, or during the heat of summer wear cotton flannel. 
A broad flannel bandage should be worn around the abdomen. This 
is especially important in- case of threatened invasion of the disease. 

When heated, never remain in a cool place or in a current of air. 

Keep the feet dry and warm. 

In cool, damp weather, keep a fire in the room you usually occupy. 

2. Deleterious gases. — ^These are produced tjhiefly by the decom- 
position of animal and vegetable matter. Unless concentrated they 
do not produce prompt or severe effects. In order to guard against 
them,. 

Avoid crowded assemblies and sleeping apartmisnts. The disease 
prevails chiefly in crowded 'dwellings, ships, prisons and camps. It 
seldom appears in dwellings occupied by a single family. 

Avoid the neighborhood of every kind of unpleasant odor, un- 
cleanliness and filth. 

Cleanliness repels, while neglect and impurity invite the disease. 

3. Disinfectants. — The following disinfectants are easily available 
for the suppression of noxious gases, so fatal to health and life: 

Two pounds of Sulphate of iron (copperas) dissolved in a pailful 
of water, poured into a vault, will prevent the formation of sulphur- 
eted hydrogen gas for some time, and generally will be sufficient to 
remove all offensive odors. 

A layer of equal parts of pulverized charcoal and ground plaster, 
with the addition of one-eighth part of copperas, will prevent the 
escape of all noxious odor from any decomposing substance. 

One pound of nitrate of lead dissolved in a pailful of water, is well 
adapted to purify sinks, sink-drains and vaults. If these fail, chlo* 
ride of lime or chloride of zinc are always effectual, and may be 



Digitized by 



Googk 



CUOLIBA. 155 

freely used in vaults and upon other collections of refuse: the former 
should be used sparingly iu occupied sleeping apartments. 

These substances are not expensive, and will effectually destroy 
all offensive smells. The quantity to be used, and the permanency 
of effect will depend upon local conditions in each case. 

Dr. A. Burt, of this city, recommends the following as the best 
and cheapest disinfectants in use: 

** The first preparation is called the mlpkuric acid mixture. Take 
sulphuric acid, forty-five parts; water, twenty-one parts, being by 
measure for both; mix thoroughly, and when cold put in strong 
glass bottles (if to be kept for future use), with accurately ground 
stoppers. Half a fluid ounce of this mixture is to be used for each 
package of the common salt mixture. The common salt mixture is 
made of fine well dried common salt, 1,800 parts; binoxide of man- 
ganese, 1,875 parts; to be well mixed and put up in packages, each 
containing 195 grains of the mixture. One of these packages placed 
in a plate or saucer, and thoroughly mixed with a half fluid ounce of 
the sulphuric acid mixture, is to be placed* in the room to be disin* 
felted; may remain from twelve to twenty-four hours, and be re* 
peated every week or oftener, according to the necessities of the 
room. All rooms thus disinfected should be well ventilated before 
being used. Each package will yield about 57 cubic inches of chlo- 
rine. This quantity, when thus liberated gradually, in a space con- 
taining 15,000 or 30,000 times its volume of air, is borne without 
inconvenience by persons generally, and is not injurious even in pul- 
monary diseases. Very much, however, depends upon the ventila- 
tion of the apartments where it is to be used, and no absolute rules 
of application can be laid down, except that it should never be used 
in such quantities as to produce discomfort or bronchial irritation to 
occupants of the apartments. 

"Sulphuric acid and binoxide of manganese can be obtained at 
every drug store at very small expense, and as the other ingredients 
are always at hand, a small amount of money will furnish every 
family with one of the best disinfectants in use." 

4. Ventilation. — ^The following extract is taken from a. work on 
cholera recently published by Dr. C. Dunham, of New York. It is 
80 relevant and impoilimt, I quote entire : 

" Unventilated Sewers. — ^The sewers receive the refuse from our 
houses. If the sewers were properly constructed, this refuse would 
never stagnate in them. But even so, decomposition of organic 
matter must continually go on in them, evolving noxious gases. To 
prevent these gases from flowing back into the houses through the 
waste and soil pipes, stench-traps are placed in these pipes. They 
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consist of an elbow formed in the pipe, and in which water remainSf 
constituting a barrier to the backward flow of the gases. But this 
is an effective barrier only so long as the gases are subjected to no 
upward pressure. If the gases be subjected to such pressure, they 
bubble up through the water in the trap, and pass into the house 
through the outlets of bath-tubs, wash-basins and closets. 

** Now, it is notorious that in many instances no provision is made 
for the outlet of gases from the sewers. The gases accumulate, and, 
by this accumulation and by the heat evolved in their generation, 
they become subjected to pressure. They bubble up thi'ongh the 
stench-trap, and pervade the house. Thus, our houses ventilate our 
sewers I Our refuse is discharged into the sewers, only that it may 
there be conveited into poisonous gases, and be received again ia 
that form into our houses. The more completely, under these cir- 
cumstances, a house is provided with the ** modem conveniences,'' 
the more deadly a habitation it is ! Thei'c are houses in Fifth ave- 
nue and in Twenty-third street which have illustrated these facts by 
the sad experience of their inmates. 

*' In many houses there ai-e, besides the main stench-trap already 
described, secondaiy traps under each basin, closet or sink. In these 
cases the portion of pipe intervening between the main and the 
secondary traps, becomes a * closed chamber,' in which the poisonous 
gases forced up from the sewer are confined. Any increase of tem- 
perature, even the varying heat of the house, will expand these 
gases, and cause them to bubble up through the secondary traps, 
and into the house as before. 

** These most serious dangers may all be obviated by ventilaiinf 
the sewers or the M'astiB-pipes. The latter can be done for himself 
by every householder. It is only necessary to connect with his waste 
or soil-pipe, just below the uppermost trap, a small pipe, which 
shall be led up through the roof, and shall open into the atmosphere, 
allowing the gases to escape. This will prevent any pressure of 
gases below the traps. Personal observation and experience have 
convinced us of the great value of this ventilation of wa»te-pipes. On 
a large scale, ventilation of sewers in English towns has reduced the 
mortality from typhus to one-half its former amount. 

*»It should be noted that, as many of the predisposing causes of 
cholera are the same as those of typhus and of diphtheria, so preven- 
tives of the former are also preventives of the latter hardly less 
deadly maladies." 

Thoroughly ventilate all parts of dwellings, especially sleeping 
apartments. 

Keep collars scrupulously clean, well ventilated and whitewashed, 
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and speedily remote from tbem all decaying animal and vegetable 
matter. 

11. Causes affectino the Nervous and Digestive Systems. 

1. Personal cleanliness. — Cleanliness of the body is of the highest 
importance. Bathing the surface oi the body once or twice a week 
is sufficient to promote health. Cold bathing is admissible only in 
the morning; warm bathing or dry friction at^any time. Excessive 
bathing involves loss of bodily vigor, and thus predisposes to cholera. 

2. Depressing passions. — Mental agitation and undue indulgence 
of the passions should be avoided. Let not fear of the disease* be 
encouraged by dwelling upon its alarming features, or allowing it to 
become a frequent subject of conversation. Do not worry about 
your health more than usual, or imagine that every slight digression 
from your ordinary habits indicates an attack of the disease. 

3. Excessive mental and physical labor. — ^Depression and debility 
resulting from exhaustive labor, mental or physical, frequently in- 
duces the disease. 

Be sure to avail yourself of all needed rest. Observe regularity 
in hours of sleep. 

4. Imperfect digestion. — Continue your ordinary diet, observing 
moderation in the use of vegetables and fruits. Avoid eating any 
kind of food, especially fruit, late in the evening or at night. 

Begularity in the hours of eating is important. 

Articles known to be difficult of digestion, and to derange the action 
of the stomach and bowels, are to be scrupulously avoided. Pork, 
in any form, should not be eaten. Beef and mutton are far preferable. 

Avoid raw or wilted vegetables, cabbage raw or cooked, new po- 
tatoes, spinach, rhubarb, pickles, salads, unripe, stale and acid fruits. 

Abstain from all kinds of ale, lager beer, cider, adulterated sodas, 
lemonade and acid drinks. 

Partake freely of wholesome food. Do not fast. Undue absti- 
Dence, especially from animal food, strongly predisposes the system 
to the disease. 

5. Excessive use of Alcoholic Stimulants. — ^Do not establish the 
habit of taking alcoholic drinks as a safeguard. If accustomed to the 
use of wine, spirits or tobacco, give them up gradually. Four or 
or six weeks is a sufficient time in which to break off the use of alco- 
holic stimulants or tobacco. 

6. Drinking water, when impregnated with lime and other mineral 
substances, especially when contaminated with decomposing organic 
matter, is a frequent source of the disease. The connection between 
water rendered impure by docomposing animal or vegetable matter, 
and cholera, is established by the most irrefragible evidence, which 
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can be adduced to an indefinite extent. Danger from both these 
sources may be avoided by using filtered rainwater. 

7. Warning. — Avoid all drugs, nostrums, and especially ** cholera 
specifics." Opium, laudanum and paregoric should be administered 
only by the advice of a physician. 

If the bowels are constipated, do not take purgative medicines. 
Homoeopathic remedies, aided by a carefully regulated diet, will 
usually afford prompt relief. 

For the slightest disorder of the bowels, send at once for your 
family physician. Do not trust the ordinary domestic remedies, ex- 
ce{)t when you cannot obtain the services of a physician, or until his 
arrival. 

8. Prophylactics. — Cuprum and veratrum^ are found by repeated 
trials to be safe and reliable prophylactics. They may be taken in 
alternation, a dose morning j^nd evening. Each remedy may be con- 
tinued two or three days. A teaspoonful oi flowers of suljpfiw worn 
in the stockings is also recommended. 

III. Treatment. 

1. Premonitory Symptotns, — Cholera is a preventable disease. In 
its early stages it is always curable. In the last stage it is frequently 
curable, provided the previous habits of the patient have been con- 
ducive to heallh. The treatment of cholera is quite as successful as 
that of any other zymotic disease. 

When cholera is epidemic, many cases occur in which the follow- 
ing symptoms are the most promijient: 

Headache and confusion of the head, coated tongue, unpleasant 
taste, faintness in the stomach, slight nausea, loss of appetite, pros- 
tration of strength, slight tendency to diarrhoea, and sensation of 
relaxation and fatigue. These premonitory symptoms usually con- 
tinue two or three days. They require immediate attention, lest the 
disease proceed to a full development. The patient should at once 
seek advice of a homoeopathic physician. Remedies administered in 
compliance with his instructions will promptly arrest the disease in . 
its inception. In the absence of such advice nvx vomica and mei^ca- 
rius^ may be given in alternation, at intervals of from two to four 
hours, as the symptoms require. The patient is seldom required to 
give up his usual occupation. He should, moreover, observe the 
foregoing suggestions in regard to diet and clothing, especially the 
use of the flannel wrapper around the abdomen. 

2. Symptoms of Epidemic or Sporadic Cholera. — If the disease 

* ThoM remedies can be obtained of any homoeopathic phyiioian. 
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proceeds to complete development, its presence is unmistakably de- 
termined by the following symptoms: 

Copious, frequent and often painless watery eyacuations from the 
bowels, at first usually bilious and quite offensive, but soon becoming 
odorless, and assuming the character of the peculiar rice- water dis- 
charges. 

Excessive thirst, accompanied by copious and forcible vomiting, 
greatly aggravated by even a small quantity of any fluid taken into 
the stomach. 

Sensation of faintness, weight, sinking or burning in the stomach, 
and in the bowels. Flatulent rumbling in the stomach and abdomen. 
Sensation of suffocative pain and oppression in the chest, with 
rapid and labored respiration. 
Thick, pasty coating on the tongue. Coldness of the tongue. 
Face and lips blue and cold. Sunken appearance of the eyes. 
Coldness, dampness, blueness, and wrinkled appearance of the skin. 
Cramps and spasms in the chest, abdomen and extremities, with 
coldness of the whole surface of the body. 
Excessive prostration of strength. 
Diminished secretion of urine. 
Hoarseness of the voice, and extreme restlessness. 
Although there is great diversity of opinion respecting the 
pathology of cholera, one of the essential^ features of the disease, 
iu a large majority of cases, is supposed to be an accumulation of 
bloo<} in the internal organs, chiefly congestion of th^ abdominal 
veins, and to so great an extent that the serum, or watery part of the 
blood, flows off in the form of the peculiar rice-water discharges. 
Accordingly, the medical treatment, as well as all the external adju- 
vants, should tend to the production of an equal and natural circu- 
Ution in all parts of the system. Therefore, 

3. Eocterfidl adjuvants. — The patient should be placed in bed 
immediately, and be covered with thick cotton comfortables. 
Woolen blankets may be placed over the cotton if necessary. 
Bottles of hot water should be applied to the feet, and sides of the 
body, in order to secure an equal and uniform circulation through- 
out the system, which will be indicated by warmth of the extremities 
and a gentle warm perspiration. Absolute rest in the recumbent 
position should be maintained, and the warm applications should be 
continued until the tendency to diarrhoea is entirely relieved. 

Vigorous friction applied to the limbs, without removing the cov- 
erings, is highly beneficial. Warm, dry flannel, or flannel moistened 
with warm spirits and water, or the dry hand, may be employed. 
The external application of pcamphor and patent lotions of every 
description are to be avoided. 
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4. Internal treatment. — Send at once for a phjaiciau. Until )m 
aiTival observe the following diz*ectious: 

The ftppropriato remedy to be given first is spirits of camphor. 
Drop ten drops upon a piece of sugar; dissolve the sugar in ten tea- 
spoonfuls of water, and give one tea-spoonful of the solution at 
intervals of from five to fifteen minutes, as the symptoms require. 

As soon as the faijatness and excessive prostration is somewhat 
relieved, or when the solution is all taken, give the patient veratrvm, 
cuprum and arsenicum^ at intervals of ten to thirty minutes, the 
iatprvals between tW doses, depending upon the urgency of the 
symptoms. As a general rule, when an improvement takes place, 
the intervals between the doses should be lengthened. 

The patient usually sufi*ers quite as intensely from excessive thirst 
as from any other symptoms. It is not in the least allayed by 
copious draughts of eold water or any other fluid, bat is rather 
aggravated thereby. The most efiectual relief may be obtained from 
small pieces of ice placed in the mouth and allowed to melt slowly. 

6. Precautionary measures. — When action of the bowels takes 
place, the patient should not rise from bed, as the exercise and 
change of position would increase the diarrhoea, and lest the removal 
of the covering should produce a chill. The evacuations should be 
immediately renK>ved from the room and the house, and the utensils 
should be cleansed by scalding and by the use of some one of the 
disinfecting fluids before mentioned. It is doubtless true that the 
dejections become a very frequent source of communicating the dis- 
ease. On this account several authors racommend the immediate 
burial in the earth, to the depth of one or two feet, of all substanoes 
vomited or purged. When convenient, this plan may be adopted. 
It is probable, however, that the free use of one or more of the dis- 
infecting fluids, previously recommended on page 154, will effectually 
neutralize their contagious properties. 

IV. Diet. 
As soon as the nausea and vomiting are sufficiently controlled to 
enable the patient to bear nourishment, he may be permitted to 
partake, at first very sparingly, of beef; mutton or chicken tea, 
seasoned only with salt, and with light bread or cracker broken up 
in the broth. When the stomach is unable to bear liquid nourish- 
ment, dry, light bread or cracker may be eaten frequently, in small 
quantities. Toast tvater may be given for a drink. Boiled rice or 
corn-starch may be allowed as soon as the appetite calls for a more 
generous diet, to be followed in a few days by ordinary articles of 
food. Oysters, eggs and acid food are inadmissible, 

* See note, page 1$8. 
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V. SuPERiORrrr of Homosopathic Treatment. 

The success of homcBopathic treatment of cholera is now well 
known and acknowledged throughout the civilized world. Statisti- 
cal evidence of the most undoubted correctness has fully established 
the claims of this system to superiority over all other methods of 
practice. The following testimony is gathered not alone froip 
iomoeopalhic sources; most of it is contributed by distinguished 
men who are not patrons of homceopathy. AUopathists ought 
clearly to give credence to statements made by members of their 
own school. 

"In* 1854, in Great Britain, govemmept established a medical 
council to gather returns of the mortality of cholera under every 
method, and to report to Parliament. 

" When the report was submitted to the House of Conmions, it 
was noticed that the returns of the homoeopathic practitioners and 
of the London Homoeopathic Hospital were not included in it. The 
House of Commons thereupon called for these rejected returns, and 
they were presented in a separate report, entitled * Return to- an 
address of Hon. House of Commons, dated May 17, 1855: for — 
^copies of any letters; * * * together with copies of any returns 
that have been rejected by the medical council.' 

^^This return gives the statistics of the London Homoeopathic 
Hospital, attested by Dr. McLoughlin, an eminent allopathic phy- 
sician, who was government inspector of cholera hospitals, by 
appointment of the same medical council which rejected the returns; 

" The mortality of cholera in the homoeopathic hospital was 16.4 
per cent. 

*' Under allopathic treatment, during the same epidemic, the 
medical counciPs return to Parliament gives the mortality as 59.2 
per cent." 

lu a public letter contained in the report of the Homoeopathic 
Hospital, and addressed to one of the physicians of this hospital, 
Dr. McLoughlin (government inspector) says (see return to House 
of Commons): 

" You are aware that I went to your hospital prepossessed against 
the homoeopathic system; that you had in me, in your camp, an 
enemy, rather than a fx:iend. * * * That there may be no mis- 
apprehension about the cases I saw in your hospital, I will add that 
all I saw were triie cases of cholera, in the various stages of the 
disease; and that I saw several cases which did well under your 
treatment which I have no hesitation in saying would have sunk 
under any other. 

[Assem. No. 190.] 11 
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"In conclusion, I must repeat to you what I have already told 
you, and what I have told every one with whom I have conversed, 
that, although an allopath by principle, education and practice, yet, 
was it the will of Providence to afflict me with cholera, and to 
deprive me of the power of prescribing for myself, I would rather 
be in the hands of a homoeopathic than an allopathic prescriber. 

"I cannot suppose that anything I have said above can be of value 
to the homoeopathic system; but such as it is, you are at full liberty 
to make what use you please of this letter.'^ 



Treatment of Choleba. 



CoifPABATlTS StATBMSVTS OF MbDIOIX 

Trbatmcvt. 

1. Six Homaeopfttbio HoBpltalB : 
Bisters of Charity Hospital, Vienoa, 1834-50 

Leopoldstadt Hospital, Vienna, 1850 

HomoMpatfaio Hospital, Berllh 

Bordeaux Hospital, by Dr. Mabit, 1832.... 

Convent of Refage, Marseilles, 1849 

Homoeopathic Hospital, London, 1854 

Per Contra. 
Nine Allopathio Hospitals : 
Brummond Street Hospital, Edinburgh .... 

Kmnokenberg's Wards, Halle 

Hospital in Hamburg, 1831 

Cholera Hospital, Berlin .'. 

Dr. Liehenstadt, of St. Petenbnrgh 

Hospital in Bordeaux, 1832 

Raab HospiUl, 1832 

New Tork Hospital, 1840 

St. George's Hospital, London, 1864 

(Report to Canadian Parliament. ) 



2. New Tork City, hospital praotioe in 1832.. 

** private praetioe in 1832. . . 

** hospital praotioe in 1849.. 

^* private praotioe in 1849. . . 

Per Contra. 
Dr. Qnin, of London, reports the resnlts of 
treatment by ten homoeopathio physioians, 
residing in Vienna, Moravia, Bohemia and 

Hungary, 1831-32 

(R^ort on I^fe Insurance by Dr. Morgan.) 

3. In Russia, Austria, Berlin and Paris, there 

were treated in 183 1-32 

Hon. A. Eustaphieve, Russian Consul Gene- 
ral, reported oases in the Russian Empire, 
1830-31 

Tisohnowits, 1883 

Dr. Veith, Vienna, 1832-33 

Dr. Rath, an allopathio pbysioian, by order 
of the King of Bavaria, reported, officially 
and with reluctance, the following : 

Homoeopathic treatment, 1831-32 

Report of the Liverpool Homoeopathic Dis- 
pensary, 1849 

Cincinnati, reported by Drs. Pnlte and 
Ehrmann, 1849 



Number Ratio Ratio Percent. Ratio 
of eases Horn. Alio, mortality equa- 
treated. mort. mort. saved, lisat'a 



1,202 
156 

32 
131 
260 

87 



461 
104 
283 
97 
6.S6 
104 
284 
1,790 
140 



3,017 



27.0 



27.0 64.0 60.0 



2.0 



60.0 
33.0 
63.7 
84.7 



1,093 9.0 42.86 79.0 4.7$ 



8.7 



1,270 8.6 

327 9.14 

126 0.02 



1,269 7.0 

162 26.6 

1,116 8.13 
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OOMP&BAVITS StATBVBHTS OF MbdiOAL of filflM 

Ktw York City, homoBOpathie treaim^niy 
prirate praotioe, andtr manj diaadran- 
UgM 

Baport of a oommittoe appointed by ihe 
Hahnemann Aeademy of Medieine to ool- 
leet etatiatiea relative to homceopathio 
treatment in New York, 1849, ■bowing an 

aggregate mortality of not more tban 

(Rtpart on Life Insurance by Dr. Morgan.) 

Per Contra. 

Aaia> tbe nraal mortality 

Moeobw, Rossia, 1831 8,1S0 

8t. Peterebnrgh, Rnaiia, 1831 13, 1 63 

RaTel, Rnseia, 1831 2,000 

Berlin, 1831 2,230 

I Sonderland, England, 1831 636 

London, England, 1832 2,664 

Pane, France, 1832 14,000 

Edinburgh, 1^ 160 

Attraehan, 1831-32 8,633 

8aratoT, " 8,016 

Penta, " 649 

Samara, «< 671 

Kaean, <« 964 

Wareaw, ** 3,912 

Aatraehan, 1847-48 2,466 

Sarator, " 6,071 

Pensa, ** 189 

Samara, " 987 

Kaian, *' 2,481 

Moioow, " 1,724 

St.Petersb'h, *' 6,063 

Wanaw, « 3,876 

Berlin, «« 377 

London, " 412 

Saaramento, California, 1860, mortality of 

nearly one-fifth of the entire population 

{Ih. Shipmany Work on Cholera.) 

4. St. Marguerite (Hotel DIeu annexe), Paria. 
Treatment in both allopathie and homoao* 
pathie warda, reported by allopathie ofl&- 
eiala: 
Allopathic warda, 1848-60 

Homceopathie warda, 1848-60.... • 

6. Vienna, 1831-32: 
Allopathic 4,600 

Homceopathic 681 

(Dr. Dunham on Cholera, 1866.) 

6. Report of the Board of Health, Edinburgh, 

1848-49: 
Hom«opathio 236 

Allopathic... 681 

(R^ort to Canadian Parliament.) 

7. Admiral Mordoinow, President of the Impe- 

rial Council, Russia, statea that in 1830-31 
the mortality under allopathic treatment 
was 40 per cent, and under homoeopathic 

10 per cent • 

(J>r. Dunham on Cholera.) 

8. Smyrna, aggregate mortality, 1866 : 
HomoBopathio treatment. ....••.. .•*... 

Allopathie treatment 

{Cireular on Cholera, by Dr. WoUon, Utiea.) 
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Ratio Ratio Percent. Ratio 
Hom. Alio. mort. equa- 
mort. mort. aared. liiat'n 



1,6.0 



6.0 



..... 60.0 

60.0 

70.0 

60.0 

..... 60.0 «•.. •••• 

. • • . . 87 .6 •... .... 

66.0 .... •••• 

60.0 

60.0 

70.0 

70.0 

..... 68.0 '..k. •.•• 

60.0 

60.0 

38.0 

•.... 60.0 ••.. .••■ 

60.0 

60.0 

70.0 

60.0 ...• .... 

..... au .v •••• •••• 

60.0 

..... 40.0 

60.0 

60.0 

9.33 64.2 82.8 6.81 



..•• .«•• 



67.0 

34.6 67I0 39.6 1.66 

. • • • . 91 .0 .... .... 

8.0 31.0 74.2 8.86 

^s.Z •«.. ..«• .... 

24.2 84.2 71.3 3.48 



10.0 40.0 76.0 4.0 

o.U .... ..'•• .••• 

8.0 60.0 84.0 6.26 
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COKPABATITB StATBMXHTS OT. MxDICAL 

Tbxathxht. 

9. Dr. Shipman, in hU work on oholera, pub- 
lished in Judo, 1866, gives the following as 
the resnlt of his obsenration : 
Allopathic treatment 

Homoeopathic treatment • . 



10 



Dr. Wilde, an eminent allopathic surgeon, 
' editor of the Dublin Quarterly Journal of 
Medicine, in his book on Austria, states 
that « WhiU two-thirds qf those treated in 
the homaopathic hospitals were cured, twO" 
thirds of those treated in the allopathic hos- 
pUals died. This statement was confirmed 
by two allopathic gorernment medical in? 
speotors. On account qf^ this extraordinary 
result the law interdicting the practice qf 

homaopathy was repealed • 

(Report to Canadian Parliamont.) 

11. Dr. Paris, an eminent allopathic physician, 
Presiden^t of the Royal College of Physi- 
cians, London, submitted a report to. the 
House of Commons in 1865, shbwing returns 
from allopathic cholera hospitals, and sup- 
pressing the returns from homoeopathic 
nospitals, which, howerer, after consider- 
able delay, were presented and published. 
The full report indicated a mortality under 
allopathic treatment of 86.2 per cent, and 
under homctopathic qf 16.4 per cent 

(Report on L\fe Insurancey by Dr. Morgan.) 

H, During the ravages of this fearful epi- 
demic in Europe, sereral Qovemment com- 
missions were established for the purpose 
of inquiring into the cause of the remark- 
able success of homoeopathic treatment. 
Although these commissions were composed, 
in most instances, of opponents of the ho- 
moeopathic system, they were compelled to 
acknowledge its superior and astonishing 
efficacy. 

(Report to Canadian Parliament,) 

18. The aggregate statistics of results of treat- 
ment in Europe and America show a mor- 
tality of OTcr 40 per eent. under allopathic, 
and less than per eent. under homoeo- 
pathic treatment 

(Trans, N. Y. S, Horn. Med. Society.) 

*' Calculating the general mortality oyer 
all cirilised countries, from an immense 
number of statistics collected by allopathic 
writers, the ratio of deaths is just, one- 
half. According to their own statements, 
it seems to make rery little difference what 
remedies are used — the general average of 
deaths, under their treatment, remained 
the same. 

« Under homoeopathie treatment, the 
mortality, calculated precisely in the same 
manner, is reduced to almost an incredible 
extent— the- general arerage of deaths in 
private and hospital practice not being 
oyer 16 per eent. In private practice, 11 
per cent, or one death in every nine eases, 
in the highest average, and in hospitaU 
S3 per cent." 



No. of Ratio Ratio Pereent. Ratio 

eases of Horn, of All. ofmort. equal* 

treated. mort. mort. saved, iuhk. 



8,107 
1,875 



9.4 



41.0 
41.0 



78.0 4.M 



88.0 66.0 60.0 S.O 



16.4 86.3 54.7 M 



0.0 40.0 



77.5 4.U 
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No. of Batio Ratio Pereent. Ratio 

OoKPARATiTS Statbmbvtb or MiDiOAL caaes of Horn, of All. ofmort. eqaal- 

Tbbatmby* treated. mort. mort. sared. iia'm. 
U. I>r. C. Bnnham, of New York, estimatei 
the mortality in prirate allopathio prac- 

tiee,1831-48 300 .... •••» 

In hoepiUl allopathic praetloe, 1831-48 67.0 

In priyate homoMpathio praetioe, 1831-48 9.0 •••• 

IirhospitalhomoMpathlopraotioe, 1831-48 33.0 

21.0 ITS 66.8 3.29 

16.83 40.67 68.2 3.13 



The foregoing statement of the results of treatment of cholera, 
shows the superiority of homoRiypathic over allopathic treatment to be 
68.2 per cent. In other words, 68 lives in evert/ 100 were saved, 
which would have been lost if treated allopathically. 

It also shows that the ratio of homceopalhic to allopathic cases 
requisite to equalize the losses is as 3.13 to 1. 
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BROOME COUNTY HOMCEOPATHIC MED. SOCIETY. 

List of Officers, Delates and Members, 1866. 
OFFICERS ELECTED OCT. 1865. 

Dr. Stephen D. Hand, Binghamton, President. 
H. C. Champlin, Owego, Vice-President. 
Titus L. Brown, Kngbamton, Sec'y and Treasurer* 

GENSOBS. 

Dr. Ira W. Peabody, Binghamton, Broome county* 
Titus L. Brown, do do 

William C. Doane, do do 

J, D. Vail, Montrose, Pennsylvania. 

DELEGATE TO THE STATE HOMOBOPATHIC MEDICAL 80CIETT. 

Dr. Titus L. Brown. 

HOKORART MEMBERS. 

Dn William C. Doane, Washington, D. C* 
H. C. Champlin, do do 

MEMBERS. 

Dr. Stephen D. Hand Binghamton, Broome county* 

Titus L. Brown do do do 

Ira W. Peabody do do do 

Henry S. Sloan do do do 

George F. Hand do do do 

Theodore P. Enapp Union, do do 

E. B. Nash Triangle, do do 

Stoddard Pratt Centre Lisle, do do 

J. D. Vail ^ Montrose, Pennsylvania. 

The annual meeting is held cm the third Tuesday of October; the 
semi-annual on the third Tuesday of June. 



ARTICLE XVL 

A Case illtistrating the necessity of obsem'ng Hygienic Laws in treatment of Chronkr 
Disease. By T. L. Brown, M. D., of Binghamton, N. Y. 

Mr. B. M., aged sixty-six, has suffered for thirty years from dys* 
pepsia, cough, catarrh, attacks of violent headache, diarrhcBa, piles 
and debility. 

At the commencement of this morbid state, he was bled by an old 
school physician, every spring for five years, to relieve his attacks 
of headache. He has been subjected to all kinds of allopathic dosing, 
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op to the time of his employing homoeopathic treatment, thirteen 
years ago. 

He had always been accustomed to the use of tea, coffee and meat 
(mostly pork), but during the last ten years has abstained from the 
use of coffee. He never used tobacco or alcoholic drinks in any 
form. 

While making use of tea and coffee, he usually took two or three 
caps of coffee at breakfast, and two cups of tea at l^th dinner and 
supper. Violent heartburn, sinking turns, with fainting and debilityi 
werA his daily symptoms at this time, which could be relieved for a 
few hours only by a still stronger cup of tea or coffee. 

During the ten years he abstained from cofibe, he still continued 
the use of tea and meat twice or three times a day, having less head- 
ache and heartburn than formerly. 

He has been all his lite a man of active habits, except when com- 
pelled by the severe attacks of headache, diarrhcsa or piles, to keep 
his bed for a day or two. 

One year ago the 4th of April last, he began to abandon his free 
use of tea, meat, and medicine. 

For several weeks before making this change, his disease had been 
gradually increasing in severity. The secretion from his head and 
lungs was very profuse, offensive, and of a dark yellow color, being 
expectorated mostly in the morning. 

His friends have for years believed his catarrhal sjonptoms would 
soon lead to consumption, and his physicians have expressed a simi- 
lar opinion. 

Soon after he discontinued the use of meat and tea, his health im- 
proved, and now at the end of nine months, he has gained so rapidly, 
in health, strength and complexion that his friends daily remark his 
great change for the better. His cough, diarrhoea and piles of such 
long continuance have gradually disappeared. His catarrh has 
changed from its previous yellow consistency to a thin, white and 
comparatively healthy condition, only remaining a little more profuse 
than4;he natural secretion would be in health. 

He has not tasted meat or tea in nine months. His food has been 
bread and butter, potatoes, hominy, rice, fresh and salt fish, cracked 
wheat and cream, ripe and dried fruit, and plain pie and cuke. His 
only drink for nine months has been wheat bran coffee, cold water 
and milk. 

For seventeen years he has been without his natural teeth, and has 
not had the benefit of artificial ones. 

For fourteen months past he has been aecustomed to ride daily 
from one to five hours in the morning, during both the coldest and 
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the warmest weather. Hi9 sleeping room has been for the same 
length of time well ventilated by an open window both night and 
day. 

His hair, that yeai'S ago became yery white, has during the past 
few months partly returned to its original dark color, especially on 
the back part of the head, showing a great increase in its nutritive 
health. 

Water has noiibeen employed in his case, except for the purposes 
of cleanliness, and to allay thirst. 

He can, at this time, endure a greater amount of physical and 
mental labor than at any previous period in twenty-two years. 

It seems a careful observance of hygienic laws, has done more in 
a few months toward curing this patient, than eighteen years of allo- 
pathic drugging, or twelve years of homoeopathic medication, without 
hygienic attention. 

Should any physician be hereafter induced by this narrative of 
facts, to persuade even one of his patients to abandon habits of living 
or articles of food and drink, which increase disease, and to better 
obey the laws of nature, thereby obtaining and preserving health, 
my object will have been accomplished. 
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CAYUGA COUNTY HOMOEOPATHIC MEDICAL 

SOCIETY. 

last of Offioera, Delegftte8> Committees and Members^ 1866. 
OmCEBS ELECTED JULY 10, 1866. 

Dr. A. J. Brewster, Cato, President. 

George H. Parsell, Weedsport, Vice-President. 
C. W. Boyce, Auburn, Secretary and Treasurer. 

CENBOB8. 

Dr. C. W. Boyce, Auburn, Cayuga county. 
H. B. Fellows, Sennett, do 

J. C. Peterson, Union Springs, do 
H. Bobinson, Jr., Auburn, do 

DELEGATES TO THE STATE HOM(£OPATHI0 KEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Dr. C. E. Swift. Dr. Wm. M. Gwinn. 

Delegates to tlie Onondaga County Homoeopathic Medical Society. 

Dr. H. Robinson, Jr., Dr. A. J. Brewster, Dr. E. P. K. Smith. 

Deleffoies to the Oneida County ffomceopathic Medical Society. 
Dr. C. W. Boyce, Dr. H. Barton Fellows, Dr. C. E. Swift 

Delegates to the Wayne County Homoeopathic Medical Society. 
Dr. H. Bobinson, Jr., Dr. P. H. Peterson, Dr. Wm. M. Gwynn. 

OOMMirrEES. 

Drs. Fellows, Boyce, J. C. Peterson, C. E. Swift, H. Bobinson, Jr. 
and Strong, Materia Medica. 

Drs. Robinson, Smith, Brewster, P. H. Peterson and Gwynn, Pre- 
vailing Epidemics. 

HONORARY MEMBERS. 

Dr. Carroll Dunham New York. 

Heniy M. Smith do 

Lyman Clary Syracuse. 

A. R. Morgan do 

H. M. Paine •- Albany. 

Bernhardt Fincke.l Brooklyn. 

T.N. Calkins Auburn. 

E. R Heath Palmyra. 

H. H. Heath SenecaFalls. 

L. B.Wells Utica. 

Hon. T. M.Pomeroy Auburn. 

Hon. W.P.Robinson do 

Bev. D. K. Lee • New York. 
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MEMBERS. 

Dr. H. Robinson Auburn Cayuga countjr. 

H. Robinson, Jr do do 

C. W. Boyce do » do 

C. E. Swift do do 

E. P. K. Smith do do 

D. O. K. Strong Owasco ^ do 

A.J.Brewster Qito I do 

P. H. Peterson Union Springs. - do 

J. C. Peteraon do .. do 

George H. Parsell Weedsport do 

H. Barton Fellows Sennett ^ . do 

Win. M. G wynn Throopsville do 

Wm. R. Gorton Skaneateles Onondaga co. 

The annual meeting for the election of officers is held on the sec- 
ond Tuesday of June. Quarterly meetings on' the second Tuesday 
of September, December, March, and June. 



ARTICLE XVII. 

Report of the Cayuga County Homoaopathic Medical Society, comprising: 

A. Proceedings of a Meeting, held September 12, 1865. 

B. Proceedings of a Meeting, held December 12, 1865. 

C. Proceedings of the Seventh Annual Meeting, held July 10, 1865. 
By the Secretary, C. W. Botcs, M. D., of Auburn. 

A. 

Proceedinos of a Meeting, held September 12, 1865. 

The Society met at Aubiu^n, at the office of Drs. Robinson and 
Boyce. 

There were present, Drs. Strong, Peterson, Robinson, Gwynn, 
Boyce, Fellows, Swift, and Heath. 

The Vice-President, Dr. Fellows, took the chair. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 

Dr. Pct^TSon presented a report in reference to epidemic of dysen- 
tery, now raging with great \jiolencc in Cayuga county. The tincture 
of baptisia, with colchicum, leptandria and mercurius corrosivus cured 
all cases under his care. Colchicum is indicated by white discharges 
with great tormina; mercurius corrosivus by bloody passages; lep 
tandria by greenish, curdy or flocculeut discharges with dark, gru- 
mous blood. 

On motion, the report was requested for publication in the Ameri- 
can Homceopathic Review. 

Dr. Boyce reported on lachesis in the treatment of sore throat, 
which was also desired for publication. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



OATUaA COTOTT MIDICAL BOCIETY. 17Jb 

Dr. Boyce also reported an interesting case cured by opium, which 
was requested for publication in the Hahnemannian Monthly. 

Dr. Fellows related his experience with regard to remedies useful 
in dysentery, and gave in detail, the indications for nux-vomica. • 

A paper by Prof. Lippe, on dysentery, was then read, and the 
Secretuiy was instructed to transmit it to the Hahnemannian Monthly, 
for publication. 

Dr. E. R Heath has cured all cases of dysentery under his care this 
summer, with tincture of aconite. 

Dr. Swift finds tincture of aconite useful in cases where collapse 
has taken place. 

Dr. Gwynn cured one case of dysentery with tincture of aconite in 
a comparatively short time. 

A letter from Dr. Wells, of Utica, was read. 

Dr. Heath read a paper on dysentery, then prevalent in Palmyra, 
New York. 

A paper from Dr. Martin, of Buffalo, was read and requested for 
publication in the Hahnemannian Monthly. 

The meeting then adjourned. 

B. 

Procteedings of a Meeting, held December 12, 1865. 
The Society met at the office of Drs. fiobinson and Boyce. 
The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 
Dr. Eobinson read a paper on dysentery, which, on motion was 
requested for publication. 
The meeting then adjourned. 

C. 

Proceedinqs of the 7th Annual Meeting, held July 10, 1866. 

The Society met in the city of Auburn, at the office of Dra. Robin- 
son and Boyce. 

The minutes of last meeting were read and approved. 

Drs. G. H. Parsell, of Weedsport, and J. C. Peterson, of Union 
Springs, were elected members. 

The Society then proceeded to elect officers for the ensuing year. 
(See page 169.) 

DrA Robinson and P. H. Peterson, were appointed a committee to 
examine the treasurer's account. They reported that they found the 
same correct. The report was accepted and the committee dis- 
charged. ' 

Dr. Boyce reported on croup, especially on those cases calling for 
kali bichr. 
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Drs. Robinson, P. H. Peterson and J. C. Peterson, gave their expe- 
rience with regard to the use of this remedy. 

Dr. Robinson reported on catarrh, and the use of kali bichr. in this 
disease. 

J^ On motion, Dr. Boyce was requested to prepare a copy of his 
report on ** Catarrh of the Air Passages" for publication. 

A bill from the New York State Society was presented and or- 
dered to be paid. 

Dr. Boyce presented a paper on glonoine, which was rei^d and 
•placed on file. 

Dr. Parsell related a case of nervous cephalalgia,. which was cured 
by glonoine. 

Dr. Fellows read a paper on pathology and symptomatology. An 
interesting discussion followed, which was participated in by Drs. 
Robinson, Jr., J. C. Peterson, Parsell, Gwynn and P. H. Peterson. 

On motion, the number of committees were restricted to two, as 
follows: . 

Committee on Materia Medica, Drs. Fellows, Boyce, J. C. Peter- 
son, E. Swift, Robinson, Jr. and Strong. 

Committee on Epidemics, Drs. Robinson, Smith, Brewster, P. H. 
Peterson and Gwinn. 

Dr. Robinson, Jr. called the attention of the Society to the use of 
callinsonia canadensis in hemorrhoids, and of permanganate of pot- 
ash, in diphtheria. 

On motion, the delegates to the neighboring societies were re- 
quested to continue another year. 

Adjourned. 



^ ARTICLE XVIII. 

Betrospect Ad address deliyered before the Cayuga Coun^ Homoeopathio Medical 
Society. By Cabboll Dunham, M. D., of New York. 

A review of the history of homoeopathy naturally presents several 
important considerations. Going beyond the more immediate past, 
and looking back to the earlier years of Hahnemann's life, we notice 
that for a long period after the idea of the homceopathic law and 
method became clear in his mind, he made frequent and very earnest 
efforts to commend this idea to the acceptance of his professional 
colleagues. Every form of argument and of demonstration was 
employed by him to persuade Hufel^nd and the profession generally 
to investigate and to accept the homceopathic law of cure. 

It was not until many years had been occupied with fruitless labors 
of this sort, not until, in response to these efforts, he had been ridi- * 
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culed and branded as an infamous impostor, that Hahnemann sepa- 
rated himself from the body of the medical profession, and defiantly 
flung to the breeze the banners of his new school of medicine. 

The earnestness and long continuance of his efforts to reconcile 
fidelity to his convictions of truth and harmony with his professional 
brethren, may serve to show us how highly he prized this harmony. 
On the other hand, the uufdnching determination with which to the 
end of his long life he accepted ostracism and contumely and per- 
sonal suffering and poverty, when recreancy to his convictions had 
become the only alternative, should make us bow with reverence 
before a devotion to truth and duty, which has had no parallel 
among physicians. 

We may, at this day, with profit, ask ourselves whether we 
eaSmate as highly and emulate as earnestly as we should do, this 
latter trait in Hahnemann's character. 

The majority of Hahnemann's immediate pupils stood by him 
faithfully in his gntire separation from the dominant school of medi- 
cine. Some, . however, who adhered to the new system, deprecated 
Hahnemann's apparent hostiljjty to the old school, and sought by 
every means to bridge over the chasm which separated tUe homoeo- 
pathist from medical men at large. That this was a very praise- 
worthy endeavor is not to be denied; for not less in professional 
than in social life is it a delightful thing for "brethren to dwell 
together in unity," but it should not be forgotten that the dwelling 
together is possible only where " unity " is possible — where this is 
unattainable there should be a wide and acknowledged separation. 

The attempt to smooth over the radical and inevitable differenced 
between homoeopathists and allopathists led, at a very early period, 
to the ignoring of certain fundamental principles involved in the 
science of homoeopathy. This evil steadily Increased, until fifteen 
years ago, the practice of the great majority of homoeopathists bore 
very little resemblance indeed to that of Hahnemann and his stricter 
pupils, and their success was proportionably less; but little, if at 
all, greater in many respects than that of the best allopathic prac- 
titioners. 

Hufeland declared that homoeopathy, if it should prevail, would 
"be the grave of medical science." This was the keynote of the 
objections tnade by Hahnemann's opponents. — And these objections 
had so great influence over many of his followers that they endeav- 
ored, in every way, to accept the theoriei^ and philosophy of the old 
school while adhering to Hahnemann's practical method. The true 
and manly and safer course would have been to claim as Hahnemann 
did that, experience having shown the homoeopathic method to be 
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true, a philosophy of medical science with which homoeopathy is 
incompatible, must be, ipso facto^ a false philosophy. We have 
gained nothing by our endeavors to conciliate the old school and to 
accommodate our doctrine to theirs. On the contrary, we have lost 
both the respect of the more enlightened allopathists, and what is 
infinitely more important, a clear understanding of our own position. 

Hahnemann declared the pathology of his day to be an unsafe 
basis of medical treatment, and proved that therapeutics could 
never be based on pathology ; for the reason that pathology is a 
science of hypothesis respecting the nature and process of morbid 
action and must always be speculative and uncertain. Homoeopathists 
were at once charged with ignoring or neglecting pathology, and 
many of their numbers have been so intimidated by this hue and cry 
as to resort to very painful, almost ludicrous exhibitions of a devo- 
tion to pathological science as a source of indications for treatment, 
which would be absolutely incompatible with true homoeopathic prac- 
tice. For, a therapeutics based on pathological iifdicatious must, of 
necessity, be a system of broad generalizations, while to the true 
homoeopathic practi^ce the strictest individualization is an indispensa- 
ble condition. 

Hahnemann gave us a Materia Medica Pura, in which the slightest 
effects of drugs, not merely those which could be observed by a 
looker-on, but also modifications of sensation, thought and emotion, 
perceptible only to the prover, were carefully recorded in ^uch a 
way as to make the effects of each drug most clearly distinguishable 
from those of every other. A cry went up at once from the ranks 
of the old school, against the puerility of these alleged proviugs, and 
the absurdity of prescribing for serious diseases on the strength of 
such ** trivial" symptoms. It was affirmed that subjective symptoms 
of which the majority of each proving consists, are almost valueless 
to the prescriber as an- indication for treatment. A great many 
iomoeopathists were deeply moved by these allegations and pro- 
ceeded in various ways to expurgate the Materia Medica, striking 
out the subjective symptoms and seeking the characteristics only in 
the few objective symptoms which the provings contain. The inju- 
rious influence thus exerted on the practice of homoeopathy through- 
out the world has been almost inexpressibly greatl 

Hahnemann taught the efficacy of small doses. He showed that 
when drugs are prescribed according to the homoeopathic law, it is 
indispensably necessary that the doses be small, and that injinitesi- 
mal doses are more efficacious than large ones. 

Nothing has brought more opprobrium upon Hahnemann from the 
allopathists, nor more ridicule upon his followers than this question 
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of the dose. And many homoeopathists yielding to this clamor and 
shrinking from this ridicule, make a merit of disclaiming any fellow- 
ship with Hahnemann on this point and loudly proclaim their willing- 
ness, in the matter of large doses, to <*go as far as he that goes the 
farthest." 

We have thus the spectacle of a large body of professed homoeo- 
pathists denying their master in the three fundamental points of his 
system — the indication, the remedy and the dose! And all this as 
much through lack of moral courage to brave the obloquy which 
attaches to the strict Hahnemannian, as from honest difference of 
opinion. 

All profess allegiance to the homoeopathic law, " Similiasimilibus 
curantur," but* the party of which we speak denies every one of the 
conclusions above alluded to, and to which this law conducted 
Hahnemrfnn. An inevitable consequence has been a mournful dete- 
rioration of homoeopathic practice, until now, save in the practice of 
the strict Hahnemannians, there is rarely seen an example of thosie 
rapid, almost magical cures which gained for Hahnemann and his 
pupils their world wide fame. 

Thus it is ever that hesitation to proclaim and stand up for the 
truth at whatever cost, brings along with it its own punishmenti 

It is a gratifying fact, that a mai'ked reaction began about twelve 
years ago, and is now going on. Greater desire to thoroughly 
understand the science and art as Hahnemann taught them; greater • 
faithfulness in the study of the Materia Medica Pura; greater bold- 
ness in professing the peculiar doctrines of homoeopathy, are mani- 
fest on every side. For much of this auspicious change we are 
indebted, before all, to the teaching by pen and by practical example 
of the lamented von Boenninghausen; for much also to the faithful 
labors of Wurmb in the Vienna hospital, the results of which have 
been given to the world by Kaspar and Eidherr; and for much to 
the arduous labors of Dr. Drysdale in the compilation of the British 
Repertory and in the various essays in which he explains the nature 
and merits of that work, and urges the necessity of a faithful study 
of the Materia Medica. The change which a faithful study of Hahne- 
mann's writings and especially of the Materia Medica will produce 
in the practical views of the student, is strikingly and happily shown 
by a comparison of Dr. Drysdale's essays in the first volume of the 
British Journal (1843), with his remarks on the Reperttyry, in volume 
eighteen of the same journal (1860). • 

The direction which this reaction takes, in so far as the indication 
is concerned, is well expressed in the following words by Dr. Drys- 
dale: 
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''No one has rightly understood the Examination of the Sourcet^ 
etc.^ nor the Spirit of the Homoeopathic Doctrine* who can imagme 
that the time has come, or can ever come, when clinical experience 
can supersede the pure symptoms as the final indication for specific 
therapeutics. Nevertheless, the tendency of many is to go to this 
extreme; for, if we look through the homoeopathic practical litera- 
ture, both standard and periodical, we find that nine-tenths of the 
indications are merely clinical, and no pains are taken to bring out 
the correspondence of the pure symptoms. ^ "Whither is this tending? 
Let us see. Allopathy now a days is a very difierent thing from 
what it was; mainly, I think, from the indirect action of homoeo- 
pathy upon it and also from the borrowing, directly from us, many 
specifics which are used often in a simple form; also the use of spe- 
cifics is partly acknowledged as a desideratum, and partly adopted 
practically under the names of tonics and alteratives; but the indica- 
tions are always, purely clinical and empirical. Now, in as far as we 
rely on clinical indication al6ne, wherein do we difier from the ordi- 
nary school? In no way, except that, being superior in numbers and 
having the command of more men of talent in hospitals, they will 
beat us with what were originally our own weapons. Our only 
resource, then, is \o go back to the more diligent cultivaticn of our 
special field, viz: — the Materia Medica. There we have scope enough 
to recover lost ground and get again far ahead; for, granting all that 
pathology and clinical experience can teach us — and I would of 
course avail myself of it to the very fullest extent — how far does that 
bring us in determining the one right medicine required in a system 
of specifics? A very little way indeed. Very often it offera us a 
free choice of twenty to fifty medicines, all equally eligible — a kind 
of liberty and equality for which we may spare our thanks, as moat 
likely only one or two of them can be specific. Let any practitioner 
seriously think over the cases that present themselves in one day's 
average practice, and tell U3 how mauy are well pronounced exam- 
ples of pure inflammation of the large organs or other well-defined 
diseases whose course is definite and symptoms sufficiently fixed to 
enable us to fix the specific ab turn in morbus. A very small number it 
will be; and applying this to the practice of medicine at large, we 
come back to Hahnemann's proposition, that no two cases are exactly 
alike, a fact that strikes at the root of all attempts to perfect a 
system of specifics by experience in disease." 

The same point has been djscussed with great ability and in a still 
niore practical manner by writers in the Algemeine Homo^opathische 
Zeilunffj and especially by its able editor. Dr. Veit Meyer, whose 

* Hahnemaim's Leiser Writings^ English edition, pp. 606 and 748. 
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published cases of diseases treated purely according to the totality 
of the symptoms, have giyen a peculiar interest to recent volumes of* 
that periodical. 

As regards the remedy, the reaction to which we allude is no^ yet 
80 decidedly manifested among homoeopathic physicians. The dis- 
position early shown to expurgate the Materia Medica, as it was 
called, and to exclude from it most of the subjective symptoms, re- 
ducing each proving to a collection of objective phenomena, led to 
the re-provings of drugs by the Austrian Society. This labor was 
unquestionably undertaken for the purpose of showing that Hahne- 
mann had been very loose and unguarded in compiling his Materia 
Medica, and that many symptoms therein contained were untrust- 
worthy. By the admission of the Austrian provers themselves, the 
result was a complete vindication of Hahnemann. The effect on the 
school at large was an increased respect for Hahnemann, and a 
greater confidence in his teachings and provings. 

The studies of Materia Medica by Dr. Roth, which are now ap- 
pearing in the Vierteljakrschrift, have a similar object; they are 
monuments of industry, and will certainly do much good; chiefly, 
however, in a direction the very opposite of that in which their 
author* intends them to operate. Dr. Hering has already exposed 
the inaccuracy of many of Eoth's criticisms on Hahnemann's prov- 
ings; but the very barrenness of the state to which he would reduce 
the Materia Medica, making it a mere collection of objective symp- 
toms of results of pathological actions, deprived of all the character- 
istic individuality which subjective symptoms give, shows to the 
intelligent student, that such a Materia Medica can never meet the 
needs of the prescriber. A similar result attended the labors of the 
compilers of the so-called **American Materia Medica," which ap- 
peared in the North Amei*ican Jowmalj but came to an end, we 
believe, at the time of the secession of its chief fabricator, Dr. Peters. 
The revulsion from these attempts to eviscerate Hahnemann's Materia 
Medica hiis been a powerful agent in the reaction we speak of. 

But the impulse towards such a reaction has been, most of all, the 
result of a reaction, in opinion and practice, respecting the third 
topic of which we have spoken, viz: the dose. In the matter of the 
dose, homoeopathic physicians had widely diverged from Hahne- 
mann, a large majority holding, as some even now affirm, that the 
dose is a matter of no importance, provided the remedy be well 
selected. A marked difference was observed between the success of 
Hahuemaunians, and of what were called Rational Homoeopathists, 
the difference being all in favor of the former. The most obvious 

[Assem. No. 190.] 12 



Digitized by 



Googk 



178 CAYUGA COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

and superficial difference in the respectiye practices of the two 
parties being, of course, the dose, attempts to imitate the successful 
practice of the Hahueroanuian would naturally begin with the adop- 
tion of his doses. 

But so intimately connected and mutually dependent are the 
Hahnemannian doctrines of dose, remedy and indication^ that it is 
impossible to succeed with Hahnemann's doses^ unless .we study our 
remedj/ and fix upon our indication, in the way which he employed. 

Experiments with small doses, then, have led and will always lead 
honest-minded and capable men, to return to the strict practice of 
Hahnemann and his pupils. The reaction in the matter of the dose 
may be said then to have led, in some measure, the reaction in other 
matters. 

In 1850, the long-continued success of von Bcenninghausen had 
already created a profound impression among homoeopathic physicians. 
' Dr. Meyer, of Leipsic, was an earnest student, at that time, of the 
whole subject we are discussing. Dr. Wurmb, at the same period, 
was successfully treating acute diseases in his hospital at Vienna, 
with the thirtieth decimal potency. He had determined to make his 
hospital the gathering place for facts which should Bid in deterniin- 
ing the vexed question of the dose. He hoped that subsequent trials 
might show the superiority of lower dilutions; his hope was not 
realized. The records of the hospital show a clear superiority of 
the high over the low potencies, in the treatment of acute affections. 
Dr. Wurmb's frank publication of this result, which overthrows his 
own speculations regarding* the dose, has exerted a marked influence 
throughout bur school.* 

On every side, in every country, there are eager inquiries con- 
cerning the high potencies and the proper method of using them. 
Countless experiments are instituted, and in the main with favorable 
results. 

It might prevent disappointment, however, if experimenters would 
bear in mind that the high potencies will not succeed unless the 
remedy has been selected, not upon the basis of a pathological 
theory, but on a similarity of its symptoms with the totality of the 
patients' symptoms, and that, in collecting the patients' symptoms, 
the first rank must be accorded to^those symptoms which are*peculiar 
to the individual, and which are, therefore, characteristic of the case. 

We have seen that in three fundamental doctrines the majority of 
homoeopathic physicians set themselves in opposition to Hahnemann, 
influenced thereto by the clamor of the allopaths. We have seen 
that thereby the practical success of the homoeopathic school was 

* See Transaction^^ rolame 11^ page 64. 
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made materially less than that of Hahnemann and his strict adhe- 
rents; we have seen that, constrained by this practical result, many 
homoeopathic physicians are seeking to regain the path which Hahne* 
mann indicated, but from which they had strayed. But for this 
wandering and the faihires which followed it, how much more firmly 
might homoeopathy hav^ been, at this time, established in the world. 
And how great a weakness was it thus to wander I Natural laws 
never conflict. Truth is never inconsistent with herself. If the 
practical precepts of Hahnemann agreed among themselves and were 
confirmed by practical experiments, as they were in the treatment of 
the sick, what need his followers have been concerned, that they 
seemed inconsistent with other medical doctrines or made some 
medical sciences seem superfluous ? 

So much the worse for these sciences 1 It would follow, of neces- 
sity, that further investigations must reform these doctrines, and 
remodel these scfences into harmony with the newly discovered 
truths. What if the new sciences were^ to the Jews of that generor 
tion, ** a stumbling block," and to the medical Greeks of the day 
** foolishness." How could they doubt, if they should continue in 
steadfast faith to develop and practice it, that it would be demon- 
strated, in due time, to be ** the power of God and the wisdom of 
God I" 

And now, while the majority of our school still reject Hahne- 
mann's methods and precepts, though a few arc turning back to them, 
the allopathists are beginning to realize Dr. Drysdale's anticipations, 
and are beginning to " beat us with what were originally our own 
weapons." , 

From the standpoint of physiology and pathology, the very 
sciences in dread of which we have sacrificed some of our essential 
doctrines, Prof. Hojipe, the allopathist, of Basle University, is de- 
monstrating the correctness of Hahnemann's teachings, and is show- 
ing that Hahnemann's charlatanism consisted only in the fact that in 
pathology and in medical philosophy, as well as in practical tstct and 
observation, he was simply two generations in advance of his con- 
temporaries. 

Prof. Hoppe states that the two great events in medicine since the 
early ages, have been these discoveries of Hahnemann : 

1. **That for every individual case of disease, the specific remedy, 
the inrZevidMaZ-specifio remedy must be sought for and found, and 
that (thus) in every individual ease of disease the process of cure is 
a process of discovery." 

2. ** The discovery of Hahnemann, that the remedy acts in small, 
very small doses, in smaller doses than any one has hitherto 
imagined, and that in these very small doses it may act more pow- 
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erfully than in large doses," a discovery, says Dr. Hoppe, which 
surpasses in brilliancy all of Hahnemann's other achievements. 

Prof. Hoppe proceeds to explain, on scientific physiological and 
pathological grounds, the necessity of the former doctrine of Hahne- 
mann — the^ necessity of individualizing each case of disease, and of 
treating it as if the like had never before .been met with. In so 
doing he demonstrates the impossibility of accurately prescribing 
upon knowledge of drugs derived ah usu in morbis. This leada 
him to demonstrate the necessity and advantage of drug-provings 
upon the healthy. 

He doe? not hesitate to go wherever truth leads him, and to admit 
every conclusion that evidently follows from facts which bbsorvation 
has compelled him to accept. Accordingly, in a very remarkable 
article upon ** Characteristic Symptoms," a translation of which 
appeared in the last number of tlqs review,* he demonstrates the 
value of trivial subjective symptoms, showing that they are, and by 
their nature, must be, of controlling importance in the indication of 
the remedy. 

Far from dreading what the Mrs. Grundy of pathology may say 
to this, he coolly ** turns her flank," by bringing up a very strong 
and plausible physiological and pathological argument to his sup- 
port — a branch of that same argument by which, a year ago, he 
sought to account for the action of infinitesimal doses. 

On the subject of the dose he is not less master of the situation. 
Determined to accept whatever is demonstrated, and to keep his 
mind free from prejudice, he admits that the question of the dose is 
still an open question; but he avers that it is by no means unimpo^^ 
ant. He affirms that while the thirtieth potency is sometimes 
unavailing, it is often too strongs producing unnecessary accessory 
symptoms, even while it removes those for which it was adminis- 
tered. He declares that the balance of testimony is altogether in 
favor of those who use the potencies, that they efiect a greater pro- 
portion of cures and do a less amount of mischief, and that those 
who refuse to use the potencies deprive themselves of a most 
important means of curing. 

The improbability of the potencies possessing any power gives 
Prof. Hoppe no concern; the fact satisfies him. Nor is he at a loss 
to account, by a satisfactory theory, for the fact that the thirtieth 
potency is very often more efficient to cure than the third. It mat- 
ters but little that he does not accept Hahnemann's theory of poten- 
tization, since he freely admits the facts. With one sentence of 
Professor Hoppers remarkable publication we close these disjointed 
remarks: 

.* Amerioan Homodopathio Reyiew, Volumo V. page 7. 
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'< Hahnemann, as he studied the actions of remedies, could not fail 
to discover the aggravating effects of drugs, and to therefore dimin- 
ish and diminish the dose, and thus at last to discover the efficacy of 
small doses and of the dilutions; but at the same time he discovered 
also the significance of the subjective symptoms, and through these 
he ^ade it profitable for physicians, sensibly and profitably to 
observe the human body and to devote to it, chiefly and more than 
up to tiis day had ever been done, yes, for the first time, a greater, 
exacter and mor^ universal attention. Whatever that is great has 
been accomplished by the medicine of to-day, through material 
investigations, the same great results has Hahnemann attained in the 
way of the subjective symptoms, and both together constitute, for 
the first time, a whole; yet the significance of both the subjective 
and the objective symptoms is difficult to apprehend. Auscultation 
may leave mattera as unclear as pain can. Whoever will only take 
the trouble to stand on his own feet, to observe whatever occurs, 
and to incorporate, as best he can, what he observes with the sum 
total of his knowledge, he will come into contact with subjective 
symptoms, and will learn to put a proper estitnate upon them. It 
was not materialism that was the cause of subjective symptoms 
being neglected, but the cause was the inherent difficulty of their 
study, and then, until Hahnemann raised them to their proper sig- 
nificance, the objectlessness of such a study. It was Hahnemann who 
first showed what purpose subjective symptoms might subserve, and 
thereby gave an interest to the investigation of them. 

" It is, therefore, no honor to a man that he neglects the subjective 
symptoms, and that he understands and will understand nothing of 
the efficacy of the small doses and of the dilutions." 

The fundamental principles enunciated by Hahnemann, as the 
basis of his new system of therapeutics, are utterly repugnant to all 
the received doctrines of his day; but that, being founded on exact 
observation, they have triumphantly endured the test of time and 
experience. • And we have showed that those who had accepted 
these principles, and have shared with Hahnemann the obloquy and 
reproach which resulted from such acceptance, are now participating 
in the final triumph of these truths. Those, on the other hand, who, 
though convinced that, in the main, Hahnemann was right, yef could 
not sustain themselves under the ignominy which attached to his 
followers and who, therefore, sought to find a middle course which 
should reconcile their adhesion to homoeopathy and their mainte- 
nance of good standing in the ranks of the old school, discover that, 
in proportion as they come short of the measure of a true disciple of 
Hahnemann, so are they now behind the foremost mark of accepted 
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medical truth. For we have showed that the progress of philosophy 
and of research in the science of medicine has caused the leading 
minds of the profession in the old school to adopt and advocate 
(though without acknowledgment), one after another, nearly all of 
the essential fundamental principles of homoeopathy as Hahnemann 
propounded them. 

Thus we have shown that the doctrine of the power of small 
doses, the fact that in the action of drugs in disease, power is not in 
direct proportion to quantity; but that infinitesimal doses act often 
much more powerfully to cure disease than large doses do — ^this 
doctrine has been admitted by Professor Hoppe, and pronounced by 
him to be Hahnemann's most brilliant discovery. 

Again, Wunderlick states, as the most decided forward step of the 
last decade in medical philosophy, the discovery, that a plan of 
treatment for any given case is to be constructed, not upon a general 
' notion of the disease based upon its pathology, but upon the phe- 
nomena of the individual patient^ no matter what name we may give 
to his malady. Wunderlick ignores the fact this was one of Hahne- 
mann's great princijJles, but we know it right welK It is becoming 
generally accepted now as a great truth in medicine and so the striot 
JHahnemannians find themselves in the van of medical philosophy. 

But no parts of Hahnemann's system were more sternly denounced 
nor more bitterly sconied than the following: 

1st. His doctrine of Diseases, viz: that, instead of being a new 
and hostile entity which had intruded itself upon the organism, and 
which must, in the process of cure, be expelled therefrom; disease is 
'*altere dor perverted health;" that the processes of disease are simply 
** perversions of the normal physiological processes of the healthy 
body," and that consequently there is no call for expulsion or elimr 
ination of any kind, but rather for such an influence to be exerted on 
that force which keeps the diflTercnt organs of the body in activity, 
as shall restore it to its normal working. 

2d. His doctrine (the direct consequence of the preceding), that 
disease, being, in its essential nature, a dynamic alteration of the 
organic forces, it can be recognized and known only by its conse- 
quent phenomena. In other %vords, he held that, disease being per- 
verted or modified healthy we can recognize disease, as we recognize 
healthy not as an entity but only by its phenomena; that as we recog- 
nize healthy life by the phenomena of the hiealthy organism, viz: the 
functions and tissues of the organs, though we may not understand 
how these functions and tissues are produced, so we can recognize 
' disease or perverted life only through the modified functions and tis- 
sues. It is not essential whether or not we understand how these 
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perverted functions and tissues are produced. This is the doctrine 
that diseases are known only by their symptoms^ that we treat them 
according to their sj/mpioms and that for their successful treatment, 
a knowledge of theiv pathology is not indispensably necessaiy. 

How sternly, for this doctrine, was Hahnemann rebuked, as the 
"grave-digger of Medical Science." How few of his followers could 
brave this storm and could *' stand and smile" and still be '< symptom 
coverers 1" 

And now in the year of grace 1865, the accepted Lecturer of the 
Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh, Dr. Haldane, states that: 

"Important, nay, essential as is a knowledge of pathology and 
diagnosis, it must be borne in mind that those departments are but 
a means to an end. * * * In Therapeutics, important 

improvements have no doubt been made, but these have consisted 
rather in the abandonment of time-honored but vicious methods than 
in the introduction of new remedial measures. # # * 

A fundamental and most important principle of pathology has only 
lately been recognized; it is this, that diseases are not new and inde- 
pendent entities^ but' that they are perversions of normal orphysiolo- 
gicai processes. •♦ * * ♦ *# ♦ 

**To sum up, therefore, I would say that the present practice of 
medicine is this: The physician seldom attempts to cure disease; he 
endeavors to place and maintain his patient in the most favorable 
condition for recovery; and he treats symptoms^ aUhovgh he often does 
not know on what they essentially depend.^^ 

Here is a recognition by the highest old-school authority of the 
truths which Hahnemann proclaimed fifty years ago 1 

Once more, coming to the subject of remedies, Hahnemann taught 
that drugs cure by virtue of a specific power which each drug pos- 
sesses to affect in a certain definite way the functions or tissues of 
certain organs of the body; that this power is different for each 
drug, being a specific power possessed by each drug; whence it fol- 
lows that, in treating disease, one drug may not be substituted for 
another; that this power can be accurately ascertained only by expe- 
riment upon the healthy; that the selection of the specific drug for 
each ctise of sickness must be made in correspondence with the symp- 
toms which the drug actually produces on the healthy and not on 
the basis of any general theory of the action of the drug. 

We all know how this doctrine has been denounced and ridiculed 
as the climax of the iniquities of HuhnemanUy the ** grave-digger of 
medical science," reducing Therapeutics to a mere mechanical **com 
parison and covering of symptoms I" 

Now, Dr. Haldane, in the same lecture, says, and the Boyal C!ol- 
lege of Ediqburgh listens approvingly: 
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** If the power of curing disease by medicine is eyer to be attained, 
it will be by the discovery of agents which shall act in a specific man- 
ner upon the tissues and organs of the body. 

*' It will be asked, how we are to attain a knowledge of the spe- 
cific properties of medicines and of the circumstances in which they 
will be useful. My auswer is, by expenmenL And it is not sufficient 
that we are acquainted with the physiological effect of a medicine, 
that is to say, With its action on (he healthy ^ 

Thus, directly and by implication^ this high allopathic authority 
sanctions these doctrines of Hahnemann respecting the action and the 
selection of the drug. 

And thus, as years go by, the wisdom of our great master is vindi- 
cated and his wonderful clearness of intellectual vision is demon- 
strated. 

How little have those followers of his to glory in who shrunk from 
the obloquy that attached at first to his doctrines, and, through 
deference to prevailing opinion which was adverse, modified them 
out of all resemblance to their original forms! 

How cheering, on the other hand, the position of the strict Hahne- 
manuians who find that the very points of docta-ine and practice, for 
adhering to which they have suffered so much from the old school, 
and even more from the half-heailed of the nominal homoeopathic 
profession, are being proclaimed and defended, one after another, by 
the highest authorities of the old school I 

How much more solidly would our science now be established had 
we all the faith and steady courage to stand on the platform of the 
great and good Lincoln: •* Neither let us be slandered from our duty 
by false accusations against us, nor frightened from it by menances^ 
let us have faith that right makes might, and in that faith, let us, to 
the end, dare to do our duty as we understand it." 



ARTICLE XIX. 

Pathognomic Symptoms and Characteristic Sj^mptoms. By C, Dunham, M. D., of 

New York. 

. Dr. Veil Meyer, of Leipsic, in 1856, told me an anecdote of Hahne- 
mann, which, so far as I know, has never appeared in print. It was 
related to him by Dr. Hartmann, then recently deceased, and who in 
his early days had been a pupil of Hahnemann. 

Kallmann relates that one day a patient came to consult Hahue- 
mann. Her malady was condylomata, or figwarts. Habneniann 
examined the case, recorded the symptoms, as his custom was; then 
retired to his private study for the purpose of consulting the materia 
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medioa and determining upon his prescription. His mind made up, 
lie gave the medicine and instructions, and the patient departed. 
When she was gone, the pupils — Hai'tmann among the number — in- 
quired what remedy he had given, »*Go to the materia medica," 
was the master's reply, ** compai'e the sj'mptoms of the case with the 
provings there recorded, and in the remedy which most closely cor- 
responds to them you will find the remedy that I have given." Thus 
he was wont to answer his pupils. So they went to the materia 
medica to make the search. 

But^now the question arose : Suppose that no remedy should cor- 
respond to every symptom, to which symptom of the case should 
they give a preference in making the comparison? To them the 
existence of the condylomatous tumors and the flux seemed the cen- 
tral facts of the case, and accordingly they sought a remedy that 
should correspond to the case, among those drugs which are recorded 
as having caused such tumors in the provings. They were not suc- 
cessful; they could not find out what remedy Hahnemann had given, 
nor would he tell them. After some time the patient came again 
and reported great improvement. The pupils again questioned 
Hahnemann, but with the same result. The patient came a third 
time and reported herself cured. 

Hartmann's desire to know what remed^ had accomplished this 
cure was so great that he prevailed on the master to tell him. It 
was ehamoQiilln ! 

**But," objected Hartmann, ** chamomilla has no record of condy- 
lomatous excrescences in the proving (which was true). 

Hahnemann replied in substance as follows: **Take the whole 
series of symptoms, leaving out the fact of the tumors, compare 
them with the symptoms of chamomilla, and see whether it could be 
possible to find a remedy that would coiTespond more exactly." 

Thus directed, Hartmann made the comparison, and found the 
exact correspondence. The patient's speedy recovery showed the 
correctness of the prescription. 

And yet the prescription was made without any regard being had 
to the chief objective symptom, to the very feature which from a 
pathological point of view was the central ** pivotal " fact of the case. 
To make such a prescription might seem **like playing Hamlet with 
the part of Hamlet left out 1" 

Nevertheless, a great many brilliant cures have been made by pre- 
scriptions precisely similar to this one of Hahnemann's. Nay, an 
entire class of cases, and by no means a small one, must be cured in 
this way if they are cured at all. 

What are generally called organic diseases — well defined and 
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tolerably far advanced structural modifications of the nobler organs, 
we can never expect to see produced in any proving. Much less can 
we look for provings that. shall exhibit analogues of the various 
forms of chronic organic disease, benign chr malignant. Occasional 
accidental provings in* the way of cases of poisoning, which come to 
our knowledge in a medico-legal way, may chance to throw light on 
these spheres of action of drugs. But these sources of infoimation 
are infrequent and always very imperfect and impure. 

The science of therapeutics would be forever most imperfect, were 
we compelled to rely on the knowledge we can gather from such 
data. 

'For example, a proving can hardly be expected to be carried so 
far as to exhibit unequivocal signs of pneumonia. And although 
some cases of accidental provings in the shape of poisonings have 
shown us that certain drugs which we know to be curative agents in 
treating pneumopia, do actually produce the organic phenomena of 
. pneumonia, yet this knowledge, while it may confirm our faith in 
these drugs ad proper remedies in cases of pneumonia, to which they 
correspond, would nevertheless lead us astray and ensnare us, if we 
should allow them to withdraw our attention from other drugs which 
have not as yet been known to produce the organic signs of pneu- 
monia. If, for example, because it is known that tartar emetic, 
phosporus, aconite and bryonia have produced actual pneumonia, 
we should allow ourselves to look upon these as the sole remedies 
for this disease, we should be in danger of neglecting other remedies, 
such as lycopodium, sulphur, chelidonium, cepa, and a number of 
others, which, though never known to produce the organic symptoms 
of pneumonia, have yet shown in practice a power to cure that dis- 
ease speedily and completely, when their general symptoms corre- 
sponded to those of the particular case in which they were given. 

If this be true of a disease which is pathologically considered so 
simple as pneumonia, how much more likely is it to be the case with 
regard to affections which depend upon move complex and elaborate 
-changes in the processes of assimilation and nutrition, such as tuber^ 
cle, cancer, lupus and many others; or (not to go so far) as the 
benign affections of the skin and glands, or even as the exauthematous 
fevers ? It is manifest, that while symptoms resembling the general 
constitutional symptoms that accompany all of these complaints may 
be produced in provings of drugs, yet the organic phenomena which 
are pathognomonic of the malady, and in the absence of which the 
disease could not be diagnosticated, are not to be looked for in the 
pathogenesis of remedies. 

But tliese organic phenomena, these pathognomonic symptoms, for 
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such they are in most cases, are the very ones on which the diagnosis 
depends. If, therefore, the diagnosis and the prescription are to be 
worked out by the same method, and are to be made on the basis of 
the same symptoms or series of symptoms, then an accurate homoeo- 
pathic prescription would be a rare thing, and in the majority of 
grave and serious affections, it would be an impossible thing? Yet 
80 many successful prescriptions have been made in such cases as to 
show that it is not impossible, nor indeed always very difficult. 

But a prescription is always based upon a correspondence of the 
symptoms of the drugs with the characteristic symptoms of the case 
in hand. It follows, therefore, that those symptoms which the pre- 
scriber regards as characteristic symptoms, are not at all the same 
which. the diagnostician regards as p&thognomonic symptoms — they* 
are not the objective phenomena from which the malady gets its 
name — those which depend upon and indeed constitute its pathologi- 
cal anatomy. 

In the case related by Haitmann, the symptom pathognomic of the 
case was the condylomatous tumor. This was the ** pathological 
anatomy" of the case. By this symptom the ease was classified. 
From this it took its name, and this was the symptom of chief 
importance to the diagnostician. 

But the proving of chamomilla did not contain this symptom. 
Consequently, had Hahnemann regarded this symptom as a char- 
acteristic symptom from the point of view of the prcscriber, he 
would not have been able to select chamomilla as the remedy. He 
did not so regard it. 

The symptoms which he regarded as characteristic of the case, and 
to which he sought and found in chamomilla corresponding symp- 
toms, were the general, constitutional — for the most part subjective 
symptoms; the symptoms of mind and disposition and the conditions 
of time and circumstance, such as aggravation, amelioration, etc. 

Cases still further illustrating these facts are to be found in our 
clinical records. It happens sometimes that cases of disease are cured 
by drugs that had not at the time they were so used been known to 
produce the pathognomonic symptom of the malady they seem to 
have cured, whereas subsequent more extensive provings or acciden- 
tal observations in cases of poisoning have shown that these drugs 
are capable of producing and do produce these organic changes, 
these pathognomonic objective symptoms, 

A considerable number of cases of albumenuria, some of them, no 
doubt, cases of Bright's disease, have been recorded as cured by 
various remedies. 

Some of these remedies are not yet known to have produced albu- 
menuria on the healthy subject ; others are known to have done so. 
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One of them, arsenic, has cured a number of casea. It has almost 
alwaj's been selected because of the correspondence of its general 
constitutional symptoms with those of the cases on hand. And in- 
deed its correspondence in this respect with the general symptoms 
of Bright's disease is very striking. I myself once cured with four 
doses of arsenic*^ a most severe case of post-scarletinal dropsy, which 
had already lasted ten days before I was called to it, growing steadily 
worse until death seemed imminent, and in which the urine in the 
test-tube became nearly solid on applying heat, the entire quantity 
o£ urine passed in twenty-four hours being less than two gills. In 
this case, of course, the pathognomonic symptoms for the diagnosti- 
cian would have been the albumen, the blood discSj and the casts in 
the urine (they were all there.) 

The symptoms which guided my course in the selection of the 
remedy were the general symptoms — the character of the pains, 
their aggravations and ameliorations, the prostration, thirst, tempe- 
rature, posture, &c., &c., all of which were so characteristic of arsenic 
that I could not hesitate a moment. 

I did not know at that time that although Hahnemann's proving 
does not contain this pathognomonic symptom, albumenuria, yet thi» 
symptom has been produced, together with all other objective signs 
of Bright's disease, on healthy cats .in numerous instances by Dr. 
Quaglio, of Munich; and again it has been observed with equal 
minuteness in two remai-kable cases of arsenical poisoning recorded 
by Dr. Macleyan, in 1852. {Ed. Med. & Surg. Journal.) 

Phosphorus has been found to produce Bright's disease. Mercury 
has produced albumenuria. Cantharidcs have produced objective 
symptoms corresponding to it, at least the first stage of one form of 
Bright's disease. 

Now, if we had a case of Bright's disease to treat, how should we 
select a remedy? The fact of the drug having produced albumenu- 
ria on the healthy subject, is common to those four drugs, and is 
perhaps true of several others. How should we choose among 
these drugs? Why, by the general subjective symptoms. But these 
symptoms alone, without the objective symptom, albumenuria, have 
already, in a great nmnbcr of cases, been suflScicntly good guides to 
enable us to select not merely this group, but the exact appropriate 
drug in the group. 

Thus it appears that these general constitutional symptoms are not 
only a suflScient, l)Ut they are a more accurate guide, than the objec- 
tive pathognomonic symptom. 

They are also a more comprehensive guide. They enable us io 
employ, and they direct our attention to, remedies that we should 
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not be led to employ if we confined onr attention to the pathological 
anatomy of the disease under treatment. 

For example, apis has cured many cases of albumenuria. The gene- 
ral symptoms of apis correspond well to some cases of this disease. 
Yet we find no record of albumenuria in the proving of apis. Nor is it 
likely that we shall ever have toxicological data to complete our 
proving in this respect, because apis is not a substance likely to be 
employed as a poison. 

It is possible that as arsenic and phosphorus and mercury have 
been accidentally found to be capable of producing pathologico- 
anatomical conditions corresponding to those which they have cured, 
80 chamomilla may have been or maj*^ some day be found capable of 
producing condylomata. If so, the fact will be interesting, but it 
will not make it one iota easier to prescribe chamomilla for condylo- 
mata. For the prescription, if we would have it an exact one, must 
be based, as Hahnemann's was, on the correspondence of the general 
and subjective symptoms and on the times and conditions of their 
occurrence and aggravations. 

Upon these slight desultory remarks three propositions might be 
based: 

1. The point of view from which the pathologist and diagnostician 
regard a case of disease and that from which the therapeutist or pre- 
scriber regards it, are radically different. And inasmuch as thera- 
peutics, as a science, have hardly received any systematic cultivation, 
while great and successful attention has been paid to pathology and 
diagnosis, it has happened that the manner in which disease has been 
studied, discussed and described by medical authors contemplating it 
rather as a natuj*al phenomenon to be studied and classified than as a 
condition of the individual patient, for which an individual specific is 
to be found, has been unfavorable to the purposes of the prescriber, 
obscuring rather than elucidating those points which are to be his 
chief guides and calling into a position of prominence, features which 
are to him only of subordinate value. 

2. The arrangement of materia medica on the basis of pathologico- 
anatomical schema, as is desired by some, would be first impossible; 
second useless; third mischievous and sure to mislead. 

3. It is probable that while to the diagnostician, the pathological 
anatomy of a case is the fact of prime value, to the prescriber, the 
diathesis, general and special, is that to which he chiefly is to look 
for his indications. 

To elaborate and discuss these propositions would require a longer 
time tiun would comport with the objects of this paper. It must be 
reserved for a future occasion. 
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ARTICLE XX. 

Report on Epidemics in Cayuga county. By C. W, Botcr, M. D., of Auburn, N. Y. 

During the months of August,. September and October, 1865, there 
prevailed the most fotal epidemic ever known in the county of 
Cayuga. Most of the cases were pure dysentery; but many of them 
were so rapidly fatal that the characteristic discharges were not very 
marked, and in some, they were entirely wanting. 

As far as has been reported, this epidemic seenos to have been wide 
spread and equally fatal. From all parts of the State, from New 
Jersey and Pennsylvania, we hear the same account of its extent and 
fatality. 

In our county, the disease first appeared in fine weather, on the 
high grounds between Cayuga and Owasco lakes, where no general 
epidemics ever prevailed before. This region has always been noted 
for its salubrity, and na local cause of the disease has yet been dis- 
covered. Even during the prevalence of the difierent cholera epi- 
demics elsewhere, there have never been any cases here. In a region 
of several miles in extent where it first made its appearance, nearly 
every person felt some symptoms of the disease; and it is remarkable 
that here it lingered longest and was most fatal. All cases under ten 
years were very severe, aiid nearly all fatal. 

The disease soon spread over the high ground betw^een lakes 
Owasco and Cayuga from the south, until it oame within four or five 
miles of Auburn, when it took its course around the south end of 
Owasco lake, and so north between Owasco and Skaneateles lakes, 
making a sweep over the high ground between these lakes, and so 
on northerly to lake Ontario. It is remarkable that every epidemic 
in this vicinity takes the same course, from south, northerly — not 
always in a straight line — ^until it stops at the shores of Lake Ontario. 
We have no report that any has crossed into Canada. There has 
been no deviation from this course, except with diphtheria, which 
first appeared in Auburn, and spread both north and south. An ex- 
tensive epidemic of scarlet fever, a few years since, commenced on 
the east shore of Cayuga lake and made a straight wake northeast 
for Lake Ontario. Typhoid fever, also, has taken the same course, 
but lingered longest in its course about Montezuma and the Seneca 
river. 

Our present epidemic was prone to linger, and, when it seemed to 
bo gone, new cases unexpectedly appeared. The greatest fatality 
was during the first few weeks of its prevalence. 

There is a rapid ascent in the region between these lakes. Owasco 
lake is about seventy-five feet higher than Cayuga, and Skaneateles 
lake is about one hundred feet higher than Owasco. The distance 
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between the lakes is about nine or tell miles respectively. Leakages 
from Owasco lake form a large stream which pours into Cayuga 
j at Union Springs, where water power for thousands of runs of stone 
! is in use, doing mill business for a large town. No such' extensive 
leakage comes from Skaneateles to Owasco lake, yet it is known that 
mauy small streams go from the one to the other. The water in 
these lakes is remarkably pure, and that from Owasco, as shown by 
analysis, is the purest of afiy found between Albany and* Buffalo. 
There is no large tract of low land between these lakes, and none 
in the country, except north of Auburn at Montezuma, and along 
the course of the Seneca river. From the low lands of New Jersey 
come reports of this epidemic, corresponding with ours in result 
and conditions. In Cayuga county, the reports from the low lands 
north have been more favorable than those from the high lands south. 
Physicians from the north report few deaths, and have not found the 
disease more formidable than in preceding seasons. 

The disease assumed three distinct forms, All of which were some- 
times present at once in the same family. This was the case particu- 
larly in one family of six persons, who were all attacked, and two 
of the number died. 

The first was a little girl of six years. She had high fever with 
frequent dysenteric discharges of bloody mucus. This case lasted 
several weeks before convalescence with distinct typhoid stages, 
fihus tox afforded mor^relief than any other remedy. 

The father was next attacked. He had no fever, and was about 
during the whole course of the disease. The passages were simply 
bloody mucus with tenesmus. Every hour, night and day, the pas- 
sages continued without intermission for ten days. Nux alone gave 
relief. 

The next case in order was a rugged boy of four years. He was 
taken in the night with vomiting of green, offensive, watery fluid. 
Moderate thirst was present. At first the passages from tl\e bowels 
were dysenteric, but soon became watery and very offensive. He 
suffered little pain, was dressed nearly all day, and only remained 
quiet a short time after either vomiting or purging. During the 
second night he passed into a stage of collapse, from which he never 
recovered. The countenance became livid, cold sweat broke out 
over the whole body; there was a great restlessness and tossing, with 
desire to be uncovered ; the thirst was not very intense. The mind 
was clear until the last. At 9 p. m. arsenicum was given, and re- 
peated every hour until 3 A. M., with no abatement of the symptoms. 
At this time veratrum and finally carbo-veg. were given, but with 
no relief. He lingered until noon the next day, when he died. Tak- 
ing thb case in its ensemble of symptoms, and comparing it with the 
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materia medica, no remedy sedfcs so appropriate as arsenicum. Yet 
it had not the slightest effect ; nor could it be seen that this remedy 
afforded the slightest relief in any similar case. AH who were thus 
attacked in the fatal district died. 

.There were two symptoms in this case which, on after research, 
called for secale cornutum, and it has been a source of great grief 
to the writer that this remedy was not given. These symptoms 
were, in addition to others, of vomiting of green, offensive, watery 
fluid, and the desire to be uncovered, although the flesh felt very 
cold to the hand of the bystander. 

A remedy with which Dr. Robinson has been very successful in 
these cases of collapse, with the above symptoms, is the mother tinc- 
ture of aconite rad., in nearly drop doses. Dr. R. tells me that he 
arrested one case, in Auburn, where the child vomited in the com- 
mencement of the disease, with tincture of aconite, and tincture of 
nux, in solution, alternately. 

The next case in order, in our family, was a boy of eighteen months. 
He was cutting teeth and was disposed to irritable bowels. -This 
case sunk gradually, and died after nearly two weeks of suffering. 
The passages were green, bloody mucus, with clotted milk in lumps. 
No remedy relieved. A young woman was next attacked; but as 
there was no tie to bind her to the place, she went out of the infected 
district and soon recovered. She wns never confined to the bed. 
The characteristic symptom with her was stools on motion. Bryo- 
nia relieved. 

The history of this family was a common one. In many families a 
larger number were lost, and in some, all died. 

To return. The three grades of the disease were: First — the most 
common — without fever. This affected the rectum only. The first 
indications were, disi30sition to stool, with tenesmus. Prostration to 
an undue extent was always present; and, although the patient was 
usually about the house and vicinity, he was surprised that a disease, 
apparently slight, should make him so weak. These cases were 
prone to continue, and no one remedy controlled all cases. Within 
two miles, on a country road along the west bank of the Owasco 
lake, ten persons, at one time, had the disease, and no two cases pre- 
sented the same characteristic. Generally, those who were worst at 
night, with tenesmus after evacuations, were relieved by mercurius 
corn This remedy in the two hundredth dilution, succeeded best. 
Other cases, characterized by the evacuations taking place at regular 
intervals- during the day and night, about an hour apart, did not 
yield to the influence of any remedy. However, none died. 

The second class of cases were more decidedly severe. The dis- 
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Mse extended to the largo and often to the small intestibes. Fever 
and intense pain in the abdomen were always present Tenesmus 
was also a certain symptom, with almost constant urging to stool. 
The stools were bloody, slimy and green. In all cases, prostration 
was a marked symptom. All of these patients lingered and conva* 
lesced slowly. In Auburn, few died. We seemed to be, if I may be 
allowed the expression, on an island, whilst the country around us 
was like a stormy sea. Our bark rode safely into port, with the loss 
of a few spars and ropes, whilst to the south and southeast, the storm 
raged with destructive power, wrecking many a noble ship and 
destroying whole fleets of smaller sail. Between Owasoo and Skane* 
ateles lakes this class of cases was very fatal. In many families from 
two to four adults died. They differed from the usual dysenteries 
anly in intensity. Those cases under the observation of the writer 
presented the symptoms of severe inflammation of the intestines. 
The aggravations were at night, and the tenesmus *most intense. 
Stools were very frequent, both day and night, with great* pain in 
the abdomen. . . 

In one case a lad of fourteen years was taken with chills, followed 
by fever and thirst. Almost at once dysenteric stools came on, with 
tenesmus after stool, and constant pain in the abdomen. The stools 
consisted of blood, mucus, and lumps of green subsfance, and were 
frothy. Each passage was accompanied with so great pain that he 
nearly fainted. Sitting with him by the hour and counting the num- 
ber of passages, they were found to occur every ten minutes, and 
this continued for a week. Merc, corv.*^ was the only remedy 
which relieved. The disease yielded to this remedy in a few days, 
and he convalesced slowly. Another case, under the care of Dr. 
Bobinson, Jr., where the pain was so intense as to allow no rest at 
all, and which was gettinis: rapidly worse notwithstanding the use of 
all the indicated remedies, was arrested and cured very soon by mer- 
curius dulc-jJ^y. The patient, a highly intelligent young lady of 
twenty years, almost at once, after getting a powder o( mere, dulc., 
said: "That medicine helps me, and it is the first that has had any 
effect." A powder at first gave her relief for an hour, but after a 
few doses the relief lasted longer. When the pain came on she 
^ked for a powder, and it never failed to give relief. She con- 
valesced slowly, and continues well. Dr. Robinson expects to report 
this interesting case in an article on dysentery which he is preparing, 
and in which he expects to give his views of dysentery, the result of 
years of careful study and thought. Other cases of the same grade 
wei*e not relieved in the same prompt manner with the same remedy, 
either in Dr. Robinson's practice or in mine. 

[Assem. No. 190.] 13 
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A third class, principally amongst children, was almost, certain to 
destroy the patient. Only one case of recovery can now be recalled. 
The little patient was usually taken in the night with vomiting; per- 
haps only once the first night, and the next day vomiting continued 
and the characteristic dysentery passages came on. At first the 
matter thrown from the stomach consisted of the ingesta, but subse- 
quently it was a green, watery fluid, with ofiensive odor. In twenty- 
four hours the discharges from the bowels usually changed from 
blood and slime to this dark, horribly offensive water. With these 
passages came collapse, and the patients sank in a few hours. No 
case of recovery has been reported in our section, after, the advent 
of the stage of collapse. The most 'serious cases were not accom- 
panied by great pain, nor were they^in the commencement supposed 
to be serious; but we very soon learned, where vomiting came on, 
that we had before us a disease that bafiied all our skill. In this 
stage there itere restlessness, anguish, thirst and tossing; a dark 
blue shade on the countenance — in fact as perfect a collapse as that 
in Asiatic cholera. In the treatment of this third class we have 
bothing to offer. No remedies, in our hands, afforded any relief, and 
we can only regret that secale cor. had not been given. 

Taken as a whole the treatment of this epidemic was not a success. 
Although man^r cases were cured with great promptness, and the 
majority recovered, yet it is always saddening to know that even 
one patient has died on our hands, who but shortly before was in 
perfect health and not worn out by age. In our materia medica, 
present and prospective, there is a remedy for every ill to which 
flesh is heir, and we are wanting in knowledge when we lose even 
one case, during any epidemic which has been under our observation 
from the inception of the disease. ! 

From - these indications, what is the lesson of the hour ? Is this | 
' epidemic but the forerunner of one yet to come ? If so, the mes- 
senger is one of evil omen. If, in the healthiest region of our State, 
where no such fatal epidemic ever raged before, we have baen visited 
by a disease so destructive in its effects as the one described, what 
may we not look for next summer? This experience should teach us to 
be ever diligent in searching out the peculiarities of the materia 
medica, so as to be ready, when a new epidemic visits us, to apply 
the remedy and to know the similimum to the disease before us. Dr. 
Herring teaches us the result of his experience, that in all epidemic 
diseases there is what he calls the ** genus epidemicus,'' which points 
to the remedy, and that some one remedy will cure nearly all cases; 
and where this is once found there need be no fear that the disease 
would not be subdued. Different localities call for different reme- 
dies, as the ^^ genus epidemictis '' is not the same universally. No 
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sach general remedy was found for the epidemics of last fall, but 
each case was individualized and treated as if no other existed, f^er- 
haps no remedy was oftener called for than mere, cor.; and as far as 
reports have been received, the higher dilutions were most efficacious. 
Arsenicum succeeded well. We are unable to report fully concern- 
ing the experience of all the members of our County Society, as we 
had no committee on epidemics. 



ARTICLE XXI, 

Toxioologiaa Effects of BeUadonna. By E. P. K. Smith, M. D., of Auburn. 

On the 26th of July, 1865, 1 was summoned to attend Mr. New- 
comb, on Hulbert street. Auburn, aged 30 years. The patient was 
poisoned by drinking steeped belladonna leaves; at one o'clock, p. 
IL, he took a tiiblespoonful on leaving home for his business, which 
produced vomiting within thirty minutes after takiii^. Returning 
home, he took another tablespoonful of the same, about half-past 
one o'clock, p. m. Severe pain through temples, pain in eyeballs, 
pupils dilated, double vision, soreness of roots of hair foUcfwed. 

I was called to see him about G o'clock, p. m., the same day. 
Double vision continued, accompanied with soreness of throat, pulse 
100. Patient complained of vertigo, tottering, swinmodng of the 
bead as in a state of intoxication, a violent throbbing of the brain, 
dryness of lips and great thirst. 

I gave him coffee, heparsul. 

Next morning, (27th), patient called at my office. His eyes were 
sparkling, fixed, glistening and prominent. I gave him a dose of 
hyoscyamus. 

On the 28th, patient again called at my office. A fullness of head 
and soreness of throat attended him. I gave him another dose of 
hyoscyamus. 

Patient was cured in three days. 



Monday, January the 29th, 1866, 1 was called to attend Mrs. H., 
42 Clark street. Auburn. 

On the 20th, patient took a teaspoonful of Tilden's extract of 
belladonna, supposing it to be the tincture of rhubai'b. Vomited it 
up within thirty minutes after taking. 

On the 24th, she again took a teaspoonful of the same, and gave 
her child (four years of age) a teaspoonful also. The mother and 
child both were taken delirious within an hour, attended with double 
vision, dryness of throat, severe pain in stomach, nausea and desire 
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to vomit, cramp pains in stomach and bowels, and continued so 
through the day. Called an allopathic physician, tv4io administered 
caiomeL 

On the 25th double vision continued, and on the 26th suffered 
oppressive pain in the head. Dover's powders were given them by 
attending physician. On the 27th they were able to sit up. On the 
29th the mother again took a teaspoonful of Tilden's extract of bel- 
ladonna, but did not administer it to her child. After taking it, she 
breakfasted at the family table (at 8 o'clock, a. m., 29th), but threw 
her food up within a half hour after eating. 

I was called to attend her at 11 o'clock, A m., 29th. Symptoms 
were double vision, aching pain in eyes, throbbing and beating of 
temples, a blucish-redness of face, tongue parched, and dryness and 
burning of throat, tonsils inflamed, nausea and inclination to vomit, 
but entire inability to vomit. I examined her symptoms carefully, 
gave her hyoscyamus, and told her that the symptoms denoted 
poison by befladonna. At 10 a. m., January 30th, I called on patient, 
found her improved somewhat, but double vision continued. Her 
room was darkened (light was unendurable), pupils dilated, dryness 
of moulti, inflamed tonsils, pulse 90. On questioning her closely of 
what she had been taking, she replied: ^^J^oiMng but a tecutpoonful 
of tincture of rhubarb" I called for the bottle oontaining it, and it 
proved to be Tilden's extract of belladonna. 

I gave her coffee and heparsul, once in three hours. The patient 
was cured in 48 hours. 



ARTICLE XXII. 

Treatment of Diphtheria. Bj E. P. E. Smith, M. D., of Anbum, Cayuga Co., N. I. 

• In the treatment of from four hundred to five hundred cases of 
diphtheria, both the simple and malignant types, I have found the 
most efiicient and successful remedies to be, what I do not find laid 
down in the books, and what I would with great confidence com- 
mend to the notice of phj^sicians, namely: iodine and sulphuric acid, 
. The first dilution of iodine, five drops in a half tumbler of water; 
alternated with the first dilution of sulphuric acid, five drops in a 
half tumbler of water; once in two hours. 

My observations during thfe treatment of perhaps the last fifty 
cases of diphtheria, in which I have employed the remedies named, 
with the most happy and satisfactory results, have so favorably 
impressed me with the crowning merits of iodine and sulphuric acid, 
that I present the remedy to the consideration of physicians with 
unqualified confidence as a reliable specific; one that has in ;io single 
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instance disappointed my hopes; and among the cases I haye so 
treated, several have been of an alarmingly malignant type. 

I ha,ik administered protoiodide of mercury, and bin-iodide, 
arsenicum, nitric-acid, bryonia', antimonium cnid., lachesis, bellar 
donna, rhustoz, and others, with far less favorable results, and 
found them less efficient 

The iodine and sulphuric acid will clear off the membranous 
deposit in from twenty-four to thirty-six hours. 
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CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY HOMOEOPATHIC MEDICAL 

SOCIETY. 

ARTICLE XXIII. 

List of 0£ELoers, Delegates, Committees and Members, 1866. 

Officers. 

Dr. Cornelius Ormes- . Jamestown President. 

John T. Blakeney . Dunkirk ; Vice-President. 

Asa S. Couch Sec'y and Treasurer. 

Censors. 

Dr. E. L. Lakin Sherman Chautauqua county, 

George A. Hall . . Westfield do 

A. F. Ward Jamestown do 

R. J. Curtiss Mayville do 

F. p. Ormes Panama do 

Delegates to the State Homodopathic Medical Society. 

Dr. W. & Hedges Dr. George A. Hall. 

Committees. 
Drs. A. F. Ward, George A. Hall, R. J. Curtiss, Bureau for the 
Improvement of Materia Medica. 

3. T, Blakeney, George A. Hall, A. S. Couch, Clinical Medicine. 
Dr. C P. Graves, Diphtheria. 

A. SL Couch, Surgery. 

£. L. Lakin, Diseases of the Throat. 

J. T. Blakeney, Ulcers. 

F. D. <Jrmes, New Remedies. 

Members. 

Dr. Cornelius Ormes.. Jamestown Chautauqua county. 

W. S. Hedges do do 

A.F.Ward do do 

John T. Blakeney. Dunkirk do 

George A. Hall . - Westfield do 

R. J. Curtiss Mayville do 

F. D. Ormes Jamestown do 

Charles Parker Panama do 

E. L. Lakin Sherman do 

E. T. Brown Sinclearville do 

The annual meeting for the election of officers Js hetd on the 3d 
Thursday of June; other meetings at thej^all of the president, on 
the written request *of three members. 
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CHEMUNG COUNTY HOMCEOPATHIC MEDICAL 

SOCIETY. 

List of OfBcers, Delegates, Committees and Members, 1866. 

Officers elected December 12, 1865. • 

Dr, William S. Purdy Addison -President 

Orlando Groom . . Horseheads Vice-President. 

H. & Benedict Corning Sec'y and Treasurer. 

Censors. 

Dr, Edson M. French. Elmira Chemung county. 

Henry Say les do . do 

William Gulick , - Watkins J Schuyler county. 

N. B. Seeley Elmira Chemung county. 

Frank Tompkins . Havana Schuyler county. 

Delegate to the State Homoeojpathtc Medical Society.^ 
W. S, Purdy, 

CotnmUtees on Medical Topics. 
Dr, K R. Seeley, Theory and Practice of Medicine. 

Orlando Groom, Special Pathology and Therapeutics. . 

W. S. Purdy, Surgical Cases* 

H. Sayles, Diseases of Children. 

Frank Tompkins, Materia Medica. 

H. S. Benedict, Prevailing Epidemics. 

Wm'. GulTck, Obstetrics and Diseases of Women. 

CoiTcsponding Members. 

Dr, J. L. Corbin Athens Pennsy Ivania, • 

G. Z. Noble Dundee • Yates county. 

E- W. Rogers do do 

Members, 

Dr. T, W. Read Big Flats Chemung county. 

Henry Sayles Elmira do 

•P.W.Gray do ....: * do ' 

T. B. Sellin Watkinjs --,--- Schuyler county. 

Henry Sayles do do 

Edson M. French- do do 

K.N. Mills do do 

N. R. Seeley do ' do 

• ,___«.....«-«__«_____^_____ 

• Beoeased. 
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Dr. Wm. A. Whipping Millport Schuyler county, 

Orlando Groom . - Horseheads do 

Edwin W. Lewis - Watkins do 

William Gulick . - do - do 

C.B. Knight Tyrone do 

Frank Tompkins . Havana do 

William S. Purdy Addison -.-... Steuben county. 

H. S. Benedict Corning do 

J. L. Corbin Athens Pennsylvania. 

t 
The annual meeting is held on the second Tuesday of December; 

the semi-annual on the third Tuesday of June. 



ARTICLE XXIV. 

• Report of the CTiemiiTie Connty HomiQopathic Medical Society, oomprising: 

A. Proceedings of the Fifth Annual Meeting, held Decembei: 12, 1865. 

B. Proceedings of the Fifth Semi- Annual Meetii^, held Jme 19, 1866. 

A. 

• Pboceebings of the Fifth Aniojal Meeting. 

The fifth annual meeting of the Society was held at Dr. Seeley's 
office at Elmira, December 12, 1865. 

The meeting was called to order by the President. 

After calling the roll, the minutes of last meeting were read and 
approved. 

The secretaiy read several communications from Dr. H. M. Paine, 
secretary of ^;he State Society. 

Dr. E. W. Lewis read a paper on the homoeopathic treatment of 
goitre. 

Dr. Rogers having removed to Yates county, tfas elected a cor- 
responding member of this Society on motion of Dr. Groom. 

An interesting discussion followed upon several verbal reports of 
^ases from practice related by members present. 

A list of the officers elected is published on page 199. 

The meeting then adjourned. 

B. 

Proceedings of the Fifth Seih^ Annual Meeting. 

The fifth semi-annual meeting of the Society was held June 19, 
1866, at the office of Dr. Seeley, in Elmiraj the president, Dr. Purdy, 
in the chair. 

On calling the roll, eight members answered to their names. 

Drs. Rogers and Noble, of Dundee ; Corbin, of Athens, Pa.j and 
Cadmus, of Corning, were also present 

The minutes of last meeting were read and approved. 
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Drs. T, W. Read, of Big Platts, an3 C. B. Knight, of Tyrone, were 
unanimously elected members of the Society. 
• Dr. Seeley read an interesting report- of a case from practice. 

Verbal reports were presented by Drs. Rogers, Corbin, Gulick and 
Purdy. 

Subjects relating to the general interests of homoeopathy were 
discussed by the members and visitors present, after which the So- 
d^ adjourned to meet at Elmira, December 11, 1866. 



ARTICLE XXV. 

Baport on Clinicftl Medicine ; Oases of Small-poz. By II. S. BurBDiCT, M. D., of 

Comisg. 

Small-pox has prevailed as an epidemic in Corning and vicinity 

during the past winter and spring; indeed there has hardly been a 

day in the last six mouths, that I have hot observed a card on some 

door with the significant words, **no admittance." A numbei: of 

, deaths have occurred from the disease. 

Durifig the months of April and May, I treated more than twenty 
eases, some of which were the modified disease, or varioloid, but the 
Inajority genuine small-pox. Several were the confluent variety. All 
recovered. 

The treatment employed was aconite during the primary fever, 
with belladoiina for indications of brain disturbance. Emetic tart* 
was chiefly relied on after the eruption appeared until desiccation 
commenced. During the period of decline, thuja, with an occasional' 
dose of sulphur, was administered. In a few instances sore thfoat 
and ptyalism were relieved by mercurius. 

One cose in my own family was to my mind peculiar, both in the 
manner of attack and course of the disease. The patient, a young 
babe, born on the third of Mayj appeared perfectly well until the 
evening of the twelfth, when it began to moan and was restless 
during the night. On the following moi-ning, while dressing the 
child, the nurse called my attention to a pimple on its forehead* 
There had been no fever or gastric disturbance previous to the even- 
ing of the twelfth that was noticed by the nurse or myself. The 
appetite was good, the bowels regular, and all the functions, so far 
as I could discover, perfectly performed. Indeed, on the afteiiioon 
of the twelfth, the nurse remarked that the child appeared to be well. 
From the time of the occurrence of the eruption, there was intense 
heat of the surface with great restlessness and loss of appetite, which 
lasted until the eruption was fully established. The pimples first 
observed went through the different stages and were fully developed, 
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with the flattened umbilical appearance of genuine small-pox on the 
fourth day after the attack* 

Those upon the face were principally confined io the forehead and 
cheeks ; those upon the forehead becoming confluent. After these 
were fully formed, a second crop came out on the upper lip and chin, 
simultaneously with the eruption on both upper and lower limbs. It 
seemed to me a striking peculiarity, that the pustules last appearing 
on the face ran their course and the process of desiccation was nearly 
completed before the former ones began to assume the dry, brownish 
look of the matured pimple. In fact, those first appearing were 
among the last to heal and throw off their crusts. Wood says, 
** many of the pustules, instead of forming a regular scab, shrink 
away in consequence of absorption of the fluid .contained, and nothing 
but a pellicle of the cuticle is left which separates by desquamation." 
But these were fully formed and threw off scabs differing in no 
respect (except in their more diminutive size) from those which were 
longer in running their course. 

Authorities tell us that the primary fever with the usual violent 
symptoms lasts from three to five days- before the occurrence of 
the eruption, when the fever usually subsides, and, except for the 
eruption, the patient appears in all respects better. But here were 
no premonitory symptoms until a few hours prior to the occurrence 
of the eruption. 

As to the manner in which the disease was contracted, I am unable 
to answer the question to my own satisfaction. I find by referring 
to my book, that I did not visit a patient with small pox, on the day 
the child was born, the day before, nor the day after. May 5th, I 
visited a patient with varioloid. If the infection was. conveyed in 
my clothing, the disease must have been contracted at least two days 
after the child was born; the period of incubation, the primary symp- 
toms, and the appearance of the eruption all occupying but eight 
days. 

While it seems to be well established that the contagious principle 
will be retained in clothing a long time when confined, it is equally 
certain that it is easily dissipated in air so as to become inert, apd 
well authenticated instances are very rare in which the contagion hia 
been conveyed from one person to another by means of clothing. 

It is proper to state that the mother of the patient was very ill 
five days previous to her confinement. . She had fever . during the 
first three days with headache and constant violent pain in the back, 
and rejection of everything, even to a drink of water, taken into the 
stomach. None of the usual remedies seemed to affect her in the 
least. I attributed the symptoms at the time to her condition, and 
they in a great measure abated when labor commenced. She was in 
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labor about three hours, but was very weak for a number of days 
afterwards. 

Could she have had varioloid and the child contracted the disease 
from her? I do not offer an opinion, but leave the case to those 
more competent to judge. Wood says, ** the foetus in the womb is 
liable to be affected along with the mother, and it has been asserted 
that the effect has taken place when the mother herself was pro- 
tected." But that does not explain this case, if she had varioloid, 
for the child was not "affected with the mother " but ten or twelve 
days afterward. 

During the epidemic several cases came to my notice, of pei*sons 
who have had the operation for vaccination performed repeatedly 
without apparent effect, and yet have been exposed to the small-pox 
and have escaped the disease. I have a little daughter twenty-seven 
months old whom I have vaccinated six different times and failed to 
produce the usual sjnmptoms. She had no symptoms of small-pox, 
although she was with the infant constantly before the eruption 
appeared. She kissed it many times a day, and was in immediate 
contact with it a considerable portion of the time. 

A similar instance came under my observation at Havana, four 

weeks ago. Mrs. , a milliner, contracted the disease while in 

New York purchasing goods. Her father contracted the disease from 
her and was very ill for two weeks, but her little daughter, two years 
of age, was in the same room during their sickness and remained per- 
fectly well. Vaccination was attempted frequently without avail. 
'These, and other instances, seem to prove that those who are not sus- 
ceptible to the vaccine disease are not as liable as others to contract 
the small-pox. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



204 COLVUBU COUNTT UEDICAL S0CIB1T. 



COLUMBIA COUNTY HOMCEOPATHIC MED, SOCIETY. 
ARTICLE XXVL 

List of Officers, Delegates, Committees and Members. 

Officers elected October 4, 1865. 

Dr. T. T. Calkins Coxsackie President. 

W. H. Barnes Spencerto wn Vice-President. 

W. V. R. Blighton North Copake Secretary. 

Philip W. Mull... Ghent Treasurer. 

Censors. 

Dr. W. H. Barnes Spencertown .---... Columbia county. 

P. W. Mull Ghent.... do 

A. P. Cook Hudson do 

Delegates to the State Homoeopathic Medical Society. 
Drs. W. H. Barnes, P. W. Mull. 

Committees. 
Dr. W. R. V. Blighton, Diseases of Children. 

P. W. Mull, Surgical Cases. i 

J. S. Philip, Prevailing Epidemics. 

A. P. Cook, Obstetrics and Diseases of Women. 

J. F. Philip and W. H. BarneSj Cases from Practice. 

Members. 

Dr. Abijah P. Cook . . Hudson Columbia county. 

James F. Philip . . Claverack do 

Philip W. Mull... Ghent do 

W. H. Barnes Spencertown do 

T. T. Calkins Coxsackie ' Greene coun<y. 

J. S. Philip Catskill do 

Calkina Athens do 

The annual meeting is held on the first Tuesday of October; the 
semi-annual on the first Tuesday of May. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



DUTCHESS COITKTT UXDICAL 80CIETT. 205 



DUTCHESS COUNTY HOM(EOPTHIC MEDICAL 

SOCIETY. 

ABTICLE XXVII. 

list of Officers, Delegates, Committees and Members, 1866. 
Officers elected November 30, 1865. 
Dr. Federal Vanderburgh, Rhinebeck, Pryident. 
Jesse F. Merritt, Staatsburgh, Vice-President. 
John Hornby, Poughkeepsie, Secretary and Treasurer. 

Censors. 
Dr. John Hornby, Poughkeepsie, Dutchess county. 
Asa IJall, do do 

Ephraim Case, Clinton Corners, do 

Delegates to the State Homoeopathic Medical Society, 
Dr. John Hornby, Dr. Federal Vanderburgh. 

Committees. 
Dr. F. Vanderburgh, Theory and Practice of Medicine. 
Benjamin Lansing, Special Pathology and Therapeutics. 
Ephraim Case, Materia Medica. 
Jesse F. Merritt, Prevailing Epidemics. 
John Hornby, Medical Treatment of Surgical Cases. 
Ernst Hoffman, diseases Peculiar to Women and Children. 

^ Honorary Member. 
Dr. H.M. Paine Albany, N. Y. 

Members. 

Dr. Federal Vanderburgh Rhinebeck, Dutchess county. 

George Lorillard do 'do 

Ernst Hoffman Poughkeepsie, do 

John Hornby do do 

Ephraim Case Clinton Corners, do , 

Jesse F. Merritt Staatsburgh, . do 

Benjamin Lansing Hyde Park, do 

The annual meetings is held on the first Tuesday in October ; the 
semi-annual oil the first Tuesday in April. * 
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ERIE COUNTY HOMCEOPATHIC MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

List of OfOoers, Bel^iates and Members. 

Officers elected^ January 3, 1866. 

Dr. A. R. Wright of Buffalo President 

R R Gregg do Vice-President. 

H. N. Martin --,v. do Sec'y and Treasurer. 

Censors. 

Dr. R R. Gregg of Buffalo ., Erie county. 

L. M. Kenyon do do 

A. C. Hoxsie do do 

G.W.Lewis do do 

L. Bedford do db 

Delegates to the State Homoeopathic Medical Society. 
Dr. G. W. Lewis, Dr. A. R Wright, 

A. S. Hinckley, A. H. Beers. 

Members. 
Dr. Geo. W. Lewis, No. 133 Pearl street, Buffalo. 

H. C. Blanchard, No. 297 Washington street, Buffalo. 

A. H. Beers, Buffalo. 

A. Shattuck, No. 41 So. Division street, Buffalo. 

A. S. Hinkley, No. 22 So. Division street, Buffalo. 

A. R Wright, No. 35 Swan street, Buffiilo. 

L. M. Kenyon, No. 45 Mohawk street, Buffalo. , 

R R Gregg, No. 237 Washington street, Buffalo. 

J. W. Wallace, No, 17 Niagara street, Buffalo. 

A. C. Hoxsie, No. 35 Swan street, Buffalo. 

L. Bedford, No. 6 So. Division street, Buffalo. 

H. N. Martin, No. 5 Erie street, Buffalo. 

J. A. Compton, White's Corners, Erie county. 

G. C. Hibbard, Springville, Erie county. 
The annual meeting for the election of officere is held on the first 
Wednesday in October. Regular quarterly meetings on the first 
Wednesday of April, July, October and' Jatiuary. Monthly meet- 
ings are also held on the first Wednesday of each month, from Octo- 
ber to April. 
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ARTICLE XXVIII. 

Report of the Erie County Hoinoeo|Mitbic Medical Society, comprising: 

A. Proceedings of the Annual Meeting, held January 4th, 1865. 

B. Proceedings of a Regular Meeting, held March 8th, 1865. 

C. Proceedings of a Regular Meeting, held July 6th, 1865. 

D. Proceedings of a Regular Meeting, held October II th, 1865. 
By the Secretary, H. N. Mabtik, M. D., Buffalo, N. Y. ^ 

A. 

Pbogeedinos of the Annual Meeting. 

The annual meeting of the Society was held January 4, 1865, at 
the office of Dr. A. S. Hinkley. Dr. J. W. Wallace, vice-president, 
in the chair. 

Present. — Drs. A. Shattuck, A. H. Beers, S. Z. Haven, L. M. 
Eenyonj A. S. Hinkley and George W. Lewis. 

Minutes of last meeting read and' approved. 

After listening to the annual report of the treasurer, the Society 
proc-eeded to the election of officers for the ensuing year. The bal- 
lot resulted as follows, viz: 

Dr. J. W. Wallace . . . Buffalo President. 

A. R. Wright do .. ..i.... Vice-President. 

A. Shattuck do Sec'y and Treasurer. 

Censors. 
Dr. L. M. Kenyon. Dr. A. H. Beers. 

A. C. Hoxie, ' A. S. Hinkley. 

Dr. S. L. Havens. 

The treasurer was ordered to pay the amount due from this 
Society to the State Treasurer. 

On motion of Dr. Havens, a committee consisting of Drs. Havens 
and Kenyon were appointed to make inquiries about obtaining suit- 
able rooms for the use of the Sofciety, in the Young Men's Associa- 
tion building. 

Dr. Havens reported the successful treatment of an interesting 
case of "typhus gravior." 

Dr. Lewis reported a case of ** masturbation," the patient being 
only fifteen months old; the Doctor made such explanations as satis- 
fied the Society as to the correctness of the diagnosis. 

Dr. Kenyon gave notice that he should move an amendment of 
section 1 of article 5 of by-laws, at the next regular meeting. 

The meeting then adjourned to March 8th, 1865. 

B. 

Pbocbedinos of a Begulaq Meeting held March 8th, 1865. 
A regular meeting of the Society was held at the office of Dr. H. 
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C. Blanchard, March 8th, 1865; the president, Dr. J. W. Wallace, 
in the chair. 

Present. — ^Drs. Shattuck, Kenyon, Wright, Blanchard and Hoxsie. 

Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 

Dr. Kenyon moved that section 1st of article 5 of the ty-laws be 
80 amended as to read '^The regular meetings of the Society shall 
take place on the first Wednesday in January, April, July and Octo- 
ber of each year.'* 

The vote was unanimous in favor of the amendment. 

The committee on rooms reported ^' that no suitable rooms could 
be obtained in the Young Men's Association building." 

The report was accepted and the committee discharged. 

Adjourned to July 5th,. 1865. 

c. 

Proceedings of a Regui^ab -Meeting, held JuIjT Sth, 1865. 

The Society held a regular meeting at the office of Dr. Kenyon, 
July 5th, 1865, the president, Dr. Wallace, in the chair. 

Present — ^Drs. Shattuck, Beers, Wright, Gregg and Hoxsie. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and adopted. 

Drs. H. N. Martin and Lyman Bedford were admitted to member- 
ship. 

A communication was received from Dr. Lewis Dodge, formerly a 
member of this Society, of T^hich the following is a copy: 

*' Buffalo, July Sth, 1865. 
JErze County Horn, Med, Society: 

I regret my action, in and connection with the publication of the 
pamphlet entitled 'Dermopathic Treatment of Acute and Chronic 
Diseases.' I also hereby respectfully resign my membership in your 
Society. Your obedient servant, 

Lewis Dodge, *M. D." 

The communication from Dr. Dodge was accepted, and the follow- 
ing preamble and resolutions adopted : 

Whereas, Dr. Lewis Dodge has, in a communication addressed to 
this Society, expressed his regrets for his action in and connection 
with the publication of a discreditable work entitled ** Dermopathic 
Treatment of Diseases,''* and has in said communication tendered his 
resignation of membership, therefore 

Resolved, That Dr. Lewis Dodge be restored to membership with 
this Society. 

Resolved, That the ** Homoeopathic Medical Society of the County 
of Erie " accept the resignation of Dr. Lewis Dodge. • 

Resolved, That the secretary transmit a copy of the preamble and 
resolutions, passed at this meeting by the Society, relating io his 
case, to Dr. Lewis Dodge. 
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Dr. Gregg made some remarks on the peculiar action of buck- 
wheat npon the human system, and after some discussion by different 
members upon the subject, Dr. Bedford was invited to procure the 
article, so that the Society may obtain a proving of it. 

Adjourned to October 11th, 18G5. 

D. 

Proceedings op a Quartebly Meeting held at the Office of 
Dr. Shattuck, Oct. 11th, 1865. 

The Society met at the office of D/*. Shattuck, October 11th, 1865, 
the President, Dr. Wallace, in the chair. 

Present-7-Drs. Shattuck, Kenyon, Wright, Lewis and Martin. 

The minutes of the last regular meeting were read and adopted. 

No^special business being before the Society, a general discussion 
arose on matters connected with medicine. 

Dr. Kenyon made a verbal report of the use of " sanffuis draconia " 
in a case of chronic diarrhoea, with excellent results, where the ordi- 
nary course of treatment had failed. 

Dr. Wright made a verbal report of a case of menstrual erysipelas 
of the right side of the head and face, cured with stramonium. 

The Society then adjourned to Jaiyiary 3d, 1866. 



ARTICLE XXIX. 

Synopsis of an Unpublished Work on Consumption and Kindred Maladies. By Rollut 
R. Gebgg, M. D., of Buffalo. 

The want of a system of patholog}'-, based upon an absolute know- 
ledge of the actual causes of the various diseased ccnditions to which 
humanity is subject, and therefore the better adapted to the thera- 
pentic^' of homoeopathy, must have long been felt by all classes of 
practitioners of the homoeopathic school. 

In vain do we search for anything satisfactory under this head in 
the pathological doctrines and teachings of the old .or allopathi© 
school, for next to nothing is found there about causes of disease but 
assum^ions and conclusions that are often so vague, irrational and 
contradictory, as to stamp them upon their face as abounding in 
error, excepting the bare fact, settled centuries since, that some dis- 
eases are hereditary, others contagious, some infectious, others mias- 
inatic, and still others epidemic, etc. Neither do we find that much 
progress has yet been made in this direction in our own school. No 
advance in fact, except what little has resulted from Hahnemann's 
discovery of the three morbific poisons or taints, namely, psora, 
syphilis and sycosis, as the foundation of much chronic and some 
[Assem. No. 190.] 14 . n ^ 
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acate disease.* Yet these are but very imperfectly understood even 
now after so much discussion has been had concerning them ; for no 
one appears to have hitherto ascertained upon what class of tissues 
these taints seat internally, or how they act thereon to produce the 
multitude and variety of diseases and sufferings which they do. 

It was this pressing want, which I constantly experienced in my 
daily professional walk, that first led me into a series of investiga- 
tions in the direction in question, though without originally design- 
ing to pursue these beyond the bounds assigned by ray individual 
practice. ' But the research once begun continued each day to open 
a broader anc] more extended field, until, even before I was fully 
aware of it, I had assembled and digested a mass of facts and results, 
BO important and far reaching, that they could no longer be neglected 
in themselves or separated from the still higher results to which it 
was already apparent these unerringly pointed. It was not nntil 
then that I first formed the purpose of extending ray efforts beyond 
my original limit, and of reducing to a system that which I had at 
first deemed only fragmentary and detached. It was not without 
some surprise therefore that I saw the facts I had accumulated, and 
the necessary deductions which naturally flowed from these ai*ran<i;e 
and classify themselves into a system for one fruitful class of diseases,* 
namely, the tuberculous and its numerous kindred maladies whose 
foundation rests upon nature herself. 

Thus urged forward by the novelty of my discoverJes, so entirely 
aside of anything contained in existing medical libmries, I resolved 
to embody the results of my labors in a volume for the profession, 
to be entitled, *^ Oonsumption, and its nnmerous Jcindired maladies^ 
shown to result from a loss of albumen by the mucous meinbranef and 
their cures traced and defined through homosopathic treatment, ^^ which 
volume will cover no ground hitherto occupied by the medicjil pub- 
lications of any school. That work is now mcdnly ready for thb 
press, but still there is much yet to be done to it; aud as I can only 
give to that duty the time I ca;n command, hi the midst of a daily 
active practice t)f my profession, it may be a considerable time 
before I shall have the manuscript entirely arranged and completed. 

In the meantime I submit to the profession the following synopsis 
of some of the most prominent features of the book. By this the 
professional reader will see, at least in part, what is claimed as new 
in medical discoveries in the direction in question ; and if any shall 
object that proofs do not accompany the assertions here contained, 
all such are respectfully assured that in the work itself such proofs 
shall b^ furnished in most ample detail. 

It may be added that the book was copyrighted over one year 
since, in the expectation of its going to press ere this ; but owing to 
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the unforeseen delays above referred to, it still lacks something of 
completion. 

SYNOPSIS. 

In the summer of 1854, while treating a case of phthisis pulmo- 
nalis, iu the incipient stage, I had my attention attracted by one 
symptom or feature of it, which interested me deeply, and which 
has proved to be the foundation of two series of what I regard as 
important discoveries in pathological science, that I have since made. 
This symptom or feature of the case, was as follows: The patient, a 
lady of 33 years, who had, for the most part, a dry hacking cough, 
with chronic sore throat and irritability of the lungs, would occar 
sionally have severe paroxysms of coughing, and expectorate there- 
by a transparent gelatinous mass, sometimes as large as a medium 
sized marble, though irregular in form, and of sufficient consistence 
to maintain its shape wholly, or in part, for some little time after it 
was expectorated, and would then flatten down upon, the surface on 
which it was placed. In case of failing to raise this, the patient 
stated that she would have a continued sensation *'here," placing 
her hand over the bifurcation of the trachea, as though there was 
something lodged there that she wished to detach and eject. This 
would >excite considerable more cough than it was common for her 
to have, when finally, though sometimes not until after several days, 
she would detach and expectorate a mass of the size of a small pea, 
or less, of cheesy-looking substance, bearing every appearance of 
crade tubercle, and this would terminate the increased irritation that 
its presence there created. The expectoration of the transparent 
mass, or failing in this, the increased irritation in the trachea, and 
fiual ejection of the substance resembling crude tubercle, which 
always terminated the additional cough, constituted a marked feature 
of her case until many of the other symptoms had nearly disap- 
peared in the progress of her cure. 

Reasoning upon these facts, in the connection here presented, I 
naturally assumed a relation between the transparent masses named 
and the more hardened ejected pellets. I concluded that the former, 
the transparent masses, must be the blastema of tubercle, within and 
from which the tuberculous corpuscles were organized; and that the 
latter or hardened pellets were aggregatipns of tuberculous corpus- 
cles, comprising the residue of the former after the supposed 
organic change, and the removal by evaporation or absorption, one 
or both — lying as the masses did in contact with the inner and free 
surface of the trachea — of the water which constituted so large a 
portion of the entire bulk of the original mass. 
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A starting point thus once obtained, I pursued the investigation 
carefully through the succeeding five years in every case of phthisis 
proper and catarrh so-called, that I came in contact with, until I met 
with so many similar cases which furnished repetitions and confirma- 
tions of the above order of facts, that I embodied the conclusions at 
which I had then arrived, namely, that all tuberculous deposits were 
the result of a perverted secretion of the mucous membranes, aris- 
ing in consequence of an irritation and abrasion of their free sur- 
faces, in a pamphlet entitled ** Phthisis Pulmonalis, or Consumption 
shown to be the result of a perverted secretion of the mucous mem- 
branes, and its cure established by homoeopathic remedies, under the 
law of * Similia Similibus Curanter." " This pamphlet was published 
in 1859, and with it the profession have become somewhat familiar. 
It embraced much more it is true than above indicated; as for 
instance, the announcement of my discovery, that boils and carbun- 
cles are the result of tuberculoui^ deposits in the cellular .tissue of 
the muscular system; and the further announcement of my discovery 
of the law of metastasis, besides other original matter which need 
not be mentioned here; in short it compassed my first series of dis- 
coveries in the great field of tuberculous diseases. 

After the publication of the pamphlet, I pursued a systematic 
course of observations upon all the other mucous membranes, no 
less than upon that of the air passages, to ascertain if they all alike 
furnished the perverted secretion in question. True it was implied 
in that treatise that they did, but this position was taken more from 
a knowledge that the anatomical structure of all mucous membranes 
was alike, that their physiological functions were similar, and that 
like action upon like animal tissues must result similarly, and also 
from a few cases actually seen, than it was from any axtended series 
of observations I had then made. Now, however, I have had such 
observations, and they have fully confirmed what I then partially 
assumed, and have furnished cases by which the fact has been estab- 
lished by the most positive proof, that all the mucous membranes, 
except that of the* liver — and this by analogy — pour out from their 
free surfaces, when these are abraded, the transparent gelatinous 
mass, or what I then termed primitive tuberculous matter. And 
furthermore, 'that where this was thrown oflT in any considerable 
quantity by any, of the mucous membranes, there were always more 
or less marked symptoms of tuberculosis, or some one of its kindred 
maladies attending such discharge. 

The next points to settle, were the chemical and phj'siological 
characters of this perverted secretion. Its pathological nature I 
thought I had already settled, as above shown. Well, in the course 
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of a year or more spent upon this subject, in research and compari- 
son, I settled the fact conclusively in my own mind, in the year 1861, 
that such secretion, as well as all abnormal secretions of mucus, or 
other outpourings from any of the mucous membranes, which result 
from an irritation or abrasion of the free surfaces thereof, are always 
either pure albumen, or albuminous in character; that the albumen 
so discharged, comes directly from that which should be held in the 
fluid percolating the interstices of the tissues, composing those 
membranes; and that its ultimate, and only source, is in the blood. 
The point being settled, then, that the perverted secretion, which 
I made the basis of tubercle, in the pamphlet, was none other than 
albumen, or, at least, albuminous in character, it was clear, of course, 
that this secretion was not, itself, primitive tubercle, or nascent 
tuberculous matter, nor, indeed, the pabulum of tubercle, in any 
proper sense df the term, as I had claimed. Since, from all that we 
now know, it would be impossible for corpuscular bodies, or other 
I organic structures, to be developed within, and from albumen lying 
I upon the free surface of any membrane, as tissues have been sup- 
I posed to be developed, each out of its own peculiar blastema. 
I Though if the transparent, gelatinous outpourings in question had 
I been the blastema of tubercle, as I then supposed, it was clear that 
tuberculous corpuscles would organize in and from them; and herein 
is exposed an error I committed, in assuming so direct a connection 
between the two, and which, in its appropriate place, I shall fully 
! correct. But, that such transparent secretion, or as I now know 
I more definitely, the loss of albumen, was in some way the cause of 
tuberculous diseases, was confirmed to me in every case I met, and 
by subsequent research, I ascertained how it acted as such cause, as 
we shall soon see. 
The manner in which this loss of albumen is sustained, I found to 
I be as follows: In the first place, the -mucous membranes — for they 
I all act alike in this respect — always secrete more or less albumen, 
along with the mucus seoretions, when they are un<^er simple irrita* 
i tioa or inflaramjition,, and when either or both of these conditions 
I have progressed to that point, whence results an abrasion of their 
I free surfaces, or in other words, when these surfaces have been 
stripped of their epithelial covering, the interstices in the membrane 
are uncapped, or opened, and the albumen that naturally exists 
therein flows out, and is carried away, incorporated or not, as the 
case may be, with other unnatural, or with the natural discharges, 
from the organ in which it takes place.' The continued presence of 
successive portions of albumen, in those interstitial spaces being 
necessarily required there for nutritious purposes, more of it is 
poured out into them from the blood, and mostly wasted — nutrition 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



214 £BIE OOUNTT MEDICAL SOCIETY. ' 

would undoabtedly seize upon some of it as it was passing through 
— in like manner to the preceding, and this succeeded by more, 
which is lost, and so on, until the abrasion is healed, or death termi- 
nates the case. 

Here, then, it will be seen, we have a rational basis for the patho- 
logy of Bright's disease of the kidneys, always hitherto m doubt 
It explains, clearly, the manner in which albumen escapes from the 
blood through the mucous membrane, into the uriniferous tubules, 
in this disease, where it is dissolved and washed away in the urine, 
when we have what is called albuminuria. And as all the other 
mucous membranes lose albumen in a similar manner, that is, as a 
result of irritation, inflammation and abrasion — either and all — of 
their free surfaces, all such diseases of these, are more or less kindred 
to Bright's disease of the kidneys. For instance, phthisis pulmo- 
nalis, in all its catarrhal symptoms, from the commeifcement to the 
close of the disease, is kindred to Bright's disease in this respect, 
namely, that the mucous lining of the bronchial tubes, in consequence 
of the irritation, inflammation, or abrasion of its free surface — these 
conditions of that membrane always existing in all stages of phthisis 
— loses or wastes albumen from the blood, the same that the similar 
lining of the uriniferous tubules does in albuminuria. That is, the 
albumen, in such cases, is aeci^eted by the irritated or inflamed por- 
tions of the membrane, and leaked through those parts of it abraded 
of its epithelium, into the bronchial tubes, when it is coughed up, 
mingled more or less with other expectorated matters, and there 
found by its chemical tests, and always in abundance, in viscid, thick 
and adhesive expectoration. And I repeat, the loss of albumen goes 
on in phthisis^ in this way, in greater or less pro2)ortion, from the 
very first catarrhal discharge from the nostHls, or any of the other 
passages lined with mucous membrane^ which show chronic disturbance 
in the incipient stage of the malady, all the way through the differerd 
stages to the close of life, only the greater the amount of mucus dis- 
charge from the lungs, and the greater the quantity of other mucus 
discharges in ajay stage, the greater will be the loss of albumen. 
Finally, all the other chronic, and all the acute diseases, which have 
their primary seat upon any of the mucous membranes, or irritate or 
abrade these in their course, waste albumen from the blood, and in 
this respect may be said to be kindred to albuminuria. 

The fact once established in my mind, then, that the transparent 
gelatinous secretion, spoken of in my pamphlet, and to which refer- 
ence is here made, was albuminous in character, and that all the 
albumen lost through the mucous membranes, in the ways above de- 
scribed, diminished the amount of this constituent of the blood, by 
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SO much /marked the commencement of a second series of discoveries 
that I have niftde, which is far moi*e important than the first, and 
opened a field for pathological research, that bids fau* to be at least 
equal, if not greatly superior, to any other that has ever hitherto 
engaged the attention of the profession. It was clear to me that 
that proportion among the constituents of the blood, which nature 
had caused to be produced, and hence necessarily required in order 
to make it a nutritious fluid, was destroyed by such loss, and that 
the remaining constituents, namely: water, blood-corpuscles, haema- 
tio, fibrin, fatty matters, salts, and extractive matters, would each be 
left relatively in excess, in the circulation, in the ratio they must 
bear to each other and to albumen, in perfect blood. To make this 
point more clear, I here insert the following table of the proportions 
of the principal constituents of the blood, in 1,000 parts, taken from 
the most accredited authorities: 

Albumen ....l 70.00 

Water 403.00 

Blood-corpuscles 512.00 

Fibrin 2.20 

Fatty matters 1.30 

Salts 6.03 

Extractive matters. 5.47 — 1000.00 



# 



The proportion of the blood-corpuscles, here given, is not that of 
their dried residue, of course, as they are generally rendered in the 
books, but represents the gross amount of them in the circulation, in 
their natural state, holding within their cell walls the requisite quan- 
tity. of water *to enable them to suitably perform their functions; and 
in them, it must not be forgotten, is included all the haematin, or 
coloring matter of the blood, which is 7.5 parts in 1000 parts of 
blood. 

According to this table, then, if one ounce of albumen is lost from 
the blood, we have above 13 ounces of the other constituents, colleo- 
tively, left in a relative excess in the circulation; or in other words, 
there would be wrought in this way, a complete destruction of over 
14 ounces of blood — ^including the ounce of albumen — for any and 
all purposes of normal nutrition; and yet this is^ a view of this sub« 
ject which appears never before to have been taken. To go into 
details we find the following: The loss of one ounce of albumen, 
would leave a relative excess in the circulation of nearly six ounces 
of the water of the serum, over' seven ounces of blood-corpuscles, 15 
grains of fibrin, nearly nine grains of fatty matters, over 41 grains of 
salts, and above 37 grains of extractiv.e matters. 

That none of this excess of any of these constituents, can be used 
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in normal nutrition, and hence that all of such excess is now foreign 
matter, in the blood, was equally as clear to me as that the loss of 
any portion of any one of them, would destroy that proportion 
among them all, which nature, with so much care, had established; 
though that some of them are employed in abnormal nutrition I soon 
^ learned. Then if their excess caunot be used it must be cast out of 
the circulation, for with a continual daily supply of all of them, albu- 
men included, to the blood, by digestion, in the proper relative pro- 
portion of each, with a portion of the latter being daily lost, and 
none of the excess of the remaining ones consumed in nutrition, it 
can be plainly seen that, if not expelled, so great an accumulation of 
these would soon take place, that the whole circulatory system 
would be distended to th4 extent of rupture, and death speedily 
ensue. Instead of matters proceeding to this extp«mity, however, I 
shall be able to show that such excess is generally expelled from 
the blood vessels, by secretion, etc., through every avenue of escape 
which nature can command, thus avoiding what would otherwise 
necessarily result in a much earlier fatal termination. 

The manner in which the surplus portions of those constituents 
named as left in excess, is deposited within, or ejected from the sys- 
tem, and the varied and remarkable symptoms and diseases of which 
they are the cause, when so deposited, or while teing expelled,J[ 
here give in brief, to indicate something of the character of my 
second series of discoveries, as these, together with their proofs, will 
be exhibited in my forthcoming work. For instance, I feel compe- 
tent to demonstrate that, the *^ night sweats " of consumption and 
other kindred diseases, and the dropsical effusions of these, when 
they occur, and also of Bright's disease of the kidneys, are all the 
result of the excess of water, left iathe blood by loss of albumen, 
which water nature throws off in these several ways, to get it out of 
the circulation; that all tuberculous corpuscles, so called, are noth- 
ing more nor less than the excess of blood-corpuscles, left by loss of 
albumen, these being decolorized, by a special process, and through 
this and other agencies changed into tuberculous corpuscles, as we 
shall soon see ; that the petechial or purpureal spots of malignant 
diseases and that ephelides or freckles, and other discolorations of 
the cutaneous surface, arising from diseased action, come from the 
hsematin, which is rejcased from the surplus corpuscles, and then 
deposited in the skin; that fibrous tumors, abnormal adhesions, etc., 
arise from an excess of fibrin in the blood; that fatty deposits, fatty 
tumors, and the like, come from an excess of fatty matters, in conse- 
quence of a loss of albumen; that calculus concretions or deposits, 
whether about the joints, or in the cavities or passages of internal 
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organs, and also lithinsis or gravel, come from an excess of the salts 
left in the blood by the same cause; and, lastly, that many morbid 
growths and tumors, besides fibrous and fatty tumors, may arise 
from the matter which nourishes them being left in excess in the 
blood, by a loss of albumen. 

Or to descend more into detail, we find the following, taking the 
constituents of the blood in the order just named in the table, pass- 
ing over albumen, of course, as the one constituent which is lost. 
The water of the serum, then, first presents for consideration. The 
loss of one ounce of albumen, leaves, as we have just seen, nearly six 
ounces of wa^er in excess, which reduces the specific gravity of the 
serum, makes the blood more watery as it is called, that is, leaves a 
relative excesa of water in the circulation in comparison with the 
coagulable matter remaining therein, after the loss of albumen has 
been sustained. The Teduction of the specific gravity of the serum, 
necessarily excites the law of endosmosis to^ greater activity than is 
natural, throughout the whole capillary system, by which the excess 
of water, or at least, a greater portion than in health, of the now less 
dense serum, is, generally, first expelled through the walls of the 
superficial capillaries inta the interstitial spaces of tissues outside of 
those vessels, and from these spaces, through the same, or other 
agencies, this water is next removed, in the majority of such cases, 
through external or internal surfaces, to get rid of it from among the 
living tissues, or from the system entire, as the case may be. The 
results of such expulsion are various. In the first instance, the excess 
of water is thrown off by increased secretions of urine, causing what 
ia sometinxes called diabetes insipidus, or through the skin in in- 
creased daily perepiration; or through both the skin and the kid- 
neys, as the forces impelling it may direct. When the system fails 
to accomplish the expulsion of this excess of water, by these means, 
the patient next suffers from ** night-sweats " — which are thus shown 
to be beneficial^ under the circumstances, rather than injurious — and 
sometimes from watery diarrhoea. And, lastly, when nature finally 
fails in all these efforts at self-preservation, we then find this water 
accumulating in the cellular tissue of the muscular system, there 
causing anasarca or general dropsy, or it is poured out into some of 
the serous cavities, causing ascites, hydrothorax, hydropericardium, 
or hydrocephalus, according to the cavity into which it is excreted. 
Of course there is not, and cannot be, an entire uniformity in these 
several results, in all persons' systems, suffering from a loss of albH- 
mcn, any* more than there is in an identity of all the several cases of 
any other class of diseases, in all individuals. Again, according to 
my observations, it is only in a small minority of the cases, that all 
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the surplus water is expelled from the vessels, as fast as it is brought 
into excess, for in the great majority of such cases, a small portion of 
it, at least, seems to be retained, thus causing the blood to be too 
watery, during all the time the waste of albumen is going on. That 
portion of the excess of water retained, is, generally, more marked 
in Bright's disease, than in any other derangement where albumen is 
lost, foi' the reason that in this malady the kidneys are so much dis- 
eased as to interfere with, or so far interrupt the excretion of water 
by them, that not nearly as much of this is thrown off by urination 
as naturally should be, which of itself would be the means of too 
much wafer being retained in the blood, even if there was no dis- 
charge of albumen. But when we come to add to this, the relative 
excess of water left by such discharge, none of whiqh is or can be 
ejected through the kidneys, in many such cases, we have much more 
serious results than could otherwise occur, and among these are the 
early dropsical effusions which wee so common in albuminuria and so 
alarming to both the patient and physician, and which would not 
arise so soon, but for this fact. 

Next in order occur the blood-coiyusdes. These, like all other 
cells endowed with vital activity, have a definite period of existence; 
therefore new ones are constantly being produced within the system 
to supply the place of those that are as constantly undergoing natu- 
ral decay. The language of Virchow is explicit in regard to these, 
facts. He says : ** But we are also all agreed upon this point, that 
the blood is one of those changeable constituents of the body whose 
cellular elements possess no durability, and with regard to which 
everybody assumes that they perish and are replaced by new ones, 
which in their turn are doomed to annihilation." Of course, produc- 
tion and decay of the blood-corpuscles must keep exact pace with 
each other in healthy blood to ensure the continued presence at all 
times of the proper proportion of corpuscles, or cells, to the other 
constituents. On the contrary, in diseased action, the loss of oi^e 
ounce of albumen, as I have before stated, would leave seven ounces 
of blood-corpuscles in excess in the blood vessels ; and I propose to 
demonstrate in my forthcoming publication that a great portion of 
this excess' of blood-corpuscles becomes tuberculous corpuscles, and 
that tuberculous corpuscles proper have no other origin but this; 
while those of the excess of blood-corpuscles, not changed to tuber- 
culous corpuscles, are entirely broken down and cast out of the 
system. 

True, the blood-corpuscles, or all but a very small portion of them, 

• are red, while the tuberculous^5orpuscles ar^ yellowish white — facts 

of which no one is more thoroughly aware than myself, as the labor 
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and research which the discovery of the change of the former into 
the latter cost me fully demonstrates. 

That I have not failed to give this branch of my subject due con- 
sideration, the few following facts furnished here from the great • 
number which I have accumulated for my work will indicate. While 
the specific gravity of the serum is reduced by the loss therefrom of 
albumen, and this excites to increased activity the law of endosmosis 
upon the capillaries, directing the greater part of the surplus water 
outwardly through the walls of these with the results I have named; 
when speaking of the disposal of the excess of water, this law, at the 
I same time and from the same cause, is necessarily excited to action 
upon the corpuscles, directing a portion of the excess of water in- 
toardly through the enveloping membrane of these little bodies, 
their contents being essentially of the same specific gravity as that 
I of the serum in the natural state of each; therefore when the specific 
I gravity of the latter is reduced, and while the contents of the former 
remain nearer the natrural density, a portion of the excess of water, 
under the direction of endosmosis, must pass through the membrane 
constituting the cell wall, from the less dense serum into the more 
dense contents of the corpuscles, and in doing so, produces in them 
I . certain characteristic and specific results. These results are in short 
as follows: In the first instance, the corpuscles are distended by the 
I accumulation of water within them by which their natural disk shape 
! is destroyed, and they are expanded to tjie globular form ; and if 
I this is carried on rapidly. and to an extreme, as it sometimes is in 
acute diseases where albumen is rapidly abstracted from the blood 
by diseased mucous membranes, as for instance in some ca^es of 
I scarlet fever, small-pox, measles, diphtheria, typhoid fever, etc., a 
I great many, perhaps all, of the excess of corpuscles are entirely de- 
I sttoyed, Ihe cell wall being so distended as to be ruptured, and let 
I out their contents, globulin and hsematin, into the serum; this being 
the cause of that condition of the blood in which it is said to be in a 
dissolved state. If, on the other hand, albumen is lost more i^owly 
I through the mucous surfaces, as it generally is in phthisis and other 
tuberculous diseases, most of those corpuscles which are afiected in 
consequence are less extremely distended; therefore they are not 
ruptured, but have their coloring washed or dissolved out of them 
into the serum in the process of distention. This leaves them, in 
external appearance at least, similar to the natural colorless corpus- 
cles of the blood; that is, the globulin is Jeft within the cell mem- 
brane of the corpuscles, and this in its pure state after the hssmatin 
is taken out, being yellowish white when concentrated — ^the same 
color as tuberculous corpuscles— or nearly transparent when partially 
dissolved, as it is when the corpuscles are distended with«water to 
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the globular form, we have these presenting every appearance, ex- 
ternally, of the natural, colorless corpuscles. It is evidently the 
middle-aged and older corpuscles, and those naturally the weakest 
' constructed, that are most affected in the above-named process — the 
two latter, that is the weakest and the older ones, being probably 
mostly if not wholly broken down and dissolved in the operation, 
thus enabling the system to cast them out of the circulation by ex- 
cretion; while the middle-aged ones beiqg much more difficult to 
destroy, are so changed that they become tuberculous corpuscles, 
and the younger cells resist the effects of a diluted serum, and are 
kept in greater or loss perfection to perform those functions for 
which the red corpuscles were created and without which death must 
be immediate. 

As those distended and decolorized blood-corpuscles that are 
destined to become tuberculous corpuscles are still retained as 
organized bodies or cells within the vessels — there being no aper- 
tures in the coats of either the arteries, capillaries or veins through 
which they can be ejected ; and as their numbers are constantly in- 
creasing, in all cases of tuberculous diseases, from the continued loss 
of albumen leaving in excess, successive portions of the corpuscles, 
which must undergo the same changes that the preceding had under- 
gone; and as all of these must be utterly incapable in their changed 
state of properly performing any of those functions which the red 
corpuscles were created to perform, it is evident that some method 
or methods must soon be adopted by whi<?h the general circulation 
of these now useless and foreign bodies may be intercepted. If not, 
their unceasing accumulation would shortly bring them into such 
excess that the water of the serum could not float them, so readily is 
the greater portion of the excess of the latter expelled from the vas- 
cular system by endosmosis. 

The disposition which is made of the changed corpuscles I found 
to be as follows : They are deposited within the capillaries, with such 
exceptions as I shall subsequently note, and then and there undergo 
the further changes necessary to make of them what we call tuber- 
culous corpuscles, as will soon be seen. They cormnence their depo- 
sit evidently in one or at most a few neighboring capillaiies, at some 
point in an organ or tissue; and these few capillaries are soon so 
filled as to prevent all further circulation, at least of corpuscles, 
through them. Then more of the surplus corpuscles seeking depo- 
sit arc crowded into those .capillaries, already obstructed, expanding 
the coats of these minute vessels, until a kind of protuberant sac is 
made of each vessel so dilated. The result of this dilatation is, that 
the adjacent capillaries are pressed upon, and circulation through 
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these also more or less impeded, and they are then filled in like 
manner to the above, and so the process extends outwardly from 
capillary to capillary, until such size of the accumulating mass is at- 
tained, as circumstances, or the forces controling.it, shall permit or 
direct. Again, this process may be going on at many different 
points in any one organ, or in different organs, at the same time. 

One of the forces which starts the deposit, or under the operation 
of which the changed corpuscles are at first intercepted in their cir- 
culation,, is undoubtedly this : In undergoing the other changes I 
have pointed out, the red corpuscles also acquire a marked adhesive 
or sticky property, which they do not possess in their natural state, 
and in consequence of this they adhere quite tenaciously to the inner 
walls of the vessels and to each other when brought in contact.' 
Wlien passing through the capillaries, therefore, a favorable oppor- 
tunity is afforded them to secure a lodgment — many, if not most of 
them, being there brought into direct contact with the inner walls 
thereof, and some of them held there long enough to afford a nucleus 
for others to adhere to, and thus block up a capillary, and ensure a 
permanent deposit therein. When once begun, the trouble would 
naturally extend to adjacent capillaries in the manner I have already 
described. Whether other agencies assist in procuring these obstruc- 
tions, it may not be easy to determine; but such determinjition is the 
less important here, since this one seems alone sufficient to produce 
all the derangement in question. 

Whenever the decolorized corpuscles or a few of them secure a 
permanent lodgment within a capillary, and more of the same are 
crowded into it, dilating it into the kind of sac named, then another 
and new order of changes in such corpuscles sets in. They are 
deposited, it must be borne in mind, in such a manner that they are 
surrounded by living tissues, and these tissues hold in th^r inter- 
stitial spaces, fluid or semi-fluid matter of greater specific gravity 
than the water which the corpuscles have brought in them from the 
serum, therefore, the law of endosmosis is now excited to action 
upon the corpuscles in the opposite direction to that in which it had 
been acting upon them up to this time — until now the current had 
been inward, only through the cell walls, changing the form of the 
corpuscles by distention — compelling them to give up their surplus 
water, when they shrink in consequence, and from external pressure 
or innate forces, or both, become angular, jagged, elongated or other- 
wise distorted in shape, and are then what are so well known as 
tuberculous corpuscles; though these were never before traced to 
such an origiii^ nor indeed were they ever before clearly traced 
to any definite origin, notwithstanding the many speculations 
indulged in through many years in regaid to them. 
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The proofs which I have accumulated to substantiate all that is 
here claimed in regard to the two sets of corpuscles, that thej' are 
both one in fact, and that their seat of deposit is in the capillaries 
with certait exceptions will, I think, be found sufficient, when pre- 
sented, to convince every candid reader. And then also will appear 
evidence of the fact, that the stoppage of circulation through the 
capillaries within which deposits take place cuts off their nutrition, 
and in consequence of this and absorption, the walls of these vessels 
finally disappear, leaving an aggregation of corpuscles in mass 
undivided in any part by living tissue, and in which ** cheesy meta- 
morphosis " is then said to have taken place. 

If tuberculous corpuscles then have the origin I have here assigned 
them, they could, when circumstances favor, as readily be deposited 
in the muscles, causing boils and carbuncles, as in the glands causing 
scrofulous ulcerations, or in the lungs causing phthisis. In short 
they^might be deposited in any organ or tissue where capillaries 
exist, and there produce symptoms characteristic of that organ or 
tissue, when it receives such foreign naatter as a deposit within its 
living substance. 

The exceptions to the deposit of the changed blood-corpuscles in 
the capillaries, are as follows: Often, if not always, when the fi'ce 
surface of any of the mucous membranes is abraded, many of the 
superficial capillaries of the injured part are broken, and more or 
less in number of the surplus corpuscles are expelled through the 
ruptured vessels; and when soon dibcharged from the system, have 
undoubtedly been mistaken for so-called pus corpuscles. But if the 
abraded surface is firmly covered with the tenacious or albuminous 
secretion, as is often the case, more especially, perhaps, with the 
smaller bronchial tubes, then the ejected corpuscles accumulate 
beneath this covering, and are there held in contact with living tis- 
sue, when endosmosis is set at work upon them, removing their 
surplus water, and they then shrink and become tuberculous corpus- 
cles, the same as though deposited within the unbroken capillaries. 
When in the air-passages the accumulating mass becomes sufficient 
in size to enable it under the expelling force of the cough to break 
through the tenacious covering, or when the latter is removed by 
absorption, then the former will be expectorated as a mass of 
"cheesy" tubercle. This was what deceived me into the belief that 
tubercles were the residuum of the masses of transparent gelatinous 
outpourings of the abraded mucous surfaces, as I described them in 
my pamphlet in 1859 — taking the case given in the early part of 
this synopsis, and others which seemed to corroborijte that as the 
basis of my conclusion. The error can be clearly seen now, how- 
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ever, and why it was committed. When the patient failed to 
expectorate the transparent mass, as already detailed, it was retained 
in contact with and covering the abraded surface through which it 
had been poured, and there held the expelled decolorized corpus- 
cles long enough for them to gi^e up their surplus water, when they 
would be expectorated in a mass the size of a small pea*or less, in 
the manner already stated. 

This also explains the observation of Dr. Carswell, which I qu6ted 
from Watson in my pamphlet, to sustain the views I then advanced 
upon this point, and which, according to the latter, is as follows: 

** The mucous membrane of the air-tubes separates from the blood 
not only the matter of tubercle, but also its own proper secretions; 
and that frequently when the two have been poured out together^ a 
dull yellow opaque point of tubercular matter becomes set as it were 
in a portion of gray, semi-transparent, and sometimes inspissated 
mucus." 

The dull yellow point of tubercular* matter observed by Dr. 
Cai-swell, was undoubtedly the changed blood corpuscles forced out 
of the circulation through the broken vessels beneath, and perhaps 
into the semi-transparent mass of mucus, and there held until they 
gave up their surplus water and became what we call tubeiculous 
matter. 

There are exceptions too to the general fact that a great portion 
of the excess of blood-corpuscles arising from loss of albumen in 
chronic cases, is changed into tuberculous corpuscles. Like the 
diversity in tlie disposal of the excess of water hitherto mentioned, 
there will not be uniformity in all respects in the different systems, 
in disposing of the surplus corpuscles; but such diversity will here 
arise as temperament, age, .condition, habits, circumstances, etc., may 
permit or direct in this, as in all other diseased action. In most of 
the cases of Blight's disease, for instance, the interference with the 
expulsion of the exbess of water through the kidneys, as I have 
already shown, leaves the blood so watery, that by endosmosis the 
middle aged as well as the older blood cells are often so distended 
as to be ruptured and entirely broken down, thus avoiding their 
change into tuberculous corpuscles, though the existence of tubercle 
and tuberculous diseases are by no means unknown as associated 
disorders of albuminuria. 

The hcematin^ or coloring matter, of the red corpuscles, which is 
washed out of these into the serum, in the manner shown above, or 
released by their rupture, as the case may be, I found to be disposed 
of in the following manner: In most acute and many chronic diseases, 
it is expelled through the kidneys, in the urine, causing the high 
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color of this, and the ** brick dust " sediment; and also, by the bow- 
els, causing dark-colored faeces; while in tlie most severe cases of 
acute diseases, such as malignant typhus, small- pox, scarlatina, mea- 
sles, dysentery, etc. — ^in all which albumen is lost freely through 
some of the raucous membranes — more or less of the released h«ema- 
tin is depilsited in or just beneath the skin, causing petechias, or the 
purpural spots, which are somewhat common in the worst forms of 
those maladies. The same thing occurs sometimes' in the advanced 
stages, or worst cases, of malignant chronic diseases. Moreover, I 
am convinced that it is a deposit of some portion of the excess of 
haematin in spots, just beneath the epidermis, that causes ephelides 
or freckles; and, finally, that the coloring matter in all cases of me- 
lanosis and melanotic tumors, has the same origin. 

The excess ofjtbnn, which would be 15 grains for every ounce of 
albumen lost, is disposed of as follows: In Bright's disease some 
portion of it is often thrown out into the uriniferous tubules, and 
there coagulates and forms casts of the tubules, and then is dis* 
charged, in this form, in the urine. In bronchitis, which wastes 
albumen from the blood, through the mucous membrane of the 
bronchia, the excess of fibrin, or some portion of it, may be, and 
sometimes is, expelled from the vessels into the same tubes, and 
there coagulates and forms solid or tubular casts of them, with 
numerous prolongations corresponding with different tubes, and, 
therefore, of arborescent form, and in this condition, sometimes ex-, 
pectorated. The membranes of croup and diphtheria are from the 
same cause, that is, excess of fibrin in the blood in these diseases. 
Again, in other diseases, the excess of this constituent, or a part of 
it, is cast out of' the circulation,' into the serous membranes, thicken- 
ing these, or upon their free surfaces, where it forms false mem- 
branes, or bands of adhesion between their opposing surfacesj as ill 
pleurisy, peritonitis, etc. In deposits of tubercle, some part of the 
excess of fibrin is always poured out into the tissues around the 
tuberculous matter, and condenses to form the impervious wall of 
the abscess, after suppuration has taken place — a remarkable "pro- 
vision to shield the surrounding and otherwise unprotected tissues, 
from the further ravages of ulceration. Fibrous tumors, many times, 
if not always, have their origin in an excess of fibrin. And, finally, 
if the excess of this constituent, is not expelled in some way, from 
the blood, its accumulation soon leads to its coagulating into clots in 
the vessels, forming what are called thrombi, which, when they reach 
sufficient size, may block up some of the larger or largest arteries 
and cause instant death. Sometimes these clots form on some of the 
valves of the heart, from which they are removed by the heart's 
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aelioB, and then pass along with the current of blood until arrested 
hj some artery which is not large enough to pass them further, 
when they will cause more or less serious trouble, according to the 
size of the artery thus obstructed. 

My work will also conclusively show, I think, that there is a very 
grave error involved in what we have been so long taught by all 
pathologists, namely, that inflammation increases the quantity of 
fibrin in the blood, that is, increases its production^ and thereby its 
qtiantity. Does it not appear upon its face, like an absurdity, to say 
that the production of any of the natxiral constituents of the blood 
can be increased by diseased, and, therefore, winatural action? Such 
a result, I shall endeavor to demonstrate, is impossible, in the nature 
of things; and to sustain this, will offer proof that the increase of 
fibrin, in inflammation, is solely due to ^ loss of albumen actually 
going on at the time such increase is manifest. 

The excess oi faUy maUers^ which would be nearly nine grains for 
every ounce of albumen lost, is either cast out of the system entirely, 
in some of the excretions, or out of the circulation into somQ of the 
living tissues, and remaining there ks a more or less permanent de- 
posit, causes the following diseased ' conditions. Under nature's 
efforts to cast the excess of this constituent entirely from the system, 
it is sometimes expelled through the* skin, causing oily perspiration, 
sometimes through the kidneys — and this quite commonly in Bright's 
disease — causing an oily film upon the urine, sometimes through the 
bowels in the excrements, this being quite common iii both Bright's 
disease and phthisis pulmonalis, and sometimes it .is thrown off, or a 
portion of it at least, in the expectoration, in cases of phthisis, bron- 
chitib, etc. When deposited in living tissues, as it frequently is iiK 
the kidneys, in albumimu-ia, and in the liver, both id phthisis and 
albuminuria, we have what has been so long taught as a result of 
*' fatty degeneration," but which is nothing more nor less than a 
deposit of the excess of fat from the blood, into those orgajos, to get 
it oat of the circulation. And I think I can prove, on principles of 
sound philosophy, that there is no such thing as ftitty metamorphosis 
of these or any other organs, in the sense that we are taught, but 
that the so-called ''fatty degeneration'' of tissues is the result, 
always, of deposits of an excess of fatty matters from the blood. 
Unquestionably fatty tumors, also, depend upon the .same fact for 
llieir cause. 

In reference to the excess of the scdta of the blood, which would 
be over 41 grains, for the loss of each ounce of albumen, it will be my 
purpose to establish the following facts, namely: that the '' gravel," 
ao-called, or lithiasis, and the entire list of calculous diseases, or con- 
^ [AsseuL No. 190.] 15 
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cretions, whether formed in or about the joints or tendons, or in the 
bladder, the kidneys, the prostrate glands, the intestines, the liyer, 
the lungs, the heart and arteries, or other parts or organs, are de- 
pendent upon an excess of salts in the blood for their eidstence, 
except so far as they are made up of uric acid — this being in excess, 
too, in the blood — and that such excess of both salts and nric acid, 
is owing to a loss of albumen in many, if not all such cases. 

Lastly, the excess of the extractive matters left in the blood, would 
be above 37 grains, for each ounce of albumen wasted. But so little 
is yet known of these matters, that it will be impossible for me, at 
present, to show the exact disturbances that they cause, when re- 
tained in the blood in excess, or when deposited within any of the 
living tissues; though it is clear that such retention or deposit would 
be entirely unnatural, therefore the cause of some characteristic dis- 
turbance or diseases, which the future must unfold. 

Whether there are vital compounds, also, which, from their excess 
in the blood, seem to contribute to hypernutrition of natural tissues, 
or to ike production of tumors and other morbid growths, besides 
those of a fibrous or fatty character, necessarily forms the basis of 
investigations too prolix for insertion hero. 

In general, what has no more than been barely touched upon, in 
the preceding pages, will be found fully elucidated in the forth- 
coming work; and the evidences will be there, pointing out the 
causes of the chronic irritation, or inflammation and abrasion of the 
mucous surfaces, resulting in a waste of albumen; proniinent agents 
in which devastation will be proven to be psora and syphilis, which, 
when they are transferred internally, whether in consequence of being 
Niriven in by bad treatment, or otherwise, always seat primarily upon 
the free surface of some one or more, of the mucous membranes, and 
from their action there, spread desolation on every hand. It seems 
quite unnecessary here, to say more in regard to the cure of all the 
multitudinous diseased conditions, which owe their origin to the loss 
of albumen from the blood, than that any and all of these, like every 
other diseased condition, are curable only by the removal of their 
cavse^ namely: through the restoration of the mucous membranes to 
their normal and healthy condition. 

The law of metastasis of disease, also, the existence of which I 
discovered and published in 1859, will be there fully exhibited in its 
workings, and in the multitudinous misunderstandings of these by 
the general medical profession ; while upon the teachings of such 
workings will be based, in part, the principles for the treatment of 
phthisis pulmonalls, and its numerous diversified, but kindred mala- 
dies. 
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I will conclude with the single remark, that, while many of the 
most important features of my treatise will be found to rest solely 
upon abstract discoveries, which are purely my own, others, hardly 
less essential, are founded upon points of isolated discovery, made 
by others, but all which have remained disconnected, and of course 
without fruit, until their connection and meaning were traced out 
and applied by me. 
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HAHNEMANN ACADEMY OF MEDICINE. 

ARTICLE XXX, 

Officers Elected December, 1865. 

Dr. R S. Bradford New York President. 

Otto Fullgraff do Vice President. 

S. Liliehthal do Cor. Secretary. 

T. F. Allen i . . do Rec. Sec> and Treas'r. 

Trustees. 

Dr. D. D. Smith 255 Fourth Avenue New York. 

A. S. Ball _43 West 11th street do 

S. B.- Barlow 62 East 21st street do 

A list of honorary and corresponding members is published in the 
Transactions of the State Society for 1865. 



Dr. John F. Gray, 

F. Vanderburgh, 
Jno. A. McVickar, 
S. R. Kirby, 
P. P. Wells, 
S. S. Guy, 
H. Sherrill, 
A. Cooke Hull, 
S. B. Barlow, 
L. Hal lock, 
3. M. Ward, 
E. E. Marcy, 
A. Wright, 

G. S. Browne, 
H. G. Dunnel, 
G. E. Belcher, 
J. M. Quin, 
W. C. Palmer, 
Jas. Mairs, 
A. S. Ball, 
M. W. Palmer, 
J. T. Alley, 
J. McE. Wetmore, 
E. G. Freligh, 
M. Freligh, 

Dr. J. 



Members. ' 

Dr. C. Kierstcd, 
E. Guernsey, 

B. C. Dutcher, 
J. Croffort, 
S. C. Hanford, 
J. W. Wodward, 
E. G. Bartlett, 
Jas. H. Ward, 
O. Fullgraff, 
R.. Bartlett, 
J. Berghaus, 

E. M. Kellogg, 
R. M. Bolles, 
T. W. Donovan, 
H. M. Smith, 
T. F. Allen, 

F. F. Smith, 

F. W. Hunt, 
S. Lilienthal, 
R. McMurray, 

C. F. Delia Bella, 
S. P. Burdick, 
J. C. Mitchell, 

G. L. Freeman, 
F. S. Bradford, 

R. Andrews. 



The annual meeting for the election of officers, is held on the first 
Wednesday of December; regular meetings on the first AVcdnesday 
of every month. 
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HOMEOPATHIC MEDICAL SOCIETY OP CENTRAL 

NEW YORK 

List of Officers, Committees and Members. 

Officers elected June 26, 1866. 

Dr. Lyman Clary Syracuse President. 

E. A. Potter Oswego Vice President. 

E. R Heath Palmyra Secretary. 

Committees. 
Drs. T. L. Brown and Wm. A. Hawley : — Comparative Value of 
Animal and Vegetable Diet. 

Honorary Mtmber. 
Dr. A. B. Morgan Tennessee. 

Members. 

Dr. Titus L. Brown Binghamton Broome county. 

C. W. Boyce Auburn 

A. J. Brewster Cato 

H. B. Fellows Sennett 

W. M. Gwynn Throopsville 

George H. Parsell Weedsport 

Henry C. Hubbard Scott.. ^ 

Harrison Willis Clinton Oneida 

M. M. Gardner Holland Patent .- 

Lyman Clary -. Syracuse 

E.E. Belding do 

Wm. A. Hawley do 

W. HenryHoyt do 

H. V.Miller do 

Stephen Seward do ,.. 

J. W. Shelden do 

S.C.Warren do 

.J. B. Voak Canandaigua 

E. A. Potter Oswego 

T. DwightStow Fulton 

David J. Chaffee Palermo 

M. F. Sweeting South Butler . « . . 

E. R Heath Palmyra , 

The annual meeting is held on the second Thursday of June,, and 
quarterly meetings on the second Thursday of SepteH^er, December 
and March. 
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ARTICLE XXXI. 

Report of the Central New York Homoeopathic Medical Society, comprisiDg: 

A. Proceedings of the Conyention of Homoeopathic Phjsicians for the Organisation 
' of the Society, held May 1, 1866. 

B. Proceedings of the First Annual Meeting, held Jane 26, 1866. 
By the Secretary, £. R. HbaVh, M. D., of Palmyra. 

A. 

Pboceedings op the Contention. 

At the instance of a notice issued by Dr. Morgan, a convention of 
homceopathic physicians was held at Syracuse, May 1, 1866. 

Dr. C. W. Boyce, of Auburn, was called to the chair, and Dr. Wm. 
Hoyt, of Syracuse, appointed secretary. 

The object of the meeting was explained by the chairman. A re- 
solution presented by Dr. Hawley was adopted declaring it expedient 
to form an organization embracing the central counties of New York. 

Drs. Clary, Robinson and Stow were appointed a committee to 
report a plan of organization of a society for the adyaucement of 
homoBopathy in central New York. 

The committee reported the following resolutions: 

Resolved, i. That this association shall be styled the Central New 
York Homoeopathic Medical Society. 

2. That its ojfficers shall consist of a president, vice president and 
secretary.' 

3. That every recognized homoeopathic physician in the counties 
named be invited to attend. 

4. That it shall embrace the counties of Broome, Cayuga, Cort- 
land, Jefferson, Madison, Ontario, Oneida, Onondaga, Oswego, 
Seneca and Wayne. 

5. That its officers be elected at the present time, and that the first 
meeting be held June 26, 1866, at Syracuse. 

6. That a committee of three be appointed to prepare a constitU' 
tion and by-laws, to report at the next meeting. Adopted. 

Drs. Clary, Hoyt and Hawley, of Syracuse, were appointed a com- 
mittee in accordance with the above resolutions. 

Dr. Lyman Clary, of Syracuse, was elected President, and Dr, E. 
R. Heath, of Palmyra, Secretary. i * 

In compliance with the third resolution, a notice of the first meet* 
ing was circulated among the physicians of the several counties 
named, by the secretary, requesting of each written reports of clini- 
cal cases, drug-proving or whatever might be deemed useful and 
instructive to the members of the Society. The subject of haemor- 
rhage in typhoid fever was suggested for consideration. 
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B. 

Proceedings op the First Annual Meeting. 

The first annual meeting of the Society was held at the oflBlce of 
Dr. Stephen Seward, in the city of Syracuse, June 26, 1866, the 
president, Dr. Lyman Clary, in the chair. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 

Members Present. 
Dr. T. L. Brown Broome county. 

C. W. Boyce Cayuga do • 

A. J. Brewster do do 

H. B. Fellows do do 

W. M. Gwynn do do 

George H. Parsell do do 

H. C. Hubbard Cortland county. 

Harrison Willis Oneida do 

M. M. Gardner do do 

L. Clary Onondaga county. 

R. E. Bolding ^ . do do 

Wm. A. Hawley do do 

Wm. Henry Hoy t do do 

H. V.Miller ..- do do ( 

S. Seward do do 

J.W.Sheldon do do 

S. C. Warner....... do do 

J. B. Voak Ontario county. 

E. A. Potter OswegD do 

T. Dwight Stow do do • \ 

David J. Chaffee .... do do 

M, F. Sweeting Wayne county. 

. E.R. Heath do do 

Also Dr. H. M. Paine, of Albany, and Dr. S. S. Guy, of Brooklyn. 
The committee appointed to prepare a constitution and by-laws, 
rendered their repoi-t. It was adopted article by article*, and the 
committee discharged. 

On motion, the counties of Chenango and Yates were added to 
the number first named. 



Extracts from the By-Laws. 
Section 1. '* This Society shall hold at least four sessions in each 
year, at the city of Syracuse: the annual meeting being held on the 
second Thursday of June, and the quarterly meetings on the second 
Thursday of . September, December and March, at 10 o'clock, a. m. 
** Section 6. Any graduate or licentiate in medicine, and a member 
. of his county medical society, where such exists, in good standing 
in the profession may become a member of this Society in compli- 
ance with section 5 of these by-laws." 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



232 * CJENTBAL NBir TORE MEDICAL BOCIETT. 

Part of Section 7th. — ''Each member shall be required to read 
aD article or report in writing, a case at least once a year." 

Dr. Boyce offered the following resolution: 

Resolved — ^That a publishing committee of three be appointed, 
whose business it shall be to select from the papers now before 
the Society such as are valuable for reference in the treatment of 
disease, and have them published in one or more of the hom- 
oeopathic journals. 

The Society next proceeded to the election of officers; see 
page 280. 

A communication was read from Prof. Ad. Lippe, of Philadelphia, 
on the subject of Typhoid Haemorrhages. ' ^ 

A letter from Dr. I. S. P. Lord, of Chicago, was read, after which 
at resolution was passed, requesting him to prepare an article on the 
subject of typhoid haemorrhages, at his earliest convenience, for 
presentation at a future meeting of the Society. 

Dr. T. Dwight Stow reported on special pathology embracing: 

1. Cephalalgia and diarrhoea. 

2. Ovaritis. 

3. Diphtheria and angina faucium. 
Dr. Boyce read an article on Glonoine. 

Dr. T. L. Brown read a paper on the importance of observing 
hygienic regulations in the treatment of chronic disease. 

An animated discussion followed on the subject of exclusive vege- 
table and animal diet. 

Dr. T. L. Brown will prepare an. article for the next meeting in 
favor of strict vegetable diet. Dr. Hawley will advocate a, strict 
animal diet, and others a union of both. 

Verbal reports of cases from practice were then related. 

Dr. E. A. Potter reported a case of diarrhoea treated with aloes« 

Dr. Yeak gave the details of a case of the same disease treated 
with refana sativa. 

Dr. Sheldon narrated a case of hemorrhoids with recto-vaginal 
fistula, cured with nitric acid. 

Dr. Sweeting asked advice of those present in a case of rheumatic 
neuralgia, and, on motion, each physician wrote on a slip of paper 
his prescription for the disease, afterwards giving verbally his reason 
for the selection of i-emedies. 

Dr. Sheldon also brought before the Society a case of synovitis of 
the knee-joint. 

On motion, section 6 of the by-laws was amended so as to make 
provision for the election of honorary members, upon which the 
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name of Dr. A. R Morgan was submitted, and he duly chosen an 
honorary member. 

Dr. S. S. 6u3( presented the fol lowing resolution: 

Resolved — That we cordially approve of the organization of life 
insurance companies which maJke a distinction in the rate of premi- 
ums, in favor of the adherents of homceopatby, and cheerfully recom- 
mend such as are at present organized as well calculated to promote 
the best interest of the homoed^athic school, therefore 

Resolved — ^That we hereby pledge such companies our united and 
cordial support. Adopted. 

The meeting then adjourned to meet in the city of Syracuse, on 
the second Thursday of September, 1866, at 10 a. m. 
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HOMCEOPATHIC MEDICAL SOCIETY OP NORTHERN 

NEW YORK. 

ARTICLE XXXII. 

list of Officers, Committees and Members. 

Officers elected July 10, 1866. 

Dr. M. W. Campbell Troy President. 

Charles W. Mosher. . Easton Vice-President. 

Samuel J. Pearsall . . Saratoga Springs . Sec'y and Treasurer. 

Censors^ 

Drs. E. B, Cole, Dre. J. Sarle, 

Z. Clements, Chas. H. Carpenter, 

ft K. Bennett, ft E. Fuller. 

Committets. 
Dr. B. F. Cornell, Diphtheria. 
A. Harvey, Typhoid Fever. 
David ft Bui lard and J. Younglove, Surgery. 
Samuel J. Pearsall, Epidemics. 

Honorary Members. 
Dr» Horace M. Paine, Albany, New York. 
William ft Randall, do. 

Elial T. Footc, New Haven, Connecticut 
S. A. Jones, do 

Carroll Dunham, New York. 
I. T. Tulbot, Boston, Mass. 
Lyman Clary, Syracuse, New York. 
A. R. Morgan, do 

Members. 
Dr. H. K. Bennett, Hartford, Washington county. 

Charles Lowry, Union Village, do 

L. W. Kennedy, Cambridge, do 

Charles M. Mosher, Easton, do # 

James Rice, Fort Ann, do 

John Sarle, North Granville, do 

ft J. Ward, do do 

W. G. Woolcott, Whitehall, do 
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Dr. B. F. Cornell, Moreau Station, Saratoga county. 
Edgar B. Cole, Waterford, do 

Zina Clements, Saratoga Springs, do 
Sam'l J. Pearsall, do . "do 

Morran J. Matteson, do do . 

J. F. Doolittle, Ballston Spa, do 

J. T. Niver, Stillwater, do 

David H. BuUard, Glens Falls, Warren county. 
Simeon A. Cook, Troy, Rensselaer county. 
M. W. Campbell, do do 

Chas. H. Carpenter, do do 

' J. P. Bloss, do do 

R. D. Bloss, do do 

John Younglove, do . do 

H. E, Fuller, Lansingburgh, do 

D. W. Pitts, Johnsonville, do 

Harman Swits, Schenectady, Schenectady county. 
A. Harvey, North Adams, Berkshire county, Mass. 
The annual meeting is held in Saratoga, on the second Wednesday 
in July. • 
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KINGS COUNTY HOMCEOPATHIC MED. SOCIETY. 

List of Officers, Delegates^ GommitteeB and Members; 



Dr. 



Officers elected May 1, 1866. 
Albert Wright * Brooklyn, E. D President. 
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ARTICLE XXXIIL 

Report of the Kings Ooonty Homosopatbic Medical Society, comprising: 

A. Extracts from a Report of the Seroi-AnouAl Meeting held November 7, 1865. 

B. Report of a Special Meeting held February 6, 1866. 
0. Report of the Annual Meeting held May 1, 1866. 
D. Report of an Adjourned Meeting held May 8, 1866. 
|i. Report of an Adjourned Meeting held May 15, 1866. 



Extracts from a report of the semi-annual meeting held November 
7, 1865, Dr. Diiffin in the chair: 

Dr. Moffat spoke of questions regarding parturition, and inquired 
especially whether gentlemen present had observed offensiveness of 
breath during labor; also, the change of expression in the'primiparse 
which suddenly appears, sometimes within two minutes after the face 
has been flushed, swollen and strained from the exertion of labor, and 
which he calls the expression of maternity ? 

Dr. A. Wright. — ** Can you, in the women, see whether they are 
mothers? Is the offensive breath observable only this season?" 

Dr. Moffat has observed it at all seasons. It is peculiar and sick- 
ening. He is in the habit of rendering material help, by pressing 
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externally upon the abdomen. In close proximity to the patient in 
such a condition, the offensive breath is most annoying. 

Dr. A. Wright is less and less disposed to render any assistance 
during labor. ^ 

Dr. A. Wright Js not in the habit of remaining with the patient, 
even if the mouth of the womb is dilated. He seldom stays an hour, 
and only calls occasionally to see that the labor progresses naturally. 

Dr. Barker. — What would become of the patient if suddenly hem- 
orrhage should occur? 

Dr. A. Wright. — ^If the child is bom in the absence of the physi- 
cian, there is ordinarily no danger. 

Dr. Eichardson has observed most serious hemorrhage in rapid 
labor. 

* Dr. Richardson. — There is more danger in doing too much than 
too little. Labor is a natural process which should be interfered 
with as little as possible. 

Dr. A. Wright had seen it in his practice too, also Dr. Richardson. 

Dr. Bloede reported a splendid cure of dysentery by apis®*^ L. A 
gentleman had suffered three days from dysentery. Small, slimy stools, 
streaked with blood; griping before and relief after stool; an inter- 
mittent fever; hacking cough. One dose apis**® L, was administered 
about noon. Next morning patient reported that the pain had stop- 
ped soon after taking the medicine ; the dysenteric character of the 
stool was gone. The fever continued a few days. His wife had, 
given salts and senna before he applied to his physician. 

Dr. A. Wright. — Why did the doctor select apis? 

Dr. Bloede. — The intermittent form of the fever. It came on re- 
gularly, without chill ; very little sweat for one night. The inter- 
mittent came on with the dysentery, later every day, and shorter. 

Dr. Duffin. — Dr. Wolf, of Berlin, recommends apis in intermittent 
fever and dysentery. 

Dr. Bloede. — Dr. Wolf says it cures every case of intermittent. 
It is hard to state the 'symptoms indicating it. Ho always tries it 
first. He cured a case of intermittent of ten years standing by one 
dose of apis^, which was published in the United States Journal of 
Homoeopathy. 

Dr. Rosman presented a report of the committee appointed to pre- 
pare a circular in reference to epidemic cholera. He stated that he 
had incorporated with it a similar paper drawn up in 1849, by a 
committee of which his father was a member. 

Dr. A. Wright moved that the report be accepted. Carried. 
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B. 

Special Meeting, February 6th, 1866. 

Dr. Duffin in the chair. 

The chair called upon Dr. Bosman to state the object of the meet- 
ing, as he was one of the members instrumental in having it called. 

Dr. Kosman. — It was our object in calling the meeting to take into 
consideration the prevention and treatment of cholera^ to devise 
means designed to make ourselves more useful as a body, by har- 
monizing our theories of the disease and its appropriate treatment. 
The allopaths have divided the city into districts, and appointed a 
physician to each, and have utterly ignored the homoeopathic frater- 
nity, giving us no voice in the matter. We are too powerful a body, 
and represent too large a portion of the people to be so slighted. 
We should be heard not as a concession, but as a right. . 

Dr. Duffin. — Will not their action be rendered null and void by the 
passage of the health bill, which provides for the appointment of 
sanitary commissioners? 

Dr. A. Wright. — I understand that every house is to be visited, 
and if the allopaths want to do it they can; I do not wish to waste 
time in that manner. 

Dr. Duffin. — Can any member suggest a plan by which we may 
cooperate with the health officer? 

Dr. Barker. — I think that he would not cooperate with us. 

Dr. W. Wright. — We shall have enough to do, and can work to 
better advantage, if we do not offer our services. 

Dr. Morill. — It would be very humiliating to offer our services and 
be rejected. 

Dr. Bosman, when called upon to offer plans foj action, said: *'I 
came more to hear what others might say. I think, however, a hos- 
pital, or something of the kind, might be maintained.'' 

Dr. Bichardson. — In case of an epidemic, I have no doubt but that 
we should be found fully equal to cope with it ; and as regards the 
health officer's plans, if we are ignored in the start, we can never 
obtain any position. 

Dr. Barker. — If they have divided the city off into sections and 
appointed a physician to each, of what use are our services now? 

^Dr. Bichardson. — Can any physician visit a house by viilue of an 
order from theihealth officer? 

Dr. A. Wright. — He can if accompanied by a policeman. 

Dr. Barker. — Wait another seventeen years and we shall then be 
the dominant party, and shall have it all our own way. I am greatly 
in favor of a hospital. 

Dr. Duffin. — ^I think it might be sustained. 
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Dr. Morill. — Great good, I think, would result to the credit of 
homoeopathy, if a series of articles were to appear giving the figures 
of the result of the different methods of practice throughout the 
large cities and towns. 

Dr. Morill, — Can we not get statistics of homoeopathic practice in 
foreign cities? 

Dr. Moffat. — ^It has been stated that the allopaths lost four patients 
in eight, and the homoeopaths two in eight in private practice. 

Dr. Barker. — ^I think it would not be admitted. Hospital practice 
only can be relied upon. 

Dr. Morill stated that he had lately read a letter from Rev. Dr. 
Van Lenepp, of Turkey. He says that homoeopathy is far ahead 
there. 

Dr. Duffin. — Can you get that letter ? 

Dr. Morill. — I can, and would advise its publication. I think it 
would be a good plan to obtain intelligence from abroad, and make 
it public. 

Dr. A. Wright. — I move that the chair appoint a committee to 
prepare a series of articles on cholera, to be published in the papers. 
Carried. 

The chair appointed Drs. A. Wright, Morill and Moffatt 

Dr. W. Wright called attention to the homoeopathic treatment of 
the rinderpest in England. (See page 113.) 

Dr. Barker gave statistics showing its great success. 

Dr. Hanford spoke in relation to a newspaper report, claiming 
that the disease was small-pox. 

c. 

Annual Meeting, Beookltn, May 1st, 1866. 

Present — Drs. Duffin, Bowen, Minton, Barker, Perrine, Geo. V. 
Newcomb, Hull, Dinsmore, W. Wright, A. Wright, Burke, S. C. 
Hanford, Moffat, Skiles, Wells, Stamm, sr., Stamm, jr., Richardson, 
Talmage, Bloede, Fincke. Also Dr. Henry M. South, from the 
Homoeopathic County Society of New York. 

Dr. Duffin in the chair. 

The chairman presented a letter prepared by a special committee 
on cholera, appointed by the New York County Homoeopathic Medi- 
cal Society, inviting co-operation on the part of our Society. 

Dr. Wells announced that the secretary of that committee, Dr. H. 
M. Smith, was present, and moved that he be invited to make a 
statement with regard to the subject under con8ideration. Adopted. 

Dr. Smith stated that the committee appointed by the New York 
County Society, called on Mr. Shultz, the President of the Board of 
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Health, and obtained his promise, that the homoeopathic profession 
should be represented; that they could not do otherwise. The Com- 
mittee stated they did not design to occupy hospitals under allo- 
pathic control ; biit Dr. Charg6, in Marseilles, offered his services 
during the prevalence of cholera, a few years ago. The authorities 
gave him a department in an allopathic hospital. The allopathic 
physician in- charge sent him all the moribund cases. Mr. Shultz 
assured the committee that they should have hospitals under their 
own control. The committee had prepared a memorial which was 
sent to the Health Commissioner, offering the services of the homoeo- 
pathic physicians of the counties of Kings, New York and West- 
chester. The object was, to record in public the fact that these 
services have been offered, though the memorial was published 'in 
all the daily papers. The request was, that the care of the homoeo- 
pathic hospitals should be given to the homoeopathic county socie- 
ties. Dr. Smith invited the co-operation of the Kings county society. 

Dr. Hull moved that the request of the New York county society 
be granted, and that a committee be appointed to co-operate with 
the New York committer 

Dr. Wells desired to hear from Dr. Smith, as to what was ex- 
pected from this co-operation ? 

Dr. Smith. — ^It was hoped that the homoeopathic physicians of the 
county of Kings would make single applications for hospitals and 
districts in Brooklyn. The design was to define our position before 
the public, to make publications in pamphlet form, with remarks 
respecting treatment. Kev. Mr. Hamlin has recommended a mixture 
of camphor, laudanum, capsicum., etc. The homoeopathic public 
desire information relative to prevention and treatment. The com- 
mittee have prepared an address to be printed and distributed. 

Dr. Hull. — It would be proper and courteous to appoint a com- 
mittee for co-operation. 

Dr. Morrill is in favor of the appointment of a committee with 
plenary powers, under the sanction of the Society. 

The chairman appointed Drs. A. Wright, A, Cooke Hull, P. P. 
Wells, E. T. Richardson and S. CuUen Hanford. 

Dr. A. Wright. — The great object is to unite upon a definite plan 
of treatment. 

D. 

Adjoukned Meeting, Brooklyn, May 8th, 1866. 

Present — Drs. A. Wright, Aten, Mofiat, Palmer, Perrine, Minton, 
Newcomb, sen., Newconib, jr., Duffin, S. C. Hanford, Richardson, 
Bloede, Barker, Bond, W. Wright, Fiucke. 

[Assem. No. 190.] 16 
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Dr. A.. Wright in the chair. 

Dr. Wells. — ^The treatment of cholera is limited to very few remedies. 
It does not follow because the former epidemics have been treated suc- 
cessfully, by certain remedies, that they will be successful again. Every 
epidemic calls for its own remedies. In one epidemic a majority of 
cases were met with promptness and success by staphysagria, with 
which no physician in this room has cured whooping-cough. Yet it 
cured without fail within a few days. In another epidemic bycopo- 
dium was the remedy. The old remedies may not be appropriate 
now. At the same time we should be prepared as to remedies which 
have been used. An accurate analysis of the relations of remedies to 
the disease is necessary. 

In the first stage in order to satisfactorily control the disease we 
have to employ a singular remedy (camphor), though known and 
used for 2,000 years, yet imperfectly understood, because it is a diffi- 
cult drug to prove accurately. After the administration of opium, 
calomel, ipecacuanh3,, tartar emetic, it has been used by the old 
school as much as any other drug. It must have impressed the 
minds of all students, that the provings are imperfect, yet the rela- 
tion of camphor to cholera is by no means doubtful. 

First, sinking of the stomach, anguish leading to frequent sighing. 
Patient is restless, has nausea, diarrhoea (watery), vomiting, cold per- 
spiration, especially on the forehead and face; in cases, where cam- 
phor is more particularly applicable, the skin loses its sensibility and 
becomes cold and hard, arid the heat of the body is lost very rapidly 
as in cholera. In this state camphor will always be of value. Some- 
time, in the outset, the following symptoms are chiefly prominent: 
Copious vomiting, diarrhoea, great thirst, ^immediate vomiting of 
swallowed drink, rapid sinking of strength, shrivelling of the skin, 
coldness and dampness of the skin, like a sweating dead body, bluish 
face, cramps moderate, for the most part in the lower extremities. 

In the matter of cramps there is a distinction. In veratrum the 
cramp is mostly in the extremities. In this state, if veratrum is 
applied, it ^ives relief in a great majority of cases. Veratrum and 
cuprum met. are the appropriate remedies. In cuprum the quan- 
tity vomited and voided from the intestines is less; veratrum 
copious, cupr. met. scanty. If the matter vomited is green as well as 
moderate, it is a strong indication for cuprum. Co]pper is distin- 
guished by cramps more about the chest. Thiist less, disposition to 
vomiting relieved for a time by drinking. Vomiting, thirst and 
cramp gives the difiereutial diagnosis for cuprum. 

Dr. Richardson. — Has copper not also cramps in the abdomen ? 

Dr. Wells. — Yes, sometimes, but copper affects the chest more, the 
trunk more, than the extremities. 
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Dr. W. Wright — Above or below the diaphragm ? 

Dr. Wells. — ^Above the diaphragm. So far the treatment is plain. 
What to do if it goes beyond this, must be left to the special judg- 
ment of every physician. The secretion of urine is suppressed by 
vecatrum and cuprum. 

The voice before coUapse is husky, after collapse gone. 

Dr. Moflbt. — The voice seems to him rather hollow and feeble than 
husky. 

Dr. Wejls. — ^That is not his recollection. The voice becomes thin, 
peculiar^ There is no better term, than husky, but yet not satisfac- 
tory. It is more thin, than husky. 

Dr. Hanford. — Is it not something like the voice in chronic laryn- 
gitis ? The first case of collapse he saw, made that impression. 

Dr. Wells, — Dr. Lippe had shown the similarity of the pathoge- 
netic picture of nicotine with the state of collapse. Tobacco strikes 
down the vital forces. 

Dr. A. Wright recollects, that in boys who had used tobacco, no 
eoldness of breath and tongue ensued, only prostration. 

Dr. Wells. — ^Dr. Lippe reports hopeless cases of cholera in the 
state of collapse cured by nicotine. 

Dr. Moflfat. — The remarks of Dr. Wells, that the remedies are not 
constantly applicable, remind him of the fact, that in epidemic 
cholera in 1849, mercury was used. • 

The President. — We desire to hear the experience of gentlemen 
present who have treated cholera. 

Dr. Duffin wishes the attention directed especially to the premoni- 
tory symptoms, diarrhoea for two or three days, probably painless. 
He saw one case of cholera, " of course it died." 

Dr. Fincke. — Was it under homoeopathic treatment ? 

Dr. Duffin. — ^No, under allopathic treatment. He would ask whe- 
ther camphor had succeeded ? 

Dr. Wells. — Yes, after the premonitory symptoms have developed. 
In the first place it is not true, that cholera is always preceded by 
diarrhoea. Diarrhoea preceding cholera is always painless. When 
the diarrhoea is painless, evacuations high-colored, grey or yellow, 
with much rumbling of the bowels, sense of exhaustion, phosphoric 
acid is the remedy. 

Dr. Fincke. — A gentleman told him to-day, that in the epidemic of 
1831, which he saw in Leipsig, every case got well, where phospho- 
ric acid 30 was applied in cholerine. 

Dr. Wells. — When there are small discharges, fetid, brownish, 
with burning on passing, accompanied by pain in the abdomen, rest- 
lessness with disposition to drink Little at a. time, arsenicum is the 
remedy. 
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Dr. Barker. — Absence of pain would not be a counter-indication of 
arsenicum. 

Dr. Bloede. — Tenesmus likewise. 

Dr. Wells. — If after midnight early in the morning an attack 
comes on, driving the patient from the bed, evacuations, small though 
urgent as if copious, sulphur cures in nearly every instance. 

There is still another remedy useful in a form of diarrhoea, not 
recently mentioned, used much in 1832, and somewhat in 1849, viz. 
secale coruntum. When the discharges are copious, watery, with 
rapid exhaustion, and disposition to sleep, drowsiness, diminished 
secretion of urine. 

Dr. fiichardson supposed, the urine was not often absorbed, be- 
cause it usually passes away with the evacuations. 

Dr Hanford. — There was want of coloring iuithe urine in 1849. 

Dr. Wells. — ^There is another important remedy, colchicwn aut., as 
appears from some poisoning cases in Frank's Magazine, which he 
translated and published in connection with cholera. It has rice- 
water discharges and collapse. He would not forget it in a difficult 
case. 

Dr. Hanford. — In 1849, diarrhoea with rice-water discharges 
appeared in the early part of the season, which phosphoiais cured. 
Sometimes involuntary, hurried diarrhoea, later in the season, which 
yieldea to phosphoric acid. In these cases the tongue was pasty, 
the mucus which covered the mouth, inside, was of a milky cast. 

Dr. Duffin. — Did none run into cholera ? 

Dr. Hanford. — No. He reported 25 cholera cases in collapse. 
He treated 125 cases in all, of which 2 died, showing a mortality of 
0.65 per cent. 

Dr. Moffat. — Was there any suppression of urine ? 

Dr. Hanford. — In most cases there was diminished secretion with 
the cholerine. 

Dr. Moffat saw a case in 1849 with suppression of urine. 

Dr. Perrine. — The so-called Chicago treatment for cholera consists 
of two parts of sulphur to three parts of charcoal. 

Dr. Fincke. — Flowers of sulphur are recommended as a popular 
remedy to be placed in the stockings. On wetting the feet, the sul- 
phur is absorbed and predisposes to cold, which may induce the 
very condition to be avoided. 

Dr. Perrine. — My father required his children to wear a roll of 
brimstone in their pockets. 

Dr. W. Wright. — Copper-plates have been used on the chest. 

Dr. A. Wright. — If sulphur is carried in the pocket with good 
effect, the system no doubt would absorb some of it, since we know 
that the thirtieth potency will cure diarrhoea. 
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Dr. W. Wright thought there was no difference between epidemic 
and sporadic cholera. The collapse, all the symptoms and treat- 
ment by veratrum and camphor, are the same. He administered 
brandy freely. 

Dr. Perrine desired to cure cholera positively and homceopathi- 
cally. There are many hoinceopathistis who" are not homoeopathic, 
and go back to the leeks and onions of allopathy. He would like to 
cure it without brandy, for he finds stimulants are of but little value. 

Dr. W. Wright.— He cured a case with brandy. 

Dr. Wells.— Stimulants were used in 1832, when the excitement 
was very great. He was a student at that time. It then was laid 
down as settled, that brandy was of no value in cholera. This was 
wisely done by allopathic physicians, sensible men, who had obsei-ved 
the ill effects resulting from this treatment. He was surprised to 
see that the allopathic school now recommend stimulants and opium, 
when in Europe and in this country it has been long since proved 
to be injurious. 

Dr. Duffin asked, is not opium their sheet-anchor ? 

Dr. Wells.— Camphor is the only remedy of any value in Hamlin's 
prescription. He is sorry that greater publicity had not been given 
to Dr. Van Lennep's letter; it is excellent. * Hamlin says he cured 
every case by his mixture. Van Lennep says the homceapathic 
treatment was very successful; 10 irt 100 died under homceopathic 
treatment, 70 in 100 died under allopathic treatment. The success 
of Hamlin is to be explained by the supposition, that his mixture 
was used when the epidemic was on the decline. The letter of Van 
Lennep ought to be published. 

Dr. Moffat.— Dr. Mori 11 has reserved the letter for publication, with 
remarks against Beecher's recommendation of Hamlin's nxixture. 

Dr. Perrine.— What is the effect of brandy in the treatment of 
summer diarrhoea ? 

Dr. Richardson.— Simple diarrhoea is followed by dysentery under 
the brandy treatment. 

Dr. Perriue.— If he wanted business he would advise the people 
of our city to use brandy. 

Dr. Fiucke. — On what principle is brandy recommended ? 

Dr. Perrine. — On the warming or correcting plea. 

Dr. A. Wright thought a little brandy and sugar sometimes affords 
relief in the beginning, but it should not be continued. 

Dr. Duffin remarked that ladies sometimes take Bourbon whiskey 
under the plea of correcting a tendency to diarrhoea. 

Dr. Perrine knew two young ladies who drank whiskey because 
they had been short of water. 
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Dr. Moffat had once a case of typhoid ferer, rapidly fiinkiDg. The 
surrouDdings were strongly allopathic. The child was unconsciousy 
and^ as the friends supposed, required brandy. But he said, don't 
give it, give nourishment. Don't give it internally, put it on the 
pit of the stomach, but prevent taking the fumes. It acted well. 
About midnight another turn took place. They laid the brandy od 
the spine. More mental disturbance, more talking ensued. The 
child had taken the fumes which had been forbidden. The child 
rapidly recovered. 

Dr. Palmer. — ^Nine-tenths of all the allopathic remedies are pre- 
. pared with brandy. 

Dr. Moffat. — ^Dr. Wilson said brandy was a tinctnre of tobacco, 
Colombo and gentian mixed. 

Dr. Fincke called the attention of the Society to a meeting of the 
beard of health in Brooklyn, at which no homoeopathic body wm 
admitted, and where Dr. Conkling recommended the house-visitation 
scheme which exploded in England long ago. He always held to 
the old Saxon law, that •* my house is my own castle '' be it ever so 
poor, and he believed that no sort of treatment should be forced 
upon anybody, even on the plea of humanity^ He merely wished to 
^ect the attention of the Society to this matter, since the plan is to 
be elaborated in the board of health. The pass^es concerning this 
scheme were read from a publication in the " Union." 

Dr. Perrine. — ^If such were the case, we would not be able to treit 
our own piiatients. 

Dr. Wells. — ^We have the best assurances by the president, Mr. 
Shultz. 

Dr. Hanford confirms Dr. Wells' statement, and adds, that Dr. 
Stephen Smith said that every facility would be afforded to the 
komoeopathic profession^ 

Dr. A. Wright. — Mr. Shultz said he knew that one-third of the 
Nfew York population truflt their lives in the hands of homoeopathic 
physicians, and that one-half of the wealth of New York is in the 
hands of homoeopathic adherents, and of the intelligence the propor- 
tion is still greater. Can this large proportion be ignored? 
Dr. Duffin. — Necessity will compel them to take some measures. 
Dr. Fincke read the resolution proposed by Mr. J. H. Frothing- 
ham, relating to the proffered assistance of the board of health to 
the dispensaries and their officers. 

Dr. Perrine. — What practice does Mr. F. employ? 
Dr. Duffin.— Mr. F. employs Dr. Hull. 

Dr. Perrine. — We want to have somebody of influence in the board 
of health to push the matter. The physicians belonging to it hate 
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US. Parker and Crane will leave no Btono unturned in their efforts 
to prevent a fair competition. 

Dr. Richardson. — The committee are preparing blanks for records 
of cholera and cholerine. 

Dr. A. Wright thinks we can do no more than is done. All is 
promised that we can reasonably desire. 

Dr. Perrine recommended calling a mass meeting of homc&opathists 
in Brooklyn. 

Dr. A. Wright. — Many of the gentlemen on the platform at the 
public meeting of the board of health are homoeopathists. 

Dr. Perrine. — Gov. Fenton is a homoeopathist; when, however, the 
health bill came up, he did not recognize the claims *of the homoeo- 
pathists. We want a position in order to show the superiority of 
our system. 

Dr. Richardson desired to offer the -services of the homoeopathic 
physicians through the president of the dispensary. 

Dr. Perrine desired to awaken greater interest in this subject on 
the part of the homoeopathic profession. 

Dr. Hanford. — We need not be over anxious to provide homoeo- 
pathic treatment for the poor. There are some thousands of this 
elacs in the eastern district, he dare say, who would like to be treated 
by him in case cholera should become epidemic, and he would take 
his share. 

Dr. Bloede. — Application has been made to the board of health. 
When is it time to expect an answer? Has there been a conunittee 
appointed? 

Dr. A. Wright. — A committee has been appointed. 

Dr. Richardson. — This is not the point. The board has started 
another plan. We have asked foi' hospitals. They propose a house 
visitation. All are to be dispensary patients. If we wait till the 
districting is done, it will be too late. 

Dr. Barker. — Homoeopaths should visit wherever they are called. 
We cannot force our treatment on the unwilling. 

Dr. Fincke. — ^From the tenor of the resolution adopted at the 
meeting referred to, he believed that our homoeopathic dispensary, 
though not ofBcially represented, was included, and that the gentle- 
men on the platform, who were adherents of our system, meant well 
for homoeopathy when they adopted the resolution, and that we may 
be satisfied thus far. . 

Dr. Bloede. — Is the house visitation decided upon? 

Dr. Richardson. — It is the plan, but not detailed yet. 

Dr. Barker. — We have no right to force treatment upon indivi* 
duals. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



248 KINGS COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Dr. Richardson read Dr. Conkling's entire passage concerning the 
house to house visitation from the "Union," and continued: The 
main point is, that in this whole city dispensary patients shall be 
provided with visiting physicians ; if that is done, the homoeopathic 
profession will be ignored. 

Dr. Barker. — The board of health would not find a siiflSicient num- 
ber of physicians to do the labor. They would in such a season 
have so many professional engagements that they could not do it. 

Dr. Duffin. — The objection to the plan- is, the poor do not call to 
any great extent upon us. They are accustomed to allopathy, and 
would wonder why they could not have their usual treatment. If 
the districts were under our control, we would have to force our 
treatment upon them. This is not practical. 

Dr. A. Wright thinks it does not become the Society to find 
volunteers. Here we have chartered dispensaries. Suppose we say 
to the board of health that we have a dispensary ready to work. 
Physicians and laymen are ready to render assistance. He would 
have our system recognized. 

Dr. Fincke. — Since the Brooklyn homoeopathic dispensary is an 
incorporated body, it can speak for itself, and it is its duty to apply. 

Dr. Wells. — The remarks of Dr. Duffin are well worth considering. 
Mixed commissions don't work well. 

Dr. W. Wright. — We should declare before the pub lie. that we 
are ready. He desires to wake up the officers of the present dis- 
pensaries to ask their rights. 

Dr. Barker. — An announcement should be made that we are ready 
to treat patients. 

Dr. Wells. — Mr. Shultz has assured the committee that the persons 
appointed by the dispensary will be accepted. 

Dr. Perrine, — One of the editors of the Oommetxidl Advertiser told 
him he would be the representative of the Society in the J^ost, Tri- 
bune, and three Sunday papers besides his own. Dr. Steele was the 
name of this homoeopathic friend. 

Dr. Wells.-:-This spirit deserves all praise. If it were not un- 
wise, he would move a vote of thanks to that gentleman. 

Dr. Duffin. — ^AU the papers speak favorably of homoeopathy, even 
the " Times.'' 

Dr. Wells understaiids that Mr. Shultz is willing to give us any 
district or districts we may select. We shall have all we want. 

Dr. Perrine. — Extra hospitals will no doubt be establibhed as may 
be necessary. 

Dr. Barker finds in Jiis practice this season more dysentery and 
diarrhoea than ever before. 
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Dr. A. Wright. — In 1849, he found that where there was no 
cholera there was no dysentery. 

E. 
Adjourned Meetino, Brooklyn, May 15th, 1866. 

8 p. M. — ^Present: Drs. A. Wright, Billings, Bowen, Stnmm, jr., 
Wells, Duffin, Morrill, Miuton, Richardson, Barker, Newcomb, sen., 
Newcomb, jr., Bloede, Dinsmore, Guy, Bryant, Hawks, Fincke. 

Dr. A. Wright in the chair. 

Dr. A. Wright stated that he went to the ofBce of the Board of 
Health and signed his name. They asked him whether he was a 
homoeopath? He desired to know whether any law required homoeo- 
pathic physicians to put down their names ? 

Dr. Newcomb, sen., requested his son to sign their names, and 
obtain the blanks. He was asked whether he was a regular phy- 
sician ? He said, yes, and put his name down. 

Drs. Morrill and Duffin set down their names without remaiks 
being made. 

Dr. Bloede, on signing his name, was asked whether he was a 
homoeopathic physician ? 

Dr. Barker was asked to put behind his name " Homoeopath." He 
could understand why a distinction was made. He presumed all 
applications for homoeopathic treatment would be referred to homoeo- 
pathic physicians. 

Dr. Wells. — ^There is no law requiring it. 

Dr. Wells then read some amusing extracts from Dr. Wilkinson's 
pamphlet, entitled ** War, Cholera and the Ministry of Health, an 
Appeal to Sir Benjamin Hall and the British People," Londpn, 1855, 
bearing upon the present time. 

Dr. Morrill said he had an interview with Dr. Conkling of the 
Boar.d of Health. He told him that the Board of Health would 
assign parts of hospitals for homoeopathic treatment. All the medi- 
.cines dealt out should be furnished by the Board, and dispensed by 
the apothecary of the hospital on prescription of the physician. Dr. 
Conkling further said, that the Board woulcf adhere to this decision. 
They intend to divide the city into four districts, and establish a dis- 
penj^ry in each district. Books should be kept and from them 
information would be furnished to give notice where diarrhoea pre- 
vails, so that the physician could be directed^to that region. He, 
Dr. Conkling, and the other medical members of the Board, did not 
know what homoeopathy wns, because the homoeopaths are divided 
among themselves. They have taken Dr. Talmagc's publication in a 
newspaper as an authoritative exposition of horiioeopathy. 

Dr. Barker. — ^Dr. Hull told him he would be here. 
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Dr. A. Wright — ^Dr. Hull was the very first to condemn Talmage's 
article jn emphatic terms. 

Dr. Wells. — That Dr. Conklirig considers it authoritative, is a 
mere pretext, the literature of homoeopathy is before tlie people. 
. Dr. Morrill. — ^Dr. Conkling is a very respectable man and im . 
pressed him very favorably, so that he would consider him a fair 
opponent. The frequent interviews with Drs. Hull and Talraage 
seem to have impressed Dr. Conkling in the way indicated. 

Dr. Wells. — ^If so, it does not speak well for the intelligence of 
these gentlemen. 

Dr. Duffin. — It is an insult. He hoped every other homoeopathic 
physician would not submit- to such treatment at the hands of the 
Board of Health. 

Dr. Fincke. — As to respectable men, it always reminds one of the 
passage in the speech of Antonius in Julius Csesiir, **and Brutus is 
an honorable man." These honorable men, respectable as they may 
be, are not mere private individuals, they belong to a complete 
system which is constantly endeavoring to retard the progress of 
homoeopathy. All the respectable and honorable men in the allo- 
pathic ranks have fought against our cause bitterly. He regretted 
that services on the part of the homoeopathic profession have been 
offered. He supposed it was intended for the public good, but as 
matters stand, it had better not have been done. In the first place, 
there will be no serious epidemic of cholera; perhaps some cases in 
low, damp places, but nothing in his judgment points to a general 
epidemic. 

Now, all has been promised under the plea that a fair test should 
be afforded to both systems of medicine. But homoeopathy has 
given her test repeatedly in every epidemic, and stands in no need 
of a test conducted by the allopathic part of the Board of Health. 
On the other hand, allopathy has proved again and again its utter 
inability to treat cholera successfully. By statistics now before the 
public, and accepted all over the world, it is proved that at least 70 
are cured by the homoeopathic treatment whilst allopathy could only 
save 40. And this under all the advantages allopathy had over 
homoeopathy. And it was those very respectable men that have 
occasioned this excessive mortality. So their fair test is a m'ei4 
petitio principii. They circumvent the evidence of their own insuf- 
ficiency, and will make people believe that the question is not yet 
settled, and they are to settle it. But the public know better. 

Furthermore, they say, cholera is cured in the premonitory stages 
very easily. Indeed, that is so — but only under homoeopathic treat- 
ment. Why have they never cured it easily in all the epidemics 
before, at the oufcstet ? No, they recommend their murderous stimu- 
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lants and opium to all the families in this city. And to make sure 
of it, they render it obligatory upon everybody to be treated allo- 
pathically. They have no legal right to do so. They are subvert- 
ing the liberties of the people. The utter inutility of their system is 
illustrated in their treatment of rinderpest* They know no better 
remedy, than to slaughter the diseased animals. There is buit one 
step to slaughtering the sick men too, and a hint to that effect has 
been thrown out already in the Lancet, that the epidemic would not 
break out if it were possible to ctubIi it in the few first infected indi- 
viduals. 

He would not recommend anything inore on our part. All that 
conld have been «done, has been done. We need not make demon- 
strations, and better leave this to the charlatan. No decent physi- 
cian will announce his name in the newspaper, and it is considered 
as a breach of etiquette to advertise by handbill. If the time com-es, 
we shall have hospitals on the spur of the moment, from our numer- 
ous friends, — ^if we want them. And the Board of Health will yet 
come to us for assistance. 

He, therefore, on the principle, that everything is allowed which 
is not expressly forbidden, counsels independent action on our part 
in case of need. 

Dr. Bloede.-#-Knowledge of the facts which Dr. Morrill stated, 
should be given to the special committee on cholera. Dr. Morrill 
should be requested to give a short written statement of his conver- 
sation with Dr. Conkling. 

Dr. Wells is surprised, that the medical element in the Board 
should not know what homoeopathic treatment is, as they are cour 
sidered to be superior men in their own profession. 

Dr. Barker. — Dr. Parker and others say, that homceopathy is dan- 
gerous, and in trying cases homoeopathic physicians do not employ 
their own but allopathic remedies. 

Dr. Morrill confirmed this statement. 

Dr. Wells. — ^Homoeopathy is not on trial before the Board of 
Health. It has been tried over and over again, and proved its great 
efficiency in cholera. . In all the epidemics irom 1831 to the one now 
expected, which probably will not appear;, it has testified its strength 
and sufficiency. If they now question this experience, it is a lie and 
not the truth. If they really do not know the superior results of 
homoeopathic treatment in cholera, they are willfully ignorant, and 
are not qualified for the position they hold. Their treatment of the 
homoeopathic profession is an insult which should be promptly 
resented. Was it fair for the fox to invite the stork to dinner, and 
present him a flat dish ? So the fox of a Board of Health brings in 

* See page 113. 
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the flat dish of an apothecary in order to starve us to death. They 
must know that homoeopathy is successful. We don^t come before 
the community with new untried remedies. The public know 
that homoeopathy has been successfully tried over and over again. 
He would not go down upoii his knees before that Board; he would 
stand up and do his duty as a man. He would turn aside from such 
meanness. If homoeopathy is deprived of a proper share of medical 
treatment, let them do it, and let them take the responsibility. There 
is in our school a disposition to concede too much to that other school. 
Members of our school who make this suggestion are base, suspicious, 
crafty persons, and are not gentlemen. 

Dr. Morrill trusts so much in human nature, that he would accept 
the trial even under the proposed arrangement, in order to prove the 
superiority of homoeopathy before the public. Perhaps the apothe- 
cary would be an honorable man I He could not believe, that, where 
so much is at stake, human nature could be so base, as to trifle with 
life by falsifying and improperly administering the remedies. 

Dr. Fincke. — It has been done repeatedly in Germany. In his 
own native town (Plauen, Voigtland). One of the best and earliest 
homoeopaths. Dr. C. Handt, the bosom friend of Dr. JFranz, was con- 
stantly annoyed by the malice of the apothecary ,*who otherwise was 
a very respectable man. And then, suppose it sho%ld be necessary 
. to administer a high potency of any remedy, it cannot be done suc- 
cessfully because ordinary apothecaries do not prepare them or keep 
them on hand. 

Dr. Morrill. — ^But the doctor could hand the bottle to the apothe- 
cary, and then he could furnish it? 

Dr. Fincke. — That is just what he would not do. He would not 
tnist an apothecary. He trusts his remedies in no other hands than 
his own. This is a serious matter of life and death. The apothecary 
don^t understand anything about it. For a great deal depends upon 
delicacy of preparation which he doeanot understand, and which ho 
and his protectors ridicule, while we, by our experience, are enabled 
to use them with the greatest effect. And, then, in regard to giving 
him the remedies, it is not practical. Suppose I have a collection of 
remedies from the tincture»and crude drug up to the highest potency. 
And then from every potency branching off to many other prepara- 
tions made in various ways. How will you accustom the apothecary 
to the proper proportion and administration of our remedies ? Serv- 
ing for a good many years in the dispensary, I always applied my 
own remedies, and no one prevented me, why should a different 
arrangement be required in this instance ? 

As to the objection raised by the allopathic physicians about 
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division in our ranks, it appears to be most ridiculous, for there is 
no other system of medicine which is based upon the great princi- 
ple, simtlza szmzltbus curantur. This is acknowledged uniformly not 
by homoeopathic physicians and homoeopathists alone, but by all the 
world besides. There is no division on that score. It then can 
only relate to the dose, and, indeed, it is the dose which effectually 
separates us from allopathy, for the law of similarity they can forgive, 
but the infinitesimal dose never. But, is it not the very smallness of 
the dose which they never get tired of ridiculing ? And now they 
blame us for not sticking to our *text, the very thing they ridicule. 
Hahnemann, from the beginning, when he spoke of the similarity, at 
the same time, spoke also of the least possible dose as inseparably 
connected. This is a historical fact. Now these gentlemen on the 
other side must know very well, that in scientific matters, there is 
diversity of opinion, or else there is no life. Every one acts inde- 
pendently in his mind and action. There has been a bitter war 
going on ever since the time of Trinks. It has raged in Europe, 
and has prevented progress. But here in America things develop 
differently, because what is not forbidden is allowed. Here we 
acknowledge a large scale of remedies, from the crude substance up 
to the highest potencies, and we select from among the different 
potencies as they appear to be appropriate in each case. Generally, 
the great majority do not go below the third centesimal potency, 
which may be called already infinitesimal. And those who now use 
the lower potencies, if they find that the 12th, 30th, 200th, 2000th, 
etc., do better, they employ them, and, if they are successful, the 
prejudice which they had to the higher preparations dies out. There 
is, therefore, no ground whatever for the assertion, that there is 
division in our ranks. 

On fhe other hand, what principle is followed by allopathy ? 
They have none whatever. The number of divisions they have in 
their school cannot be counted. After further discussion on subjects 
of little general interest, the meeting adjourned. 



ARTICLE XXXIV. 

Report on Cllnicfd Medicine. Cases from my Note Book. By Wm. Wbight, M. D., 

of Brooklyn. 

Case 1. — Dysentery. 
W. W., some 45 3'ears of age, fair general health, though some- 
what dyspeptic, was suddenly taken ill with what proved to be a 
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violent attack of dysentery. All the symptoms were of an aggra- 
yated character. The discharges, which were composed almost 
entirely of blood, from the commencement, occurred as often as 
once in ten or fifteen minutes, and were attended with the most vio- 
lent tenesmus and agonizing pain in the os-coccyx. 

Great and universal prostration of the entire system early super- 
vened; and so rapidly did the vital powers sink, that serious fears 
were early entertained of the final result. A prompt, and, if you 
please, vigorous course of merc.-cor., coloc, aeon., and, at one 
moment, nitric acid; together with injections of cold water per 
rectum, after each evacuation (which were peculiarly grateful to the 
patient), with warm applications to the feet and fomentations to the 
bowels, were the means by which the disease was promptly arrested; 
so that at the end of the fourth day all morbid symptoms had passed 
away; and on the fifth the patient was up; and on the sixth, from 
the commencement of the attack, attending to his business. 

Convalescence was as rapid as could have been expected after so 
violent an attack, and seemed to be perfect, with the exception of a 
slight soreness of the rectum and a tendency to constipation. 

This state of things continued for several days, when an injection 
of simple warm water was resorted to, to relieve the loaded state of 
the bowels (they not having been moved spontaneously for several 
days), which was followed almost instantaneously with sharp and 
griping pain in the lower part of the abdomen, and a most copious 
discharge of fecal matter. A sense of great prostration and deadly 
sickness, with nausea and vomiting, immediately supervened; the 
pain and griping in the bowels increased, and eight or ten discharges, 
accompanied with violent tenesmus, followed in rapid succession 
thereafter. 

With the greatest dij3iculty our patient succeeded in reaching his 
house, a distance only of some two rods from the privy, when he 
was obliged immediately to resort to the "close stool." The alvine 
evacuations, which had now become almost pure blood, and the 
vomiting and intense pains still continuing, with scarcely a moment's 
cessation. 

Simultaneously with the nausea and vomiting (that is after reaching 
the house), the patient broke out into a profuse and general perspi- 
ration, so much so as to completely saturate his under garments in a 
few minutes. This perspiration waa followed immediately with a 
most intolerable itching, commencing at the pubic region, and rapidly 
extending upwards and downwards until the whole surface of the 
body became involved. Scarcely had the itching reached the ex- 
tremities when an eruption, strongly resembling vrticaria febrilis, 
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made its appearance, commencing at the same point and extending 
in the same order, until the whole body became completely 
enveloped. 

A few doses of dilut. tart. anti. sufficed to allay the nausea and 
vomiting ; mere, cor^ correct^ the dysenteric symptoms. Coloc. 
subdued the griping pains and tenesmus; so that a disease, which at 
one moment threatened a speedy and fatal termination, was promptly 
and effectually arrested with some half dozen dolbes of appropriate 
medicine. Convalescence was rapid, and the patient able to return 
to his business in a few days. 

The time which elapsed from the taking of the injection to the 
complete subsidence of all the violent symptoms, did not exceed 
three hours. But at least two of these hours were hours of the most 
intense suffering and general distress ima«jinable. 

Reflections. — It is somewhat difficult to account for all the pheno^' 
mena attending this somewhat anomalous attack or relapse of disease. 
That the weakened condition of the bowels, consequent upon a recent 
attack of dysentery, predisposed to a relapse, is probably quite true. 
But the profuse perspiration, the excessive and intolerable itching, 
and the general eruption which followed, were at least somewhat 
unique and not easily accounted for; except it be upon the hypothe- 
sis that the dysenteric symptoms were primarily dependent upon, or 
superinduced by a repelled eruption, and that the sudden arrest of 
the disease arose from the transfer or metastasis of the exanthenaatee 
from the abdominal viscera to the skin. 

Case II. — Croup. 

M. — v., age.d four years and two montlfe; of a sangui-uervous 
temperament; full habit and general good health; was taken slightly 
ill on the night of the 23d of February, with the ordinary symptoms 
of a common cold. On the morning of the 24th she awoke com- 
plaining of sore throat, some nausea, and a feeling of distress at the 
pit of the stomach. These symptoms were soon after followed by 
retching and vomiting. 

Prom the general prevalence of scarlatina in the immediate neigh- 
borhood at the time, I was led to regard the case as in all probability 
an attack of that disease, and consequently I prescribed aconite and 
belladonna in alternation, to be repeated hourly. 

25th. Symptoms somewhat improved; fever less; tonsils slightly 
swollen and inflamed; with considerable uneasiness and pain aboutr 
the throat ; tongue covered with a thin white coat of fur ; pulse of 
ordinary frequency ; alvlue evacuations natural ; thirst moderate. 
Continued the aconite and belladonna, and added mere. sol. a dose 
once in four hours. 
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My patient was said to be quite playful through the day, but be- 
cande restless at uight, and somewhat " croupy." 

26th, 27th. Symptoms continued about the same, with little varia- 
tion; though I thought that the evidences of membranific croup were 
gradually but slowly developing themselves. The patient continued 
playful through the day, but became m^ore restless again at night; 
with a hoai'se cough and occasional turns of difficult respiration. By 
the 28th these symptoms had become somewhat increased, with a 
slight metallic sound in the cough, and with more frequent attacks 
of sujBfocation in the breathing. Aconite, belladonna and mere. sol. 
were still continued. 

By March 2d the symptoms had become greatly aggravated. 
Small patches of membranous deposit visible on the uvula; cough 
hoarse; respiration metallic, and breathing laborious. Continued the 
remedies, alternating half hourly, and ordered the cold water band- 
age to the throat; substituting, however, the bi-chrom. potas. for the 
mere. sol. 

3d. Patient passed a restless night; cough hoarse and croupy; fits 
of suflFocatiug breathing; skin slightly moist; thirst moderate; urine 
scanty, with a countenance indicative of great distress. 

4th. Passed another restless night; all the croupy symptoms con- 
tinue without any apparent abatement. Medicines continued, p. m. 
Several pieces of false membrane were thrown off to-day in the vio- 
lent fits of coughing; this was followed with a marked improvement 
of all the more violent symptoms; skin became quite cool and slightly 
moistj respiration easier, and ct>ugh lessening. Gave the bi-chromate, 
after my second visit to-day, in sensible doses every 15 to 20 min- 
utes, omitting all othep medicaments. 

5th. During the night my patient had two or three "bad spells" 
of breathing, with some aggravation of the cough; but as the day 
wore away, these symptoms were greatly relieved by the expulsion 
of several pieces of false membrane ; the breathing of course becom- 
ing easier, an J the cough, although hoarse, losing much of its metal- 
lic and croupy sound. 

The aconite, belladonna and bi-chromate ,were again prescribed, 
and everything indicated a continued and steady improvement; but 
at 5 p. M. I was called in haste, the parents of my patient thinking 
that she was dying. On arriving at the bed-side I found that she 
had had a violent fit of coughing, attended with great and alarming 
suffocation, arising probably in consequence of portions of the false 
membrane becoming partially detached, thereby so obstructing the 
larynx as to excite both the coughing and suffocation. Bromine, bi- 
chromate and spongia were now prescribed, and with the happiest 
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results; for in the course of the night other large portions of the 
membrane were fully detached and thrown off, and from this time 
the patient steadily improved. * 

6th, 7th. I continued same treatment, but at long intervals; the 
patient in the meantime steadily improving. 

8th. Metallic sound entirely gone; general indications favorable. 
Spongia and belladonna were now substituted for the bromine and 
bi-chromate, and the patient continued rapidly to improve till the 
13th, when she was discharged cured. 

Case in. — Hoemorrhotds. — Several cases of this most obstinate 
and distressing malady have been, apparently, entirely cured by a 
few doses of the tincture of sesculus-hippocastanum, or horse-chestnut. 
My success has been ^ch, with its use, that I now rely entirely upon 
it in the treatment of all cases, and it rarely disappoints me. 

Case IV. — Spontaneous PtyaJism. — Miss E., soriie 18 years of 
age, fair complexion, dark-br^wn hair, medium stature, thin in flesh, 
and without ever having suffered from positive illness requiring 
medical attendance, yet, '* enjoying," as she expressed it, " rather 
poor health," was taken slightly ill with the ordinary symptoms of 
dyspepsia, early in July, 1861, for the removal of which she resorted 
to " roots and herbs," as prascribed domestically, with more or less 
benefit. But on or about the first of August of the same year, she 
was taken severely ill with what she called diarrhoea, the symptoms 
of which, as related Uy herself, were: *• discharges from the bowels, 
at first not very frequent, but attended with severe griping pain in 
the lower portion of the abdomen; some tenesmus; stools small and 
variously colored; slight nausea, with a constant and profuse flow of 
saliva, often running freely from the mouth, unless prevented by 
constant spitting; little or no fever, and scarcely any thirst; appe- 
tite poor; great prostration of strength; a dull heavy ache, with an 
occasional sharp twinge of pain in the left side, just below the breast; 
and a feeling of tenderness and soreness at the pit of the stomach. 

For the relief of thede symptoms, her physician (allopathic), pre- 
scribed, first a dose of olium ricini, followed by a very " bitter 
, brownish powder," (probably dov. pow.), for a day or two, then 
another dose of olium ricini followed with chalk-mixture. 

This treatment was continued, secundum artem, up to about the . 
8th of October, some two months or more, with the following result: 
Discharges from the rectum very frequent, ten to fifteen per day; 
pain in the bowels, and tenesmus almost constant, and at times very 
severe; stools slimy, small in quantity, sometimes light clay-colored, 
and at others tinged with blood. Pains in the left hypochondriac 
region greatly increased, and occasionally extending up to t^e left 
• [Assem. No. 190.] 17 
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shoulder; akin natural in point of temperature, though a trouhlesome 
anipti<m had oome out upon the forehead, noae and around itbs 
mouth. The flow of saliva was now enormous, running from the 
mouth as in the worst forms of mercurial salivation. Yet no odor 
indicating such an origin could be detected, nor is it believed to 
have arisen firom such a cause. The appetite, at first considerably 
impaired, had now become exceedingly poor aad capricious; the 
body greatly ^unaciated, and the eatite morale of the patient broken 
down and disheartened. 

Such were the symptoms, and such the circumstanoea, under which 
I found tiUe patient, when called to take charge of her. 

Without entering into detalU of the treatment, I would simpljr 
state, that though china, colocynth and nux. aided me somewhat in 
the management of the case, I am positive, that I am mainly indebted 
to mere. -cor. for the removal of the dysenteric symptoms; to nitric 
acid for the spontaneous salivation; and to bryonia for the removal 
of thoracic pains; all of which were speedily removed; the appetite 
returned; digestion became healthy, and the stools natural, in the 
remarkably, short period of something less than three wed^ Aq4 
the eruption upon the forehead, nose and lips afterwards readily 
yielded to a few doses of rhus tox. and^pia. Thus, in the course of 
a few weeks treatment by homoeopathic remedies, all symptoms of 
this formidable, disease, which had not only resisted all allopathic 
appliances, b%U even ffrew worse under their use^ was efiectually aad 
permanently cured. And the patient has, from that day to this, now 
five years, enjoyed uninterrupted good health. 



ARTICLE XXXV. 

Practical Observations on l!ie use of Chloroform in Obstetrics. Bj S. S. Gut, M. D., 

of Brooklyn. 

The names of Simpson, Channing and Ward, as well as a host of 
others to whom we might refer, are a sufficient guarantee of safety 
in the general use of chloroform in obstetrical practice. 

I propose in this paper to treat the subject solely on the basis of, 
personal experience. 

It is about twelve years since I commenced its use, and during 
that period I have administered it in over two hundred cases, and 
always with most happy results. 

It has not been my habit to urge it upon any, but simply to 
explain to each the beneficent qualities of its operation and leave her 
to decide as to its reception. In nearly every case, where it has 
been dsod once, and occasion for its use has arisen again, the patient 
has insisted upon its repetition* - ' 
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its eflbdhs-^perfioially obnsi^ered^-Hire as vaiiowhis the tempen^ 
ments and idiosyncraaieaof iti subjects, but its general eflbct is mueh 
tke mva6 upon alL 

Tile time — in the first instanoe-^reqaired to produce mMesthesia 
▼tries wid^y in diiereot cases. One is remarkably susceptible, and 
is completely under its influence in one minute. Anotber ma)r 
nqnire to inhale it five, ten, fifteen or eren twenty mkiutes. Some 
are rebdetod completely sooMwleiit, others seem to know all that is 
poasing, and yet when questioned afterwards, profess to i*emember 
nothing that has transpired. Others do actually know and remem- 
ber nearly everything that occurs, and yet afterwards profess that 
they sttfiered no pain of any consequence. 

Soikie become highly excited during its incipient adminittnition, 
bat all are presently pacified, and with rare exceptions remain quiet 
ind in a great measure passive to the end. 

Among other effects produced in the early stages of its use, is a 
disposition to sing, recite poetry, declaim, recite incidents of the 
ptBt, imagine themselves at the opera, attending a seruKm, a lecture, 
a ball, or anunbt their household affairs. 

l%e geDeral eflfoct produced on the mitid i^ much of the nature of 
a dream, in which the thoughts and ideas are sometimes connected, 
and at others disconnected, broken, and even at times chaotic. In- 
dted idl of the varied phenomena of dreams are from time to time 
exhibited. 

In hure oases a ^Id deiirimn is produced^ and for a moment, the 
patient becomes furious, attempts to leave the bed and makes other 
violent demonstrations, but by continued inhalations presently be- 
comes pacified. 

The immediate physical effects in general are as follows: 

There is considerable resistance to its reception into the ImigSf 
which at first are contracted suddenly — ^nay almost spasmodically — 
bat after a fisw eflbrti^ are enabled to receive it little by little, and 
presently to breathe it almost as freely as their native air. 

Immediately the pupils contract and then expand to a little more 
Uttn the normal size; the eyes take on a brilliant expression; the 
pnlae is quickened, at times becomes quite tense, and the nervous 
tiystem appears to be generally excited. Presently this condition 
ohanges; the nerves become qufet and steady; the eyes assume a 
mild and scmietimes even a dull expressioti; the patient complains 
of a tiitgling in the fingers; the pulse is gradually reduced and 
becomes more soft aUd full, and in a brief time, she becomes, in a 
greater or less degree unconsciotis. 

As the pulse becomes reduced, the breathing becomes heavier ^nd 
Mightly labored, and there is a ^[eneral indication of inGipient nar- 
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jootism. At this point there is generally a total iaaensibility to pain, 
"and the chloroform should be at once remoyed. 

This effect continues but for a brief period when the patieVit gradu- 
ally returns to conisciousiiess and senubility* 

To what extent can this process be carried wxthotut endangering 
4he health or life of the subject ? 

This is the alUmportant question, on the solution of which de- 
pends the practicability of chlorofornuc anaesthesia in obstetrics. 

I may answer in general terms that — ^in my opinion — it may be 
carried to any extent, necessary in the most protracted labors; pro- 
vided, always, that it be judiciously administered. 

I have kept the patient under its continuous influence — ^in two 
instances^^for twelve hours, and, in a great number of instances, 
from six to ten hours. 

The pulse, in my opinion, is the great indicator. It is universally 
and almost instantly affected by this agent. 

I have described above its action and changes to a certain stage 
of the process. Beyond this, however, there is a point where comeB 
a certain indication of danger. While the pulse beats steadily and 
remains tolerably ftt}l-ralthough it may be reduced to two-thirds its 
•normal number, all is well, but when* at or beyond this stage of tiie 
process the pulse begins to waver or show signal of unsteadiness, you 
may instantly apprehend danger, and wisdom would suggest the 
instant removal of the chloroform, and would also instruct .you to be 
more cautious in your future adpiinistrations of this {^ent. Attend- 
ant upon this condition of the pulse, you will generally note a sudden 
pallor of the face, and other evidences of. rapidly sinking vitality. 
• Should such a case be encountered, a sudden dash of cold water 
or a snuff or two of spirits of camphor will generally restore the 
equilibrium. 

I have met this condition but two or three times, and these were 
during my novitiate. A little very careful observation will enable 
one to foresee and avoid such an approximation to accident. 

To a novice in the use of this agent, I would advise carefulness 
but not timidity. Be positive and confident before the patient and 
those around you, but exercise caution within yourself. In other 
words, act with professional manliness and wisdom, and you will 
meet a ready success in its administration not only, but will cany 
with you henceforth the benediction of your grateful patient. 
' But, will the benefits derived from the use of tbi^ agent, any more 
than counterbalance the risk to the patient? Let us see — 

It renders the patient to a great degree insensible for many 
hours to the most torturing pains; pains such as the enduring 
patience of woman only could 'bear. This is the chief benefiti aod 
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sbould be in itself sufficient to induce the most indifferent and hard- 
hearted in the profession to adopt it at once, and set about his edu- 
cation in its use. But there are other great benefits growing out of 
its use, which are common both to the patient and the accoucheur. 
. 1st It shortens the time of labor on an average f/om one^'fiflh to 
one-fourth. This it does cbie^y, by .withdrawing from the patient 
for the time being, the power of volmitary resistance. There is 
consequently a general relaxation of the partes genetale^ and to this 
there immediately succeeds a lubricious discharge from the mucous 
surfaces of all the surrounding parts. 

2d. The contractions of the uterus instead of being retarded by 
the ansBsihetic condition, are actually hastened, and, moreover, are 
increased in intensity and duration: And this follows naturally from 
what has just been stated, and from the fact that nature increases 
her power to. expel the foetus just in proportion as the involved 
parts are prepared for its exit. 

3d. The labor is more immediately completed. The foetus is not 
only expelled more easily and rapidly, but the placenta and«9ecun- 
dines are never retained. At least it has so happened in my prac- 
tice, while I have had several cases of retention where chloroform 
was not administered. 

This occurs, in my opinion, from the fact that, in the first case, 
the emotional nature is held in abeyance by the anaesthetic condition. 
And, in the second case, that the accident is caused by the accession 
of a sudden and exceptive emotion; such as joy at the birth of an 
heir, or sadness at the 'thought that it may not be living. 

4th. In most cases of ^ labor where the agent is not used, it occurs 
that on the following day the patient' complains — ^if questioned — of 
a stiff, bruized or lame feeling throughout the body, whereas it 
rarely if ever occurs after the use of chloroform. 

It has often been stated by members of the profession and others 
who are opposed to its use, that serious consequences follow it3 
administration; that it superinduces abnormal conditions which 
often lead to the most disastrous effects. 

The burden of proof be upon him who asserts it. I will simply 
state, en passant, that 1 have taken special pains to observe on this 
head, and have never been able to discover any such results. I 
might also cite the testimony of the gentlemen named iu the begin- 
ning of thia article, in full corroboration of my statement. 

In conclusion, allow me to state that in my judgment, the use of 
chloroform in obstetrical practice is not only a God-given instrumen- 
tality for the relief of suffering humanity, under various and severe 
trials, but especially so in its beneficent effects in the terrible throes 
of maternity. 
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LIVINGSTON COUNTY HOMCEOPATHIO MEDICAL 

SOCIETX. 

List of Officers, TkHeffkte^, Committees and Members. 

Officers elected June 12, 1866. 

Dr. J. M. Blakesley .«•. President. 

A. L. L. Potter Y ico-Presidentr 

James A. Wedt Secretary, 

J. N. Aoderson , . . Treasurer. 

Censors, 

D^. A. A West Fowlersville LiTingston wantj^ 

O.D.Hamilton Mount Morris do do 

J. A; West Gencseo do do 

Deleg^aies to the Slate HomasopcOhic Meiic(U /Society. 
Dr. J. N. Anderson. Dr. J. A. West 

Delegate to the American Institute of HfymoBO^thy'^ 
Dr. J. M. Blakesley. 

Members. 

Dr. J. Ni. Anderson Dansville LivingstoB county. 

J. M. Blakesley Avon 

O.D.Hamilton M'oiint Morris . 

W.B. Wells do _^. 

A. L. L. Potter Nunda.*. 

A-! A« West Fowlersville 

J. A. West Geneseo 

The annual meetihg ia held on the second Tuesday of Jiuie; tbo 
s^mi-annual on the first Tuesday of October. 
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ARTICLE XXXYI. 

SpHEDULE OF PRICES FOR MeDICAL SERVICES AIXJPTED BT THE 

Homoeopathic Medical Society of the Countv of Livingston, 
June 12, 1866. 

For counsel and advice in office tO.50 lo $1.00 

an ordinary village vi^it 1.00 

a visit beyond the limits of any village i>er mile 

(to- be added to village visit) - 0*50 

viaitmg patiexit at night after 9 o'clock add dO 

to 100 per cent* 
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For Tisit and consultation with another physician in 

your own village $3.00 to $5.00 

attendanee upon a patient per hour ^'^ . «. 0.50 

do do per day 5.00 to 12.00 

dressing simple wound 1.00 to 3»00 

do extensive wound 2.00 to 5.00 

tying each artery I.OO to 2.00 

opening abscess . 0.50 to 3.00 

genuine vaccination 1.00 

introduction of a catheter (additional to ordi- 
nary charge) - 1.00 

the first dressing of a simple fracture or dislo- 
cation 5.00 to 10.00 

first dressing of a compound or comminuted 

fracture or complicated dislocation 10.00 to 20.00 

attendance in a natural case of obstetrics « 10.00 

extraction of placenti^ not being present at 

• delivery 5.00 

turning foetus 10;00 to 20.00 

curing' syphilitic diseases, jpro re noJta 5i00 to 25.00 
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MADISON COtJNTY HOMCEOPATHIC MEDICAL 

SOCIETY. 

List of Officers, Delegates, Committees and Members, 1866. 

ARTICLE XXXVII. 

OFFICERS ELECTED JUNE 27, 1866. 

Dr. H. F. Adams, Canastota, President,' 
• Ira C. Owen, Sherburne, Vice President. 

Geo. B. Palmer, East Hamilton, Secretaiy and Treasurer. 

CENSORS. 

Dr. Isaac Clark^ Eaton, Madison county. 
G. L. Giflford, Hamilton, do 
Ira C. O^en, Sherburne, Chenango county. 

DELEGATES TO THE STATE HOM(EOrATHIC MEDICAL SOCXETT. 

Dr. George B. Palmer. Dr. Ira C. Owen. 

DELEGATE TO THE ONEIDA OOUNTT HOMCEOPATHIC MEDICAL SOdBTT. 

Dr. G. L. Gifford. 

DELEGATE TO THE ONONDAGA GOUNTY HOMCEOPATHIC MEDICAL SOCIETT. 

Dr. George B. Palmer, 

COMMITTEES. 

DiB. Owen, Brown and Wallace, Theory and Practice of Medicine. 
Palmer and Gifford, Special Pathology and Therapeutics. 
Oifford, Wallace and Owen, Materia Medica. 
Palmer and Wallace, Surgical Qises. 
•Owen, Palmer and Wallace, Obstetrics. 
Palmer, Gifford and Brown, Diseases of Women. 
Owen, Brown and Loomis, Diseases of Children. 
Wallace, Loomis and Brown, Prevailing Epidemics. 

HONORARY MEMBERS. 

Dr. E. A Munger Waterville New York. 

G. W. Bailey-... do do 

H. M. Paine Albany do 

W.B.Brown Rochester do 

MEMBERS* 

Dr. D. D. Loomis Morrisville Madison county- 
Isaac Clark Eaton do 

G. L. Gifford Hamilton do 

George B. Palmer East Hamilton .... do 

A.E.Wallace Oneida do 

H. F. Ad«ns Canastota do 

Ira C. Owen. ^ Sherburne Chenango Co. 

The annual Jtteeting is held on the fourth Tuesday o.f June.. 
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MONROE COUNTY HOMCEOPATHIC MEDICAL 

SOCIETY. 

m 

ARTICLE XXXVIII. 



List of Officers and Members. 

Officers elected^ 1866. 

Dr. George Lewis Rochester Pi*esident. 

M. M. Matthews do Vice President ^ 

D.^ A. Baldwin do Sec'y and Treasurer. 



Dr. W. R Brown. 



Censors* 
Dr. T. C. White. 



Dr. G. W. Peer. 



Delegates to the State Homceopathic Medical Society. 
Dr. M, M. Matthews. Dr. Charles Sumner. Dr. D. A. Baldwin. 

Membei's.^ 
Dr. D. A. Baldwin Ilochester 



J. P. Biegler ... 
W. M. Fleming. 

E. H.Hnrd 

George Lewis 

M. M. Matthews , 
E. T. Preston... 

G. Reno 

R. J. Smith 

Charles Sumner.. 

T. C. White 

W.R. Brown.... 
G. W. Peer 
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NEW YORK COUNTY HOMCEOPATHIC MEDICAL 

SOCIETY. . 

. List of Officers, Delegates, Committees and Members^ 1866. 

Officers elected December 13, 1865. 

Dr. Benjamin F. Bowers New York President. 

P. S. Bradford do Vice President. 

Henry M. Smith do Secretary. 

Edwin M. Kellogg do Treasurei^ 

Censors. 

Dr. Carroll Dunham New York New York Co, 

D.D.Smith. do do 

J.F.Gray do do 

L. Hallock do do 

A. S.Bali d# do 

Ddegates to the State HbmceopcUhtc Society. 

Dr. Alonzo S. Ball, Dr. Sam'l B. Barlow, Dr. Edward Bayard, 
Jacob Beakley, Geo. E. Belcher, Benj. F. Bowers, 

Egbert Guernsey, Lewis Hallock, F. W. Hunt, 

Benj. F. Joslin, Edwin M. Kellogg, Erastus £. Marcy, 

Robert McMurray, J. McE. Wetmore, Daniel D. Smith. 
Henry M. Smith, John A. Ward, 

Committee on Statistics, 

Dr. Edward P. Fowler, Dr. F. S. Biadford, 

Benj. F. Bowera, Edward Bayard, 

Dr. Henry M. Smith. 

Honorary Members. 

Constantine Hering, M. D Philadelphia, Pa. 

David Wilson, M. D London, Eng. 

John Epps, M. D London, Eng. 

John F. Gray, M. D New York. 

Correspondinff Members. 

C. W. Boyce, M. D Auburn, N. Y. 

Horace M. Paine, M. D Albany, N. Y. 
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Dr. Timothy F. Allen 96 4th aventie New York 

J. E. Andrews 57 West 2»th street do 

Jared G. Baldwin 22 East 24th street do 

Alonzo S. Ball 43 West 1 1th street do 

William J. Baner 234 4th avenue do 

Samuel B. Barlow 62 East 21st street •do 

Edward Bayard 6 West 14th street do 

Jacob Beakley Qrammerey Pk House ... do . 

George E. Belcher 50 East 21st street do 

Ralph Blackelock 262 West 24th street do 

Benjamin P. Bowers 22 East 20th street do 

R S. Bradford 108 4th avenue do 

Stephen P. Burdick 303 West 84th street do 

J. A. Carmichael 116 East 20th street do 

J. H. Deroarest 1981 3d avenue do 

C. F. Delia Bella 36 Union Squni-e do 

J. W. Dowling 32 East 20th street do 

Carroll D\mham 68 East 12th street do 

J.T.Evans 27 East 31st street do 

Joseph Finch 200 West 43d street do 

Otto Fitch 469 6th avenue da 

J. H. Forbes 22d street and 7th avenue do 

B. P. Fowler 37 East 15th street :• do 

Warren Freeman 48 West 24th street do 

E. G. Frel%h 128 9th street do 

M. Freligh 128 9th street do 

Otto Fulgraff- 41 East 15th street do 

John F. Gray 43 East 20th street do 

H. S. Gilbert 44 East 22d street do 

Egbert Guernsey 18 West 23d ^reet do 

Lewis Hallock 92 Madison avenue do 

J. B. Holtby 116 East 20th street . do 

William Horwitz 80 West 1 1th street do 

Asahel Houghton 313 West 26th street do 

Franklin W. Hunt 107 West 36th street do 

Henry J. Jackson 18 West 28d street do 

Silas Jones J 1924 3d avenue do 

Benjamin F. Joslin 52 West 29th street 1 do 

Edwin M. Kellogg 96 4th avenue do 

C. Kiersted 146 West 30th street do 

C. C. Kiersted 146 West 30th street do * 

Oliver K. King 163 West 22d street . . : . . do 

Stephen R Kirby 31 West Washington pi. . do 

•Alexis Leon 26 East 22d street do 

Samuel Lilienthal 230 West 25th street .... do 

Theodore Liebold 41 East 15th street do 

J. L. Linsley 140 East 54th street ..... do 

Erastns E. Marcy 26 East 22d street do 
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Dr. Robert McMurray 1 92 2d avenue New York. 

Henry B. Millard 7 East 27th street do . 

John J. Mitchell 965 2davenue do 

J. W. Mitchell Washington Heights do 

William O. McDonald . . 37 East 15th street. do 

M. W. Palmer 64 Riyington street ... do 

W. Peterson 27 East 31st strectj do 

T. S. Ring : — 82dstreet do 

J. V. F. Shoeckcl do 

Daniel D. Smith 71 Irving place do 

Henry M. Smith. 105 4th avenue do 

Thomas P. Smith W. 128th st, bt. 4th& 5th av do 

Emma R, Still 74 East 12th street do 

Samuel W. Taylor 147 Hudson street ;. do 

Augustus P. Throop 12 West 4l8t street do 

John A. Ward 41 West 23d street do 

Ed wi n West 42 West Washington pi . . do 

Joseph H. Westcott 200 West 42d street do 

J. E. McWetmore 50 East 2 1st street do 

J. Ralsey White 1915 3davenue do 

W.H.White 173 5th avenue do 

L. deV. Wilder 55 West 28th street do 

The annual meeting for thjB election of o£Scers is held on tho 

second Wednesday of November. Regular meetings are held oa the 

second Wednesday of each mouth. ^ 



ARTICLE XXXIX. 

Remarks at a dinner of the New York County Homoeopathic Medical Society, on tbo 
anniversary of the birth of Hahnemann, April, 1865. By EoBkKT Gusbmset, M. D., 
President of the Society. 

An after dinner speech, is neither the time nor the place for a 
metaphysical disquisitidi upon medical science, or any of the dry 
details of our profession. But on the anniversary of the birth of 
Hahnemann, and before an audience composed mostly of physicians, 
I may be justified in presenting a few practical thoughts, which may 
be of use to us' in the every day duties of life. 

To succeed should be one of the great objects in the life of every 
jpan. And by success, I do not mean the mere gratification of self- 
ish ambition. I do not mean the gathering together of gold and 
jsilver, and the accumulation of houses and lands, however desirable 
these may be in themselves. I mean that higher success which 
ennobles the intellect, lifts a profession into a purer atmosphere and 
invests it with that dignity', and usefulness which compels respect, 
and makes it honored and beloved. That kind of success, which 
helps to make man better, which enables him to rise above the petty 
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passiAks and prejudioes of life, and do his share in the greit work of 
the regeneration of his race. This is the success for which the physi- 
cian should strife, and if he cannot so far divest his mind of passion 
and prejudice as to enable him to derote the strength of an unclouded 
intellect to the solution of the great questions of *' what is truth;'' 
" and how in hi^ profession can the interests of humanity best be 
promoted," he has mistaken his calling. 

Self-respect is absolutely essential to success. When the physician 
ceases to respect himself, ceases to uphold the dignity of his profes- 
sion, then will the world cease to respect him. Too often he permits 
his profession to degenerate into a mere trade in which he barters 
his skill for dollara and cents, and limits his interest in his patients 
to the amount they contribute to his purse. 

And in this, I mean no disrespect, to the merchant, for his ventures 
are based on the prospect of gain; to this he bends the strongest 
energies of his intellect, and not unfrequeutly scatters the money 
thus accumulated, with a wise and generons hand.. But when the 
medical profes&ion stoops from its high position, and enters the lists 
of barter and trade, using its sublime art only as a means to wealth 
and selfish plensure, it will meet, as it deserves, the scorn and con- 
tempt of mankind* A physician with such feelings and such princi- 
ples, may amass wealth, but it will fail to secure him the respect of 
his own conscience or of honorable men. He has lamentably failed 
in the performance of his duty or in comprehending the spirit of his 
profession. 

One of the strongest elements of success is an honest and intelli- 
gent belief in the truth and importance of the principles advocated. 

The very honesty of one's convictions begets an earnestness and 
zeal which goes far to insure success, and when based upon truth 
and united with intelligence, irenders him almost jnvincible. He 
cannot be li^kewarm,- but leaves the strong imprint of his honest, 
earnest mind, upon every professional act of his life. There is a very 
marked difference between the zeal and earnestness which grow from 
an honest and intelligent conviction, and the bigotry and intolerance 
which result from ignorance. The one is broad and liberal in his 
views, always ready to give a reason for the faith within him, grasp- 
ing warmly by the band every sincere worshiper at the shrine of 
truth, and hailing him as a friend and brother. The other breathing 
anathemas against all who dare depart from the old beaten paths, 
can see no truth unless it comes through certain orthodox channels, 
and is content to tread the path his fathers trod without inquiring 
whether modern thought and scientific research may not, without 
having departed from established principles, have contributed some- 
thing to human knowledge. 
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One of the gi^eatest impediments to the progress of true science is 
the magnetic power which some great mind exerts, grasping and 
controlling the intellect of those who come after, for centuries. Every 
phase of that mind is studied and copied, and inasmuch as it enume- 
rated some truths, established some great principles, therefore every 
thought must be held in religious veueration; and, to the end of 
time, all must be satisfied with feeding on the food it left. This 
hero-worship is the bane and curse of our profession. 

What though Hippocrates enunciated some great truths, standing 
like a god among his compeers, is that a reason why, century after 
oeiitur}^ the medical profession should repose calmly beneath the 
shade of his gi*eat intellect, never daring to question the truth of his 
dogma of '' contraria ?" What though Hahneihana developed a sys- 
tem, grand and comprehensive, upon the law of ** similia " — a law as 
eternal as nature itself — is that a reason why we should worship him 
as a god, and blindly subscribe to his every thought^ as though he 
had reached the point in human knowledge beyond which no one 
could go ? Is this blind adoration worthy the human intellect? 

Do not misunderstand me. In my veneration for the genius and 
character of Hahnemann, I yield to no man. Th|x>i:^h calumny, 
fierce as ever beat upon a human head ; through bitter, grinding 
poverty — such that must have wining his heart, for what father can 
hear from his children, unmoved, the cry of hunger? — he toiled on, 
developing step by step a grand and comprehensive system of scien- 
tific medicine. 

All honor to him for his self-denying labors. All honor to his 
patient, noble wife, who cheered him on through all those dark and 
bitter hom*s, holding up his hands and strengthening his heart, until 
the battle was fought and the victory won. 

In our v^nenition for the man, in holding fiist to the great law of 
dynamization, in following out his plan of a pure mateda medica, we 
need not forget our own individuality, and in all things pertaining 
to medicine surrender to his behest our reason and our judgment 
We stand where he stood on the great law of *' similia "^-^a law 
which Pai*acel6us loudly proclaimed before him, and seizing hold of 
his great doctrines of dynamization and a pure materia medica, feel that 
we have a platform broad and strong enough for all to stand upon and 
work in harmony, without wrangling about little points of difference. 
In this way we avoid on the one side the narrow plank of bigotry and 
intolerance, and on the other that broad liberality which gets outside 
of all schools and all science. 

I have said, an honest and intelligent conviction of the truth and 
importanoe of the principles we advocate, is one of the strongest 
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elements of sucoesB. Hence, we can see the importance of present- 
ing these principles in a clear, fair and ^i^P^^oi^&^^^Anner, to the 
minds of those who are to bear up the standard of our profession 
after we have passed away. See to it that their minds are poisoned 
by no sophistries, nor embittered by the prejudice of early educa- 
tion, for these prejudices often become a part of one's very life. 
Had the sons of the North been trained with half the care in the 
doctrine of the unity and indestructibility of the nation, as those of 
the South were in state rights, ,the shock of battle when it came 
would not have found us so unprepared; in fact it might not have 
come at all, for .public sentiment would have been like a wall of iron. 
Too much care cannot be taken to place ourselves right with those 
who are to come after us, so that they may intelligently receive or 
reject those principles which we deem of such vital interest to 
. hamanity. Men of wise experienoe,^ho have learned lessons of 
wisdom through long years of patient and careful watching at the 
be4}-side of the sick, or in studying the leaves of the great l^k of 
nature, should remember that they have no right to let those rich 
stores of wisdom perish with them. They have no right to keep 
back their quota to the great storehouse of human knowledge. It 
belongs not to them but to humanity, and they lie to them if they 
keep back or bury the knowledge God has given them for the uni- 
versal good* Let them teach in any way they can; by pen, by 
counsel or in the halls of our scientific institutions. Are our 
scientific institutions unworthy the name; are those who minister in 
their halls, blind leaders; are those who go out from among them 
sadly deficient in medical education? Where is the blame ? What 
have you done that you have a right to complain? Why do you 
not thrust away those blind leaders, and let your voice be heard im 
those halls ? Why do you not step into the breach and fped those 
&mishing intellects with the rich stores of your own experience and 
scientific researcbf What though you may have to associate with 
those with whom in many things you have no sympathy, so long as 
good can be accomplished. Bemember that the great physician sat 
at the table with the man who was to betray him to death, and is 
the servant greater than the master? 

The young physician has a right to expect, and should receive the 
sympathy, counsel and cordial support of the older members of the 
profession. Semaoiber they enter upon, to them, an untried path, 
• aad you should not forget, as prosperity surrounds you, and warm 
friends greet you on every hand, how sweet to you on starting in 
your career was the word of sympathy, and how grateful the simplest 
act of kindness. They will find their trials hard enough to bear, 
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without the rebuffs or neglect of those who should bo their friends 
aud supporters. I have seen classes pf young men going out from 
their Alma Matei\ into the broad world, alone; into the rauks of a 
noble profession, with no professional welcome except from their 
teachers. Where were tfiose they had been accustomed to look 
upon aa fathers in medicine ? Where were those who Were honora- 
bly filling the ranks of their chosen profession, that they could not 
spare one littl^ hour to bid their younger brethreh welcome and God 
speed ? Not intentional perhaps was the neglect. They had for- 
gotten that they were once young, and that the path those young 
men were to tread might be for many years a bitter and a thorny 
one. Another element of success, to which I may briefly refer, in 
every great enterprise, in every profession, is unity and harmony of 
action. What can be acoomnlished where a profession is broken up 
into warring elements, or p^y cliques, each jealous of the other, 
each striving for the ascendancy, wrangling about some petty point, 
bene||h the dignity and intellect of a sensible man, while the golden 
moment for accomplishing great ends is allowed to pass unimproved. 
Every great object is accomplished by concerted and persistent 
action, by boldly demanding your rights and working for them like 
men, not whining like whipped children at the base ingratitude of 
the world, and your failure in accomplishing your purposes. 

The world respects strength and braVery, but despises those who 
waste their strength in petty quarrels among themselves instead of 
making their blows tell for the victory of those principles which they 
profess to revere. It is the shame of our profession that diflTerences 
in the sick room, which may be merely honest diflerences of opinion, 
are apt to engender lasting enmity in social life. They refuse to 
meet again in consultation^ refuse to recognize each other in the 
street, and all because of an honest difference in the sick room. I 
have sometimes thought that in some things the medical profession 
were the greatest fools in the world, except the Slergy, who are, if 
anything, more bitter in controversy and more foolish in hate than 
we are. We might all learn a wise lesson from the lawyer or editor 
who leaves his anger in the court room or in the sanctum, looking 
upon all the bitter words as said in a Pickwickian sense. 

If the medical profession has already accomplished so much, 
towards the relief of humanity, what might it not do if it rallied 
fair and united around great principles, working in harmonious 
action for the universal good, burying all past animosities in the 
grave, rising to the dignity of thoir calling and working shoulder to 
shoulder in the great work which our profession must yet accomplish. 
God grant that the time is not far distant when the differences which 
now separate us, but which are every day growing less and less, may 
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be swept away and we all stand' on one platform, beneath one shining 
flag, working for one great end. 



I 



ARTICLE XL. 

Pftthigenetic and Therapeutic Powers of Sangainaria Canadensis. By F. W. Bxjst, 

M. D., of New York. 

Jast one hundred years after Cartier discovered the St. Lawrence 
river and bestowed the name of New France upon nearly half of 
North America, Jacob Comuti, a scientific associate of the French 
governor, noticed and described the plant now known by the name 
ofsaoguinaria. 

The name of Governor Champlain will be perpetuated by geo- 
graphers in association with the lake of that name, and history will 
preserve the record of his services in founding the city of Quebec. 
It is proper that science should transmit to posterity the memory of 
Cornuti, who, when his old commander was dying, sought a new 
friend in this beautiful plant which he was the first to introduce to 
the botanists of Europe. 

It is said, that within five years after it was described by Comuti, 
it was cultivated in England as a rare exotic of great beauty. It has 
since been found in nearly every part of North America, and has 
been described by all botanists from Toumefort to the present time. 
I propose to review the observations of two centuries furnished by 
medical men, to analyze the symptoms they have recorded, and to 
compare them with the results of personal observations commenced 
about thirty-five years ago. 

The several names of the plant bestowed by good authorities are : 

Sanguinofria canadensis. {Linnmus.) 

Sanguinaria vernalis. {8alisbitn/.) [This is the more appropriate 
name.] 

Papaver comiculatum. {Sen). 

Chelidonium humile. Flora alba stilato. {Pruk.) 

Cbelidonium mycenum. Flora alba. {Biiiss.) 

Chelidonium maximum canadans acaulis. {Oamot.) 

Banunculus virgioianus albus. 

Berhamosia sarica Tourneforti. (Park.) 

Bloodrroot: Indian puccoon, Indian paint, Indian turmeric. 

There is but one species, the sanguinaria canadensis; tho name 
was given by Linnieus. 

BOTANIOAIi ChABAOTEB. 

Class Xn, Polyandria, of the artificial sexual system of linnseus^ 
[Assem. No. 190.] 18 
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Order 1. Monogynia. Jfalural order of J\i9sieu <md Lindley^ 62. 
Eapapaveracese, or Rhodaead of Linnasus. 

. The sanguinaria is a spring plant found in Canada, all parts of the 
United States extending southward to Florida, and - westward to 
Mexico and Oregon. It geuerally grows in rich lands covered with 
forests, avoiding the neighborhood of the sea and high mountains. 

GrBKERIC ChARACTEB. 

Calyz caducous, two sepaled; stigma sessile, twinned, two grooved; 
capsule pod-like, ovate, one-celled, two-valved, acute at each end; 
valves caducous; columella two, permanent. 

The essential generic character is thus given by Le CandoUe : 
** Petals eight to twelve; stamens twenty-four; stigmas two; capsule 
oblong, bivalved, ventricose, acute at both extremities ; valves deci- 
duous; placentae two, persistent. 

The root is perennial, oblong, horizontal oblong, and when green, 
nearly the length of the finger, from one-fourth to one-half an inch 
in diameter, knotty, fleshy, with numerous radicles. Its premorse or 
abrupt form is occasioned by offsets at the side which sepc^rate as the 
root decays." Its color is reddish brown externally, but paler inter- 
nally. It is succulent, and when cut or broken, emits from numerous 
points on the transvei-se surface a bright orange, or dark vermillion- 
colored juice, which has a peculiar, bitterish, acrid taste, which long 
remains in the mouth and lelkves a persistent burning, in the throat 
The juice of the stem is between a red color and yellow, as that from 
the stem of chelidonium majus i^ a pure yellow, and that from pa* 
paver is white. 

The bud which terminates the root is composed of successive soaks 
or sheaths, the last of which acquires considerable size before the 
plant springs up. By dissection of the bud in summer or autumn 
the embryo leaf and flower of the ensuing spring may be discovered, 
and with a common magnifying glass even the stamens may be 
counted without any caulis. 

Petiole. — ^But a single petiole and scape or peduncle generally 
proceed from each bud of the tub^, both being enveloped at the 
base with the sheaths above mentioned, which are glaucous and 
somewhat succulent. The petiole is radical and solitaryi from two 
to four inches long, and channeled. 

Leqf. — ^The leaf is reniform, sub-cordate, with five or seven large 
rounded lobes separated by obtuse sinuses. The leaf is very glaucoas, 
deb'cate, of a grey-green color, resembling in texture the leaf of the 
chelidonium; the underside is strongly reticulated with veins paler 
than the upper side and at length becoming glaucous. After the fall 
of the flower the leaves continue to girow, and by mid-summer, when 
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tile seeds have fully ripened, they appear like the leaves of some 
other plant, being more like asarum than sanguinaria. 

The scape or peduncle is smooth, naked, round, rising in front of 
the petiole and enfolded by the young leaf. It is from two to six 
inches long, bearing the flower; the flowers appearing in March or 
April. 

The calyx is a di-sepalous or two-leaved perianth. The sepals are 
concave, obtuse, shorter than the corolla and caducous. 

The corolla is polypetalous, the petals being generally eight in 
number, varying from eight to fourteen, and under cultivation their 
number is often doubled. They are white, spreading, obtuse, and 
deciduous like those of the poppy; the external and alternate petals 
being longer and wider than the others, giving the flower a square 
appearance. ^ 

The stamens are about twenty-four in number; filaments simple, 
shorter than the corolla; anthers oblong and yellow ; receptacles or 
placentas, two in number, marginal and filiform. 

The fferm is oblong and compressed. The stile is wanting; stigma 
sessile, thick and two-grooved; the same height as the stamens and 
persistent. 

The capsule is superior, oblong, lanceolate, tapering at both ends, 
the apex attenuated. It is two-valved, two-celled; it bursts when 
the seeds are ripe and tl^en disappears. Receptacles two in number, 
filiform marginal. 

Seeds. — ^These are numerous, roundish, compressed; dark, shining 
red in color, and half surrounded by a white vermiform appendix, 
projecting out of the lower end. 

The medicinal properties of sanguinaria reside in the rhizoma, 
which contains the red-colored juice. It should be gathered early in 
the spring, or late in the autumn. For all medicinal purposes we • 
prefer the dried root. The leaves and seeds have been little tried, 
and have been pronounced poisonous. The odor of the root .is. 
poisonous and somewhat narcotic; and when .pulverized, the dry and 
fine powder excites sneezing. 

Chemical CHARAorBB. 
The chemical analysis furnishes the following constituents: 

1. Sanguinarina. This alkaloid was discovered by Dr. Dana, of 
New York, in 1824; and in it the active properties of the plant 
chiefly reside. Dr. James Schiel, of St. Louis, claims to have deter- 
mined the identity of sanguinarina with chelerythrin, t)btained from 
chelidonium. {Silltman^s Journal of Science and Art^ September, 
1855.) The formula for sanguinarina is C37 Hie NOg . 

2. A second alkaloid has been foutid in sanguinaria by Biegel, 
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which he thinks is analogous to porphyroxin obtained by Merck 
from opium. 

3. Mr. E. S. Wayne, of Cincinnati, has discovered a third alkaloid 
for which the name puccin has been proposed. Besides these three 
alkaloids, sanguinaria contains: 

4. Chelidonic acid. 

5. Fecula. 

6. Saccharine matter. 

7. Albumen. 

8. Resin, orange colored. 

9. Fixed oil. 

10. Gum in small quantity. 

11. Extractive. 

12. Ligni. {Pharmaceutic Journal^ March, 1860, p. 46.) Another 
analysis is given by Mr. Lee. {Amencan Journal of Phamiacy, 
vol. I., p. 32.) 

Medical Properties or Sanquinaeia. 

The first knowledge of the properties of this plant obtained by 
Europeans, was derived from the Indians. They used the juice as a 
paint to omamtot their faces, and also as a remedy for certain pecto- 
ral diseases. It is illustrated in the Botanical Magazine, 162; Bige- 
low's Materia Medica, 7; American Medical Botany, I., p. 175; Bar- 
ton's Vegetable Materia Medica, II., Carsoh, Illustrations, 9; Wil- 
denow. Species Plantarum, 11., 1140. Several provings of its powers 
have been made by members of our school, among the best of which 
is one in the Transactions of the American Institute of Homoeopathy, 
vol. I. 

The specific action of sanguinaria has been supposed to manifest 
itself chiefly in the respiratory system, the heart, the absorbents, 
lacteals, and assimilating organs, and finally on the nerves. In its 
action on all of these structures, it is generally spoken of as an 
*< excitant, or alterant," capable of subverting diseased action and 
** substituting its own action." 

It has become common to seek for the full powers of a drug in 
some concentrated preparation which may be supposed to contain 
them all in small bulk; but no essential benefits have as yet been 
realized from the use of the alkaloids obtained from this plant 

Effects of Sakguinarina. 

The late Pipfessor B. P. Thomas, of Philadelphia, experimented 
with this substance and obtained the following results: 

In doses, of from one twelfth to one-fourth of a grain, it acted 
merely as an expectorant without distiurbing the stomach. 
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In doseis of ooe-sixth to one-fourth of a grain every two hours, it 
produced nausea and sometimes caused vomiting. 

In doses of one*half of a grain in solution, every ten minutes, it 
almost uniformly caused vomiting after the second or third dose. 

In doses of from one>eighth to one-sixth of a grain every three 
hours, continued for two days or more, it generally reduced the pulse 
from ten to fifteen beats per minute. {Proceedings of American 
Medical Associaiion, 1863, p. 219.) 

It is thus 9een that the general pathogenetic effects of the chief 
alkaloid contained in the root are essentially, perhaps, the same as 
those long known to belong to the entire substance: but our profes- 
sional as well as popular knowledge is almost entirely derived from 
experiments with the powdered root, the tincture or other prepara- 
tions of the same. Like most of our best remedies, it is indeed a 
very multifarious combination; and like nux-vomica, and many other 
natural products, it possesses many valuable powers which no extract 
or alkaloid will be found to retain. These various powers have been 
variously enumerated by authors on materia medica, as *' tonic, nar- 
cotic, stimulant, emetic, or expectorant," according to the dose em- 
ployed. Its properties are imparted to both water and alcohol. 

The best known of the pathogenetic effects of sanguinaria are those 
furnished by the crude article in large doses. The infusion and 
decoction, however prepared, have the same properties. The extract 
prepared with alcohol or water is promptly emetic in doses o£.eight 
grains. 

• TmoruRB of Sanguinabia. 

Pulverized sanguinaria root, four ounces; . diluted alcohol, one 
pint; macerate fouileen days and filter through paper. We prefer 
to make all attenuated preparations from the saturated tincture or 
from a perfect trituration of the root The powdered root is of a 
dull, brownish-red color; it has a faint odor and a strong, acrid taste^' 
characteristic of the plant. 

Effects of the flant m a obude form. 

Experiments by Drs. Gibb and Fenwick, of Montreal,. show that 
sanguinai-ia is extremely Irritating to men and animals, affecting prin- 
cipally the mucous membrane of the stomach and bowela. 

In doses of from eight to twenty grains of the powdered, root, it 
acts as a poison, producing nausea; heat or burning sensation in the 
stomach; tormenting thirst; faintness; vertigo; indistinct vision; and 
finally violent spasmodic efforts of the stomach, followed by alarming 
prostration. When the dose is very large, vomiting.roay not take place. 

Professor Samuel L. Mitchell, of New York, published the follow- 
ing experiment in the Journal of Commerce: 
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Four men who had been employed to clear out and whitewash the 
apothecary shop in Belleme Hospital, found a demijohn containing 
brandy as they suppooed, and each drank.of it as much as be desired. 
They were all soon seized with severe racking and burning pains in 
the stomach and bowels, with intense thirst. They all died. {Mi- 
teria Medica.) 

In moderate doses, sanguinaria is regarded as an emetie, naaseant, 
expect oraht, and diaphoretic. In certain other doses it k in sotne 
degree, narcotic, sedative, stimulant, alterant, emmenagogoe, eschar- 
otic and errhine. In small doses, its effects on the pulse resemble 
those of digitalis. It is remarkable, however, that it seldom influ- 
ences the pulse either in frequency or tension until it has been used 
five or six days, and in a majority of cases the effect is not seen for 
eight or ten days. 

Zollikoffer says it is sudorific, emetic and pu**gative. Smith, 
Thatcher and Allen compare it to digitalis. Tully says it unites the 
properties of scilla, ammonia, senega, digitalis and guiacnm, without 
their violent operations. Raffinesque says it is acrid, narcotic, 
emetic, deobstruent, sudorific, expectorant, vermifuge, escharotic, 
stimulant and tonic. {Medical Flora, p. 278.) 

The diseases in which sanguinaria has hitherto been thought most 
useful, are those of the throat, chest, stomach and liver. It has 
been most frequently employed in incipient phthisis, bronchitis, 
cataiTh, influenza, pneumonia, asthma, croup, diphtheria, cynanche, 
maligna or putrid sore throat, in which it produces the best effects 
applied locally. It has also been useful in scarlatina, pertussis, 
dyspnoea, dyspepsia, hydrothorax and jatkndice. In the ktter dis- 
ease, it was approved by Golden, and formed the basis of Rawson's 
specific for that disease. Dr. McBride, of South Carolina, says he 
used it with great advantage for ** torpor of the liver, attended with 
colic and yellowness of the skin," a disease very prevalent in that 
climate. Dr. Ives, of New Haven, also used it for diseases of the 
liver, and in the first stage of croup. Western men have gone fur- 
ther. Some ** specifics " are composed of it. It has also been used 
successfully in dysentery, amenorrhea, inflammatory rheumatism and 
rheumatic gout. (Jioffinesque.) 

This medicine shows some of its best powers in the chronic forms 
of pneumonia, and as an expectorant in the first and second stages 
t)f phthisis. It is especially serviceable in the pretubercular, the 
second and third stages of that disease. {Tully, Smith, Eherle.) 

In all of these diseases, the expectoration becomes easy, the 
breatViHig tjlear, the action of the skin improved; the spasmodic 
efforts to cough are diminished in frequency and severity, and we 
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often see temporary improvement even in the last stages of con- 
animption. As an expectorant and mild tonic and stimulant, it aids in 
prolonging life even in hopeless cases. In phthisis, bronchitis and 
chronic catarrh, there is a form of irritable cough which is depend- 
ent on follicular inflammation of the fauces, throat, and also of the 
cardiac portions of the stomach; and this peculiar cough has beea 
more effectually controlled by this remedy than by any other. 

Sanguinaria has been much used by country practitioners in mem- 
branous croup; in diphtheria, it acts with great energy, producing a 
"thrilling" effect upon the entire tracheal and bronchial mucoiis 
membrane, but this is felt only after large doses. On the fauces and 
the whole respiratory tract, it Wakens a new action, leaving a sensa- 
tion of warmth. The old practice was to use the remedy in a 
decoction or infusion; a half-fluid ounce repeated at short intervals 
soon produced full and free vomiting, with much nei*vous excitement 
and subsequent depression, leaving the patient relieved, so far as the 
dread of suffocation was concerned, but suffering from a long per- 
sisting burning in the throat, which seemed to be the local action of 
the remedy. The life of the patient was saved, but we now are able 
to do it by milder means. 

In malignant,' epidemic scarlatina, this remedy was first proposed 
as a gargle^ by Dr. Jennings, of Virginia. Its action in this form 
of difieaso,. is truly homoeopathic; we have often observed its opera- 
tion. 

^In confluent small-pox, when the parts about the fauces and trachea 
become so far fnvolved as to render respiration very laborious, we 
have seen a decoction of sanguinaria used as a gargle at short inter- 
vals, so far mitigate the difficulty of breathing and extreme distress 
in the throat, as to admit of quiet sleep after^ach application. An 
extreme case is remembered of a young lady, who was by this means 
enabled to pass through several days and nights of extreme peril, 
and she recovered satisfactorily. 

SyMFTOMS C2AUSED AND FBEQUENTJLT CUBED BY SaNGUINABU. 

Mind and disposition. — ^The mind is confused. The mental con* 
fusion is partially relieved by eructations from the stomach; anxiety 
and feeling of dread; disgusting ideas and many unpleasant feelings 
associated with nausea; moroseness connected with nausea; cannot 
bear the sound of walking in the room; anxiety followed by deliri* 
um; delirium (caused by the seeds) with hot skin and fever; torpor 
of mind; stupor, heaviness; sleepiness; the seeds are more decidedly 
narcotic than the root; their action approaches to that of stramonium; 
sleeplessness, with frightful dreams. 
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Head. — Determination of blood to the head; confused feeling in 
the head from irregular determination of blood; the head feels 
heavy; slight headache after a large dose; dull feeling or pain in 
the head; '^sick headache" of short duration; vertigo; dizziness; 
swimming in the head; the brain feels '* loose," and is puned hj 
motion of the head; vertigo with nausea; vertigo on turning the 
&ead or looking upwards, followed by vomiting pressing or draw- 
ing in the forehead; pain in the right side of the head, better when 
walking; headache, feeling as* if the head would split, with chill and 
burning in the stomach; pain in the forehead on waking in the 
morning; pain in the head extending; to the right ear and to the 
teeth. • 

Headaches of peculiar character, {Dr. J. S. D&uglas.) — Severe, 
quick, darting pain in the forehead and temples of the right side; 
brief, sudden pain through the forehead, like an electric shock; 
shooting .pain in the forehead {Jeanes)] periodic stitches in the left 
temple; pain in all the upper part of the head; pain anfd fulness in 
the superior fontanelle, which ceases on walking (Houaeman)) boring 
pain in the fore part of the head; pain in all the left side of the • 
head; pain in the left eye and temple; rheumatic pain in the head 
and stiffness of the arms and neck; stiffness of the limbs after 
nausea; beating headache followed by bilious roiAiting; headache 
with tickling in the throat; headache following violent efforts to 
cough; headache, nausea and chills alternating; beating pain made 
worse by stooping and motion; throbbing pain in paroxysms; head- 
ache of long duration, with despondency; pain in the head in spots 
or in rays, drawiqg upwards from the neck; the head feels di-awn 
forward; soreness of scalp on being touched; the scalp feels sore 
and loose on one «ide{ yeins of the scalp and temple distended. 

Fact. — ^The face ieels full as if flushed; the veins of the face are 
distended; the surlSeMe is red and stiff; one red cheek with burning 
of the ears; cheeks and hands livid, with cough (in typhus pnea* 
monia); face pale at the accession of nausea; cheeks very red at the 
same time that the parts of the surface around the mouth and nos- 
trils are deadly pale; twitching of the cheeks towards the ears. 

JSars. — Singing in the ears with vertigo; humming sound in the 
ears; whizzing sound in the ^ears, followed by a transient flush of 
iheat; irregular beating' of avteries under the ears; burning flush on 
the ears; pain in the ears -and thead (Bute); slow stitches in the ears 
(Jeaoes); pain in the left tear and in the forehead; beating in the 
ears; imorbid sjsnsibility >of .the ears to noise; crackling sound in 
the rij^t ear, caused by drawing the finger tightly over the right 
cheek (on the third day.) {Hemrig.) 
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Eye6^ — •Yellow color of the whites of the eyes; dimness of sight 
(caused by the seeds); dilatation of the pupil like that caused by 
stramonium; pain in the right eye; pressing pain in the left eye; 
stitch in the upper eyelid; watering and burning in the eyes; right 
eye painful on being touched; eyes feel as if smoke or acid were in 
them; eyes dim in the afternoon; eyes feel as if irritated by hairs; 
glimmering before the eyes; diminished power of vision; dilatation 
of the pupils (caused by the seeds.) 

Nose. — Loss of smell; surface of the nose flushed and hot; nasal 
polypus; oflfensive smell in the nose; disgust at the smell of certain 
objects; feels that he has taken cold, which renders the nasal pas- 
sages and frontal sinuses tender and painful. 

Dr. Wolf says: **Sanguinaria^^ is the remedy for that severe, one- 
sided headache, extending into the frontal sinus, which quinine never 
cores." {On JPsoric Diseases^ United States Jowmdlof Htyrnxzopalhy^ 
Vol. II, p. 165.) ' 

Sneezing; large increase of secretion from the nostrils; watery 
and acrid .fluid from the Schneiderian membrane, which renders the 
nose sore; fluid coryza alternating with stoppage of the nose; coryza 
with rawness of the tliroat, pain in the chest and cough. 

Jaws. — ^Pain in the teeth, with stiflTness and soreness of the jaws; 
hollow teeth sore and sensitive to the touch; grumbling toothache 
i^eanes)] general tenderness and swollen state of the cheeks and 
gums; looseness of the teeth (he thinks he could pull them out, Dr. 
B. Becker); sound teeth sore and sensitive to the touch; pain in 
carious teeth excited by drinking cold water; gum-boils arising from 
the transfer of inflammatory action from the alveolar membrane sur- 
rounding an ulcerating tooth to the surface of the gums. 

In these common cases of ulceration at* the roots of diseased teeth, 
a small .piece of sanguinaria root applied on the gum over the root 
of the diseased tooth excites an irritation on that surface sirrular to 
that existing at the root of the tooth. This external, homceopathic 
irritation is transmitted through the nerve to the nerve center, and 
thence reflected through other branches of the fifth pair upon the 
suffering point. This is rather a rude style of homceopathic prac- 
tice, but we have seen the relief thus given gratefully welcomed. 

Mouth. — A prickly sensation on the tongue and roof of the mouth, 
as after chewing mezereum, but slighter; (Jeanes) crawling feeling 
on the tongue; increased secretion from the whole surface of the 
tongue, for twelve hours; salivation and spitting with nausea; the 
tongue feels I'aw, moist and tender to hot drinks; prickling on the 
point of the tongue; the tongue feels as if burned; burning sore 
mouth like that caused by mercury. 
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Dryness of the tongue; rawness like that caused by acrid sob- 
stances; tongue feels sore as if inflamed and suppurating; stitching 
pains in the tongue; white coat on the tongue; lips red inside, dry 
and hot; putrid sordes on the surface of the gums and teeth; loss of 
taste; perverted taste; taste resembling copper or other metals; 
fatty taste; disagreeable, slimy secretion; fatty substances are offsn- 
sive; craving for highly seasoned or acid food. 

ThroaL — A full dose of the powder or tincture leaves a long re- 
maining burning of the throat and fauces. It is therefore a remedy 
for similar conditions arising from other causes. Large doses cause 
tickling in the throat, associated with flatulence; burning in the mu- 
cous membrane of the mouth and throat ; chronic dryness of the 
larynx; drj'uess of the throat; thirst not relieved by drinking; the 
throat feels hot but is momentarily relieved by inspiration of cool 
air; burning in the oesophagus; the throat feels as if the lining mem- 
brane were thickened; this feeling increases for one hour, and lasts 
an hour longer; pain in the throat on swallowing; feeling of swelling 
in the throat which impedes swallowing; pharyngitis; sore throat 
proceeding to ulceration; soreness of the -tonsils as from a cold. 

Cheat: — Respiration feeble, irregular, laborious; respiration spas- 
modically oppressed, difficult, without cough; cough kept up by 
tickling in the throat; dry, hard cough without expectoration, and 
not relieved by efforts to clear the air passages; expectoration of 
thick mucus; influenza with fever, weight, heaviness of the chest, 
cough, especially in the first and last stages; hydrothorax following 
acute pneumonia or pleuritis; ^ pneumonia with cough and fever, 
pulse rapid, debility increasing; debility of the lungs, feeble voice, 
deficient respiration; aphonia with swelling in the throat; habitual 
dyspnoea, with livid color of cheeks and hands; acute stitch in the 
breast with cough, pressing pain in the back, shoulder and hceast. 

Phthisis in all the incipient and early stages, and all the symptoms 
that usually accompany it. Haemorrhage from the lungs. In a case 
of vicarious hsemorrhage from suppressed menstruation in a young, 
consumptive female, sanguinaria arrested the bleeding in a few 
minutes. She afterwards menstruated regularly and had no more 
haemoptysis. Asthma; whooping cough; croup; a com^non, popular 
remedy, harsh in its operation but very effective in small doses. 

StowfLch. — Pressing, heavy feeling in the stomach; soreness of the 
epigastrium, aggravated by eating; {Nieidkard) flatulence in the 
stomach; appetite defective, as before attacks of bilious feVer; im- 
perfect digestion, predisposing to malarious diseases; appetite mor- 
bid, increased, and irregular; craving for acids or spices; eructation 
of wind immediately on' taking food; eructations which relieve 
cough, beginning one, two, or three hours after eating; dyspepsia 
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from deficient secretion of the gastric fiaid; entire loss of appetite; 
periodical nausea and loathing of food. 

Heartburn ; irregular chills after eating ; dyspeptic headache, 
terminating by regurgitation of food and vomiting of greenish or 
yellowish fluids; tenderness of the epigastrium increased by eating; 
chronic gastritis; rapid generation of gas in the stomach from de- 
composition of food; flatulence from decomposition of the unhealthy 
mucus secreted by the stomach in many .dyspeptic patients; flatu* 
lence excited by cold and damp weather, which causes a dry, dis- 
tressing cough; gastric catarrh; flatulence which accumulates in the 
stomach, being retained by a constricted state of the cardiac entrance 
of the oesophagus. 

In former years, I was accustomed to long continned exposure to 
cold during successive days and nights. It was then a common thing 
to " take cold '' and be much troubled with a dry, hard cough, which 
was never relieved by expectorants. There was iilways some fever, 
pain about the shoulders and chest, sore throat rendered acute by 
efforts to relieve the lungs by coughing; yet the cough was only 
mitigated by eructations of gas from the stomach, showing that the 
stomach was the seat of a catarrhal affection on which expectorants 
had no influence. 

After trying other remedies without benefit, I found sanguinaria 
effectual in curing the whole condition as often as it occurred. For 
convenience sake, I carried a piece of the solid root with me, and on 
the first symptom of a cold, merely held a small piece of it in my 
mouth, until cold, gastric catarrh, and all else were cured together. 
The whole amount used during a week of exposure might not be 
more than the bulk of a grain of corn. Enough was always extracted 
from the root to excite increased secretion in the throat, slight burn- 
ing in place of the tickling, and a specific action on the branches of 
the pneumo-gastric nerve, both in the stomach and the trachea. If 
the attack was slight, the local action of the remedy soon cured it. 
When more severe, it was necessaiy to persist until the constitutional 
influence was attained. A simple lozenge is, of course, more agreea- 
ble than the crude root, and better than all the ** bronchial troches" 
in the market. It may be made of any desired degree of strength. 

Feeling of warmth in the stomach; burning in the stomkch; sore- 
iiess; nausea associated with dimness of sight and persistent prostra- 
tion; vomiting, preceded by vertigo and extreme feebleness. The 
vertigo is increased by turning the head or looking upwards; vomit- 
ing suddenly induced by full emetic doses; vomiting followed by 
long continued* prostration; produced by doses of from ten to twenty 
grains, though, when the root is of full strength, five grains will 
excite vomiting ; packing, griping, crampy pains in the stomach; 
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faintness with vertigo, dimness of sight and insensibility; coldness 
of the surface and faintness at the stomach; faintness and reduction 
of the force and frequency of the pulse {T'ully). 

Extreme prostration of muscular strength with nausea; spasmodic 
jerking in the stomach as of some living creature; vomiting threat- 
ened, but the nausea is changed to griping pain in the stomach; cutting 
and drawing pain in the stomach passing down to the abdomen, fol« 
lowed by a dysenteric stopl; bilious vomiting in weekly paroxysms, 
commonly beginning in the morning and lasting thfough the day; 
(Hering) vomiting diminished by quiet and ending after sleep. 

Abdomen. — ^Cutting pain in the abdomen followed by a dysenteric 
stool; flatulent distension of the abdomen; burning pain in the 
bowels; dj'seutery, dian'hcea, griping, soreness of the bowels to pres- 
sure; bilious colic, with yellowness of the skin; constipation; stools 
void of bile; paroxysmal pain in the abdomen; burning pain in the 
bowels extending downward from the fauces; the burning pains in 
the fauces and stomach are so great that the old physicians who gave 
fifteen or twenty grains at a time to excite vomiting, preferred to 
give it in the form of pills; diarrhoea with flatulence; heat in the 
abdomen with intense thirst; throbbing of the abdominal arteries; 
cutting pain in the abdomen followed by a watery or very thin stool; 
induration of the mesenteric glands; parasitic growths of infusoria 
in unhealthy fluids in the digestive organs. Worms have often been 
expelled from the bowels, or from the stomach by vomiting; {Bax^ 
ton) (Vomiting of worms; haemorrhoids. 

jLiver.— ^Increased action of the liver; increased secretion of bile 
associated with nausea, depression of spirits and a feeling of ii-asci- 
bility; cases of long standing of difierent forms of hepatic disease 
have been cured by the protracted use of this remedy; torpor of the 
liver; yellow skin, dry and hot, with bitrning in the palms of the 
hands and soles of the feet; chronic hepatitis; jaundice with indura- 
tions in the liver and intestinal accumulations. 

Skin. — ^Yellow, sallow skin; heat and dryness of the skin; dark 
color of the skin; sallow, pale, anaemic appearance; chlorotic color 
of the skin; venous plethora of the abdominal viscera; . increased 
perspiration (caused by doses of one grain of the powder); defective 
perspiration; increased perspiration, but abnormal in character; in 
many cutaneous affectiotis, this remedy has been locally used; among 
these are scabies, impetigo of the scalp and tinea capitis. We have 
not been accustomed to rely upon local treatment alone, and have 

not tried it alone in these cases. 

• 

Assimilation. 
Absorbent System. — Sanguinaria stands at the head of the old 
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sehool class of deobstruent medicines. ,The action attributed to them 
by all schools is thus set forth by Dr. Tully: 

" They produce a general change of action or condition in the 
whole secernent and absorbent system; and more especially they 
remove torpor and deficient action of the absorbents. They cause 
improved and increased secretions from the liver and other digestive 
organs, and also from all the glandular viscera. In all probabilityt 
they remove certain dysthetic or cachetic diseases, including affec- 
tions of the skin. They often likewise produce a direct resolution 
of many atonic, acute, subacute and chronic inflamations. These may 
be either cranial, thoracic, or abdominal in their location; even the 
muscles and joints of the extremities may be their seat The whole 
action of the remedy may be entirely independent of any direct 
change in the degree of vital energies of the arterial system or any 
increased evacuations of any sort as necessary accompaniments." 
[Ameincan Medical Recorder^ January^ 1828.) 

Infifienee of Sanguinaria on the Ammilating Powers. — ^Increase 
of the assimilating powers is produced by doses of less than a grain, 
repeated every three or four hours; increased action of the absorbent 
vessels; diminution of hypertrophied parts which remain enlarged 
after the subsidence of inflammation; diminution of arthritic inflanmia- 
tions of the muscles and the joints. 

Sanguinaria has been used with success for the following purposes: 
Bemoval of fungus growths from diseased surfaces; inflamnuition of 
mihealthy character on various surfaces; warts and bunions. It has 
been used to promote the favorable shedding of the hair in horses; 
ulcers of the skin which had failed to heal; ulcers with callous bor- 
ders and ichorous discharge. Here it restores diseased surfaces to 
healthy action when used internally, but more speedily when locally 
applied. 

Nasal Polypus, — ^Dr. Price, of Newark, N. J., reported three cases 
of polypus of the nostril permanently cured: 

1.- A youth with polypus projecting out of the nostril, which had 
been ^partially torn away by a physician, causing profuse hemor- 
rhage. Sometime afterward, Dr. Price found the polypus extending 
beyond the alee nasi. The application of the powdered root and 
tincture of sanguinaria soon caused some diminution in size, and 
under its continued use the polypus shrank away and disappeared. 

2. A little girl was affected with a polypus of the nose distinctly 
visible. Cured by sanguinaria. 

3. A man advanced in life, found his nose much obstructed by a 
growing polypus. It was cured by sanguinaria before it was large 
enough to protrude from the nostril. In all, the finely powdered root 
was used. (Dr. Drake, Louisville, Medical Journal^ 1840.) 
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Dr. Barton says the application of the powdered root to a fungous 
tumor within the nostril, reduced its size and brought away small 
portions of the polypus which had impeded the passage of the air. 
It has long been « popular remedy for spongy, swelling nasal polypi 
and other excrescences. I have used it in some cases, but, having 
more confidence at the time in other means, I did not trust long 
enough to this remedy. In one case, it arrested the growth of a 
fungous tumor between the teeth, where it had been applied repeat- 
edly for toothache. 

Nervous system, — General debility; want of strength; languor; 
feeling of indolence, laziness and indisposition to exertion; nervous 
'^thrill" which seems to extend to all the remotest sentient extremities 
of the nerves. (Caused by large doses.) After a full emetic dose, 
there is extreme prostration, entire loss of muscular strength; and 
sometimes, though rarely, a convulsive rigidity of the limbs. 
{TuUy.) 

Paralysis of the right side of fourteen years' standing was cured 
by it {JaJir,) 

Circulation. — In more than twenty grain doses of the powder, it 
greatly depresses the pulse. In some coses, the pulse is almost 
entirely suppressed. The primary effect on the pulse is to quicken 
it. Secondarily, the pulse becomes slower, appearing to be under the 
influence of some narcotic: vibratory and compressible pulse; sup- 
pression of the pulse with fainting. In pneumonia, phthisis and 
other pectoral affections, after the fever has been moderated by 
other means, sanguinaria reduces the pulse from 120 per minute, to 
80. This is affected by doses of less than a grain of the powder, 
repeated every three or four hours. In late stages of typhoid pneu- 
monia, when the pulse is full, soft, vibrating and easily compressed, 
its effects are decidedly beneficial. (Ives.) In small doses, it abates 
irritative hardness and frequency of the pulse. {Ttdly.) 

Fever preceded by chilliness; chill accompanied by pain in the 
head; typhoid fever with gastric or pectoral complications; putrid 
fever; petechial fever with failure of digestive power. 

Heart. — ^Palpitation of the heart associated with nausea, fainting, 
dizziness of sight; {Wibmer) extreme reduction of the force and fre- 
quency of the contractions of the heart; great irregularity of the 
action of the heart. {TuUy.) 

Urine. — ^Frequent and copious micturition at night 

Female Sexual System. — Abortion has often been caused by.san* 
guinaria in emetic, or even in nauseant doses; abdominal pain as if 
menstruation would begin. 

Dysmenorrbcea. For this affection, it has been a popular remedy. 
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Uterine haemorrhage has been often caused by it. {Tully.) Ame- 
norrhea is caused by the frequent use of emetic doses; but, in small 
doses, the general influence is to restore the uterine functions to 
healthy action. It removes the common symptoms of chlorosis, by 
improving the general health, not perhaps by restoring any lost 
chemical element to the blood, but by invigorating the powers of 
digestion and assimilation. It is also useful in climacteric diseases 
and those of old age. 

Male Sexual System. — Gonorrbcea. Dr. Wolf gives it in the two 
hundredth potency, for syphilitic pulmonary inflammation. 

Extremities, — Pain in the shoulders; stifliiess of the arm; belter 
on rising and exercising it; rheumatic and gouty pains in the limbs; 
eold feet and knees; acute swelling of the joints; convulsive rigidity 
of the limbs. 



ARTICLE XLI. 

Insanitj treated at the home of the Patient, with ilIustratiTe cases. By B. F. Joslik, 

M. D., New York. 

The treatment of insanity is usually regarded, more particularly 
perhaps than any other disease, as the province of the specialist; and 
the veityr general practice when a patient is considered to be clearly 
convicted of mental disorder is to consign him .to the charge of some 
Institution, specially devoted to such persons; in other words to a 
Lunatic Asylum. 

In the North American Journal of Hom/jsopathy for February 
1857, I published several cases of mental disease, treated with some 
success by homoeopathic medicine, with a few remarks upon the 
advantages aflforded by our system of practice in siich cases, and 
some of the objections to the general custom of sending insane 
patients to asylums when it* can possibly be avoided. I now pro- 
pose to continue the subject: my object being to show the possibility 
of curing such patients by following the method we find so effica- 
cious in diseases in general, and that it is by no means necessary, at 
least in a considerable portion of cases, to take the patients from 
titeir friends and relations to an asylum. Both of these proposi- 
tions are illustrated by the cases published as well as by those I 
shall now report, which have occun-ed more recently iH my practice. 

I do not asaert that at the present day our system of treatment is 
80 complete as to enable us to cure every case of insanity, nor that 
instances may not occur, where, owing, to violent mania in the patient, 
or to want of sufficient means on the part of the friends, we may not 
be compelled to send the patient to an asylum. I wish in this co 
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nection to say a few words in regard to asylums, and the circum- 
stances which in my opinion would make it proper for us as homoeo- 
pathic practitioners to make use of them. Such institutions are in 
this country exclusively under the control of old school phj'sicians. 
Strictly medical treatment for the cure of insanity is scarcely thought 
of; specific remedies they do not profess to have, and even the gene- 
ral treatment df the old school is not much used at the present day 
in asylums. The almost exclusive reliance is upon coercive and moral 
means. A few years since I happened to meet with the medical 
superintendent of one of the most extensive asylums; he remarked 
that he had heard I had published some cases of insanity, treated by 
homoeopathic medicine.* As he seemed to take some interest in the 
matter, I thought it a favorable opportunity to urge him to try the 
experiment of giving similar remedies to his patients; he replied 
that he ^^ never would believe that medicine could cure mental 
disease.'' 

Such is no doubt the general opinion of the medical gentlemen to 
whom this unfortunate class of patients is intrusted. Instead of 
regarding mental peculiarities as a part of a more or less general 
derangement of the system, they seem to look upon them as pheno- 
mena connected only with the immaterial part of man — the mind or 
at the most with the organ through which the soul communicates 
with the external world — the brain. Symptoms of other functions 
or organs are regarded simply as complications, but are not regarded 
as a part of the true disease, insanity. 

I believe that insanity seldom shows itself simply as a mental 
affection, but that it is much more frequently preceded and accom- 
panied by symptoms indicative of functional or organic lesions in 
other organs t'han the brain. I may instance the uterine function in 
women, the genital in the male, the digestive in both sexes. As an 
illustration I will briefly relate the following case : 

A young man came into my oflice one day and said to me, " Sir, I 
have the strongest desire to cut my throat whenever I see a razor. 
I have been for some time suffering from extreme depression of 
spirits.'' On inquiry, I ascertained that he was the subject of sper- 
matorrhcea, as also of pretty clearly marked hepatic disease. The 
specialists of the brain, the liver, or the vesiculfd seminales, would 
either, in their own opinion, have found a patient in their particular 
department from this case. Such wa^very nearly the fact in this 
instance, for being pretty impatient, as this class of patiepts are apt 
to be, he disappeared for some months, and then came back and re- 
lated his medical experience : He had been taking medicine to act 

* North Amorioftii Joumftl of Homooopftihjy ttih.y 1857. 
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upon the liyerirom a physician, and had had instruments introduced 
into the urethra by a surgeon; he had foi'tuuately escaped the men- 
tal specialist, or he might have found himself ih an asylum. He is 
now under my care, and I may perhaps report his case more fully at 
some future time. He has improved greatly under the influence of 
nux, sulphur, and other remedies given according to the symptoma- 
logical indications. 

Disregarding everything but the mental phenomena, the specialist 
in this department is many times ignorant of diseases which perhaps 
have much to do with the mental and physical condition of his pa- 
tient. I will relate a case in which I think this was the fact. 

In certain legal proceedings which were instituted in this city, 
within a few years past, to obtain the liberation of a lady who had 
been confined in an asylum for many years, the medical officer was 
asked if his patient had any disease other than insanity ; he said he 
was not aware that she had. He was particularly asked if she had 
any uterine affections; he said not that he was aware of, heitad never 
made an inquiry or examination. By the- testimony of a highly edu- 
cated physician, who had had charge of her for some years previous 
to her confinement in the asylum, it was proved that she had been 
the subject of hypertrophy of the uterus, which he considered to be 
the cause of her nervousness; he did not think it amounted to insanity. 
This is believed to be only an ordinary occurrence. The specialist 
is so intent upon his x)wn particular department, that he is apt to 
lose sight of everything else. 

The case cited illustrates another point to which allusion ought to 
be made. As is well known, the term insanity is given at the pre- 
sent day to a much more extensive class of diseases than was for- 
merly the case, so that it is now rather more difficult to say what 
mental state cannot, be brought under this designation, than those 
which can. I do not propose to find fault at present so much with 
the theory of this as with the 2)ra^ice. By the latter, many persons 
perfectly harmless in most respects, correct in judgment and deport- 
ment, are placed on neai*ly the same level in treatment and reputa- 
tion with violent maniacs and persons whose intellects are completely 
upset. The case cited shows that a person by whose regular physi- 
cian she was considered to be nervous from uterine disease, was con- 
sidered as a lunatic by a physician who knew nothing of her previous 
history or diseases. 

In anything that I have written, I do not intend to assert that the 
mental condition of certain cases absolutely depends upon the con- 
dition of certain organs, as .the uterine or digestive, but only to in- 
timate that an exceedingly close relation exists between the morbid 

[Ass^m. No. 190.] 19 ^ . 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



290 NEW TOBK COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETT. 

conditions of the digestive, uterine, generative, and mental functions; 
and that we should be very careful in the treatment of insanity to 
take into consideration any by mptoms which may occur, whether 
they seem to be directly connected with the mental phenomena or 
not. I am not proposing to investigate the pathology of the disease; 
that clearly belongs to the specialist, and any light' which he can 
throw upon the subject from that poiiit of view will^be appreciated 
by us all. As j^et, it must b^ confessed, the results have been nega- 
tive rather than positive. 

I regard the cure of disease as the main duty of the physician, and 
I believe we have reliable means of accomplishing that result. Nor 
do we consider it necessary to first settle the many interesting ques- 
tions of pathology, which with us are only indirectly connected with 
the treatment of disease. 

We should otherwise be upon an unstable and* constantly changing 
foundation. It is evident that if our treatment wer^ founded upon 
the supposed pathology, it would constantly vary with the frequent 
changes in the views of the profession in regard to the nature of dis- 
ease; but if we rely upon the correspondence between the actual 
phenomena of the disease and the known effects of drugs upon the 
healthy subject, we have a real foundation capable of indefinite im- 
provement as we perfect our knowledge of the materia medica, but 
not to be overthrown by any discovery in collateral science. 

In regard to the propriety of sending any patient to an asylum, I 
would remark that there are undoubtedly some cases of insanity 
exceedingly difficult to be treated at the homes of the patients, on 
account of the peculiar prejudices which sometimes arise in the 
minds of the patients in regard to their friends. But in general, I 
think, the question whether we shall be compelled to send a patient 
to an asylum, will be narrowed down to one of money. If the friends 
have means to provide sufficient capable attendants and fair accom- 
modations, I am of the opinion that a large proportion* of cases can 
be advantageously treated without change of residence. In neither 
of the cases now published had the friends any but quite moderate 
means. If the friends have not means, and the patient is violently 
maniacal and really dangerous^ it may be a matter of necessity to 
consign our patient to a madhouse; but as a curative measure alone, 
with the much better remedial measures which we as homoeopathists 
possess, I sl^ould not send patients to any asylum under allopathic 
superintendence. « 

Mrs. A.'s case has been partially reported in the American Homceo- 
pathic Review^ under the head of ** Intermittent Fever;" I now pro- 
pose to report as fully as possible the symptoms and progress of her 

; 
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mental disease; a repetition of some facts previously stated will be 
necessary to give a connected statement of her case. 

She became a patient of mine February 12th, 1858. Her age was 
51 years, she had ceased menstruating about five or six years pre- 
viously. For many years she had been subject to turns of depres- 
sion of spirits. Two years before my seeing her, she had contracted 
intermittent fever, for which quinine had repeatedly been given, 
with the effect of suppressing the external manifestations of the dis- 
ease for various periods; but the evidences of mental disorder had, 
during this period, become much more decided. She was sleepless 
at times; wai^ fearful of being poisoned; had refused to take medi- 
cine or even see a physician. Her symptoms had sometimes partaken 
of a religious character. The case Was considered to be so serious 
'that her family had been strongly recommended to send her i to a 
lunatic asylum. An unfavorable prognosis had been expressed by her 
former physician. Her own account, given at the time of my first visit, 
was by no means irrational nor disconnected. She coi^sidered herself as 
insane at times,, said* she frequently felt confused and excited, and 
that her memory frequently failed her. She gave as a reason for 
not taking the medicine prescribed by her physician, that she knew 
from experience that laudanum, which he wished her to take, would 
injure her. She was said to appear rather better than usual at the 
time I happened to see her. Her eyes had a peculiar expression, 
appeared as though they were fixed but a very short time on one 
object. It was said that any unusual occurrence or noise affected her 
tinfavorably, although the noise of her children and grandchildren 
about her, did not seem to incommode her. She slept but half an 
hour or so at a time, starting up as though she were frightened. Had 
unpleasant dreams. I prescribed belladona^ solution every three 
hours. February 12th. I record: 

Slept much better than usual night before last, but last night had 
pain and heat in ears, with stiffness of neck. No pain in ear to-day, 
has stiffness in neck and shoulder. Has been subject for five or six 
years past, to have at times a sharp pain through head accompanied 
by vertigo and nausea; also has a '* strange feeling " in headaccom^ 
panied by a sinking at pit of stomach. If she is spoken to quickly, 
when in this state, it completely overcomes her. The left side of 
^ead is more frequently affected than the right. Is not able to road; 
as, after reading a minute or two, she becomes so confused as not to 
be able to distinguish the letters apart. Ever since the birth of her 
first child has been troubled with '' falling of the womb," wore a 
supporter, Jl>ut found it injurious and discarded it. She speaks of a 
sensation of fullness over left hip; when I pressed upon the affected 
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spot, it seemed to cause a pain in hypogastrium. About first of Jan- 
uary had several chills, occumng in afternoon, followed by fever and 
aggravation of mental trouble. Gave Bhus rad**; then belladonna^^i 
three times a day. 

14th. For three nights past she has had a sensation of coldness in 
left side of head, at ten o'clock p. m., continuing an hour; afterwards, 
heat and fullness in same region and in ear, lasting two or three hours, 
after which she has rested pretty well. Aching in small of back, 
when she is chilly. In the morning has «a dull aching in forehead, 
and pain on moving eyes. Has felt better most of the time than she 
did. Bryonia^ solution every four houre. 

16th. Thinks she is gaining. Last night the cold stage consisted 
only of a sensation as if a hair were raised up. Finds that she can , 
stand much more excitement than she formerly could. Continued 
bryonia**. 

18th. Rather better. Slight sore throat to-day with dryness in 
throat; cough. Sleeps pretty well. Lachesis**. 

21st. Sleeps well. Complains of a stiffness in lumbar region on 
stooping. Excoriation in jtemum. Lycopodium** solution every 
four hours. 

24th. Went oveo- to the extreme eastern part of the city, yesterday. 
Bhe resided on the extreme western side. (She had not been out 
before for along time.) Had slight difficulty in going to sleep last 
night. The stiffness in back is relieved, but has to-day pain iirhead 
on movement. Pulsatilla*^, every three hours. 

27th. Has been pretty well. No headache, except when throwing 
head backward and bringing it forward again; then has also momen- 
tary blindness. Appetite very poor. Nux*, three times a day. 

March 4th. Improving. Went to church on Sunday (28th ult), 
walked and rode some distance. Less pain or vertigo. Appetite 
fair. Continued nux*. 

11th. Has been quite well until within a day or two past; she has 
had pain in lumbar region. Lycopodium*, three times a day. 

16th. Says she is quite well, except that she has a slight pain over 
left illium, increased by raising arm. Lachesis^ solution, a dose at 
night. 

20th. Pain in loins: more on rising after sitting. Bhus tox^, three 
times a day. « 

22d. Pulse, 90. Attacked suddenly with general aching, chilli^ 
ness, and sore throat. Two small ulcers in fauces. Feels quite 
unwell. Merc, viv.' solution; a dose every three hours. 

[Several oAer members of the family had ulcerated sore throat 
about this time.] 
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' 24th. Throat much better. Mercurius^^ three times a day. 

30lh. Pain in sacrum, worse on moving limbs* Nux^. 

April ^Oth, Pain in hip. Rhus tox**. 

May 3d. In consequence of the excitement of moying, and perhaps 
also of religious excitement, she has not slept so well of late. Hm 
some headache. Nux^ three times a day. 

31st. On the 26th, 28th and 30th had chills, coldness commenced 
in feet and extending to knees, accompanied by severe pains in head, 
eo that she expressed an '* apprehension of goin^ distracted;" after* 
ward heat of face; perspiration during chill and following heat No 
thirst Quite exciUd after fever. On lying down, vertigo and nan* 
88a. Pulsatilla*, every three hours. 

She came to my office and gave me^he preceding account I pre- 
ficribed for her once subsequently for the same attack of intermittent 
fever; but omitted to make a record. I think she had one or two 
more paroxysms, and that I continued the same pre-scription. She 
has had no return of the fever, and has entirely recovered from her 
mental difficulties. Her genial health is also*better than formerly. 
I have had occasion to prescribe for her a few times for trifling ail- 
ments. She attends to her household <^uties, and goes about pre- 
dfiely like other people. Some of her friends did tell me, in July, 
that they thought she. acted somewhat strange at times; but this is a 
suspicion which all who are known to have been insane are liable to 
during the remainder of their lives. 

The other case I purpose reporting at this time, was a doinestic 
by occupation, and was living at service when attacked. I first saw 
her, February 2d, 1859, at the residence of her own family — ^persons 
in quite moderate circumstances, and having necessarily somewhat 
limited accommodations. As r have mentioned previously, these are 
matters of some importance in the treatment of such cases. The 
first warning, they had of the patient's st^ite of mind, was that her 
sister met her early one morning, at a church, near her parents' resi- 
dence, but a considerable distance from the patient's home. The 
sister soon perceived that her mind was affected, as she told her * 
many things inconsistent with each other, and opposed to known 
facts. Her numncr was unnatural. She was tdken to the home of 
her parents, and two days after I was sent for. As she was then a 
stranger to me, her general appearance presented nothing very re- 
markable, although her ifuce was somewhat flushed; . but when she 
commenced to speak, I could see that her manner was excited, and 
her statements were so extraordinary, that there was no difficulty in 
perceiving that her mind was disordered. She told me that about 
the 11th of January, a man called upon her, and 'blew down her 
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bosom, and in this way inflicted a terrible injury upon her, and that 
several times since she had seen him. She had come to the con- 
clusion that it was a dead man personating one of her friends, who 
committed the above assault. She had been much troubled by needles 
jumping from the floor and dancing about her.* She made many 
other remarkable statements, and seemed disposed to continue the 
narration as long as any one would listen to her. The person whom 
she thought was personated by the dead man, was a man who had 
paid her considerable attention, and to whom she was much attached 
against the wishes of her parents. It was known that she had heard 
of his paying attention to some other girls, and this was supposed to 
be one cause of her present state. She said to me that she '* liked 
him, and he knew it" She had not slept at all, during the two 
nights she had spent at her present home, but had been very restless 
and troublesome, constantly expressing fears that some one was 
attempting to kill one of the family. Every noise in the house 
seemed to confirm her suspicion of a plot against her friends. At 
the time I saw her, her mind was, so to speak, in a double state, at 
one moment stating that she fancied these improbable things, and 
then speaking as though tljey were realities, and expressing fears in 
regard to her own safety. She seemed to have lost the power of 
discerning between the effects of her own imagiuation and facts, and 
was yet aware that a part at least of the remarkable things she re- 
lated, had no real existence. 

I prescribed Pulsatilla^ solution every four hours. 

5th. Saw her again. No better. No sleep at night; sleeps for a 
short time during day, and starts up as if frightened. Eudeavored 
to conceal a hatchet, but it was discovered and taken away from her. 
Thinks some one is going to kill her Urother. Pulse varied from 82 
to '94 during niy visit. Belladonna^^ solution every three hours waa 
prescribed. 

7th. Has been quite troublesome; sleepless at night; face flushed 
at times. Eef used to take her medicine this morning. Constipation. 
Nux* every three hours. 

9th. Has slept a portion of each night. Had an evacuation yester- 
day. Is quite troublesome, attempted to jump out of the window 
(fourth story), and tried to throw a fork at her mother. Says her- 
self, that she fancies she is going to be burned, and .that she feels 
frightened, also that she fancies some one is coming after her. 
Pulse 94. Prescribed two sulph^, then sach. lact. 

11th. Slept some night before lost, but scarcely any last night. 
This morning has appeared more rational than at any time. No 
evacuation since. Tongue coated quite thickly, brown with red 
edges. Nux^, and sach. lact. 
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14th. Much better. Nearly rational ever since; says she does not 
*' fancy" things as she used to. Last night felt somewhat anxious 
about her brother who was out. Sach. lact. 

ISthp Quite well. I was struck by the change in her general 
appearance. She takes a perfectly rational view of everything, 
appreciates what her condition was, although she has scarcely any 
recollection of anything that has happened during her sickness. 

I have seen her a few times since. She remains perfectly well.* 

The above report, which is simply copied from my daily records, 
does not give a complete idea of the real difficulties of the case. 
The patient's family were respectable persons, but were dependent 
lipon their daily labor for their subsistence. Their residence con- 
sisted of a suite of rooms, three or four in number, in a tenement 
house. The nurses of the patient were her mother, quite an old 
woman, and her sister, a far gone consumptive. Her father and 
brothers were out during the day, at their work. She was so trouble- 
some at night, that the brothers threatened to leave the house and 
board elsewhere if she were not sent away. It was only by my ex- 
pressing what was my strong conviction, that she would recover 
better where she was, that induced thejp. to retain her at home. The 
family had not sufficient means to employ suitable nurses to assist 
them, and they were almost worn out by their exertions. If the 
disease had continued much longer, they might have been compelled 
to consign her to an asylum, although it would have been with very 
great reluctance that I should have consented to such a measure. 



ARTICLE XLIL 

Elerentfa Annual Report of the Bond Street Homoeopathic Dispensary, and its '* Tomp- 
kins Square " Branch, from February 1, 1865, to February 1, 1866. 

Founder and Manager. — Otto FuUgraff, M. D. 

Attending Physicians. — Drs. J. P, Ermentraut, C. W. Kuhn, C. E. 
Campbell, H. H. Warner, H. B. Hund, R L. O. Eoehrig, Henry Lake, 
Oscar Bingham. 

Oculist.— C. Theodore Liebold, M, D., (No. 41 E. 15th street.) 

Surgeons, — Drs. C. Theodore Liebold (late Surgeon of the U. S. A. 
General Hospital, Point Lookout, Md.), H. H. Warner (late Sur- 
geon U. S. v., No. 140 E. 12th street), C. E. Campbell. 

Resident and Visiting Physicians. — Drs. C. W. Kuhn, C. E. Camp- 
bell, Oscar Bingham. 

Resident and Visiting Physician, (194 U. 7th street), Branch Dis^ 
jpensary. — J. P. Ermentraut, M. D. 
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Denial Surffeons. — J. Judson Campbell, C. £. Campbell, C. W. 
Kuhn. 

Medical Students. — Edward Higgins and Gregg Henderson. 

Directors. — Bufus F. Andrews, A. Oakey Hall, Shepherd ^napp, 
Bobert Gracie, John P. Hone, Alex. Holland, Otto Fullgraff, M. D. 

Our Dispensary has been in successful operation eleven years. It 
is still located, where first founded, at No. 59 Bond street, and is 
open daily from 2^ to 4j^ o'clock, P. M. These are the regular 
hours, but the institution is, in fact, open nearly the whole day, some 
one of ^e resident or visiting physicians being almost always in 
attendance to answer the calls of the sick poor, who may be unable 
to come during the regular hours. Those of our patients living in 
the extreme eastern section of the city are attended to between the 
hours of 12 and 2 P. M., at our Branch Office, No. 194 East Seventh 
street, by Dr. J. P. Ermentraut, who is the visiting and resident phy* 
sician in charge; 

During the past year 24,086 patients have been treated by this 
charity, and 46,160 prescriptions given. 8123 out-door visits have 
been made. 

It may not be without interest, in a statistical point of view, to 
recapitulate, once more, the gradual and sometimes extraordinary 
increase in the number of patients each year since the estt^lishmeat 
of this dispensary: 



f 








TEAK. 


Cates at- 
tended at 
dupenaary 


Oat-door 
Viiita. 


Pmerip- 

tiOM 

girra. 


Year endinc Jftnoary 1, 1856 (Foundid) 


521 

1,024 

1,808 

2,077 

2,195 

8,018 

6,1S0 

8,159 

14,195 

17,106 

24,086 




1,895 


do d7 1857. ....!7?.... .!!..:....:...! 




4,02S 
7,436 
8,276 


do do 1858 




do do 1859 




do do 1860 




8,301 


do do 1861 




9,132 
13,669 
24,389 
35,387 
42,765 
46,160 


do do 1862 , 

do do 1863 


"V.ioo" 

7,425 
8,067 
8,123 


do do 1864 


do do 1865.' 


•do do 1866 




Total Tot eleren year 8. •...••.. 


79,319 


27,815 


301,424 





These figures ought to be sufficiently convincing to our most skep- 
tical opponents that homoeopathy is not ** going down." 

Recently, on reading one of the old school ** Dispensary Reports " 
for 1865, we observed that they gave as a cause for the decrease in 
the number of their patients during that year, as compared with the 
year previous, that *'t/te city had been much healthier.^' We cannot 
tigree with the author of that report, for our exhibit of the year 
shows an increase of very nearly seven thousand patients during the 
same .period. 
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"Some peopl^ it is said, **grow wiser as they grow older." 
This may in some measure help to explain the difference between 
the statistics of the two •• schools " for the same year. Or, perhaps, 
a large number of the former patients of the *' old school " may 
have made a mistake in coming to our dispensary instead. 

During the past year we have establish^ a special clinique for the 
surgical and medical treatment of diseases of the .eye. Dr. C. Theo. 
Liebold (a pupil of the celebrated Baron von Graefe, of Berlin), has 
the charge of this. 

The neglect of wrgtry in former years by our school was doubt- 
less owing, in a great degree, to the want of practical experience. 
This has all been altered. Difring the late war our surgeons have 
had ample opportunities to improve in this science; and we may 
safely say that our dispensary is well represented in that branch of 
practice by Dr. I^ebold, who was for three years operating surgeon 
at the Hammona General Hospital, Point Lookout, Md., and H. H. 
Warner, M. D., for three and a half years surgeon in a United States 
cavalry regiment. 

Of the treatment of nasal catarrh and diseases of the throat we can 
speak still more confidently. The success attending our new mode 
of operating in such cases, referred to at length in a former report, 
has been remarkable. Powdered medicines, selected strictly accord* 
ing to homoeopathic law, are blown through strong glass tubes (bent 
at angles, varying according to the locality of the complaint), either 
up the posterior nares or down into the larynx or trachea. These 
maladies, which we have rendered easy of subjection, are generally 
classed, iu the ordinary treatment as of obstinate nature, and very 
difficult to overcome. 

There is another class of distressing disease which receives special 
attention at our hands — that of the uterus (or womb). We have 
often been waited on by patients, who had received previous medical 
treatment founded on general symptoms alone, and which had 
resulted in no relief to them whatever, simply because the special 
cause of their trouble had really been uninquired into, and had posi- 
' tively been unknown to their former doctors. For instance: in cer- 
tain cases of painful menstrutjttion, where on examination by the 
speculum a polypus had been found protruding from the month of 
the womb, and on its removal by ligature, or other means, all the 
distressing symptoms ceased. We hav^ found instances of the same 
previous ** oversight " in cases of ulceration of the mouth or neck of 
the womb, where, upon the proper local treatment, and after the 
cause had been removed, the other symptoms soon ceased. 

Before concluding this report, our own heartfelt thanks, and those 
of the community at large, must be tendered to our resident and vis- 
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iting physicians for the faithful and efficient maimeT in which thej 
have performed their arduous duties during'the past year. 

To the friends of homoeopathy let us offer a few farewell words. 
Otrr accounts for 1865, show an increase of nearly four hundred dol- 
lars in expenses over contributions. This is not as it should be. But 
while finally urging up6n«Dur patrons the necessity for more liberal 
response on their part to the calls of an institution like this, which 
does so much practical good, we beg to state that those personal 
appeals which, for the first six years of the existence of the dispen- 
sary (and more or less for each year since), we made upon the chari- 
table for its support, have now become somewhat distasteful to us, 
causing as they do a loss of time which we can illy sp^re from our 
individual duties, that have grown trebly exacting within a few years. 
As ameliorators of human suffering, dispensaries for the sick poor 
have always ranked among the most meritorious And important of 
all metropolitan institutions^ They deserve, and should command, 
the first thought of all who have the interests of ailing poverty and 
stricken humanity at heart. To the attention of all we commend 
our institution. We have now only a balance of three hundred and 
forty-six dollars on hand, and that has been collected either to estab- 
lish a second branch of the dispensary, or to enlarge the usefulness 
of the Bond street building in case we can procure a lease of the 
premises for a suitable length of time. 

The list of those physicians and students who have at different 
periods been connected with our dispensary, is here repeated and 
continued: * ' 

Dr. Wm. Banks, Alabama. Dn George L. Freeman, N. Y. 

Theodore Liebold, Germany. H. Kaphael, Prussia. 

Ernst F. Hoffman, Germany. Wm. Caulton, Canada West. 

J. W. Mitchell, Washington B. Lasius, Germany (dec'd.) 
Heights. Chas. Hait, N. Y. 

Prof. Vander Weyde, M. D. HoPd. J. P. Ermentraut, Germany. 

. Dr. B. R. Abbe, Boston, Mass. A. E. Sumner, Conn. 

B. D. Chase, Natchez, Miss. G. Bloede, Germany. 

Chas. W. Torrey, N. Y. A. F. Steiuhoff, C. W. 

G. W. Richards, Orange, N. J. Fred. B. Mandeville, N. J. 

F. Bondi Brooklyn. Fred.. B. Dixon (Dentist), N. Y. 

J. S. Woods, N. Y. (dec'd.) J. J. Gillespie (Dentist), N. Y. 

J. L. Wade, N. J. Dr. C. L. Von Trencke, Germany. 

George B. Bouton, N. Y^ S. W. Taylor, N. Y. 

Achille Ascoli, Italy. Virgil Thompson, Mass. 

Henry B. Millard, B. A., N. Y. A. M. Woodward, Mass. 

W. J. Baner, N. Y. W. B. Hallock, N. Y. 

Chas. Pfaff, Germany (dec'd.) C. F. Lauer, Pa. 

Prof. J. A. Carmichael, M. D., N. Y. W. S. Baker, Newark, N. J. 
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Mr. H. Freudenberg, Electrician, 

Germany. 
Dr. W. Faulkner Brown, N. Y. 

H. H. Warner, Mass. 

A. Savary, Parip (France.) 

J. E. Andrews, N. Y. 

P. Daum, St. Paul, Minnesota. 

Wm. Murrell, Mobile. 

Anerum B. Burr, N. Carolina. 
, Giro S. Verdi, Italy. 

H. S. Gilbert, N. Y. 

Tulio S. Verdi, Italy. 



CM. Hunt, Meridian, N. Y. 

C. H. Miller, N. Y. City. . 

M. J. Jesurun, Curacao, W. I. 

Fred. Danne, N. Y. City. 

J. S. Holtby, C. W. 

W. P. Hocking, C. W. 

J. Palmer, Mass. 

A. R. Beach, N. J. 

Harry Lake, N. Y. 

F. L. O. Roehrig, U. S. A., 

Germany. 
Manuel Trujillo (Dent.), Mex. 



♦ Fwmerly Consulting Physicians, • 

Dr. Alfred Freeman, N. Y. (dec'd.) Dr. A. S. Ball, N. Y. 

A. D. Wilson, N. Y. (dec'd.) . R M. Bolles, N. Y. (dec'd.) 

E. E. Marcy, N. Y. • Egbert Guernsey, N. Y. 

Dr. L. P. Warner, N. Y. 

i 
s s 



DiseaiM treated in 1865. 






Acoonehementfl 65 

Anttmia ...•• 263 

Asthma , 129 

Angina fanceium 464 

Bronohitii, aonte and obronio 461 

Bobo 76 

Cancrnm orii . . . * • > 670 

Catarrh nasalii 401 

Cephalalgia 0882 

Cholera in far turn 216 

Cholera morbaa 370 

Colio 353 

Contasions .... 697 

Croup, membranons and apasmodio 101 

Conatipation 2,368 

Diarrhoea 2,235 

Diphtheria 87 

Djipepsia 915* 

Djeentery 556 

Erysipelas 95 

Sje and its appendages 695 

Fever, intermittent, oontinned, and 

tjphoid . . ^ 855 

Gonorrhoea 81 

Hsemorrhoidd 83 

Hepatitis, aoate and chronio . . 95 

Hydrooephalns, aonte and chronio 24 

Jaandioe 97 

Inflnensa , 262 

Laryngitis 215 

Measles 128 

Neuralgia 295 

Pleurodynia 593 

Pleurisy, acute and chronio 71 

Phthisis • 24 

Pneumonia 97 

Rheumatism, acute and chronio 661 

Scarlatina .... 2 106 

Spermatorrhoea .,.,..• 65 



'9 

64 

193 42 

66 43 

390 

801 90 

65 

572 

806 

692 104 

120 

298 

302 : 

660 

75 

1,663 891 

2,109 

28 

609 106 

502 

86 

475 145 

288 

69 

48 23 

67 14 

11 

82 

238 

176 

128 

187 66 

484 

55 10 

11 

** 95 

426 160 

103 

42 ...... 



1 


1 




1 


28 




20 




74 




60 


10 


11 




98 


•■...« 


95, 




86 




78 


18 


72 




51 




137 




21 


S 


314 




126 




3 


6 


200 




50 


4 


9 


...... 


75 




62 


6 


12 




12 




14 




5 


8 


15 




24 




39 




42 




109 




6 




9 


4 




2 


76 






3 


28 
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' DiMMu treated in 1866. | t S 






*? I 1 ^ 



Sprain 410 344 M 

8yphili8> primary and secondary 203 174 28 « 

Sargeryt military, deaUl and other... 2>S84 2,208 121 

Skin, dlraaaea of the 460 870 74 

TonBilitis ., 800 346 44 

Vacoinatioo 8>004 ■ 8«004 

Variola, and Varioloid 151 149 3 

Whooping-coagh 143 102 ••.... 80 f 

Womb, Vagina and Ovariei 838 624 208 106 

Worma 218 176 38 

Total number of eaaea 24,086 20,082 1,413 2,671 70 



Total namber of preaoriptions. 46,160 
Total number of eat Hloor rtMiU 8, 1 28 



• a 



ARTICCE XLIII. 

Report of the New York Homoeopathic Dispensary for the year ending December 31^ 

1865. 

Ti*ti8t€es. — Theodore W. Dwight, LL.D., President; J. James Hyde, 
Vice President; Willard L. Felt, Secretary; Theron Losee, Treasurer. 
Charles A. Macy, Joseph U. Orvis, Jacob Capron, Egbert Guernsey, 
M. D., Alfred M. Coffin, Caleb B. Knevals, John E. Body, Henry «. 
Millard, M. D. 

Medical Staff, — Augustus P. Throop, M. D., house physician ; 
John S. Linsley, M. D., assistant house physician; L. J. G. Burchard, 
M. D., visiting physician; W. O. McDonald, M. D., diseases of the 
©ye and ear. S. Lilienthal, M. D., C. A. Bacon, M. D., J. H. Westcott, 
M. D., C. O. Fichte, M. D., S. Jones, M. D. 

The trustees of the New York Homoeopathic Dispensary, in sub- 
mitting their annual report for the year 1865, take great pleasure in 
stating that the prosperity of the institution and its success, as regards 
the amount of good it is accomplisliing, have been great, and are in- 
creasing in a rapid ratio. The dispensary has been in operation only 
five years and seven months. How much it has done, and with what 
rapidity its sphere of usefulness has increased in this short space of 
time, may be seen from the following statement: 
From May 28th, 1860, to January 1st, 1861 (a period of seven 

months), there were treated 1,080 patients- 

Duringthe year 1861 2,548 do 

do 1862 6,563 do 

do 1863 \ 7,257 do 

do 1864 8,650 do 

do 1865 11,666 do 

Total since its establishment. * 37,764 do 

Increase in 1865 ._! 3,916 do 
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Cleusijication of Patients treated during the year ending Decernber 

31, 1864. 

Department of diseases of women and children 1,253 

do do head and abdomen 2,146 

do surgery 1 1,895 

do diseases of chest* and throat 1,773 

do do 'skin 822 

do * do eye and ear : 277 

do vaccinations 2,327 

Whole number of cases treated in the visiting department and 

not included in the above classification 1,134 

11,666 

Total number of deaths 41 

Sent to hospital ^---* 17 . 

Of the 11,666 patients, there were : 

Natives of United States ..-..., 7,377 

do Great Britoin 2,828 

do Germany -.^ 1,360 

do other countries 106 

•Males ,. 4,216 

Females 7,450 

Over 15 years of age 6,000 

Under do 5^666 

Total number of visits 3,250 

Total number of prescriptions 1 19,117 

As shown by the number and increase of patients, the dispensary 
has the last year maintained the regular increase in the amount of 
its usefulness which has attended its existence from- the very begin- 
ning; and there is every reason to hope that its future will be attended 
with a degree of prosperity far exceeding even that which it has 
already attained. More abundant means are, however, absolutely 
necessary to sustain the institution. The increasing number of pa- 
tients, the advanced prices of all things, and the fact that the rent of 
the building has been more than doubled this year, and the salaries 
of the house and visiting physicians have been increased, will pro- 
bably make the expenses of the dispensary from $800 to $1,000 
greater than lasi year. 

The expenses of the dispensary for 1865 were $1,866.37. This 
sum paid for the treatment, by highly competent physicians, of 
11,766 patients; the cost of treatment of each patient being only 
sixteen cents. And for this small sum many a suffering fellow-being 
has been visited by a skillful physician. . The medicine for each pa- 
tient costs only two cents. Was ever so little money paid for more 
good ? 

It is believed that no similar institution in the country has a better 
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corps of physicians, or that there is any, where the poor receive more 
thorough or kinder treatment; the medical staff is composed of nine 
physicians, and no one is allowed to practice at the dispensary who 
is not a regular graduate in medicine, and who has not been regu- 
larly appointed by the board. 

In view of danger from an epidemic, theamportance of this insti- 
tution is particularly apparent. It will be observed that last year 
(small-pox being very prevalent) two thousand three hundred and 
twenty-seven patients were vaccinated at the dispensary. In case of 
a visitation of cholera, extra visiting physicians will be employed. 
These institutions do much towards preserving the health of the 
metropolis and prevent the spread of contagious diseases, as they 
treat the poor and ignorant, and those who oth'erwise would be at 
the mercy of epidemics. 

This dispensary has a strong claim on our German fellow-citizens. 
There are two German physicians. connected with it ; and it will be 
seen that last year 1,360 Germans were treated at the dispensary, 
and 79 at their houses, in all 1,439. Since the dispensary was 
opened— May 28th, 1860, to January 1st, 1866— nearly 9,000 Ger-^ 
mans have been treated. If to these be added the children born of 
German parents, the number will be, raised probably to 12,000 or 
13,000. 

The resources of the dispensary must however be increased, or its 
machinery become clogged. 

Three hundred and twenty dollars only were subscribed last year; 
while the old school dispensaries, subscribed to largely by those 
who employ homoeopathic practice, received a much larger amount. 

The institution possesses strong claims upon the support of the 
public. Receiving within its walls the poor and suffering, and ex- * 
tending to them assistance and skill which might be otherwise be- 
yond their reach; sending, when it is possible, to the dwellings of 
the sick poor who are unable to leave their beds ; furnishing them 
with medicines free of charge; vaccinating all who desire it, and fur- 
nishing pure vaccine matter to physicians; preserving the ignorant 
from the hands of quackery; its medical attendance furnished by 
gentlemen skilled in their various departments, who devote a portion 
of their time without compensation ; its affairs under the control of 
managers known to the public and watchful of its interests; an insti- 
tution to which the affluent can always send tfaose unable to pay for 
medical advice; its whcle purposes, in short, charitable, benevolent, 
and for the public good; it is worthy the interest and support of the 
public, aud particularly of that part desirous of seeing the poor 
enjoying the advantages of the system under which it is organized* 
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The dispensary is open from 10 a. m. 4;o 4 p. m., except on Sundays, 
when it is open from 1 to 2 p. k., to receive calls for the visiting 
physician. 

The district of the visiting physician extends from Twenty-fourth 
to Fiftieth street, and from the Sixth avenue to the North river. 

Physicians connected mth the Institution since its establishment. 

Atwater, M. D., 

William J. Baner, M. D New York. 

C. A. Bacon, M. D -. do 

Hardy M. Banks, M. D New Jersey. 

R Bartlett, M. D New York. 

J. Bleaklej, M. D do 

C. Blumenthal, M. D do 

F. S. Bradford, M. D do 

Wm. F. Browne, M. D late Assist. Surg U. S. N. 

S. P. Burdick, M. D New York. 

L. J. G. Burchard, M. D. . j do 

S. Caro, M. D do 

M. E. Dirix, M. D. .: do 

J. W. Dowling, M. D do 

C. O. Fichte, M. D do 

E. P. Fowler, M. D do 

H. M. Hitchcock, M. D. do 

S. Lilienthal, M. D do 

Wm. O. McDonald, M. D late Surgeon U. S. Vols. 

H. B. Millard, M. D New York. 

^ardC. Pardee, M. D do 

J. B. Petherbridge, M- D late Surg. U. S. Vols., N. J. 

Chas. Pfaff, M. D. * 

Fred. G. Snelling, M. D New York. 

S. W. Taylor, M.D.. do 

Chas. W. Torrey, M. D do 

J.A.Ward, M. D..!.. do 

Isaac N. Ward, M. D do 

fl. H. Warner, M. D do 

J. McE. Wetmore, M. D do 

Ed. J. Whitney,M.D late Assist. Surg. U. S. A. 

J. H. Westcott, M. D New York. 



ARTICLE XLIV. 

Pive Points House of Industry. Tabular Statement of Diseases treated ttom Jhuvaaj 
4, 1861, to March 1, 1866. By B. F. Joslin, M. D. 

*'It cannot be a matter of surprise, when the number, age, and 
previous exposure of the children received into the House are pon- 

* Deooaaed. 
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sidercd, that there should be a large amount of sickness. Without 
any direct action to induce such a result, the remarkable success 
that has attended the medical treatment of those requiring it has, to 
a certain extent, increased the number of hospital patients by school 
children being brought in for medical attendance, and there is now 
a regular hospital-room established in the Institution. The House 
is indebted to the assiduous and gratuitous attendance of Dr. B. F. 
Joslin, who, for the last five years, has superintended the medical 
treatment of the inmates. It has been considered expedient to 
insert in full his very interesting report, showing the result of 
purely homceopathic practice, under circumstances certainly not 
very favorable to professional success. Not having accommodation 
for adults, they are generally sent to the hospital, but occasionally 
are retained and treated in the Institution.''* The cases of sickness 
alluded to in the following tabular statement include not only the 
sickness occurring among the persons residing in the Five Points 
House of Industry, but a considerable number in addition, bl;ought 
from the miserable localities of the neighborhood, for the purpose 
of affording them the advantages of the better accommodation and 
care of our hospital. In some instances, cases pf an extreme and 
necessarily fatal character were thus introduced; so adding to our 
average mortality. But in a number of cases, we have good reason 
to believe, lives were saved by the change. 

It is to be remarked, that of the forty-three sent from the House 
to Bellevue Hospital, many were adult inmates, for whose care \U 
sickness we could not well provide. About the only children sent 
away were occasional cases of varioloid; so many persons visiting 
the House, it was not considered advisable, for reputation's sake, to 
have such cases on hand. It is woithy of note*that only 15 cases of 
varioloid have occurred in the period of five years, among a commu- 
nity more than ordinarily exposed to its contagioud influence; but 
the full explanation is believed to be found in the extent to whiol^ 
vaccination has been practiced, no less than nineteen hundred per- 
sons having been vaccinated within the five years alluded to. 

It will be observed that two hundred and seventy-three cases of 
typhus fever occurred, fourteen of which were sent to hospital, leav- 
ing two hundrec^and fifty -nine as the number treated in the House; 
of these, two died, both adults — one, Mr. Harper, an assistant, and 
the other, Mr. Barlow, the late superintendent, worn out with several 
years of most faithful self-denying labor. 

In the tabular statement five hundred and seven cases of ophthal- 
mia are reported; two sent to hospital, leaving five hundred and five 

* Booord of the Fiv« Points Honso of Indnstry. 
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as treated in the house. Besides these, quite a number of mild cases 
were treated and not registered; of the whole number, but a single 
eye has been lost. This patient died subsequently of marasmus.^ 

Of measles we have treated fifty cases, and of scarlet fever six 
cases, with one death from each. When the scarlet fever cases 
occurred, we gave the children of the house each a daily dose of 
belladonna, as a prophylactic. The result was apparently satisfac* 
tory, as shown by the moderate number of cases. 

Of injuries, we report -seventy-five cases treated, comprising cases 
of .fracture, bruises and cuts. 

Of the eruptions reported, a considerable number were ci^es of 
scabies. 

Thirty-three cases of croup are reported, 3 of which proved fatal. 

Of the fatal cases, not previously alluded to, five deMhs were 
from marasmus, two from cholera infantum, two from acute hydro- 
cephalus, o^e from convulsions, one from pneumonia, one from con- 
gestion of the lungs, two from phthisis, and one from dropsy; in 
all, twenty-three deaths, in two thousand five hundred and seventy- 
two cases treated. 

The prescriptions amount to eight thousand five hundred and 
eighty-four. I have made in the five years and two months six hun- 
dred and twenty-seven visits to the housa Within the latter three 
years of the above period, I have been assisted by Dr. G. L. Free- 
man, who has resided in the house a considerable portion of that 
time. 

TABULAR STATEMENT. 
Wi.m«nfW.«^« * ^T^!!"*^ Sent to Treated St ^,. 

TypbQS-feTer 273 U 259 2 

Sore throat 93 .. 93 

Diphtheria f 10 .. 10 

Ophthalmia 507 2 505 

Meaalei 50 .. 50 1 

Soarlet-fever 6 .. 6.1 

Varioloid 15 7 8 .. 

Bryiipelaa 15 1 U 

Roseola 8 .. 3 .. 

-Urticaria 3 .. 8 .. 

Yarioella 5 .. 5 .. 

Tinea oapi til 21 .. 21 

Brnptions in general.., • 204 .. 201 

Boll ; 14 .. 14 • .. 

Intertrigo 2 .. 2 

Abeeesses 40 .. 40 

Malignant paatnle 2 ^. 2 

Ulcer 21 .. 21 

Periostitii 1 .. 1 .. 

Osaeoufl tnmor • 1 .. 1 ., 

Tnmor * 1 .. 1 

Warta 2 .. 2 .. 

Injnriea 75 .. 75 

Bam 8 .. '8 

Oongeition of the brain 1 . . '1 

Inflammation of the brain 1 .. 1 .. 

Aonte hjdrocephalae 2 .. 2 2 

Headache 132 .. 182 

[Assem. No. 190.] 20 
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Name of BiaeMC. 



Vertigo 

Epilepsy | ■ 

Convalsioni 

Insanity • 

Swelling of cheek*. 

Swelled face 

Gancrum oris • 

Stomatitis 

Gangrene of the month .p. 

Spasmodic affection of the month • 

Too th ach e • • 

Corysa.. ••• 

Osena • • • 

Bpistaxis • ...••... 

Parotitis 

Keuralgia < 

Sore lips 

Otorrosa and Otalgia. • 

I)eafne8S ' • 

Inflammation *of lachrymal sac. 

Hordeolnn^ 

Cough.... v ■ 

Acute broqehitis 

Hoarseness - 

Scorbutus " ••.< 

Dropsy < 

Whitlow 

Phlegmasia alba dolens 

Accouchement • * . • 

Kight sweats 

Sleeplessness • 

(Edema. ...#..... 

Alcoholism • • 

Teething 



Number of 
cases 

Ocearred. 

8 

1 

9 

1 

1 

6 

2 
18 

2 

1 
41 

: r^' 

1 

17 

8 

1 

23 

1 

1 

8 

25 

. 247 

19 

2 

1 
19 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

4 

2 



Sent to 
Hospital. 



Treated «t jj.^ 
Home. *^* 



8 
1 
9 
1 
1 
8 
2 

13 
2 
1 

41 

15 
8 
1 

17 
7 
1 

22 
1 
1 
8 

26 
245 

19 
2 
1 

19 
1 
8 
1 

.1 

.1 
4 
2 



Total number of oases. 
Sent to the Hosnital . . 
Treated at the House. . 
Died at the House .... 

Prescriptions 

Vivitsby Dr. Joelin... 
YaleoinaUd 



Rbcapitulatior. 1861-88. 



2,615 
43 

2,573 
28 

8,584 
627 

1.900 



ARTICLE XLV. 

Report of the New York Woman's Infirmary Assodation, Washington Heights, 
156th street, New xork dtj. 

Board of Managers. — Mrs. Dewitt C. Ward, President, 20 East 
4l8t fitreet ; Mrs. George Y. Gilbert, Vice President, 46 West 82d 
street ; Mrs. T. Picton Eowe, Secretary, Mamaroueck ; Mrs. G. W. 
Leake, Treasurer, Washington Heights; Mrs. Mary B. Sumner, Wash- 
ington Heights ; Mrs. Abbie H. Gibbons, 19 Latnartine place; Mrs, 
R W. Montgomery, Tremont ; Mrs. S. W. Hopkins, Washington 
Heights; Mrs. M. H. Duckworth, 71 Seventh avenue. 

Executive Committee. — Mrs. George Y. Gilbert, Mrs. G. W. Leake, 
Mrs. S. W. Hopkins. 

Honorary Mtmbera. — Mrs. E. D. Livingston, Mrs. Marshall O. 
Eoberts, Mrs. Drake Mills, Mrs. A. Cleveland, Mrs. F. W. Haynes. 
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Board of CounciL — Hon. J. W. Edmonds, P. Van Volkenburghi 
Esq. ; F. W. Hunt, M. D. ; R. P. Getty, Esq.; G. W. Leake, Esq. ; 
S. W. Hopkins, Esq.; jyilliam C. Bryant, Esq. 

MediccU 8 tqf.— John P. Gray, M. D., 40 East 20th street ; John 
S. Bassett, M. D., 63 Madison avenue, Consulting Physicians. 

Alexander Hosack, M. D., 150 Madison avenue; J. A. MoVickar, 
M. D., 83 East 17th street. Consulting Surgeons. 

J. W. Mitchell, M.D., Washington Heights; or 55 West 28th street, 
Attending Physician and Surgeon. 

This association having secured a firm stand among the charitable 
societies of New York, it may not be without interest to give a brief 
sketch of its origin and progress, as well as an explicit statement of 
its object, since it is sometirhes mistaken for a general and sometimes 
for a lying-in hospital, by those who are not familiar with it. 

In September, 1863, a call was issued as follows: " A meeting will 
be held on the evening of September 22, at the office of Dr. J. W. 
Mitchell, at Washington Heights, for the purpose of. establishing a 
hospit&l for women, whose aim shall be to treat them for, and cure 
them of, diseases peculiar to their organization. 

The meeting: was well attended, and a committee of gentlemen 
Ibrm^ for the purpose. 

In February, 1864, a call was issued to the physicians of New 
Toi^k and Brooklyn, as follows : 

A meeting of the homoeopathic physicians of New York and 
Brooklyn will be held at the office of J. T. S.' Smith, Esq., 105 
Fourth avenue, on Friday, February 12, at half-past seven p. M., to 
take into consideration the interests of the New York Woman's In- 
firmary, about to be established at Washington Heights. 

You are earnestly requested to attend. 

J. W. MiTOHElX, M. D. 

Washington Heights, N. Y. city, Feb. 8, 1864. 

The proposition was approved by the profession and the laity, and 
a number of gentlemen became incorporators, and formed a board of 
managers. 

Having organized the association, and seeing the advantage of the 
co-operation pf ladies, in a work intended* especially for the beneft 
of women, they withdrew prom the management, and a board of 
ladies succeeded them. 

The board of managers are pleased to report that its usefulness 
steadily increases, and is checked only by want of sufficient means to 
enlarge its sphere, and to maintain the free patients who need not 
only medical care and nursing, but often have insufficient clothing, 
which is always an obstacle to their improvement. 
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The number of paying* patients has largely increased daring the 
year, but the application for free patients has been beyond ali pro- 
portion, and there were several cases of such peculiar need that they' 
were received, although swelling the number to more than one-half 
free at 9ne time. 

The last year has b;een a severe test of the powe^ to sustain a 
homcBopathic infirmary for women. The numerous claims upon the 
benevolent, caused by the war, and the high price of provisions and 
all the necessaries of life, have made the work more difScult than it 
would have been in almost any other year; but notwithstanding, the 
generous friends of the cause have proved that it c^an be done. 

The treasui-er reports that of the debts contracted in altering, re- 
pairing and fitting out the building and grounds, building bath 
rooms, etc., to adapt the place to its present use, $2,500 have been 
paid. The tax on the place has been remitted according to the fol- 
lowing report of the supervisors : 

** The committee on annual taxes, to whom was referred the an- 
nexed petition of the managers of the New York Woman's Infirmary, 
of Washington Heights, for correction on tax for 1865, respectfully 
report " t^Jiat the building and grounds on which the tax is laid are 
needed for the benefit of patients who are afflicted with the diseases 
and derangements peculiar to woman. One-third of the patients are 
received free of all charge for medical treatment and board, and are 
on the same footing as those who pay. 

** The number o'f free patients has largely increased during the 
year, and the means of the association have been devoted to their 
support and proper medical treatment. 

*'Your committee believe that the object of the association is a 
worthy one, and well deserving the favorable consideration of this 
board. The affairs thereof seem to be conducted in a prudent and 
business-like manner, and your committee would cheerfully recom- 
mend for adoption the following: 

^'Resolved, That the tax assessed against the building and grounds 
of the New York Woman's Infirmary, on 156th street, Washington 
Heights, be and the same is hereby remitted, said institution being a 
charitable institution withfai the meaning of the law, and justly enti- 
tled to such regulation. 

"Report accepted, and resolution adopted by the following vote: 

" Affirrnative. — Supervisors Blunt, Ely, Fox, Purdy, Roche, Shook,* 
Smith, Stewart, Tweed and Willmann— 10. 

** And the same was directed to be sent to his honor the mayor for 
approval." 

The annual meeting of the Woman's Infirmary Association, of 
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Washington Heights, was held at the Fifth Avenue Hotel, on the 
evening of the 5th December, 1865. 

Dr. D. D. Smith was called to the chair.' 

After a few opening remarks, he introduced Judge Edmonds, who 
had been invited to read the reports, which showed that during the 
year one hundred and fifty-four patients had been treated, of whom 
more than one-third were free; no death had occurred. 

The treasurer's report showed that $2,500 of the debt of the insti- 
tution had been paid during the yeiir, and the house Ypaintained from 
the receipts from paying patients, donations and subscriptions. 

The managers were then' elected. 

After the election of officers took place, Dr. Smith said that he felt 
a peculiar interest in the success of the institution, as Dr. Mitchell 
had done him the honor to consult him in his first step towards 
establishing it, and he had been one of its earliest managers; that 
the gentlemen being too much occupied to attend to the duties of 
their oflfce, had elected ladies to supply their places. He gave 
statistics showing the advantage of the homceopathic over every other 
method of practice, in pestilences and hospitals. He thanked Dr. 
Mitchell for being the pioneer in this good work, he having long felt 
the want of it; but, being occupied with his profession and the pro- 
fessorship of a college, he was unable to take the responsibility, and 
he wished and predicted its continued and complete success. 

Dr. Smith was followed by Judge Edmonds, who said that in 
May, 1864, an opening ceremony was held at the infirmary, and 
in reading the treasurer's report, he was struck with the fulfillment 
of his prophecy made at that time, that the generous spirit of New 
York would sustain any charitable work in which the public could 
have confidence. The managers could boast of an unprecedented 
success, that, in the short space of one year, debts amounting to 
$2,500 should have been paid, and the institution maintained; and 
bade the ladies be of good courage, that the liberal community of 
New York would not fail to support such a charity in such hands. 

The meeting then adjourned. 

The institution being now in its second year, has a better organi- 
Bation tbfin at first. The needs of patients being carefully studied, 
are supplied, and their improvement is as certain as human skill can 
make it. 

It is a pleasant home for invalids, and being so, conduces to a 
more rapid recovery than can be had in a family, where the neces- 
sary appliances are less easily used, and less regularly given. 

Being under homoeopathic management, those of difierent schools 
«:e generally opposed to it, and to be a permanent institution it 
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must be patronized chiefly by homoBopathists. There are five appli- 
cations for every free bed that can be maintained, and it cannot be 
too strongly urged upon those who desire the permanency of an 
institution under the improved method of cure, to recommend 'pay- 
ing patients, to the end that it may be more nearly self-sustaining 
and enlarge its sphere of usefulness. The endowment of a few beds 
($300 endows one for a year) would enable more charity patients to 
be received. Sometimes four will occupy one in succession in a 
year; thus one endowment will help several sufferers. 

The infirmary is under prudent and careful management, and has 
a physician skillful in his specialte and eminently successful in hid 
treatment, as well as a staff of consulting physicians and surgeons, 
who are widely known for their professional ability, and it is indorsed 
by such experienced and honored physicians, as Drs. Gray, Marcj, 
fiayafd, Fowler, Guernsey, Evans and Warner, and the late Drs. 
Wilson and BoUes. 

The class of patients who have been treated at the infirmary have 
been of a very intelligent order. A letter lately written by a patient 
to a friend, shows the great benefit she has received. She was 
afflicted to an extraordinary degree, being for sixyears unable to read, 
write, or even to be raised in bed, without violent suffering. She 
now dresses herself, and walks without assistance, from room to 
room, and on the piazzas, and is amusing herself with fancy work. 

The pext letter is the one alluded to: 

'^My dear friend: In thinking of my present degree of health, 
and comparing it with my condition when I came to the institutiou, 
my heai*t prompts me to express to you how much I appreciate the 
benefits I have derived. 

Having been in constant and most of the time very severe suffer- 
ing for six years, previous to coming under Dr. Mitchell's care, and 
during that time, having been under the care of several physicians, 
in each case hoping for recovery, or at least relief, but in each case 
doomed to disappointment, you can perhaps imagine the gratifica- 
tion which I feel in finding myself now comparatively free from suf- 
fering, and steadily improving. I find in my heart a feeling of 
gratitude towards every one who has in .any way contributed 
towards the establishing an institution calculated to do so much. 

By the kindness of all immediately connected, it has been made 
so pleasant and homelike, that one could scarcely realize it was an 
infirmaiy or hospital. 

Dr. Mitchell deserves, and will ever have my heartfelt gratitude, 
not only for the benefits derived from his medical skill, but for his 
uniform kindness, his constant regard for my comfort and happiuesd 
in every respect." 
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Some for Invalid Females^ at Washington Heights. — On We'dnea- 
day last a very agreeable reception of visitors was given at Wash- 
ington Heights. The weather was propitious, and the drive delight- 
ful. The occasion was one of peculiar interest. Misrepresentations 
having been made as to the management of the Woman's Infirmary, 
the ladies directing its af&ir^ issued invitations to a large number 
of our citizens to visit the place, and judge for themselves of its 
object, and the manner in which it i^ conducted. A table was 
spread under the trees, with quantities of fine strawberries, raised 
upon the place — (we were told that the plants were a donation from 
William R. Prince, Esq.) — and other fruits and beverages. The 
tableau was, indeed, beautiful. Ladies elegantly attired, moving 
among the trees and flowers; carriages standing in the shade of the 
trees; the tables garlanded with flowers, and seats placed about the 
lawn, made a lovely picture. Add to this the nmsic of the birds:-- 
which, being unmolested, are very numerous and tame — and the 
rustling of the foliage in the gentle breeze, and one could not desire 
a more delicious scene of repose. The house is a large one, and is 
divided in the center by a broad hall. A piazza, partially shaded 
by vines, runs across the entire west and east fronts. From either 
door-way a beautiful vista is presented. The invalids call it "a 
Aome," and speak in the highest terms of their medical treatment, of 
the conduct of **the house," and the maternal kindness of the 
superintendent. 

Extract from the Home Journal, June 27, 1866. 



ARTICLE XL VI. 

Memoir of Uunting Slwrnll, M. D. By S. B. Baalow, M. D., of New York. 

About the year 1700, an English ship containing some emigrant 
passengers was wrecked on the south shore of Long Island, in the 
vicinity of Easthampton. Among those emigrants was a young 
Irishman, named Sherrill, who made Easthampton his permanent 
residence. Pretty soon there was wrought up considerable compe- 
tition among the young ladies of the place for the hand of the young 
stranger; and in due course of events be married the successful com- 
petitor, belonging to one of the best families of the east end of the 
Island. The young ship-wrecked foreigner was succeeded by pro- 
bably four, and possibly five generations before the birth of the sub-^ 
ject of this sketch. . Jeremiah Sherrill, the fiither of the late Dr.. 
Hunting Sherrill, was the son of Jacob Sherrill; and'in 1783, the 
father and son removed from Easthampton, L. I., to Stanford, 
Dutchess county, State of New York. Jeremiah was a farmer, and 
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had married Ruth Hunting, a native of EaBthampton, as was lier 
husband also; and in Stanford, April 3d, 1783, Hunting Sherrill was 
born. The ancestors of Sherrill were intimately connected with the 
Couklins, Huntings, Millers, Mulfords, Dibbles, and Piersons, 
who were among the best families of Long Island. At the age of 
five years young Sherrill began to attend the common district school; 
and when a little older he was employed in farming operations during 
the milder seasons of the year, and kept a school during the winters, 
until he had arrived at the age of seventeen; then, having the mis- 
fortune to have a hernia^ he was placed from time to time at several 
different schools, one of which, that of Dominie Brower, of Pough- 
keepsie, was much celebrated, and in all of which he made good 
progress. After some years spent in such educational pursuit^ as 
the times permitted, he entered upon the study of medicine with Dr. 
Gager, of Sharon, Conn., employing himself a part of the time in 
teaching, untif he commenced attending medical lectures in New 
York city. During his pupilage in the city, he was appointed phy- 
sician to the Alms House, where he received a diploma for skill and 
ability, which I have seen, signed by William J. MacNeven, David 
Hosack, Felix Pascalis, physicians of Bridewell and the jail,« and 
Clonsul^ing Physicians to the Alms House. This diploma bears date 
of January 15th, 1809; soon after which he received a diploma con- 
ferring on him the title of Doctor of Medicine from the New York 
State Medical Society, signed by Kichard Somayne, President, and 
John Stearns, Secretary, dated December 1, 1809. In the same 
month of December, 1809, he removed to Hyde Park, and succeeded 
Dr, Cook in his practice, and was married February 14, 1811, to 
Margaret Mulford, who still survives. 

During his residence in Hyde Park, he was the family physician of 
the late Dr. Samuel Bard; Ex-Governor Morgan Lewis; Hon, Na- 
thaniel G. Pendleton ; Hon. Peter R Livingston, and sundry other 
families of much note. During his residence in Hyde Park, he also 
received the honorary degree of Doctor of Medicine from the Geneva^ 
Medical College, signed by David Hosack, William J. MacNeven, 
Valentine Mott, John W. Francis, John Griscom; faculty of the 
College, Jasper Adams, President, and B. Whiting, Secretaiy of the 
Board of Trustees, which Degree was dated April, 1825. {Aprilzs 
calendzSj ^nnoque Salviis, Millessimo octingentesimo duodetncessimo.) 

In the year 183.2, Dr. Sherrill removed to Poughkeepsie, where 
he remained in a good practice, until, in the year 1840, he removed 
to New. York, where, jaftar an active city practice of twenty-five 
years, he died in the bosom of his family, after a few days of severe 
illness with typhoid pnciunonia, January 16, 1866, at the ripe age 
of eighty-two years, nine mouths and thirteen days. He departed 
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in great peace; his life-work well and fully done; greatly beloved 
by a large circle of neighborfi and patrons, leaving, as is believed, 
not an enemy. He was a man of extraordinary activity of mind and 
body; of a gentlemanly behavior; he had obtained the friendship 
and good graces of all who knew him well ; and by a long life of 
laborious usefulness had proved himself a most unselfish and useful 
family physician, much esteemed. His decease was heartily mourned . 
by a large circle of friend? and patrons. He leaves the record of a 
good and most respectable man in all his relations to the community, 
tHe temperance ranks, the medical profession, and the church, of 
which he was an exemplary and devoted member. Dr. Sherrill was 
thoroughly versed in the medical doctrines, precepts and practice 
prevailing sixty years since in America and Europe, as taught by 
CuUen, Brown and Parwin, in Europe, ahd by Rush, Miller, Hosack, 
Post, MacNeven, Peixotto, Pascalis, Bard, Bushe, and a host of 
worthies, their cotemporaries in this country; and such was the re- 
tentiveness of his memory that in his last days, and almost in his last 
hours, he discoursed most eloquently of the old theories and prac- 
tices. And, although for a quarter of a century his mind had been 
imbued with the milder and more conservative doctrines of the great 
master and founder of the homoeopathic system of medicine, yet the 
more recent store of new ideas had not abrogated* or displaced the 
old, notwithstanding they had been so long practically laid .aside. 
His mind had breadth and comprehensiveness sufScient to grasp a 
wi4e field of ideas conjoined with a tenacity and retentiveness which 
was remarkable; ahd those qualities seemed not to have faded or 
diminished up to the latest period of his life. Indeed, he had not 
grown old as most men do, as evinced by any considerable loss of 
physical or mental faculties; and though nearly eighty-three years of 
age when he died, yet as his form lay in the cofiSn his countenance 
expressed a nobility rarely seen in the dead of any age. It was 
fresh, fair and lovely. 

Dr. Sherrill, during his life of active service among the sick, found 
time to compost several works relating to medical subjects, and 
which are not without value to the* profession, several of which he 
published, to wit: "A Treatise on Epidemics as they ajppeared in 
Dutchess county, from 1809 to 1825." The first part of this treatise 
was read before the Dutchess County Medical Society in 1819, he 
being then president of the society; a second part was composed at 
a later day. It was published in 1826, and again in 1832, pp. 101, 
small 8vo, or large 12mo. This is a work of considerable ability which 
I have read many times with pleasure and. profit. While physician 
to the almshouse he read a paper before the Medico-Chirurgical 
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Society of the University of New York, on Caries of the Jaws of 
Children, which was published in 1808, pp. 75, 12mo. **A Paper 
on Dysentery," published in 1826, pp. 10, 12mo. "An Essay on the 
Cholera," as it appeared at Poughkeepsie in 1832; published in 1832, 
pp. 38; 12mo. In 1835, *' On the Pathology of Cholera (Epidemic) 
with a plan of treatment and means of prevention," pp. 198; 12mo. 
**0n Uterine Diseases;" *n. d., pp. 18; 24mo, The '* Temperance 
Treatment of Cholera," he published in 1849, pp. 30 ; 12mo. He 
published a " Temperance Medical Lecture " in 1859, pp. 48; 12mo. 
"A Lecture on Diphtheria;" published, n. d., pp. 32; 12mo. Several 
editions of a ** Manual for Jlomoeopathic Prescribing for the Sick, or 
Domestic Physician;" the first edition in 1845, pp. 182; 24mo. The 
last edition was published in 1860, pp. 445; 16mo. In 1852, he 
published ** Suggestions fir the Prevention of Small-Pox," pp. 12; 
16mo. An Account of the Efficacy of Blood-letting and Cathartics 
in the Cure of Palsy, with Observations on that Disease, communi- 
cated by Dr. Hunting Sherrill, of 'Clinton, Dutchess county, N. Y., 
formerly resident physician in the New York almshouse, to Edward 
Miller, M. D., Professor of the Practice of Physic in the University 
of New York. Dated June 30th, 1810. This letter was published 
in the '* Medical Repository," (Mitchell & Miller's) Vol. XIV, pp. 
35-42, Anno, 1811. 

Dr. Sherrill, his wife and eldest son, were all baptized simultane- 
ously at Hyde Park, fifty four years since, by the Rev. Dr. Mc Vicar, 
son-in-law of Dr. Samuel Bard, and at the present time Professor in 
Columbia College. Two sons and two daughters of Dr. Sherrill, all 
of adult age, and all persons of sterling respectability and worth, 
still survive. I cannot conclude this short memoir of our worthy 
brother, without giving briefly the substance at least of the estimate 
of his character, as given by the Rev. Dr. Tuttle, Rector of St. Luke's 
Church, of whjch the doctor was a beloved member, on the occ^ion 
of his funei-al obsequies, (January 18,) in his church, and which I 
had the pleasure of hearing. 

He referred to the loss sustained by the church and society. Dr. 
Sherrill, he said, was a man that would be missed. Few were oftener 
seen in the streets of this section of the city. In all weather and in 
all seasons he was occupied with the duties of his noble profession. 
It was not one of mere pecuniary considerations with him. He had 
a'zcal for his calling, and was unwilling to ever grow old in it. In- 
deed, he had a marvellous faculty of concealing his years. He never 
or seldom referred to his advanced life, and seemed always deter- 
mined to be superior to feebleness. Few had the slightest idea that, 
when his last sickness overtook him, he was in his eighty-third year. 

On Epiphany night, a night severely cold and only a few evenings 
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previous to his death, he was at church, and there for the last time. 
The church was a pleasant sanctuary for him whenever he could 
attend. And he made it a point not only to be regularly on Sundays 
in his pew, but also to enjoy one or more public services during the 
week. The rector, in this connection, mentioned some instances 
showing the great support often rendered to religion by^he medical 
profession. "Few," said the rector, "have departed life with a 
cleaner record of kindness to the poor." When he had given to the 
extent of his ability, he did not leave the afflicted uncared for, but 
sought others interested in their behalf. 

His strict temperance and exemplary habits bore their valuable 
testimony in the clearness of his intellect and fullness of his powers 
up to his very last hour. He is remembered as a good man, and 
leaves to his afflicted family and friends the consolations of having 
enjoyed the society and example of a faithful laborer, a humble 
christian, and that of a devoted husband and father in his immediate 
home. 



ARTICLE XLVIL 

Homoeopathy and the Board of Health. * 

A. Memorial presented to the Board hy a Committee of the New York Comitj 

Homoeopathic Medical Society. 

B. Report of the Committees appointed by the New Tork County Homoeopathic 

Medical Society, and the Kings County Homoeopathic Medical Society. 

A. 

The following memorial was presented to the board of health at 
their meeting, April 27th, read and referred to the sanitary com- 
mittee : . 
To J. S. SoHULTz, Esq., President of the Metropolitan Board of 

Health : 

The undersigned, a special committee on cholera, appointed by the 
Homoeopathic Medical Society of the County oi'New York, respect- 
fully present — that, in the report of the proceedings of the board of 
health published in the New York Herald, April 25th, 1866, it is 
stated thali 

"A lengthy debate took place on the subject of inviting the 
assistance of homoeopathic physicians to aid the board in case of a 
visitation from cholera. Dr. Parker was not prejudiced towards any 
class of the medical profession, but did not think there was any 
merit whatever in th6 homoeopathic treatment. He was thoroughly 
educated on that subject and knew such to be the case." 

Assuming the correctness of this report, and doing justice to the 
'* thorough education'' and the candpr of Dr. Parker, the committee 
respectfully submit: - 
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That the board of health should not ask or receive statements 
touching the demonstrated value and efSciency of homoeopathic treat- 
ment in disease, except from such physicians as are well known in 
the community to be expei^ta in that mode of treatment, and to have 
received that kind of thorough education which nothing but an ex- 
tended practical experience can give. 

The laws of the State of New York have constituted an organiza- 
tion of experts in each county, to wit: a medical society, one of whose 
functions it is to cai*e for the medical and sanitary interests of the 
county, and to represent the practice of medicine in the .county. 
Under these laws the homoeopathic medical societies of the counties 
of New York, Kings and Westchester, having equal rights, duties, 
powers and privileges with any other county societies or organiza- 
tions, represent 300 homoeopathic physicians who practice in these 
counties and the medical interests of the large and most respectable 
clientage committed to their charge. 

In their behalf, the undersigned committee on cholera claim to be 
allowed to present to the board of health the following items of 
testimony on the subject of cholera, for the purpose of showing that, 
in the interests of the people at large, "homoeopathic physicians 
ought to be invited to aid the board in case of a visitation from 
cholera." 

Cholera has been treated in homoeopathic hospitals, during various 
epidemics, in the cities of Vienna, Linz, Leipsic, Munich, Gyongyos, 
Pesth. Paris. The total results show a mortality from cholera iu 
hospital practice of one in three and a half cases, a little more than 
33 per cent. 

In this city, in 1847, the mortality in allopathic hospitals was 
officially reported at 56.7 per cent. 

On this comparison the committee might rest their ease. But they 
desire to submit to the board some remarkable confirmations of these 
favorable statement!^ published by medical men, who at the time of 
writing and pbserving were not homoeopathists, but were opposed to 
homoeopathy. 

Mr. Wilde, the distinguished Dublin surgeon, in his work on 
** Austria and her Institutions," p. 275, that in 1836, the Austrian 
protom dicus reported to the government that, in the Vienna homoeo- 
pathic hospital, two-thirds of the cholera patients recovered^ while in 
the allopathic hospitals two-thirds of them die^; and that on this 
report was based the decree of the Emperor, still in force, legalizing 
the practice of homoeopathy in Austria. 

In 1850, Dr. J. P. Tessier, Aggrege Professor of Pathology to th^ 
Paris Faculty of Medicine, experimented with the homoeopathic treat- 
ment iu the cholera cases in liis ward of the Hospital Ste. Marguerite 
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(Hotel Dieu annexe). The official report gives the mortality from 
cholera in his wards at 34 per cent, while in the other wards it was 
57 per cent. 

In 1854, in London, the government medical council appointed 
Dr. McLoughlin, an eminent allopathic physician, who had had more 
experience with cholera than any other Englishman, inspector of the 
Golden Squai'e district, in which was situated the London homceopa- 
thic hospital. He visited the institution daily and verified the re- 
turns which were made to and published by the House of Commons. 
They give the mortality by cholera in this homceopathic hospital as 
16.4 per cent. In the same report, Dr. McLoughlin says, in a letter 
to the hospital surgeon : 

*' I went to your hospital prepossessed against the homceopathic 
system. That there may be no misapprehension about the cases I 
saw in your hospital, I will add that all I saw were true cases of 
cholera in the various stages of the disease ; and that I saw several 
cases which did well under your trpatment which, I have no hesita- 
tion in saying, would have sunk under any other. In conclusion, I 
must repeat to you that, though an allopath by principle, education and 
practice, yet, were it the will of Providence to afflict me with cholera 
and depiive me of the power of prescribing for myself, I would 
rather be in the himds of a homoeopathic tlian an allopathic prescriber." 

Besting on these eyidences of the superiority of the homoeopathic 
treatment of cholera, the undersigned, in behalf of the Homoeopathic 
Medical Society of the County of New York, respectfully offer to 
furnish reputable and qualified physieians to apply the homoeopathic 
treatment to cholera patients, in such hospital and district as may be 
assigned for that purpose by the board of health. 

And, in behalf of the large and respectable body of citizens who 
prefer and employ the homoeopathic treatment, they request that, of 
the hospitals and districts which may be established by the board of 
health for the reception and treatment of cholera patients, one. hos- 
pital and district in each county of the metropolitan district may be 
assigned to such homoeopathic physicians as may be nominated for 
that purpose to the board of health, by the homoeopathic medical 
society of the county in which this hospital is situated, and approved 
and accepted by the board; this hospital is to 'be under the sole 
charge and direction of these homoeopathic physicians, subject only 
to the supreme control of the board of health, and to be*open at all 
times to the visits of the inspectors appointed by the board and of 
the public, in so far as the board may permit. 

B. F. BOWERS, HENRT M. SMITH, 

CARROL DUNHAM, T. E. ALLEN, 
£. M. KSLLOGO, 

Special Commitiee on Cholera. 
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B. 

On behalf of the homoBopathic physicians of New York and Brook- 
lyn, we desire to make public, through your columns, a statement of 
our efforts to obtain admission for our mode of practice into the 
cholera hospitals which might be established by the Metropolitan 
Board of Health, in view of a threatening epidemic. And this we 
do, not only as a matter of medical history, but also as'an act of self- 
defense, inasmuch as a repoi*t has been of late circulated in some 
quarters, that we have had a fair offer made us which we dared not 
accept A brief investigation of the manner and terms of this so- 
called offer will show that it was not fair, but the very contrary. 
Indeed, from the nature of these terms, it must have been known 
beforehand, that we neither could nor would accept them. Yet we 
must give the medical members of the board of health, who com- 
pose the sanitary committee, the credit for having recognized our 
right to make a claim for admission; for, this recognition, though 
barren of any practical result, called down upon them the righteous 
indignation of the New York Academy of Medicine, that " power 
behind the throne," which prevents its members from granting as 
physicians, rights which, as citizens and legislators, they would con- 
cede. 

On the 27th of April, 1866, we addressed a letter to the Metro- 
politan Board of Health, offering " to furnish reputable and qualified 
physicians to apply the homoeopathic treatment to cholera patients," 
and asking that '* one hospital and district in each county of the 
Metropolitan District may be assigned to such physicians as may be 
named to the board of health for that purpose by the Homoeopathic 
Medical Society of the respective counties; this hospital to be under 
the sole charge and direction of said homoeopathic physicians, sub- 
jent only to the supreme control of the board of health, and open 
at all times to the visit of inspectors appointed by the board, and of 
the public, in so far as the board may permit 

To this, the only response received was through the public prints, 
which stated that the committee of the board of health had reported 
in favor of granting us parts of two down town hospitals. 

On the 9th of May, we addressed another communication to the 
board, stating the impracticability of homoeopathic physicians prac- 
ticing in allopathic hospitals, and repeating our request for a separate 
building. 

As far as could be learned from the newspaper reports (for no 
direct answer was vouchsafed us), this memorial was simply ordered 
on file. 

On the 5tbof June, we once more addressed the board, showing 
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that in the ** General Plan of Operations " submitted by Dr^ Stephen 
Smith, chief of hospitals, as published in the "papers of June 2d, we . 
could see no reason why one o{, the six districts, into which he pro- 
posed to divide the city, should not be assigned to homoeopathic 
physicians, to be by them managed and controlled in accordance with 
said " General Plan." 

To this alsa we I'eceived no reply. 

On the 15th of June, a letter was sent by us to the board of health, 
stating that we had addressed several communications to them at 
different times during the past two months, and ailhing whether it 
was their intention to favor us with a direct reply, or whether we 
might consider the newspaper reports of the doings of the board as 
sufficient answer. 

The chairman of the sanitany committee. Dr. Stone, to whom this 
and all other previous communications of ours had been referred, did 
not vouchsafe us even then a written reply, although repeatedly 
urged to do so by some of the non-medical members of the board, 
who had no fear of the New York Academy of Medicine before their 
eyes. 

We were, therefore, denied the courtesy of a definite response; 
and although wo had seen in the public prints that portions of two 
hospitals were recommended to be assigned to us, we were left com- 
pletely in ignorance of the terms and requisite detajls of such 
arrangement. It was deemed best, consequently, to seek a personal 
interview with the sanitary committee; for in no other way did it 
seem possible to arrive at any understanding of what we were ex- 
pected to do, or how we were to do it. Accordingly, one of our 
committee sought out Dr. Stone, chairman of the sanitary committee, 
and in a long conversation on the subject elicited the following 
details of the proposed plan of operations: 

That homoeopathic physicians would be allowed to join in treating 
cholera patients, but could not be the choosers of the manner in which 
such treatment is to be conducted; that no change could or would be 
made in the organization already existing, but that we might come in 
under the same rules and regulations as other medical assistants; that 
an offer of part of the Five Points and Battery Hospitals had already 
been made to us through the medium of the public press; that we 
would have assigned to us, in certain wards in these hospitals, every 
alternate bed for the exhibition of our treatment, which beds would 
be filled in rotation by incoming sick. That a full and minute record 
should be kept in the hospital books of the condition of the patient 
at the time of his reception and during the progress of his disease, 
which record should be always open for the inspection of any of the 
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other attending physicians, who would also have the right to place 
upon the record any correction or criticism which the case might 
suggest. This privilege to be common to all the physicians of the 
hospital in order to insui*e accuracy of detail and of diagnosis, but 
not to extend to any criticism upon treatment That all prescrip- 
tions must be written out in full, giving the dose and strength of the 
remedy — which prescriptions must be filled up by the apothecary, 
who would be supplied with all drugs and preparations which any 
physician might order or suggest. But no medicines to be adminis- 
tered from pocket-cases or in any other way than by means of a 
written prescription and the regular apothecary. 

Dr. Stone also stated that this matter had been discussed in full by 
the sanitary committee, and that no exceptions could be made to 
these rules, and that all physicians would be compelled to observe 
them in the cholera hospitals; and that no distinctive practice would 
be allowed for a moment in a separate hospital. On this last point 
the sanitary committee had fully resolved and were immovable. 

His reasons why such a separate hospital for the exhibition of 
homoeopathic treatment could not be granted us, were briefly these: 

First, because homoeopathic physicians, as a class, were not so well 
educated, and trained in the laws of diagnosis and pathology and, 
therefore, needed close watching, and supervision, lest they should, 
through ignorance or otherwise, make false returns and, for instance, 
report cases as cured of cholera which never had been cholera. 

And, second, because many of our number were in the habit of 
prescribing drugs and doses non-homoeopathic, and any good l*esult8 
accruing therefrom would thus be falsely credited to homoeopathy. 

To all which we answered, that no. physician of our school pos- 
sessed of any self-respect could for a moment accept an offer, which 
impugns our integrity and our intelligence at the very outset; that 
we had repeatedly proposed to take charge of a separate hospital, to 
be open at all hours of the day and night for the inspection of our 
records, of our patients aiid our treattnent, by any person appointed 
by the board of health. That our proposal was not only perfectly 
fair, but free from all the objections and complications sure to arise 
in the practical workings of a plan, which had been tried repeatedly 
in European cities, and had always speedily failed, by reason of the 
jealousies and interferences and charges of unfairness which seem 
inevitable, when the competitors are brought into personal contact. 

Such are the details of the offer of the sanitary committee of the 
board of health, as enunciated by its chairman. Though it is plau- 
sible in some points, its spirit and intent are obvious. It cannot be 
entertained by us for a moment, because it denies our honesty and 
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intelligence; and while it is hedged about with rules and restric- 
tions to prevent us from deceiving, it fails to provide like safeguards 
against our being deceived. Why should we trust those who plainly 
say they cannot and will not trust us? What security have we, for 
instance, against partiality in the distribution of patients to the 
various bedd, or against our medicines being tampered with, or 
af^ainst our patients being demoralized by insinuations that they are 
the unhappy victims of experimentation, or against a thousand other 
annoyances which can so easily be inflicted by careless or malicious 
subordinates, to say nothing of the possibility that we might be 
associated with physicians of the same stamp, perchance, as that 
inspector up town, who not long ago was summoned to a reported 
case of cholera, and, on entering the house, cursed the homoeopathic 
physician as a humbug and knave, and kicked over the medicine 
standing by the bedside of the patient I 

If fair play should be guaranteed to either party, surely it ought 
to be to the minority, who are compelled to work in subordination 
and to trust all the general management to the honor and justice of. 
the majority. 

The experience of our European brethren will prove a useful 
guide. For instance, when the cholera ravaged Marseilles, in 
France, in the year 1848, Dr. Charge, a homceopath, was so very 
successful in its treatment, that he was decorated with the cross of 
the legion of honor, and on the recurrence of the epidemic in 1854, 
was requested by the authorities to take charge of two wards in the 
public hospital. He did so, but in a few days resigned his appoint- 
ment, and made a public statement of his reasons for so doing. Not 
only was there a great lack of flannels, clothing and other necessaries 
which had been promised him in abundance, but one attendant only 
was allowed him, who fell sick on the first day and was not replaced; 
so that the homoeopathic physicians themselves had to perform all 
the drudgery belonging to the nurses, in addition to their medical 
duties. Nor was this all. The worst cases only, many of them 
moribund at the time, were placed in his beds; so that his rates of 
mortality were enormously and most unfairly increased, and in self- 
defense he was speedily compelled to resign. Twenty-one out of 
twenty-six cases died; not every one, as was publicly stated by Dr. 
8tone at a meeting of the health board — for we take it for granted 
it was to this Marseilles experiment he referred, when he spoke so 
disparagingly of the '* trial at Naples." 

This "trial at Naples" took place as long ago as 1829, and not 
during a cholera epidemic, but in the general hospital. It was 
made by the express order of the king, when the success of homoeo- 
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pathy was first carrying confusion into the ranks of the old school. 
It was conducted in as impartial a manner as could be devised, the 
most vigorous rules being imposed on both parties to prevent the 
possibility of deception or complaints of unfairness. One of the 
regulations required that both parties should agree upon the admis- 
sion of every patient, and that '' patients afflicted with diseases which 
allopathists consider incurable, should be admitted by preference.'' 
A detail of the trial and of all the reports which were set afloat in 
Naples during its continuance of 155 days, we need not here recount. 
Several attempts were made by the old school physicians to break 
up the trial, but failed. At its close, the official report, published 
from the books by order of the king, showed that out of sixty-eight 
patients under homoeopathic treatment, fifty-two were cured, six 
were convalescent, and two had died. A state paper was then issued 
by the government, censuring in very severe terms the false reports 
and statements made by the old school physicians, and decreeing 
that ^' henceforth physicians should be free to follow any method of 
treatment they might choose." Nor was this all; Drs. Marchessani 
and Alessi, two of the old school physicians appointed to watch this 
trial, were by it converted to homoeopathy, as was also Dr. des 
Guidi, who was a witness of the treament 

This is an old story, but one which the sanitary committee seem 
to have forgotten. * But now we stand on dificrent ground; we 
claim our share of the public hospitals, not as a favor or as a test of 
the merits of our system, but as a right. Our success is an estab- 
lished fact, our practitioners in New York city and suburbs are 
numbered by hundreds and are rapidly increasing, and our clientage 
comprises nearly one-half of the entire wealth and intelligence of 
this metropolis. We maintain that the sanitary committee of the 
board of health can in no way be justified in allowing their profes- 
sional prejudices to shut us out of all participation in the public 
hospitals. We demand, as a right, that so large a portion of our 
tax-payers should be fairly represented in our medical institutions. 
We have passed through an ordeal lasting nearly half a century, 
and in spite of all prejudices and every form of ridicule and opposi- 
tion, have steadily increased in popular estimation, have founded 
and supported, by individual enterprise, colleges, hospitals and dis- 
pensaries; and have even materially modified and improved the old ' 
school practice itself. In no disease has the value of our treatment 
been more satisfactorily shown, than in epidemic cholera, the sta- 
tistics of which have been frequently published. We court a fair 
trial of our treatment, and are willing to stand or fall by the prac- 
tical result. But, we cannot, in all proper self-respect, take positions 
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under a committee which arrogates to its school all the science and 
honesty of the profession, and leaves us none. They deny our pow- 
ers of diagnosis in cholera, and yet this very last spring a dispute 
arose between some of their most eminent men, members of this 
very sanitary committee included, as to whether certain deaths on 
Ward's Island last fall were produced by cholera or Bright's disease 
(see the conflicting newspaper articles by Drs. Post, Cram, Parker, 
Guleke and Sayre.) Which of these two parties shall then watch 
us, to correct our diagnosis ? 

Again this sanitary committee insists upon having us under strict 
surveillance, lest we should cure our patients with medicines non- 
homoeopathic, or perchance even with their own drugs. Certainly 
they could not fear that we would attempt to beat them at their own 
weapons, to cure more bv their own method than they could them- 
selves. Who made them judges more than we, of what is homoeo- 
pathic and what is not? As long as we could show them a better 
and more certain way, why should they hesitate to try it, even if it 
were not, in their estimation, purely homoeopathic. As to education, 
we yield not one whit We claim to have superadded a practical 
knowledge of homoeopathic theri^eutics to the ordinary course of 
medical study. For the great bulk of our practitioners are gradu- 
ates of allopathic colleges, and therefore not altogether uninformed 
in diagnosis and the science of medicine. At any rate, they them- 
selves have indorsed our credentials, and recommended us to the 
public as competent and ti-ustworthy physicitos. 

In a word, we claim {or ourselves equal intelligence, education, 
honesty of purpose and sincerity of conviction. All we ask is a 
fair field |br the exhibition of our method of cure and no favor. 
We can only repeat our offer, already thrice-made, to take charge df 
a hospital in any epidemic that may occur; said hospital to be under 
our own administration and management, subject only to the supreme 
control of the board of health, and to be open at all hours for inspec- 
tion of its records, its prescriptions or its patients, by any persons 
duly appointed for that purpose. From a fair competion we shrink 
not, but seek it in all sincerity, and by its results are content to 
abide. B. F. BOWERS, M. D., 

Chairman of the Committee on Cholera^ of the New 
Yo'^h Co. Horn, Med. Soc. 

A. C. HULL, M. D., 

Chairman of the Committee on Cholera, of the 
Kings Co. Horn. Med. 8oc. 
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ARTICLE XLVIII. 

Report of the Oneida Gountj Homoeopathic Medical Society, oranpriBii^: 

A. Proceedings of the Ninth Annual Meetine, held October 17, 1865. 

B. Proceedings of the Ninth Semi-Anniial Meeting, held June 19, 1866w 

Bj the Secretary, M. M. Ga&dnsb, M. D., of Uolland Patent. 

A. 

PBOCBEDmqs OF Ninth Annual Meeting. 

The ninth annual meeting of this society was held at Bagg's hotel, 
in the city of Utica, on Tuesday, October 17, 1865. 

The meeting was called to order at 1 o'clock, p. m., by the Presi- 
dent, Dr. S. d. Scudder. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 

On motion of Dr. Wells, the usual order of business was suspended, 
and the members proceeded to elect officers for the ensuing year. 
See page 324. 

The report of the treasurer was then read, and on motion of Dr. 
Wells, was approved. 

Dr. Wells read a portion of an unfinished paper on paralysis and 
its causes. It is a disease which he thinks is rapidly increasing. In 
relation to its causes, he spoke at some length on the effects of the 
constant and long continued use of metallic pcu^holders in producing 
this affection of the right arm. He sustained his position by V state- 
ment of cases, and concluded that the use of metallic pen-hold^tB 
should be ^entirely abandoned and the gutta percha holder substi- 
.tuted. In the same connection, he mentioned having observed seve- 
.ral cases -of injury to the muscles of the back from sleeping or lying 
.constantly on the spring mattress, and especially of the restlessness 
•of 'Children accustomed to this kind of bed. He suggests as a remedy 
for this a non-conducting material on top of the spring — a thin feather 
bed for instance. 

Dr. Scudder reported on surgical diseases of soldiers. The paper 
was highly interesting and instructive, consisting of the history of 
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several cases that oame under his observation as examining surgeon 
for the pension department at Washington. In conclusion, he spoke 
of the effects of wounds of the arms in favorable cases. He ob- 
served that the spent ball does the most injury if it enters the chest; 
also, that when the ball passes through the chest below the fifth rib 
it proves rapidly fatal. All cures that came under his observation 
had cold water dressing, and the most marked success had attended 
this treatment 

Dr. Wells balled the attention of the physicians present to the fact 
that Dr. Otto Fiillgraff of the Bond Street Homceopathic Dispensary 
of New York, has secured the services of Dr. Theodore Liebold, a 
distinguished oculist from Berlin, Prussia, who holds himself in 
readiness to perform all the nicest operations known at present for 
the restoration or improvement of the sight He will administer 
such homoeopathic medical treatment as may be required. He sug- 
gested to homoeopathic physicians that they should advise patients 
in need of such sei-vices to consult Dr. Liebold, of New York. 

A discussion ensued on the treatment of the recent epidemic of 
dysentery, in which all the members present took part. Dr. Scudder 
has found arnica an important remedy, especially in cases of profuse 
hemorrhage. He also finds leptandria useful. A powder of this 
remedy at bedtime often holds the bowels in check the entire night 

Dr. Wells has found aconite, in connection with other appropriate 
remedies, almost indispensable to a cure. 

In the recent epidemic, Dr. Gardner has found leptandrin' to 
relieve those cases in which mere. cor. had failed entirely. 

The meeting then adjourned. 

B. 

PROGSEDINGS OF THE NiNTH SeMI-AnITUAL MeETINO. 

This meeting was held at the New York Central fiailroad House, 
in the village of Rome, on Tuesday, June 19th, 1866. The meeting 
was called to order at 12 m., by th^ president. Dr. S. O. Scudder. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read, and on motion of Dr. 
Raymond were approved. 

On motion of Dr. Wells, Dr. John A. Paine was elected an honorary 
member of this Society. 

Dr. Stebbins presented a paper on cephalalgia, which was listened 
to with interest and gave rise to a discussion in which all the members 
present took part. 

Dr. Willis reported a clinical case from practice, with a report of 
a post-mortem examination of the same. 

The treasurer's report was read, and, on motion of Dr. Wells, was 
accepted. 
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Dr. Wells gave notice that he should at the next annual meeting 
move the amendment of the constitution with respect to the semi- 
annual meetings of the Societj. 

The secretary palled the attention of the Society to the fact of the 
decease of Dr. D. D. Joslln, of Pierrepont Manor, a member of tha 
Society, on the twenty-third of May last. 

Dr. Wells moved that Dr, L. B. Waldo, of Adams, be appointed 
a committee to prepare a memorial on the death of Dr. Joslin, for 
presentation at the next meeting of the Society. 

Dr. Waldo communicated the following resolutions which were 
unanimously adopted: 

Whereas, in the dispensation of Divine Providence, Dr. D. D. 
Joslin, of Pierrepont Manor, a member of this Society, in the prime 
of life and in the midst of usefulness, has been stricken down by 
consumption, therefore 

Resolved, That while we submit to the behests of the Most High 
in the truespirit of resignation, we yet feel most deeply the loss we 
have sustained, and mourn his early death. 

Resolved^ That we, as a Medical Society especially, most sincerely 
regret the loss of one of our number so eminently respected for hia 
professional activity and successful practice as a physician. 

Resolved, That we deeply and truly sympathize with the family 
and friends of the deceased, and would commend them to the care 
of Him who has promised to be the Father of the fatherless and the 
widow's God. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be presented to the 
widow of the deceased, and that they be forwarded for publication 
to the Jefferson county papers. 

On motion of Dr. Stebbins, the Society then adjourned, to meet at 
the Dudley House in Utica, on Thursday the 16th day of October 
next, at 11 o'clock A. m., to hold its tenth annual meeting. 



ARTICLE XLIX. 

Report on Materia Medica. Mercnrius Corrosiyus. By £. R. Hbatb, M. D., of 

Palmyra, N. Y. 

This drug has been to me one of deep interest and study; not 
simply because it is a valuable remedy, but because it does not seem 
to be yet fully known and appreciated; and a better understanding 
of its properties and uses would furnish the adherents of homoeo- 
pathy with certain general principles, wherewith they might be 
better able to answer the arguments of its opponents and to establish 
its practice on a sure and solid foundation. 
If we take, to guide us in the choice of remedies, the general 
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principle, that drugs increase in value as remedial agents in pro- 
portion to their poisonous properties, we can class the bichloride of 
mercury among such remedies as nux vomica, apis, laohesis, arseni- 
cum, aconite and belladonna. By carefully comparing the well 
known properties of the above mentioned remedies with those of the 
one under consideration, it canTiot be doubted^ that we have some 
ground for our assertion. By as much, then, as a remedy given in 
a small quantity, produces results equal and similar to another given 
in a much larger quantity, by so much is it the more powerful. Dr. , 
Constantine Hering, adopting this as a rule in itself, and applying 
it to facts, assumed that by as much as it was more powerful so 
much it would be more beneficial in the cure of disease; and for this 
reason he has been desirous of procuring a copperhead {trigrnocepha" 
lus contorCrix, not anthropos contortrix) that he might test the truth 
of his reasoning and benefit the cause of homoeopathy by adding to 
our materia medica a new remedy still more useful, if possible, than 
lachesis. 

This does not conflict at all with the laws of dynamization, but 
rather tends to prevent the filling up of our materia medica with 
much that is useless. Dr. William Cullen, in his materia medica 
published in 1802, speaking of the use of mercurials in syphilitic 
diseases, says: "If mercury be an antidote to the venereal poison, 
the cure of the disease should be always more or less readily finished 
according to the quantity of mercury thrown into the body, and 
considering how universally the poison is diffused, it should seem 
that a pretty large quantity of mercury should always be necessar}*^; 
but practitioners will hardly allow that either of these circumstances 
constantly takes place, and we maintain that the most active prepa- 
rations are most speedy in curing the disease. Whether corrosive 
sublimate be always the most proper remedy may be doubtful; but 
we maintain that in many cases it cures the disease by a smaller 
quantity of mercury than can be done by any other preparation, 
though by means of the latter, we introduce mercury in much larger 
proportions." 

The question next arises, is it the mercury, the phlorine, or the 
peculiar properties of the substance which is the resultant of their 
chemical combination, that produces these beneficial results? We 
might be led to think it due to the chlorine, from the fact that the 
chloride acts well, but the bichloride better. But we daily take 
into our bodies chlorine in some of its combinations, yet it neither 
produces distinguishable results on the disease, nor acts as a preven- 
tive. Chlorine itself is an inflammable, irrespirable gaS, exciting 
spasms of the glottis, producing no constitutional symptoms similar 
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to mercurius corrosivus. When chlorine, in any of its combinations, 
produces deleterious effects upon the system, we do not find symp- 
toms that would lead us, according to our law of similia^ to give it, 
either alone or in any of its combinations (except mercury) for the 
cure of the disease. What then is the action of mercury upon the 
system? 

CuUen says: ** From the stimulus given by mercury to the whole 
system, I have always found the blood putting on the same appear- 
ance that it does in inflammatory diseases;'' and, again, '*I conclude 
that the chief effectis of mercurial medicines are to be ascribed to 
their general stimulus of the whole system, and especially to their 
stimulating the various excretorieai" Mercury, of itself, acts only 
by its specific gravity. To gain results from its administration, it 
must, be combined with some ingredient by which it may be finely 
divided. Yet, whether combined mechanically, forming blue mass, 
mercurial ointment, hydrargyram cumcreta and sacrum lactis, or 
chemically, forming the various chlorides, iodides, oxides, &c., it 
has, per ipse, a distinct and peculiar action distinguishable in them 
all. All the mercurials are useful in their proper places; but, bar- 
ing properties peculiar to themselves, they cannot be applicable 
when mercury itself given in a manner to produce an effect, would 
not act; that is, we must bear in mind the general action of mercury 
in order to administer one of its compounds with good effect. 

Mercurius corrosivus, then, seems to be a remedy in itself some- 
what more distinct in its action than the other mercurials; one that 
does not derive its properties from either ingredient specially but 
combined, possessing in a certain degree qualities pertaining to both 
chlorine and mercury, together with others peculiarly its own. By 
some its special characteristics are ascribed to the minute chemical 
dynamization of the mercury by the chlorine, if I may be allowed 
the expression. It forms a powerfully destructive substance; taken 
in large doses it consumes the mucous membrane as by fire, and ia 
small doses, it eats up as it were the vitality of the whole glandular 
system. 

Given in the crystalline state, it does not seem to produce any 
effect. I gave ten grains at one time to a dog, in twenty-four hours 
after, twenty grains more, and in ninety-six^ hours, six grains moi'e, 
without the slightest deleterious results that I could see, even at the 
expiration of one month. Dr. Boyce, of Auburn, witnessed these 
experiments. I gave the same remedy in the pulverized state at 
another time with more satisfactory results. I found, by keeping 
the dog from drink forty-eight hours, aud then giving him the same 
dose followed by as much water as he would take, I obtained more 
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speedy and terrible effects. You wil,! find it more difficult to kill a 
dog with corrosive sublimate when allowed to eat and drink, than 
if you keep either or both ^rom him. The results of my experi- 
ments may be summed up in a few words. 

First. It takes but little to destroy the medicinal properties of the 
drug, or to change it into its less active combination, the chloride. 
I distil water and alcohol, in order to avoid all trouble from sub- 
stances contained in them; then, for use, I prepare first, a saturated 
solution with tepid water; next, a decimal dilution with cold water; 
the third, half water and half alcohol, and higher dilutions, alcohol 
alone. 

. Second. Being so deadly in its action on the human subject, few 
persons if any can be found to make satisfactory provings, and, 
hence, our knowledge is necessarily very imperfect, since we ai'e 
obliged to gain it empirically or by experiments on the lower 
animals. Empirically, I have found it very useful in dysentery 
after it has become seated. I never give it in the first stages, ^or at 
all when I can obtain good effects from other remedies. A good 
illustration of my mode of administering the remedy, and the 
peculiar condition wherein it produces most beneficial results, may 
be found in the following case. ^ 

Sometime last fall a boy was brought to me suffering from chronic 
diarrhoea. He had been for three weeks under the treatment of a 
homoeopathic physician, and for six weeks previous to that time had 
been taking ordinary domestic remedies. He was ' between seven 
and eight years of age, and of lymphatic sanguine temperament. 
He presented much the appearance of one suffering from marasmus — 
eyes dull and lusterless; cheeks suuken and of a dark vinous hue; 
lips almost white; body emaciated; no appetite, with inability to 
cat, and at times even to drink; passages from ten to fourteen in the 
twenty-four hours, slimy and but little at a time; consisting of clear 
mucus and mucus mingled with blood; great tenesmus; tongue 
coated white; metallic taste; restlessness; lin^bs bloated and pulse 
indicating somewhat of febrile excitement. 

I gave one powder containing two drops of mercurius corrosivus 
of the sixth dilution, with directions to dissolve it in a third of a 
glass of water, and take two teaspoonfuls for the first dose, and if at 
the expiration of five hours the passages still continued, another tea- 
spoonful to be given. As I wished him to remain without medicine 
twenty-four hours after the second dose, I prepared three powders 
of sac. lac. to be taken at intervals of four hours during that period. 

I did not see him again until eight days afterward, and then he 
did not look like the same boy. His bowels were perfectly regular, 
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his limbs had resumed their natural shape, his appetite was good, 
and in short, his health seemed entirely restored. 

I seldom give more than two doses /even in the worst cases, and 
never oftener than once in three hours. I sometimes obtain a better 
action by giving a dose of sulphur beforehand. I dare not give it 
lower than the sixth dilution owing to its effect upon the urinary 
organs. In one case, slight albuminuria followed the use of the third. 
In some stages of typhoid and bilious fevers, or any fever where the 
bowels are loose and partake of the nature and characteristics of 
dysentery, I find nothing to control it equal to mercurius corrosivus. 
I am now trying it in syphilis. I find it useful as a wash for varicose 
ulcers; also in the copper colored eruption of syphilis. As a caustic 
to chancres, it works well; sometimes I hardly think as well as mer- 
curius dulcis. 

One can scarcely explain the peculiar condition required to make 
it a most useful remedy. It is only by experience that we gain this 
incommunicable knowledge. 

However, I would recommend it very highly to all as a valuable 
addition to their list of remedies, and if at first prepared from a good 
article (and you are sure when prepared it is 'corrosive sublimate and 
not calomel), then you can rely upon its acting beneficially every 
time it is judiciously administered. 

I have collected a number of symptoms from my empirical pror- 
ings, but they are not reliable enough to communicate to others. 
Hoping at some future time to present a complete and trustworthy 
proving, I submit this production with many misgivings on account 
of its unworthiness. 



ARTICLE L. 

Report on Clinical Medicine — Case of Lepra vnlgaris with Ecsema. By A. R. Moft- 
QAm, M. D., of Syracose. 

Mrs. JB , blonde, aged about 27, had been afflicted for years 

with feeble digestion; about three years ago, while nt a water cure, 
succeeded in developing what in hydropathic parlance is termed- a 
crisis, which proved exceedingly obstinate and unyielding. 

Upon the appearance of the eruption, the stomach symptoms were 
much relieved, although an abstemious diet was still necessary to 
ensure comfort. 

After a long and tedious experience at the water cure establish- 
ment she applied to a prominent homoeopathic physician, whose 
practice justly entitles him to a distinguished place in the so called 
rational school, and who had her case in charge for several montbsi 
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without making much of an impression, but who at last being rein- 
forced by a sturdy supply of crude zinc ointment valiantly renewed 
the assault and succeeded in completely turning the enemy's position, 
overwhelming and drivifig him from the open field. 

The retreat was so* precipitate and the vanquished foe so thor- 
oughly demoralized as to be unable to rally until the stronghold in 
the region of the stomach was again reached. 

Meanwhile the victor, flushed with apparent success, deeming the 
campaign ended, withdrew his forces from *^ that line " before the 
"summer'' was half over, but alas I for the vanity of human hopes, 
the disease speedily returned with increased severity, breaking out 
at first in a sort of guerrilla warfare, and at length into another open 
and general in vasion. 

At this time, 2l8t February, 1866, I found the following- condi- 
tions: 

Whole scalp covered with scaly eruption and yellpwish crusts 
accompanied by an almost unendurable gnawing itching, with smart- 
ing burning, and moist oozing after scratching. Whole scalp feels 
dry and stiff; probably from agglutination and matting of the hair. 
Eruption behind the ears, dry, red, shining and itching, with profuse 
watery discharge of an offensive smell, after being rubbed or scratched; 
the skin very sensitive, easily excited, and occasionally exhibiting 
scattered watery vesicles. The discharge of water from the diseased 
surface, more copious at night. Red scaly eruption before the ears. 
Scabby or scaly eruption iu flakes like puff parts between and below 
the m^mmse, covering a space nearly as lai^e as the hand, leaving a 
red shining surface when the scabs were removed, resembling the 
surface behind the ears, also with occasional scattered watery vesicles. 

The hairy parts, pubis, axillas and eye brows, were seats of the 
eruption, which is accompanied by a distressing gnawing itching, 
worse at night, which forces her. to scratch, and* is followed by 
excoriations, smarting and serous oozing. 

A dry itching annular eruption with thickening of the skin extend- 
ing over considerable surface upon the upper and lower exffemities, 
pai-ticularly about the elbows and knees, covered with desquamating 
minute white branny scales; itching more at night. Burning of the 
eruption after washing in cold water. Ameliorated by application 
of hot water. All the symptoms seem to be worse before meals or 
when hungry and when undressing. Eruption aggravated during 
cold weather and worse during each entire winter season. 

There was decided depression of spirits, mortification, forebodings, 
despair of recovery, great discouragement, weakness of memory, 
aversion to any exertion. 
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After careful examination, I was led to the selection of oleander, 
guided particularly by the following symptoms : Gnawing itching, 
worse at night, sensitiveness of the skin, and the characteristic ap- 
pearance of the eruption behind the ears, ^ich was red, smooth and 
shining, with an offensive watery discharge'. (This kind of erup- 
tion behind the ears I have in several instances, seen yield promptly 
to oleander.) 

The mental symptoms observed in the patient, also bore a close 
relation to those found under oleander. 

Finding my vial of ole^der ** empty, I prescribed the 30th attenu- 
ation, four powders, one to, be taken every night and morning, fol- 
lowed by sacrum lactis. Continued the sacrum lactis until 19th of 
March, when the disease appearing to remain stationary, the patient 
having steadily improved up to that time, I gave two doses of the 
same remedy to be taken on successive evenings, and upon seeing 
my patient at the expiration of another month, the eruption bad dis- 
appeared and her general health was entirely restored, and has con- 
tinued so ever since. 

To the physician who bases his therapeutics upon pathological 
distinctions alone, this sort of a case must prove eniibarrassing ; for 
we iind two clearly defined and distinct diseases. The eczematous 
character of the eruption was as decidedly marked as the other, 
called lepra. Eczema, you well know, is a vesicular eruption, with 
more or less moisture ; while lepra vulgaris is dry from the begin- 
ning, and characterized by thickening of the skin and the production 
of white scales of morbid epidemics. 

By the by, a valuable hint to the diagnostician is given by Prof. 
Wilson in hii work on skin diseases, p. 277: "If there is any doubt 
as to the diagnosis of an eruption, look to the elbows and knees ; if 
it do not exist there, and has not visited those regions, it is not 
lepra." * 

To the mere pathologist it is a troublesome question for which of 
these eMirely different conditions to prescribe. Will one prescrip- 
tion be adapted to both maladies or not ? 

True homoeopathy leaves us in no such dilemma. It teaches us 
that the objective phenomena of the disease, and the subjective 
symptoms of the patient, furnish us with more reliable data for the 
selection of a curative remedy, than can be found in the most concise 
pathological detail. 

The science of pathology is indispensable to the educated and ac- 
complished physician, as an aid both to diagnosis and prognosis, but 
allopathy has sought to make it the golden calf of the Jewish dis- 
pensation of medical science; and there are those even among us, 
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upon whom the new light iis 8hiuiDg, who have not the intelligence 
or courage to swing clear from that error so fatal to advancement. 



ARTICLE LI. 

Report on Cliiucal Medicine. Congestion of the Brain with Paralysis. By J. C. 
Raymond, M. D., of Utica. 

The patient, a young man, healthy and strong, -twenty-two years 
of age, complained of pain in the right arm, on Thursday, September 
29th, 1864. On Friday the pain was so severe as to attract the at- 
tention of the family, when the arm was dressed with a solution of 
arnica and water, and some kind of homeoparhic medicine given 
him. On Saturday he rode six miles and back without his overcoat. 
Going into a cellar, after his return, he laid some green hemlock 
boards for a flooring. 

In the evening he experienced a severe chill, and the pain in the 
arm (which had been swollen from the wrist to above the elbow 
during the day) was much increased, so that he passed a very rest- 
less night. On Sabbath morning he consulted an allopathic physi- 
cian, who called his complaint neuralgia, and prescribed a solution 
of morphine, to be taken in teaspoonful doses after each meal. 
Under its influence he slept and breathed heavily, but said the medi- 
cine brought him no relief, as the pain in the arm still continued and 
had extended to the right side. 

He took the fourth dose at midnight, after which he had severe 
pain in the stomach which seemed to relieve the pain in the arm and 
side. A mustard paste, together with vomiting, somewhat relieved 
the stomach, but he soon after complained of violent pain through 
the forehead and temples, with numbness and pain in the arm and 
side. 

At this stage of the disease a letter was sent to me (the patient 
living 17 miles from the city) stating the symptoms, and requesting 
a prescription. I received the letter Tuesday noon, and sent aconite 
and bryouia, to be taken alternately at intervals of two or three 
• hours. The medicine was not received until Wednesday morning, 
and at noon of that day I received a letter requesting me, if possible, 
to visit the patient. 

I saw him that evening, when he said the medicine I sent him had 
very much relieved his head, but complained of severe pain in his 
right side, above the middle of the seventh and eighth ribs, and ex- 
tending round to the back. The right arm was veiy numb, hot and 
swollen, the pain was of a burning character; pulse full and counting 
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106 beats per minute; ^kia hot and dry; tongae slightly coated; he 
also felt considerable thirst * 

I examined the lungs carefully, but could distinguish no dullness 
on percussion. He had no cough; the respiration was full and free, 
giving but little additional pain. There was soreness of the inter- 
costal muscles, and in those of the chest where the pain was seated. 
I continued the aconite and bryonia through the night, at hourly in-, 
tervals, having first given two doses of each, half an hour apart. 

He passed a restless, sleepless night; had a free, natural stool in 
the meantime, and at six a. h: I found him in a dripping sweat. The 
pulse was soft, 88 beats per minute. He complained of a new symp- 
tom — double vision. I examined the pupils of the eyes, but did not 
perceive any dilation. Other symptoms seemed not so severe. 

I prescribed aconite, belladonna add bryonia in rotation, one or 
two hours apart, governfed by the severity of the symptoms, and left 
for home at seven or eight o'clock in the morning. He soon after 
fell into a quiet slumber and slept most of the day. 

In the evening .he remarked to his sister that he called himself 
almost well, except the nunibuess in his right arm. This improve* 
ment continued until nearly midnight, when he had difficulty in 
swallowing, breathing and speaking, inseusibilfty and inability to 
blow through the right nostril. ^ 

The family sent immediately for the allopathic physician who had 
given him the morphine. He said he should use the most active 
treatment if he undertook the case, but'^cloubted if his constitution 
would bear up under it. He knew the family and patient both pre- 
ferred homoeopathic treatment He called the case pleurisy, but left 
no medidine. From this time the patient grew rapidly worse. I 
was again sent for in the morning, but could not leave the city on 
account of business, until ten minutes after his death. 

The allopathic physician visited him again at ten and eleven 
o'clock, the last time administering a mild anodyne. The patient 
died at half-past two, p. h. His mind wandered during the hour be- 
fore his death, of which he seemed to be sensibfe, and remarked that 
he was not speaking correctly, but could not control his thoughts. 
At this time the pain in his head was almost unendurable. 

I pronounced the case at the time of my first visit to be inflamma- 
tory rheumatism. Owing to an excitable state of the brain which 
had been noticed for two or three weeks, the morphine produced 
metastasis to the brain, with congestion and paralysis, resulting in 
death. 
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ARTICLE LII. 

Report on Clinical Medicine. Cases of Dropsj. By J. C. Ratkokd, M. D., of IJtica. 

No epidemics having occurred in the fifth district during the past 
year, to my knowledge, I will report two cases from practice of dis- 
eases not epidemic. 

Case I. — The first was a case of ascites, prescribed for December 
29, 1863. The patient was a man fifty-six years of age. The abdo- 
men was very much distended; the secretions of urine were dark in 
color and scanty in quantity, varying from a pint to a quart in the 
twenty four hours; appetite good; tongue slightly coated; the whites 
of the eyes and the skin tinged with yellow; bowels constipated with 
occasional slight pains across the back and in the bowels; pulse 
normal; rest disturbed by frequent calls to pass water — only a little 
at a time. 

Treatment. — From the time of the first visit, until March 30, 1864, 
he took one or two of the following remedies in alternation: Arseni- 
cum, apis, apocynum can., hellebore; and for the bilious symptoms, 
bryonia, mercurius, podophyllum, nux vomica and lachesis. About 
the middle of March, he passed a very bilious stool daily«for a week 
or ten days, and the secretions of urine became more free, not ex- 
ceeding three pints in the twenty-four hours. 

The last week of March, I spent in New York, and while con- 
versing with Dr. L. Hallock, in reference to cases of dropsy, he 
recommended very highly the use of arsenicum**. After my return 
home, I put up four powders of sugar of milk, containing each six 
pellets of arsenicum**, with directions to dissolve on^ powder at a 
time in six spoonfuls of cold water, and take a spoonful morning, 
noon and night. At the end of eight days I called to see the patient, 
and the first salutation was: <* Doctor, I thought the last medicine 
you gave me would kill me. I passed only a few drops of water 
for the first two days after I oommenced taking it, now I am passing 
from two to three quarts daily." * 

The abdomen measured three inches less in circumference, and he 
had resumed in part his usual avocation. I continued the remedy a 
little while longer, and lie remains well to .the present time. 

I considered the cause of the disease to depend on some obstruc- 
tion of the liver, evidenced by the jaundiced state of the skin, 
occasional attacks of nausea, and, towards the close of the treat* 
ment, for several days, copious stools composed almost entirely of 
bile. There appeared to be at no time any enlargement, tenderness, 
or pain of the liver. 

Case U. — The second was a case of anasarca following scarlet 
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fever, in a child four years o^ age. She had no treatment for the 
fever except domestic r^nedies, and \nj attention was not called to 
the case until two or three weeks after the first attack, when the 
symptoms became alarming. 

The whole body, from the crown of the head to the soles of the 
feet, was very much bloated. Percussion, showed dullness in the 
chest, with considerable difficulty in breathing while lying down. 
The countenance was pale, with an anxious, listless, feeble expression. 
The appetite was poor and the rest disturbed; secretions from the 
kidneys werQ of a dark brown color and very scanty; pulse quick 
and feeble, and the whole appearance of the patient unfavorable. 

Treatment. — She took arsenicum and apis some time without much 
apparent benefit, and afterwards apocynum can., arsenicum and 
hellebore in rotation. The patient was dismissed entirely cured 
after twenty-three days treatment. 

Case III. — October 7th, 1863, 1 was called to see a boy who, three 
weeks previous, was attacked with scarlet fever. The symptoms 
present were those of anasarca; the entire outer surface of the body 
was very much distended from the accumulation of serum in the 
cellular tissue; appetite poor with occasional attacks of nausea and 
vomiting ; urine scanty and of a dark brown color ; difficulty of 
breathing when lying down, with dullness on percussion over the 
lower portion of the lungs. 

Having no high attenuation of arsenicum with me, I left lachesis^. 
and apis^, to be taken alternately, at intervals of three hours. The 
next day, as no improvement appeared, I administered arsenicum**, 
a few pellets dissolved in water, one teaspoonful every four hoars. 
In four days the disease was entirely subdued. 



ARTICLE LIII. 

Beport on Clinical Medicine. Lachesis in the Treatment of Stomatitis. Bj M. M. 
Gardkeb, M. D., of UoUand Patent. 

This disease generally comes on snddeuly, the first symptoms 
being a severe scalding sensation in the mouth, accompanied with 
pain, which is at times intense. The mouth and tongue are of a pink 
color, and there is a profuse discharge of thin watery matter, very 
hot, so as to excoriate the face as it passes down from the corners of 
the mouth. Food or drink taken into the mouth, causes more or 
less pain. In a few days, slight ulcerations appear on the tongue 
and about the mouth and fauces. ThesQ symptoms all continue 
until the child is weaned or the patient is cured. The bowels are 
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usually constipated at first, but when the ulceration extends to theit 
mucous surface, diarrhoea ensues and forms a serioiis complication. 

It is not desirable to wean the child, as the patient would be liable 
to a return of the disease in future pregnancies, whereas, under 
proper treatment, this condition will not Obtain, provided due atten- 
tion to diet is observed. * 

August 2l8t, 1863, 1 was called to see Mrs. H. W. G., a lady about 
forty years of age, of a nervo-bilious temperatment, and marked scro- 
fulous diathesis. Her fourth child was then one month old ; she 
had always suffered from sore month while nursing her children and 
with the third, about ten years previous, the disfease had assumed a 
very aggravated form, defying all treatment until the infant was 
weaned, at eight months, when she slowly recovered her health and 
strength, which had become so much reduced that her life, was .de- 
spaired of. 

The disease now appeared to me very ftrmidable, the whole sys- 
tem being involved in the disease. The general symptoms were as 
given above, but the characteristic seemed to be frequent pulling at 
the neck of her dress as if threatened with strangulation. « 

I administered lachesis ^* (Lehrman's), in a powder of sac. lactis 
containing five pellets. I advised her to take great care in regard to 
diet, and eat only farina, corn starch, milk crackers, or oat meal 
pudding, until recovery took place, and afterwards to avoid salt 
meats and vegetable acids for a long time. No marked change 
appeared in the case until the third day, when a slight improvement 
was manifest. The case now progressed rapidly, and at the end of 
two weeks no perceptible trace of the disease remained. 

September 20th, I was again called, and found my patient suffer- 
ing from the same symptoms in nearly as aggravated a form as at 
my first visit 

On inquiry, I learned that my directions with regard to diet had 
not been heeded. She had iudulged in the luxury of a saucer full 
of ripe tomatoes with sugar and vinegar, and within twentj'-four 
boufs, the penalty followed the transgression. I administered one 
dose of lachesis,** as before, and in a few days, she recovered. 
There has been no recurrence of the disease. 



ARTICLE LIV. 

Report on Clinical Medicine. Cases of Periodical Cephalalgia. By William B. Steb- 
Bivs, M. D., of LittLe Falls. 

During more than thirty years of practice of medicine, I have had 

frequent opportunities of observing a peculiar form of headache, less 
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common indeed than many others, but still sufficiently marked by 
distingui€(hing characteristics. It is a disease to which I attach almost 
as much importance as to any other^ as if it be not promptly arrested, 
it may be followed by serious, if not fatal consequences. In acute- 
ness and intensity of suffering, it strongly simulates neuralgia, for 
which I think it is often mistaken, but whenever a cure is attempted 
for it on the same principles as for that disease, the treatment, in 
numerous instances, proves a failure. ^ 

The attack is sometimes sudden and violent, but more frequently 
comes on gradually, and the pain for a day or two does not assume 
a very marked character; but increases on succeeding days, and is 
described as acute, piercing, throbbing and distinctly intermittent or 
paroxysmal; occurring usually, but not uniformly, in the forenoon, 
and lasting from three to six heurs. The intermissions are distinct 
and perfect. The pain reaches its greatest intensity about midway 
from the time of its first warning to the time of its entire subsidence. 
The integuments over the seat of pain, feel tender and hot on the 
application of the hand, during the paroxysm. Slight rigors some- 
times attend the approach of the attack. During the interval between 
the attacks, the patient feels well and goes about his business confi- 
dently flattering himself that he has entirely recovered, till, at the 
appointed time with singular regularity, his tormentor returns with 
increased violence. 

After three or four days thus passed with daily attacks of suffer- 
ing, he concludes to consult his physician. The pain is always in 
the forehead directly over the orbit on one side, never upon both, 
as far as I have seen, and never changing its location as long as the 
attacks continue to recur. In a few instances, I have known the 
pain to extend into the ear^of the same side, but the centi*al point 
has always been directly over the eye. 

I can furnish no satifactory explanation of the causes of this dis- 
ease. In a few instances, I have traced them to exposure to cold, in 
others, to intense application to business, but oftener, I have beeu 
unable to account for them at all. It has been my lot to treat a 
great many of these cases, and sometimes they have given me no 
little trouble and perplexity. The patient, thinking he has only a 
common headache, expects prompt and satisfactory relief. For- 
merly, before employing homoeopathic remedies, it was my custom 
to cup and scarify the temple of the afflicted side when the pain 
was at its height. This treatment was generally successful in pre- 
venting the attack on the succeeding day. I always feel confident 
that one full day's perfect interruption will so far modify the disease 
that I can safely dismiss all anxiety as to the result. Several oases 
from practice may help to illustrate my subjeot. 
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Case L— About twenty years since, my father rode from Little 
Falls to Utica, in an open sleigh, on one of the coldest days of that 
very cold winter, facing a piercing west wind, and wearing an ordi* 
nary hat, which left his forehead exposed to the cold. He suifered 
much during the ride from a painful sensation across the forehead, 
and, on the next day, was seized with pain over the region of the 
frontal sinus of the right side. Dr. Daniel Belknap, a prominent 
and skillful physician of the old school, was called to attend him in 
a day or two. He bled and blistered him, and gave cathartics and 
mercurial; to no effect, so far as any alleviation of the suffering was 
concerned. I saw him at the expiration of eight or ten days of this 
management, and proceeded to cup the temple with the doctor's 
approval. This terminated the painful paroxysms to a good extent, 
but his general health was much impaired, and he was confined to 
his bed for several weeks. During his sickness, he labored uiider 
an inability to employ appropriate words to express his ideas, but 
eventually made a good recovery. 

Case II. — A man employejj in the extensive leather factory at 
Brockett's Bridge, suffered about the same time from a similar 
attack. He went regularly to his business every morning for eight 
or ten days, but was always obliged to desist and take to his bed at 
eleven or twelve o'clock, where he would remain four or five hours, 
when he would rise and return to his work. At the end of this 
time, he applied to me for relief, but my usual resort, cupping and 
scarifying, failed to produce any alleviation. In the course of a day 
or two more, he had a free discharge of pus from the nostril of the 
afflicted side, after which he had no more paroxysms of pain or any 
other untoward symptom. 

. Case III.— Two or three years subsequently to the case just nar- 
rated, I was called to sec a yoking girl, fourteen or fifteen years of 
. age, who was suffering from this peculiar kind of headache. As I 
was unprovided with any appliances for cupping, I contented myself 
with prescribing such medicines as seemed appropriate, and on 
leaving, gave directions that if no improvement took place within 
two days, I should be immediately summoned. Three days after, 
hearing nothing from the case, I left home to attend as a witness, 
the court then sitting in our county, where I Vas detained a week. 
On my return I found no abatement in her sufiSerings, and that no 
efforts for her relief had been made during my absence. The 
paroxysms wera now more protracted and the pains almost con- 
tinuous. 

I now employed cupping, but without advantage. So much time 
has since elapsed that I am unable to state particularly the remedies 
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used, but the caae progressed steadily notwithstaadiog all my effbrto* 
Her vision became impaired; tbe eye paralysed and protruding par- 
tially from the socket; great deformity of that side of the face 
ensued; the poor girl became delirious and idiotic, and afler the 
most painfully protracted sufferings, died, as I belieye, in conse- 
quence of tbe culpable negligence on the part of her friends, in not 
securing prompt attention to her case in its early stages. 

These cases are tbe only opes which have proved so serious under 
my management; many others made good recoveries UDder prompi 
and timely treatment. 

Authorities are almost silent on this form of cephalalgia, *so far aa 
I have consulted books, and, in treating these cases, I have of course, 
formed my own theories of pathology. ' I have, at times, regarded 
them as neuralgia and have employed the usual remedies for thai 
form of dise^e, such as arsenieum, china, spigelia, belladonna, Pulsa- 
tilla and atropine. I have also given glonoine, aconite, byoseyamus, 
bryonia, hepar and others, but have never been satisfied with tbe 
result of medication alone. I now regard these cases aa acute 
attacks of inflammation of the membrane lining the frontal sinus, the 
pain, for some reason assuming the periodic form. I have observed 
the same peculiarity in the early stages of acute inflampaation of the 
antrum, a disease in some respects analogous to this. 

Many cases of this kind of cephalalgia, would, it appears to nie, 
fbsult in suppuration, deformity and d^ath, if not treated promptly. 
If suppuration occurs, and if, from the thickening of the membrane 
lining the orifice leading from the frontal sinus into the nostril, or 
from any other cause, this outlet is closed, a fatal result must follow, 
unless averted by the resources of surgery. In case second, the accu* 
muiation of pus found an outlet just in time to. save the patient. In 
the third case, the only means, as it^ appears to me, was linking 
whereby to effect a cure and preserve the life of the sufferer. 

It has long been my uniform custom, to depend as little upon 
medication as possible; a habit probably acquired while using drugs 
in allopathic doses. I usually prescribe aconite in alternation with 
belladonna, or some other remedy that may seem better indicated, 
and during the paroxysm, spigelia, atropine or coloeynth with warm 
fomentations, to the p^rt. I also direct a spare diet and rigidly 
insist upon perfect rest in bed in a still, quiet, dark room until the 
usual time for the paroxysm to decline arrives. This last, I consider 
a sine qua non in the treatment; indeed, I would not undertake a 
severe case without it. 

Case IV. — Several, years ago, on reaching home late in the even- 
ing, I found a call to visit Mr. S., three or four miles distant. When 
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* I arrived at his house, he was, to all appearance well, having had 
seveitil attacks of periodical headache, most severe at 1 o'clock p. m. 
I gave him a little ipedicine (I cannot now recall the name), and 
insisted that he' should not rise, the next day, until I arrived, which 
I proiniaed to do by the middle of the day. He was to take a bed- 
room in the most quiet part of the house, and the family were not to 
disturb him in the morning. At the appointed hour, next day, I 
found that he had had no symptoms of any return. The paroxysm 
of the day before was the last 

Exactly the same thing occurred about the same time, in the case 
of a Mr. H.,^nder the same management 

Case V. — Mr. B., who lives six or eight miles from my office, 
came to me, last spring, for medicine for his wife, who, I concluded, 
from his account, was suffering from periodical cephalalgia. She 
had bad six or eight paroxysms, gradually increasing in duration 
and intensity. I sent her the usual remedies and insisted upon per- 
feot rest in bed. She however arose in violation of my order, feeling 
as well as ever, and went about her work, making cheese and churn- 
ing. The pain returned about 9 o'clock, and as she expressed it, she 
became almost wild. Towards evening, she dispatched a messenger 
to me, requesting my attendance on the next morning. I sent her 
word that I would see her at 9 o'clock, and repeated my injunction, 
that, to please me, she should remain in bed, until I arrived. I 
found her free from pain, however, and waited twa or three hours, 
in vain, for its reappearance. Her recovery was complete. 

I regard these cases as interesting in their nature and results, and 
especially aa showing the effect of rest in controlling the symptoms. 
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ONONDAGA COUNTY HOMOEOPATHIC MEDICAL 
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Censors. 

Dr. Lyman Clary Syracuse Onondaga county. 

William A. Hawley do do 

William R Brown Homer - Cortland county^ 

Delegates to the State Homoeopathtc Medical Society, 
Dr. A. R. Morgan, Dr. W. Henry Hoyt, Dr. W. R. Brown. 

Delegate to the Oswego County Homoeopathic Medical Society* 
Dr. Lyman Clary- 

Delegates to the Oneida County Homoeopathic Medical Society. 
Dr. R E. Belding, Dr. W. A. Hawley. 

Delegates to the Cayuga County Homceopathic Medical Society. 
Dr. W. H. Hoyt, Dr. J. W. Sheldon. 

Delegates to the Wayne County Homoeopathic Medical Society. \ 
Dr. B. B. Schenck, Dr. H. Hubbard. 

Delegates to the Broome County Homoeopathic Medical Society. 

Dr. W. R Brown, - Dr. J. G. Bigelow. 

Committees. 

Dr. B. B. Schenck, Special Pathology and Therapentios. 
W, A. Hoyt, Materia Medica. 
S. Seward,,Theory and Practice of Medicine. 
J. W. Sheldon, Homeopathic Ti*eatment of Surgical Cosea. 
L. Clary, Obstetrics. 
T. Y. Kinne, Diseases ^of Females. 
W. A. Hawley, Epidemics. 
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Honorary Members. 

Dr. L. B. Wells Utica Oneida county. 

J. C. Rjiymon^ -.. do do 

G« B. Palmer East Hamilton Madison county. 

T. Dwi^ht Stow . . Fulton- Oswego^ county, 

D.I.Chaffee Palermo.- do 

H. Barton Eellows. Sennett Cayuga county. 

M. F. Sweeting. . . South Butler Wayne county. 

Members. 

Dr. Geo. H. Greeley . - Syracuse Onondaga county. 

Joshua G. Bigelow do do 

Xiyman Clary do do 

Wm. A. Hawley . . do do 

W. Henry Hoyt do 1 do 

ThoH. Y. Kinne-*. do do 

H.B. Miller do do 

Jay W. Sheldon . • do do 

Stephen Seward .- do do 

Kufus £. Belding. • do do 

Charles Baker Fay etteville do 

B. B. Schenck Plahiville do 

R. D. Rhodes.-,.'-. Marcellus do 

Henry C. Hubbard . Scott Cortland county. 

W. R. Brown Homer do 

The annual meeting is held on the first Tuesday in May; the semi- 
annual on the second Tuesday of October. 



ARTICLE LV. 

lUnort of the Onondaga County Homoeopiithic Medical Society. Proceedings of the 
Fourth Annual Meeting, held May 1, 1866. By the Secretary, R. £. Bkldino, 
M. D. 

Proceedings op the Fourth Annual Meeting. 

The fourth annual meeting of this Society was held at Syracuse 
on Tuesday, May 1st, 1866, the president, Dr. Hoyt, in the chair. 

Members present — ^Drs. J. G. Bigelow, L. Claiy, W. Henry Hoyt, 
W. A. Hawley, J. W. Sheldon, W. R. Brown, H. C. Hubbard, R. 
D. Rhodes, B. B. Schenck, and S. Seward. 

The following delegates from adjoining counties were jDresent: 

Drs. Stow and Chaffee from Oswego county; Dr. H. B. Fellows 
from Qiyuga county, and Dr. M. F. Sweeting from Wayne county. 

On motion of Dr. Hawley, Dr. Sweeting was made an honorary 
member of this Society. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 
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Eeports of committees were then called for, but none being pre- 
sented, the president gave his usual annual address. 

The application for membership received from H. E. Belding-, M. 
D., was referred in the absence of the censors to a committee con- 
sisting of Drs. Clary, Bigelow and Hawlej, who^ after the usual 
examination, reported favorably, and was unanimously elected. 

The following resolution changing the time of the semi-annual 
meeting was then adopted: 

Resolved, That article sixth of the Constitution be so amended 
as to read, the second Tuesday, instead of the third Tuesday of 
October. 

Communications from the delegates being called for, Dr. Stowe 
presented a report, entitled '* Indications for the administration of 
Aconite, Belladonna and Lachesis.'^ 

Dr. Chaffee read an interesting report of a gunshot wound pene> 
trating the cranium, from which the patient recovered, and also 
gave a verbal report of a ease of pregnancy, complicated with 
dropsy. 

Mr. Taylor, of Utica, introduced to the notice of the Society the 
Atlantic Mutual Life Insurance Company. His remarks were lis- 
tened to with interest, and the following resolution presented by 
Dr. Hawley was adopted: 

Resolved, That the organization of life insurance compimies which 
discriminate in favor of the adherents of the homceopatbic system, 
meets our unqualified approval 

Resolved, That inasmuch as the Atlantic Mutual Life Insprance 
Company is located in our own State, we cordially recommend it to 
the patronage of practical homoeopathists. 

The subject of cholera having been presented for the consideration 
of the Society, Dr. Bigelow moved that a committee should be ap* 
pointed by the chaii;, to prepare and furnish to the membcAns of the 
Society, or to act in conjunction with the State Society, in the 
preparation of a paper stating the precautions which homceopathy 
recommends in view of the impending epidemic. 

The following gentlemen were accordingly appointed by the 
president: Drs. Bigelow, Hoyt and Hawley. 

A list of the officers, delegates and committee^ appointed is pub- 
lished on page 344. 

The meeting adjourned. 

ARTICLE LVI. 

Address. Delivered at the Annual Meeting held Maj 1, 1866. By W. Hurar Hon*, 
M. D., of Syracuse, President of the Societj. 

Gentlemen. — Among the duties which the laws of our Society 

impose on its president (the position which your partiality invited 
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me to occupy) 10 that of delivering an address at our annual meet- 
ing; and, in obedience thereto, I shall proceed to offer such remarks 
as may seem to me most appropriate to the occasion, soliciting, at. 
the same time, much indulgence at your hands. 

A brief review of the origin and progress of our Society naturally 
presents itself as an introductory topic. Only a quarter of a century 
has elapsed since homoeopathy was introduced to this city amid the 
frowns and sneers of our allopathic opponents, whose '* vested 
rights'' were thus formidably invaded, and whose time^honored 
dogmas were to be,rin due course, modified or annulled. Surely it 
was not to be wondered at that the cries of ** quackery" and "nov- 
elty " were fulminated against the pioneers of our practice, threatr 
ening as it did so complete a revolution in therapeutics; but I deem 
myself singularly fortunate in being able now to congratulate you 
upon the highly encouragii^. success which has attended your early 
struggles, as well as your mure mature and vigorous effoi-ts through- 
out the conflict. At length on the third of December, 1863, the 
organization of this Society was complete; and its meetings, which 
have been held with stated regularity ever since, have been crowned 
with continued and increasing interest. Let me express the ardent 
hope that our individual and collective exertions to carry out the 
good work of the Society may never be wanting. Let contentions, 
bigotry arfd all envious relations, which, happily, have never yet ' 
disturbed our harmony, be still excluded from our path; let pure 
homoeopathic practice be the object of our ambition, and stimulate 
our energy, and let us continue to cultivate that fraternal inter- 
course, which serves: not only in alleviation of our labors, but as an 
example to our opponents. 

In Syracuse we have several local benevolent and humane institu- 
tions under immediate homoeopathic charge. I notice with regret, 
that from none of these has our Society or the public received any 
official reports of the treatment pursued in any of them. Statistical 
information is one of the most positive means through which we are 
enabled to exhibit to the world the results of our medicinal adminis- 
trations, and such opportunities as are afforded us at the orphan 
asylum and the home in this city should not be permitted to pass 
from year to year barren of all additions to our medical literature. 

The State has located the asylum for idiots here. Why may we 
not demand a trial of our system t]|ere7 It is true that a very dis- 
tinguished member of our Society (Dr. Clary) holds an appoint- 
ment in the board of direction of this institution, but does he not 
owe his position there rather to the respect which is so justly due to 
his private character, than to his claims as a homoeopathist? Others 
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of the directors are adherents of our school. Why then, I repeat, fa 
our system excluded? The answer is obvious. It is a State Insti- 
tution^ and the State yel rrfuses us oficial recognition. Here is a hint, 
and a broad one, which I sincerely and earnestly hope will be taken 
alike by practitioner and patient throughout the land. 

Ck)ntinental Europe has sulBTered greatly during the last year from 
the invasion of Asiatic cholera. From present information it has 
already reached this continent. It behooves us then to be profession- 
ally on the alert, and let the public know the advantages which our 
mode of treating this disease possesses over thaf of the old school. 
The allopaths have already issued their mandatory proclamations, 
consisting of rules and regulations. In these are said to abide the 
only, the infallible hopes of cure or relief within the province of 
medicine. The newspapers * are filled with their prescriptions of 
sovereign remedies and compounded boluses, so that every other 
man one meets, from a Constantinople missionary to a New York 
M. D., has his wallet full of them. I think the public exjject some- 
thing from us, and it is due that we furnish some statistics of the 
history and character of the disease, and the mode of treatment and 
means of cure we are prepared to apply. A mutual confidence as 
between the profession and the public, of incalculable benefit to 
both, would then be engendered. 

Efforts are now being made to establish a city hospital^ and we 
should not be unrepresented there. A dispehsary has been spoken 
of. I would suggest action upon that. 

Many of you are aware of my views in regard to a pharmacy being 
gotten up under the auspices of the Society. Means would thus be 
at hand for furnishing every kind of medicine in its various forms 
immediately on application. The practitioner is thus supplied at a 
moment's notice, and more effectually than from his own ijtock, 
always (if he has many patients) more or less imperfect. Druggists 
are already soliciting information and patronage from the profession. 
The public are not expected to be cognizant of the extreme care 
requisite for that purity of preparation required by our school, and 
for thnt reason people buy wherever medicines may happen to be 
advertised, ignorant of everything but the name they may (ever so 
unjustly sometimes) bear. I firmly believe that the public patron- 
age which a pharmacy could command would pay all its cost and 
expenses, and greatly relieve the present outlay of the profession in 
this direction. 

The contest over health commissioner in New York exhibits tho 
want of that political and official recognition which our standing as 
citizens should command. 
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No one doubts the talent, respectability, and social standing of the 
adherents of our practice, embracing as they do, the very best of our 
citizens wherever it is introduced, as well as the heavy taxpayers 
which the petition, presented to the Governor asking the appoint- 
ment of an homoeopathist as a member of the board of health, will 
testify. 

Far be from us anything like a threat, but it may .well become a 
question how far it may be necessary for us to suffer before we apply 
such means as are at our command to obtain our just political rights 
and official recognition. 

There seems to be but one resource left to us, and that is, to enter 
the arena of politics and there meet the issue and contest our rights. 

Let us then look well to the nominees and be sui*e in securing 
men who will do and dare. Let this be ddne from the lowest circle 
of power to that highest and most incorruptible seat of power, the 
Legislature and Executive officers. We have long enough been 
denied a just and equitable portion of State patronage; let us assert 
our rights and claim official recognition. 



ARTICLE LVII. 

Beport on Materia Medica. A Case of P(M8oning with <' Vulcftnized BubUn*." By 
W. HsMBT HoTT, M. D., of SyracuM. ^ 

One year ago this month, I was called upon to prescribe for a 
patient, who having tried every means that the old school could de- 
vise without any benefit, had determined at the solicitation of a 
friend to apply, as a dernier resort, to homoeopathy; not, however, 
feeling the least confidence in the law, similia similihua curantur. 

He was of a nervous sanguine temperament, about 26 years of 
age, and presented the following symptoms: pale countenance; very 
moist suifuce; great tremulousness and flabby appearance of the 
muscular system ; much emaciation ; little endurance, any effort at 
labor tiresome; slight, hacking cough; great nervous excitability and 
wakefulness : found it utterly impossible to sleep, though to use his 
own language, ** he must sleep or die." 

His skin also presented — particularly upon the forehead, arms, 
and such portions of the body as were exposed — numerous red 
patches (purpura haemorrhagica) somewhat of the appearance of 
new copper coin. The resemblance to secondary syphilis was so 
strong that I charged him with having had the primary form and of 
being ** tainted " therewith; in fact, I could not at that time disabuse 
my mind of the idea. However, I was solenmly assuVed that there 
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was nothing of that disease about him, nor ever had been to his 
knowledge; withal he being a very intelligent man, a dentist by pro- 
fession, I could pursue the charge no further, though I still doubted, 
not his veracity, but his information with regard to his haying inpo- 
oently contracted the disease under peculiar circumstances. 

The following account of the manner of the attack, the treatment 
he had received, and his condition at the time I first saw him, is in 
his own words, over his signature: 

''I was taken very suddenly ill of, as I supposed, inflammatory 
rheumatism, on the 28th day of April, 1863. I suffered violent pain 
in the left ankle which rapidly extended to the knee, hip, side and 
shoulder. The pain was uncontrollable, except by the use of the 
most powerful narcotics. On the fourth day I experienced acute 
pain in both ears and cords of the neck on both sides. I took pills 
of colchicum, a quarter of a grain, and sulphate of morphia, one-third 
of a grain, every six hours. 

On the seventh day the throat began to ulcerate, when the disease 
was immediately named diphtheria. I grew rapidly worse till May 
9th, when counsel was called. It was then ascertained that a ' tor- 
pid liver' was the sole cause of the difficulty, whereupon twenty 
grains of calomel were administered. Waited two days for its ope- 
ration, then took a cathartic, and the latter not producing the de- 
sired effect within the given time the stomach was evacuated by an 
emetic. 

May 13th. — Throat in a dreadful oondition, being unable to swal- 
low or scarcely to speak intelligibly. 

May 15th. — Taken with violent spasms and rapid filling up of the 
air-passages, rendering respimtion very difficult. The pressure on 
the lungs was removed by a mild emetic. 

May 16th. — Obstructions of the lungs and disposition to spasms 
gone; throat assumes an indolent appearance. 

May 20th. — ^Throat still growing worse; it was touched thoroughly 
with caustic with the effect of forming an eschar, but no slough or 
casting off. 

May !23d. — ^Began to experience deep pains in the knee-joint8| 
especially upon exposure to the slightest dampness; had soreness of * 
the teeth and a troublesome fiow of saliva, accompanied with bad 
taste in the mouth, for several days previous. 

May 26th. — Went to Albany and placed myself under the care of 
Dr. Swinburne. His treatment was harsh but effectual, being a direct 
application of sulphate of copper to the ulcers, with mild tonics. 
After two weeks he succeeded in establishing healthful action in my 
throat and it began to improve, as did also my general health. 
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Immediately lifter this supposed improvement, ulcers similar to 
those in the throat, first malignant and then indolent, began to come 
upon all parts of the body. Notwithstanding the painful nature of 
* these sores, of which I had at one time, twenty-eight upon me, I felt 
better and for a while made no effort to heal them, being told that it 
would be dangerous to do so. At last however, I began to try to 
heal them without effect, until the following October, when I called 
upon you; your treatment alone healed the sores without any injuri- 
ous consequences. 

His case at the time he first saw tAe was so deplorable that the 
thought of curing him seemed Utopian, and I only prescribed aconite 
and belladonna to relieve the intense nervous excitement and sleep- 
lessness, with little hope of such relief as followed their use. Think- 
ing that mercnrialization might possibly be the cause of many or all 
of his symptoms, I endeavored to trace them to such a source. 

Said he, "these mbber plates are colored with cinnabar, and in 
the preparation of the mass for fusion, I am obliged to heat it to two 
hundred degrees Fah., and inhaling the fames may have caused it." 
Herein I found a solution of the question of the cause of his malady. 

His case was pronounced incurable under the treatment pursued. 
The success attending my prescription •you have heard from him. 
Within four months he gained thirty pounds. 

Aurum foliqm*^ banished the "diphtheria" and p^ormed the cure. 
'«So prompt was the action of the remedy that he said "he could feel 
every pill." Once I prescribed rhus vernix for the rheumatism. 
Sometime in June last, he contracted a severe cold, which caused a 
return of the pulmonary symptoms, at a time When he was overtaxed 
with his professional labors. I prescribed for him at the time and 
have since heard nothing of him, his residence being in Oneida 
county. 

Ii| confirmation of my diagnosis, I have since read a similar case 
-reported in a British journal and copied into a Philadelphia journal, 
of which the following is a copy: 

" Red Vulcanite " in Dentistry. [From a paper read before the 
Pathological Society, by Dr. Wells, England.] 

Rev. Mr. C, living, as he considered, iu peifect health, went about 
six weeks since, to a dentist in London, who fitted him with upper 
and lower teeth. Immediately on wearing the/n, he found a metallic 
taste in his mouth which was veiy disagreeable. By degrees his 
health began to fail; he became weak and nervous, lost his appetite 
and began to emaciate; had flatulency, fetid breath, and looseness of 
the bowels. 

After wearing the teeth six weeks, he became convinced that they 
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were the cause of his ailments; that he was, in fact, being slowly 
poisoned. This led him to send for me. I found him suffering from 
neiTOUs prostration. On examining the teeth, which are exhibited, 
the base is found to be what is termed *' red vulcanite" — a composi- 
tion of Vermillion, sulphur, and Indiarrubber vulcanized. This com- 
position, therefore, contains the red sulphuret of mercury, probably 
to some amount, as the color is entirely due to that salt. Now, as 
the red vulcanite (called, also, coralite, gutta percha, &c.), is largely 
used in dentistry, it is possible that it may not so rapidly affect many 
persons as it did my patient,*for Mr. C. is peculiarly sensitive to the 
action of mercury, and thus to the poisonous effects of the Vermillion 
contained in the basis. It is not improbable that there may have 
existed some disease of the kidneys in a latent forrn^ which has been 
called into action by the absorption of the mineral. Such an expla- 
nation of his symptonos, however, would not render the use of such 
a basis, — ^in his case, at least, as well as many others — a whit the less 
objectionabTe. In the short time that has elapsed since leaving off 
the teeth he has become gradually better and stronger. 
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ONTARIO COUNTY HOMCBOPATHIC MEDICAL 

SOCIETY. 

List of Officers, Delegates, and Members. 

Officer/s elected October 18, 1865. 

Dr, O. E. Noble Penn Yan President. 

E. B. Holmes Canaiidaigua Vice President, 

O.S.Wood do Sec'y and Treas. 

Censors, 

Dr. J. B. Voak Canandaigua Ontario county. 

G.Z.Noble Dundee Yates county. 

H. W.Smith Rushville do 

Delegates to the State Hoinceopathic Medical Societt/. 

Dr. O. E. Noble, Dr. D. S. Wood. 

• 

Honorary Members. 

Dr. J. T. Patchen ; . . Fond-du-lac Wisconsin. 

M.KIingsley Kingsville Ashtabula co., Ohio. 

Members. 

Dr. S. W. West Allen's Hill - . Ontario county. 

O.S.Wood Canandaigua do 

E.B.Holmes do do 

J. B. Voak do do 

J. H. Stebbins Geneva do 

M* W. Combs Taylorsville do 

G.Z.Noble Dundee Yates county. 

E.W.Rogers do do 

O. E. Noble Penn Yan do 

H. W. Smith Rushville do 

The annual meeting is held on the third Wednesday in October, 
and the semi-annual on the first Wednesday in June. 
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ARTICLE LVIII. 
I 

Report of the HomoBopathic Medical Sodetj of the counties of Ontario and Tates, 
comprising : 

A. Proceedings of the First Meeting, hdd October 6, 1861. 

B. Proceedings of the First Senii-i^nnal Meeting, held June 4, 1862. 
G. Proceedings of the Second Annual Meeting, held October 15, 1862. 

D. Proceedings of the Second Semi* Annual Meeting, held June 3, 1863. 

E. Proceedings of the Third Annual Meeting, held October 21, 1863. 

F. Proceedingi of the Fourth Annual Meeting, held October 19, 1864. 

0. Proceedings of the Fourth Semi-Annoal Meethig, held June 28, 1865. 
H. Proceedings of the Fifth Annual Meetine, held October 18, 1865. 

1. Proceedings of the Fifth Semi- Annual Afeeting, held June 6, 1866. - 

Bj the Secretary, 0, S. Wood, M. D., of Canandaigoa. 

A. 

Proceedings of the First Meetino. 

In pursuance of a call to the homoeopathic physicians residing in 
the counties of Ontario and Yates, a meeting was held at the office 
of Dr. O. S. Wood, in Canandaigua, October 16, 1861, for the pur- 
pose of organizing a homoeopathic medical society. 

Dr. O. E. Noble was chosen chairman, and Dr. O. S. Wood 
secretary. 

A form of a constitution and by-laws was ref>oi1;ed, duly con- 
sidered, and unanimously adopted. 

The officers elected were: 

Dr. O.E.Noble President. 

H. F. Bennett Vice President. 

O.S.Wood Sec'y and Treasurer. 

Cenaars. 
Dr. G. Z. Noble, Dr. M. W. Combs, Dr. H. W. Smith. 

Delegates to State Homoeopathic Medical Society. 
Dr. G. Z. Noble, Dr. H. F. Bennett 

The following resolution was adopted: 

Resolvedy That members of this Society be invited to attend the 
meetings of Homoeopathic Medical Societies in adjacent counties; 
and that, on complying with this request, they be hereby constituted 
delegates from this Association. 

On motion, the secretary was authorized to publish, in pamphlet 
form, fifty copies of the proceedings of this meeting, with the con- 
stitution and by-laws of the Society, and furnish each homoeopathic 
physician residing in the counties of Ontario and Yates with a copy. 

The meeting then adjouiiied. 
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B. 

Pbogeedinos of the First Semi- Annual MEETma. 

The society met at the office of Dr. O. E. Noble, Penn Yan, June 4, 
!l862, the president, Dr. Noble, in the chair. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 

Dr. J. T. Patchen, of Fond-du-lac, Wisconsin, was elected an hono- 
rary member. 

Dr. G. Z. Noble was appointed a committee to draft a form of a 
seal for the use of the society, and also to prepare forms of a diploma 
and certificate of membership. 

A spirited discussion on topics relating to the science of homoeo- 
pathic medicine followed. 

The secretary was instructed to request each member of the society 
to present a written communication on the nature and treatment of 
diphtheria, for presentation at the next regular meeting. 

On motion, the society adopted the following resolution: 

Resolved^ That the members of this society view with pleasure the 
removal of Dr. J. C. Peters from the editorial corps of the North 
American Journal, and that, while the law sinulia similibtis curantur 
18 recognized as the only therapeutic principle in medicine upon 
which it is conducted, we will cordially recommend it to the atten- 
tion and support of the homoeopathic profession generally. 

The meeting then adjourned. 



Pbooeedings of the Second Annual MEETma. 

The society met at the office of Dr. O. S. Wood, in Canandaigua, 
October 15, 1862, the president. Dr. Noble, in the chair. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 

The president nominated Dr. 6. W. West, of Allen's Hill, a candi- 
date for membership. Dr. West was unanimously elected. 

Dr. G. Z. Noble, presented a form of seal and also forms of a 
diploma and certificate of membership, which were accepted by the 
society. 

Dr. Wood preslnted a report on diphtheria, which was followed by 
a free discussion on the nature and treatment of that disease. 

Drs. Combs, G. Z. Noble, Bennett and West, were appointed a 
committee to prepare written communications on diphtheria, for pre- 
sentation at the next meeting. . 

A communication from Dr. H. M. Paine was road. 

The president then delivered the usual annual address, and by 
vote of the society, was requested to furnish a copy for publication 
in the newspaper in the counties of Ontario and Yates. 
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The treasurer reported the society in arrears, four dollars and 
fifty-seven cents. 

The society voted an annual tax of one dollar on each member. 
Drs. 6. Z. Noble and O. S. Wood were appointed a committee to* 
procure a seal, diploma, and certificate of membership for the use of 
the society. 

Each member was requested to procure a diploma from the society. 
The annual election of officers resulted as follows: 

Dr. O. E. Noble President 

H. F. Bennett Vice-President. 

O. S. Wood Secretaiy and Treasurer. 

Censors. 
Drs. M. W. Combs, H. W. Smith, S. W. West. 

Delegates to the State HomoeopcLthic Medical Society. 
Drs. G. Z. Noble, H. F. Bennett. 

The meeting then adjourned. 

D. 

Proceedings or the Second Semi- Annual Meeting. 

The society met at the office of Dn O. E. Noble, Penn Yan, June 
3, 1863. 

In the absence of the secretary, X)r. West was appointed secretary 
pro tern. 

Communications on diphtheria being called for, appropriate remarks 
on that subject, were made by the president. 

Dr. West urged members of the society to a full compliance with 
all the rules and regulations, especially those regarding medical 
communications. 

Dr. Kingsley, of Ohio, followed, with very judicious remarks con- 
cerning diphtheria in that State, and the mode of treatment there 
found mo^t successful. 

On motion. Dr. Kingsley was elected corresponding and honorary 
member of this society. 

The president then read a valuable essay on the history of medi- 
cine from the remotest antiquity up to the present time, dwelling 
particularly on the discovery of homoeopathy and the murderous 
practice called allopathy, and treating with just sarcasm mongrel 
systems and mongrel physicians. 

The meeting was then adjourned. 

E. 
Peoceedings of the Third Annual Meeting. 
The society met at the office of Dr. Wood, Canandaigua, October 
21, 1863, the president. Dr. Noble, in the chair. 
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The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 

The committee appointed to procm^e copies of diplomas, certifi- 
cates and a seal, reported that those articles had been procured, but 
were not ready for th^ use of the society. The committee were 
reappointed. 

Interesting reports on diphtheria were then read by Drs. West and 
G. Z. Noble. 

Dr. O, E. Noble gave verbal reports of the remarks on diphtheria 
made at the semi*annual meeting of the State society, at which gum 
guaiac was introduced as a valuable remedy in this malignant disease. 

The report of the secretary was read and adopted. 

The treasurer reported, having received for membership fees, $28; 
expended for sundries, $9.60. Leaving a balance in the treasury of 
$18.40. The report was accepted. 

The society then voted to procure fifteen diplomas on parchment 
and fifteen ceitificates on parchment paper. 

The following gentlemen were elected officers for the ensuing year: 

Dr. O. E, Noble." President. 

S. W. West Vice-President. 

O. S. Wood Secretary and Treasurer. 

Censors. 
Drs. G. Z. Noble, M. W. Combs, H. W. Smith. . 

Delegate from Yates county to the State Homoeopathic Medical 
Society.— Dr. O. E. Noble. 

On motion, it was voted to pay an annual tax of fifty cents from 
each member to the State Society. 

Dr. West was unanimously invited to deliver a public address at 
the next semi-annual meeting, or procure a substitute. 

Dr. G. Z. Noble gave notice that, at the next annual meeting, he 
should move to amend the by-laws by striking out the seventh section. 

The secretary was requested to notify each member of the society 
that a motion to defray the expenses of delegates to the State Society, 
will probably be made at the next meeting. 

Drs. Combs and Smith were appointed a committee to report on 
the employment of cathartics in homoeopathic practice. 

The meeting was then adjourned. 

F. 

Proceedings of the FotrRTH Annual Meeting. 

The Society, having failed to meet at the office of Dr. G. Z. Noble, 
Dundee, for its third semi-annual meeting according to adjournment, 
met at the office of Dr. Wood, Canandaigua, October 19, 1864. 

The minutes of the last meeting were reiad and approved. » 
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Dr. J. H. Stebbina, of Geneva, was nominated for membersliip by 
the president, and unanimously elected by ballot. 

Dr. 6. Z. Noble, in pursuance of a notice given at the last meet- 
ing, moved to strike out the seventh section from the by-laws. 

The motion was seconded by Dr. West. 

After some discussion of the question, Dr. Noble withdrew his 
motion, having, as he hoped, stimulated the Society to take action in 
reference to the improvement of the materia medica. 

The committee on diplomas and certificates presented a report, 
which was accepted and the committee discharged. 

The committees appointed to report on the employment of cathar- 
tics in homodopathic practice, and on clinical medicine, failed to re- 
port, and were continued. 

The president then delivered the annual address. 

Dr. West moved that the thanks of the Society be tendered to the 
president for his very able and instructive address. Adopted. 

The report of the secretary was read and adopted. 

The treasurer reported that he -had received since October 15, 
1862, $36.00; and expended, $29.52; leaving a balance in hand of $6.48. 

The report was accepted. 

On motion, a committee on materia medica was appointed to re- 
port a proving of phytolacca deoandra, the drug now under con- 
sideration by the State Society. Drs. Wood and West were desig- 
nated by the president. 

The following gentlemen were elected officers for the ensuing year: 

Dr. O. E. Noble President. 

S. W. West Vice President. 

O. 8. Wood Sec'y and Treas. 

Censors. 
Dr. H. P. Bennett, Dr. G. Z. Noble, Dr. H. W. Smith. 

Delegate to the State Homoeopathic Medical Soci^y. 
Dr. O. S. Wood. 

On motion, it was voted to dispense with the usual address at the 
next meeting. The meeting was then adjourned. 

G. 

Proceedings of the Fourth Semi- Annual Meeting. 

The Society met at the office of Dr. J. H. Stebbins, in Geneva, 
June 28, 1865; the president, Dr. Noble, in the chair. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 

The committee on the employment of cathartics in homoeopathic 
practice, not being prepared to report, were continued. 
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% 
The eommittee on proving of phytolacca decandra had no report 

ready for this meeting. They were continued, and Drs. Combs and 

Stebbins added to the number. * 

Dr. Wood read a report of a case entitled ** Peritoneal Tubercu- 
losis." Copies of the report were requested for publication in the 
American Hnmceopathic Medical Review, and also in the Transac- 
tions of the State Society. 

The resignation of Dr. S. W, West was read and accepted. 

Dr. £. W. Rogers, of Dundee, was nominated for membership and 
unanimously elected. 

The meeting was then adjousned. 

H. 

Proceedings of the Fifth Annual Meeting. 

The Society met at the office of Dr. Wood, in Canandaigua, * 
October 18, 1865. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 

Dr. E. R Holmes, of Canandaigua, having been nominated for 
' membership by the president, was elected by ballot. 

The committees appointed at former meetings were not prepared 
to report 

The president delivered an address entitled, "The Responsibilities 
of Physicians," ^ 

The report of the secretary was read and approved. 

The treasurer reported a balance on hand at the commencement of 
the year, $6.48; received as taxes from members, $27; total amount, 
$33.48. Expended during the year, $8.51; leaving a balance on 
hand of $24.97. 

Dr. Combs reported a case of indurated mammary gland treated 
with Phytolacca decandra, in daily doses of one drop of the mother 
tincture, with marked beneficial effett. 

Dr. Holmes narrated a case of muscular rheumatism improved by 
the use of the same remedy. 

Dr. Wood reported a case of scirrhous induration of the mammae, 
benefited for a time by the use of phytolacca, both externally and 
internally. 

Dr. O. E, Noble referred to a case in which the right breast was 
very much swollen and inflamed after confinement Phytolacca ad- 
, ministered externally and internally gave speedy relief for two days, 
when the pain returned and bryouia was tried with no eflTect. Phy- 
tolacca now completed the cure, not, however, without suppuration 
o( the breast. 

Drs. Wood, Combs and Smith were appointed a committee pf 
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three to investigate and report with reference to the case of Dr. BL 
F. Bennett. The charges brought against Dr. B./ are an abandon- 
ment of the practice cf homoeopathy and drunkenness. 

On motion, the present officers of the Society were re-elected with 
the exception of Dr. E. B. Holmes, who was elected vice president in 
place of Dr. West, resigned. 

Censcyrs. 
Dr. H. F. Bennett, Dr. G. Z. Noble, Dr. H. W. Smith. 

Delegates to the State Homceojpathic Medical Society, - 
Dr. O. S. Wood, Dr. O. E. Noble. 

Delegate to the American Institute of Hamceojpathj/. 
Dr. E. B. Holmes. 

Dr. O. E. Noble was requested to prepare an essay upon the 
homoeopathic treatment of Asiatic cholera. 

Dr. Holmes was requested to give an account of the allopathic 
treatment of the cholera. 

The minutes of the meeting were read and approved,, after which 
the Society adjourned. 

I. 

Pbooeedinos of the Fifth Semi-Annual Meeting. 

The Society met as per adjournment at the office of Dr. O. £. 
Noble, Penn Yan, June 6, 1866. 

In the absence of the secretary, Dr. G. Z. Noble was elected sec- 
retary, pro tern. 

Dr. E. B. Holmes presented the name of Dr. J. B. Voak as a can- 
didate for membership, and, on motion, he was unanimously elected. 

A communication from Dr. H. F. Bennett, resigning his member- 
ship in this Society was read, and the following resolution offered 
by Dr. E. W. Rogers adopted. 

Whereas, Dr. H. F. Bennett having abandoned the homoeopathic 
law of cure in i)\e treatment of disease, and before his resignation 
could be accepted by this Society, united with the Ontario county- 
allopathic medical society, therefore; 

liesolvedj. That he be and hereby is expelled from this Society. • 

A communication from the treasurer of the State Society was 
received, and on motion of Dr. Holmes, the treasurer was instructed 
to pay from the funds in his hands, the "jpro rata assessment," 
required of this Society by the State Society. 

The following schedule of prices for medical services, offered by 
Dr. Holmes, was adopted. 
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OflBce consultation, including medicine (in the villages of 

Canandaigua, Geneva and Penn Yan - $lto $10 

Auscultation and percussion of the chest 2 

Visit in the village, each Ito 3 

When more than one person in the same family requires 
treatment, an additional fee of half price may "be 
added. 

Detention per hour, after the first h Af hour Ito 10 

Country visits, first mile from ofSce (Canandaigua, Geneva 

and Penn Yan) Ito 2 

Each additional mile or fraction of a mile 50 cents. 

For -other localities, each mile 50 cents. 

Visit in consultation - 3 

Obstetrical cases in the day time ^ 5 to 10 

do do night -. 8 to 15 

do do If tedious or difBcult, detention to be 

charged same as other detention. 

Surgical practice to be charged at the discretion of the 
surgeon, and according to the amount of labor per- 
formed and responsibility incurred in the case. 

Introducing catheter (female) additional 1 

do do (male) do 2 to' 6 

Application of the forceps in delivery 10 

Vaccination 1 

Re-vaccin^ion 50 cents. 

Visits or other services required between 10 o'clock p. m. 

and 6 o'clock A. M Double rates. 

Venereal practice Double rates. 

It is recommended that in venereal cases a retaining fee 
of Ten Dollars be required in every case. 

Visits in epidemic disease where personal danger to the 

physician is appreliended or incurred Double rates. 

An additional charge may in all cases be made for travel- 
ing in inclement weather, or over bad roads. 

Advice to persons who keep their own medicine to be 
charged same as for office consultation. 

On motion, the treasurer was requested to publish one hundred 
copies of the above fee bill for the use of the Society. 

On motion, Drs. G. Z. Noble, E. B. Holmes and E. W. Rogers 
were appointed a committee to prepare a code of medical ethics for 
presentation at the next meeting. 

On motion. Dr. H. F. Bennett's name was stricken from the board 
of censors, and that of Dr. J. B. Voak substituted. 

Dr. Holmes described, orally, the allopathic treatment of cholera. 

The meeting was then adjourned. 
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OSWEGO COUNTY HOMCEOPATHIC MEDICAL 

SOCIETY. 

litt of OiBoen, Megatest Gommittoes aftd Hembcny I860. 

Officers. 

Dr. Augustus Pool President 

Duvid L Chaffee Vice-President. 

T. D wight Stow Secretary and Treasurer. 

Censore. 
Drs. E. A. Potter ..-. A. Pool G. D. McManus. 

DdeffcUes to the State Homoeopathic Medical Society. 
Drs. E. A Potter Wm. L. Woodbury.. T. Dwight Stow. 

Committees. 
Dr. W. W. Rundell, Theory and Practice. 

T, Dwight Stow, General and Special Pathology. 

D. I. Chaffee, Materia Medica and Therapeutics. 
F. W. Potter, Surgical Cases, 

Augustus Pool, Obstetrics. 

E. A. Potter, Potencies in Medicine. 

George D. McManus, Diseases of Women and Children. 
William L. Woodburj^ and Garret Smith, Prevailing Epidemics. 

Honorary Members. 

Dr. Wil Ham A. Hawley Syracuse New York. 

A. R. Morgan Tennessee. 

Members. 

Dr. Ethan A. Potter Oswego city Oswego county. 

Frank W. Potter do do 

Augustus Pool do do 

George D. McManus do do 

William W. Rundell. . . Mexico do 

David I. Chaffee Palermo do 

Wm. L. Woodbury Fulton do 

T. Dwight Stow do do 

Garret Smith Phoenix do 

The annual meeting is held on the second Tuesday of June, in 
Oswego; the semi-annual on the first Tuesday of October. 
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ARTICLE LIX. 

Beport of the Oswe^ County Homoeopathic Medical Society, comprising: 

A. Proceedings of the Fifth Semi- Annual Meeting, held Octoher 3, 1865. 

B. Proceedings of a Meeting, held May 8, 1866. 

By the Secretary, T. Dwight Stow, M. D., of Fulton. 

A. 

Proceedings of the Fifth Semi-Annual Meeting. 

The Society met pursuant to adjournment at the offic<? of Dr. 
Stow, in Fulton, October 3, 1865. 

The meeting was called to order by the president, Dr. Augustus 
Pool. 

Dr. Stow read a paper on the introduction and progress of 
homoeopathy in Oswego county, designed for publication in one or 
more of the local newspapers. 

Dr. Potter reported a case of dysentery in which the umbilical 
pain was described as ** boring deep." Four drops of the tincture 
of calendula officinalis, were added to a common goblet half full of 
water. The first dose of two teaspoonfuls relieved the pain. 

Dr. Potter also reported a case of neuralgia cured with colo- 
cynth^ after repeated unsuccessful trials of other potencies of the 
same remedy. 

Dr. Woodbury reported a case of dysentery with violent symp- 
toms, in which the patient had taken water only for nineteen days, 
and still gave promise of recovery. 

Dr. Stow asked the advice of his colleagues in reference to a case 
of gastrulgia, which presented the uncommon peculiarity of relief 
from the symptoms while eating. He had given lachesis^. 

The meeting then adjourned. 

B. 

Proceedings op a Meeting held May 8, 1866. 

A special meeting was held in response to a call of the president, 
at Dr. Poors office, in the city of Oswego, May 8, 1866. 

The meeting was called to order by the vice president, Dr. D. L 
Chaffee. 

There were - present Drs. Potter, Pool, McManus, Rundell, Wood- 
bury, Stow and Chaffee, 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 

The president stated that the meeting had been called for the pur- 
pose of taking measures in anticipation of an expected epidemic of 
Asiatic cholera. 

An extended discussion took place with regard to the causes, pa- 
thology and treatment of the disease. 
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Drs. Stow, Chaffee and Rundell were appointed a committee to 
prepare an article for publication in all the county papers, setting 
forth the hygienic measures to be observed in view of the possible 
advent of the disease. 

Drs. Potter, Woodbury and McManus were appointed a commit- 
tee to report a brief form of instructions for the general management 
of the disease, to be printed on cards for distribution by the mem- 
bers of the Society among their patrons. 

The report of the treasurer was read and accepted, and an assess- 
ment of two dollars and fifty-two cents made upon each member in 
order to defray expenses up to May 8, 1866, and to aid the State 
Society. 

The motion made by Dr. Chaffee in writing, to amend the consti- 
tution of this Society so that the semi-annual meetings shall be held 
at Fulton on the first Tuesday of October of each year, was then 
considered and adopted by a unanimous vote. 

Dr. Eundell gave notice of his intention, at the next annual meet- 
ing, to amend the constitution of this Society, so that the president 
shall have power to call the regular annual, or semi-annual meetings 
on any other day than those prescribed, provided application to that 
effect shall have been made to him by at least three members. 

The secretary read an article written by Dr. Chaffee, entitled 
** Gun Shot Wounds of the Head," which was listened to with deep 
interest by the Society. A copy was requested for publication in 
tte Transactions of the State Society. 

Dr. Stow read a report of a case of cephalalgia and diarrhoea cured 
almost immediately with aloes^^, of ovaritis cured by aconite** and 
angina faucium cured by lachesis*^. 

Dr. McManus, committee on diseases peculiar to women, presented 
and read a paper which was requested for publication in the Trans- 
actions of the State Society. 

The committees ou cholera, appointed in the early part of the 
session, presented their reports, which were Adopted in detail. 

Dr. E. A. Potter, chairman of the committee appointed to prepare 
a brief form of instructions for the general treatment of cholera, was 
empowered to enlarge, revise and print, at the expense of the So- 
ciety, four thousand copies of the form which had beett prepared. 

On motion of Dr. Woodbury, the president was appointed a mem- 
ber of the committee of which Dr. Potter was cWirman. 

The Society then adjourned to meet in Fulton on the first Tuesday 
in October, 1866, 
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ARTICLE LX^ 

Beport on Clinical Medicine. Nitric Acid in th^ Treatment of Headache. By W. L. 
Woodbury, M. D., of Fulton. 

Mrs. R, wife of a clergyman, has been subject for eight years to 
very severe attacks of headache, occurring at intervals of nine or ten 
weeks. Premonitory symptoms are felt four or six hours. I did 
not see the patient, but the pain is described as almost entirely con- 
fined to the occipital protuberance. During the premonitory stage, 
there is great nervous exaltation, diminished power of thought, im- 
patience, startings and constant motion of the hands and arms. The 
pain increases in intensity until the patient becomes partially uncon- 
scious, and does not even readily recognize her husband. The scalp 
upon the back part of the head is very sensitive to the touch and 
considerably swollen over the occipital protuberance. After a few 
hours she goes into a lethargic state in which she remains for some 
time, gradually returning to consciousness, and in a few days regains 
her usual health, with the exception of a sense of very great pros- 
tration. 

Allopathic advice and liberal doses of opium had failed to amelio- 
rate or cut short the duration of previous paroxysms. Menstruation 
was normal; she had been married three years and delivered of two 
still-born children. She had been taken with one of her old head- 
aches while on a visit to this village, and had felt its approach for 
ten or twelve hours, when application was made to me. The husband 
said nothing had ever arrested it at this stage, and unless it could 
soon bo controlled, she would be nearly frantic and confined to her 
bed. . 

The remedy for this peculiar pain did not at once suggest itself to 
my mind. Dr. Neidhard, of Philadelphia, says nitric acid is one of 
the drugs frequently used by him in headaches. The indications for 
nitric acid were not numerous. lu Jahr's Symptomen Codex we find 
the following : ** Stitches in the occipital protuberance; violent 
stitches in left occiput; violent headache in occiput;" also ** excessive 
nervousness, impatience, great weakness of memory; pains, even 
slight ones, affect him violently; he is almost beside himself." 

I added a few drops of the first dilution to four ounces of water, 
and directed one teaspoonful to be given every hour. The first dose 
afforded relief, and after £hc third teaspoonful the pain was all gone, 
except a slight soreness of the scalp. Her friends had felt but little 
confidence that relief could be obtained, but said '< the medicine acted 
like a charm." 
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ARTICLE LXI. 

Report on Clinical Medicine. Case of Necrosis and Cancer. Bj Dayid I. Cha^ fbb, 

M. D., of Palermo. 

Mrs. L. H. was born in 1801, and died in 1864, aged sixty-three. 
She married in 1847, at the age of foity-six, and six years later, 
being then fifty-two years old, first noticed a small hard lump in the 
left breast. Siie unsuccessfully applied various ointments and plas- 
ters designed to cure cancer. Five years from the first appearance 
of the disease, she was taken with a severe pain in the right side, ia 
the region of the liver. An allopathic physician gave blue pills, 
which relieved the pain entirely; or, as she thought, drove it to the 
left hip, as that soon after began to be troublesome. A sudden 
stitch or cramp in the hip was frequently experienced while she was 
engaged about the house, attending to her ordinary work. It was at 
times so severe she would be obliged to sit down. It soon became 
so intense she could not step on that foot, and was obliged to walk 
with crutches. 

The cancer in the breast continued to enlarge. Little vesfcled 
began to form about the same time with the commencement of the 
trouble in the hip. When these broke, the cancer would bleed 
freely, several times very copiously; it was found, however, that 
per sulphite of iron always arrested the hemorrhage instantly. The 
breast looked as if bands were drawn from the central point of the 
cancer, radiating in all directions and extending on the side under 
the arm. 

At death the gland was entirely gone, and all there was to show 
of the cancer was a hard scab one inch in diameter. She was ema- 
ciated to a mere skeleton, having been confined to her bed for the 
last year. The pain in the left hip increased, producing contraction 
of the limb, till the knee was drawn up towards the abdomen. At 
one time it was so close that it was difficult to get a cloth between 
them. The knee was then drawn down by the side, on a parallel 
with the spine, the leg resting in the groin, and the dorsum of the 
foot resting against the ischium of the right side. This rendering 
micturation and defecation exti'emely difficult. Several weeks before 
her death, she said the femur was broken near the hip, for she heard 
it crack. It was almost impossible to move her on account of the 
pain in the hip. This pain, or cramp, as she called it, was so severe 
at times, as to produce spasms, continuing from six to twenty- 
four hours. During these spasms she was able to call by name every 
one that came to see her, but remembered nothing of what had hap- 
pened. 

She had considerable pain in the right hip. The right leg waa 
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drawn up to an acute angle with the body, the heel resting against * 
the left foot. Several physicians called the trouble in the hip rheu- 
matism. Three weeks previous to her death, she had severe pain in 
the right side, over the ureter. In a day or two after, she passed a 
table spoonful of gravel, of a yellow or gray color, mi varying in 
size from that of a pin^s point to on^-sixteenth of an inch in diame- 
ter. . For two or three years she had complained of severe pain and 
soreness in the hypogastric region. She had no children. 

Post mortem appearances. — A4 incision was made along the left 
femur on the outside, extending over the hip joint, or where the 
joint is usually found. The adipose tissue was nearly two inches 
thick, of a bright yellow color, and looking much like honeycomb. 
Two or three inches of the shaft of the femur, below the trochanters, 
on the outside, were eaten away, leaving a mere spicula of bone on 
the inside. The head of the bone, trochanters and adjoining parts, 
were converted into a mass of cancer nearly five inches in diameter. 
All tho lower part of the femur was very brittle. The adipose tis- 
sue was not as thick over the right hip. 

The right femur was natui*al as to form, but the head and trochan- 
ters were so brittle and soft as to allow the scalpel to pass through 
them easily. It was broken just below the trochanters. The frac- 
ture looked similar to that made by separating the epiphyses from 
the shaft of the bone of a young subject. Small cancerous spots 
were found in the spleen and kidneys. No gravel was seen in the 
substance of the kidneys or in their pelvices. A jelly like substance 
filled the uterus. A similar substance had been passed at stool. It 
doubtless came from the uterus. The vagina was natural and so 
were the neck and body of the uterus. The fundus was thickened 
and cancerous. Three or four cancerous tumors, of- the size of wal- 
nuts, were attached to it by serous membrane. The bladder was 
very small, the liver pale, but could discover no signs of cancerous 
cells in it. The heart and lungs were not examined. 
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OTSEGO COUNTY HOMOEOPATHIC MED. SOCIETY. 

List of Officers, Delegates, Committees and Members. 

Officers elected June 27, 1866. 

Dr. R. E. Miller Oxford President. 

Norman Getman. Richfield Springs Vice President. 

M. Matteson Morris Secretary and Treas. 

Cenaors. 
Dr. C. W. Fox, Dr. E. B. Warren, Dr. T. S. Blodgett. 

Delegates to the State Homoeopathic Medical Society. 
Dr. N. Getman, Dr. T. S. Blodgett 

Committees. 

Drs. J. T. Wallace and M. Matteson, Epidemics. 
C. W. Fox and E. B. Warren, Surgery. 
M. Matteson and C. W. Fox, Obstetrics. 
T. S. Blodgett and N. Getman, Diseases peculiar to Women. 
E. B. Warren and J. T. Wallace, Diseases of Children. 
J. Hubert Foote and R. E. Miller, Materia Medica. 

Honorary Members. 

Dr. Theodore C. White Rochester Monroe county. 

Casper Bruchhausen Norwich Chenango county. 

Memiers. 

Dr. J. Ralsey White Butternuts Otsego county. 

Charles W. Fox Morris do 

Merritt Matteson Morris do 

Erastus B. Warren Middlefield do 

T. S. Blodgett Cooperstown do 

Norman Getman Richtield Springs. . do 

J. T. Wallace New Berlin Chenango county. 

R. E.Miller Oxford do 

J. Hubert Foote Franklin Delaware county. 

The annual meeting is held on the second Wednesday of June; the 
semi-annual, second Wednesday in January. 
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ARTICLE LXII. 

Report of the Otsego County Homoeopathic Medical Society. Proceedings of the Sixth 
AnDual Meeting, held June 27, 1866. By the Secretary, M. MATTKSOZf , of Morris. 

Pboceedings op the Sixth Annual Meettng. 

The society met at the office of Drs. Fox and Matteson, in Morris, 
June 27, 1866, the president, Dr. Foote, in the chair. 

On calling the roll, the following gentlemen answered to their 
names: 

Drs. J. H. Foote, C. W. Fox, J. T. Wallace, R. E. Miller, M. Mat- 
teson. 

In the absence of the secretary, Dr. Matteson was chosen secretary 
jgro tern. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved, 

Drs. Fox and Miller were excused from paying the usual fine for 
non-attendance at the last meeting, having given satisfactory reasons 
for their absence. 

On motion, a fine of one dollar each was assessed upon Drs. White 
and Blodgett, for non-attendance at the last meeting. 

Drs. Miller, Fox, White and Blodget paid the tax of fifty cents 
assessed at the last meeting on all the members of the society. 

On motion, the society voted to levy a tax of one dollar and thirty 
cents upon each member, this being the amount required of them by 
the State Society, and the sum was accordingly paid into the hands 
of the treasurer, by the members present. 

Verbal reports were presented by members of the medical com- 
mittees; several interesting cases from practice were cited, which 
were desired for publication. 

A list of the officers elected is published on page 368. 

Dr. E. B. Warren was appointed to deliver the address at the semi- 
annual meeting. 

The next semi-annual meeting will be held in Morris, on the second 
Wednesday in January, 1867. 

The meeting then adjourned. 



ARTICLE LXIII. 

Report on Clinical Medidne. k Case of Pemphigos. By Dr. Caspsk Bbuchhaussk, 

of Norwich. 

One of the most striking, as well as shocking cases of disease that 
ever came under my observation and treatment was that of a lady to 
whom I was called July 20, 1862. She had been attended by Drs. 
P. and B., allopathic lights of my neighborhood, for several months, 

[Assem. No. 190.] 24 
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during which time she had not improved in health, but rather the 
contrary. The following is an account of her history and appearance: 

Mrs. H. about thirty years of age, after confinement with her 
second child, a stout, healthy boy, was afflicted with an eruption, 
first appearing as pimples, then assuming the shape of blisters from 
which a pellucid, acrid humor oozed, forming a brownish crust, soon 
breaking out again with more virulence until her whole body from 
her head to the sole of her foot was completely covered. Nor were 
these pustules inert, but caused a burning, itching sensation. She 
was in pain, day and night, could not bear her clothing and rolled 
on her bed from one side to another, increasing the hulled by break- 
ing the scabs. Rest and intermission of her torture was obtained 
only by opiates. Her mental state bordered on despair. 

The treatment adopted by the family physician an<i his counselors, 
.Fowler's solution of arsenic, sarsaparilla, iodide of potassa, and exter- 
nally, tar mixed with cod liver oil applied by a feather, bathing in 
strong alum water and similar expedients produced at best only 
temporary relief and left her in the condition described. When 
summoned to give an opinion respecting the disease and the pros* 
pect of cure, I had reason to pause and reflect, as another patient in 
town, the son of one of our prominent citizens is similarly afflicted, 
and has suffered for years in spite of all the attention that wealth can 
afford, presenting the most disgusting spectacle I ever saw. I have 
never visited him, however, in a professional character. After due 
consideration, I pronounced the lady's disease, pemphigus chronicus, 
most resembling a species of erysipelas, or even crusta lactea of 
infants. In appearance and course it was more like the latter. I 
assured the patient that the disease could be cured, and considering 
the inveterate character of the disease, I stipulated for three months. 

As one of the causes of this calamitj"^, I conceived the use of cod 
liver oil and beer whicl^ she had been directed to take freely by her 
medical attendant after confinement. I insisted on strict abstinence 
from fat meat and butter, and allowed salt only very sparingly. I 
allowed no external application except such as required for cleanli- 
ness, nor would I temporize with morphine. As I was, so to speak, 
the last resort, I obtained faithful obedience. 

To make a long story short, I fulfilled my promise almost to a 
day. The patient steadily improved with a few temporary disturb- 
ances, caused by the state of the stomach and bowels, near the 
period of menstruation. On the last of October, the lady was able 
to show herself in public, and surprised me with a visit to my house, 
and appeared again quite a comely woman. More than a year has 
passed, and she still enjoys good health. The principal medicines 
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which proved remedial in this difficult case were some of the so 
called polychrests: rhus toxicodendron, sulphur, hepar sulphuris, 
kali carbonicum, pulsatilla, aconite and belladonna. Two or three 
drops of the strong tincture in half a teacupful of water, a teaspoon- 
ful for a dose, givgn every two or three hours. Sometimes two of 
these medicines were given in alternation. 



ARTICLE LXIV. 

Report on Clinical Medicine. A Case of Diphtheritic Metritis. Bj Dr. J. H. Foots, 

of Franklin. 

I have, during the last few years, treated a large number of uterine 
diseases, embracing nearly all varieties of prolapsus, leucorrhcea, 
congestion, enlargement and ulceration of the uterus. I need not 
here describe them particularly, as they are fully delineated by able 
writers in our journals. The following case came under my care a • 
short time since, and was of such a peculiar nature that I take the' 
liberty to report it briefly to the Society. 

A married lady, about thirty years of age, of a nervo-sauguine 
temperament, the mother df one child, was attacked by a severe and 
malignant form of diphtheria. I say malignant, from the fact that 
three members of the family had died of the same disease* a short 
time before. She had extensive exudation and ulceration of the 
tonsils, palate and. uvula; fetid breath, and all the usual symptoms 
of true diphtheria. The disease was almost entirely remove din four 
or five days by the use of the usual homoeopathic remedies, an unu- 
sually short space of time for so severe a form of diphtheria. 

But the day after I thought her convalescent, she complained of 
nausea, attended with severe pain, burning and smarting in the 
region df the uterus, follawed by a fetid discharge of yelloiv, sanious 
matter from the vagin&. I deemed it necessary to make an exami- 
nation with the speculum, though it was with some difficulty that I 
succeeded on account of the soreness and swollen condition of the 
parts. As I had anticipated from a digital examination, I found the 
vagina and os uteri covered with diphtheritic ulceration; the uterus 
very much enlarged, and the lips of the os ulcerated and protruded, 
presenting a rough, ragged and bleeding appearance. 

I treated the case with mercurius (protoiodide), cantharides,. Pul- 
satilla, calcarea and arscnicum, and used vaginal injections every two 
hours of ferrum and hydrastin. The ulcerative exudation sloughed 
off in a week, leaving the diseased surface very raw and bleeding. 
The discharge continued for some time and finally assumed the char- 
acter of leucorrhoBa. The uterus remained somewhat enlarged still 
loQger, but at length regained its norma) condition, and the patient 
has since enjoyed good health, a period of four months. 
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• RENSSELAER COUNTY HOM(EOPATHIC MEDICAL 

SOCIETY. 

List of QflBoert, Delegate* Mid Members. 

Officers elected January^ 1866. 

Dr. M. W Campbell Troy President 

J. P. Bloss do Vice President 

W. S. Searle ... do SecNjr and TreaJ, 

Cenaora^ 

pr. Simeon A. Cook Troy Bensselaer co. 

C. S. Woodruff do do 

W.S. Searle do do 

Delegates to the State Homaopaikie Medical Society • 
Dr. Chas. H. Carpenter, Dr. M. W. Campbell, Dr. J. P. B1ob«. 

Committees. 
Dr. E. D. Bloss, Theory and Practice of Medicine. 
. C. S. Woodruff, Special Pathology and Therapeutics. 
J. F. Miller, Materia Medica. 
J. Younglove, Surgical Cases. 
J. P. Bloss, Obstetrics. 
H\ R Fuller, Diseases Peculiar to Women. 

C. H. Caipenter, Diseases of Children. 

Members. 

Dr. William S. Searle. -. 40 Second street, Troy. Rensselaer co. 

Simeon A. Cook • 1 Clinton place, Troy. . do 

M. W. Campbell .... 36 Fifth street, Troy. . . do 

Eichard D. Bloss.... 47 Fourth street, Troy. do 

J. P. Bloss 11 Second street, Troy. do 

Chas. H. Carpenter . . c. Fifth & G. Div'n, do . do 

John Younglove ..... 6 Broadway, Troy do 

J. F. Miller 69 Third street, Troy.. do 

H. R. Fuller Lansingburgh do 

D. W. Pitts Johnsonville do 

C. T. Woodruff c. Third st. & Fwy, Troy do 

The annual meeting for the election of officers is held on the third 
Tuesday in October ; the semi-annual on the third Tuesday in June. 
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ARTICLE LXV. 

Report 6f the Rensadier County HomoeoMthic Medioal Society, eompriaiig: 

A. ProoeedingB of the AdoiuU Meeting, held October 17> 1866. 
$ R Proceedings of the November Meeting. 

Bj the SecreUrj, W. S. Ssaale, M. D., of Troy. 

A- 

Pboceedings of the Annual Meetino. 

llie Society convened at the office of Dr. J. F. Miller, in the city 
of Troy, October 17, 1865. 

In the absence of the president and vice-president, Dr. C. H. Car- 
penter was elected president ^ro tem. v 

The following new members were then elected: Drs. R. D. Bloss, 
J. F. Miller and G S. Woodruffi 

A ballot was then takfsn for officers for the ensuing year, a list of 
which is published on page 372. 

On motion of Dr. R. D. Bloss, the president and vice-president 
were appointed a committee to revise the constitution and by-laws. 

On motion of Dr. Searle, it was resolved to hold monthly social 
meetings for the discussion of medical topics of current interest. 

Several members had noticed a tendency to a purpuric state of 
the blood in connection with several varieties of kindred diseases. 

A similar tendency was noted previous to the appearance of the 
last epidemic of cholera. 

The meeting was more fully attended than any former one, and 
renewed interest was manifested by all. 

B. 

PnOCBEDINGti OF THE NOVEMBER MeETIKG. 

This meeting was convened for the purpose of taking measures 
for establishing a homoeopathic dispensary in the city of , Troy, as 
well as for the transaction of business that bad been postponed at 
the annual meeting. 

Drs. Searle, Bloss and Woodruff reported the following circular, 
which wa« accepted, after which the meeting adjourned. 

Pbofosal for a Homceopathig Dispensary. 
At a recent meeting of the Homoeopathic Medical Society of 
Rensselaer county, it was unanimously decided to establish a dis- 
pensary in this city, where the poor can receive medical advice and 
medicine gratuitously, as in other cities. In view of the near 
approach of cholera, it was deemed necessary to establish it at once; 
and in so doing we call upon you to assist in defraying the expense 
of this much needed institution. The yearly cost will not probably 
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exceed one thousand dollars; and we think that aside from the relief 
of much suffering, such an institution will save more than its cost to 
the tax-payers of this city. We ask your aid the more boldly since 
it is no light labor, which, as physicians we assume, in conducting 
this charity. 

In support of our undertaking, we beg leave to present the fol- 
lowing facts: 

Fir8t. — ^No^such institution exists in this city, though we haye a 
proportionately larger laboring population than most cities. 

Second. — ^There is no provision either in time of epidemics or 
ordinarily, for the care of the poor who desire homoeopathic treat- 
ment. On the contrary, they are obliged to submit to allopathic 
treatment, either at their homes or in the hospitals, whence all 
Jiomoeopathic phygicans are excluded. 

Third, — ^Much sickness may be averted by gratuitous treatment, 
which will reach diseases at their outset. 

Fourth. — Cholera is much more successfully treated by homceo- 
pathic than by any other practice. We cite as sufficient evidence 
upon this point, the report of an allopathic government inspector of 
London to the British House of Commons. He places the mortality 
in allopathic hospitals at thirty-six per cent ; while he gives that in 
the homoeopathic at sixteen per cent. He certifies that all the cases 
reported were genuine Asiatic cholera, and adds, that if he had the 
disease, he desired homoeopathic treatment. . 

Fifth, — We claim to be able to show a smaller record of mortality 
in all other diseases, than is furnished in the reports of our own 
home charities at present. 

The undersigned are a committee of the Eensselaer Coui^ 
Homoeopathic Medical Society, appointed to solicit and collect sub- 
scriptions to the above object. One of us will call upon you. The 
funds contributed and the general management of the institution 
will be in the hands of a board of trustees selected by the contribu- 
tors. The institution will also be incorporated. 

Homoeopathy Am> the Marshall Infiemary.* 

It will be remembered by our readers that, at the quarterly meet- 
ing of the governors of the Marshall Infirmary next preceding the 
July meeting, which was held on Monday last, a petition was pre- 
sented to the board, respectfully asking that those patients in the 
Marshall Infirmary who desired homoeopathic treatment should be 
allowed to have it. The following is the petition in full: 

• From the Troy Whig. 
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To the Governors oftht Marshall Infirmary: 

We the undersigned citizens and tax-payers of the city of Troy, beg 
leave to bring to your favorable notice the following request: 

Whereaa^t The Marshall Infirmary, instituted by its generous 
founder, Benjamin Marshall, and designed by him to be a charitable 
institution, is in part supported by us, and 

Whei^eas^ The treatment of patients in this institution is entirely 
under the control of allopathic physicians, the law being such that 
patients suffering under any contagious or epidemic diseases ai'e com- 
pelled to submit to removal to this institution without any choice of 
treatment, but on the contrary, are obliged to submit to that of allo- 
pathic physicians only, and 

Whereas^ Many of the most liberal contributors to the fund of this 
charity adopt the homce'opathic system of medicine; and also, many 
patients not subjects of charity, who are now excluded from the insti- 
tution, would gladly avail themselves of its privileges, provided they 
could have their choice of treatment, 

Now Therefore^ We, the said citizens and tax-payers, request that 
patients who may be received into this institution shall have homoeo- 
pathic treatment if they so desire, under the same rules and privi- 
leges as are or may be in force in the case of the present attending 
physician. We also request, in case any hospital building under 
your management or control, should be set apart for the reception of 
cholera or other epidemic or contagious diseases, that the same privi- 
leges as hereinbefore mentioned shall be extended to all who may be 
admitted into such building. 

This petition was extensively signed by some of our best and most 
substantial citizens. Among the signers we find the following names: 
George Vail, D. Southwick, F. W. Lockwood, David Cowee, H. B. 
Neims, J. A. Millard, Geo. M. Tibbitts, C. N. Lockwood, G. Parish 
Ogden, Clarence Willard, C. W. Tillinghast, Geo. C. Burdett, Joseph 
W. Puller, H. L. Shields, Willard Gay, G. Robertson, jr., T! A. Til- 
linghast; John A. Ferris, J. J. Gillespie, Benjamin Starbuck, R, H. 
Thurman, F. A. Sheldon, Martin I. Townsend, William. C. Hart, H 
Thompson Gale, George Gould, James Forsyth, William A. Beach, 
H. J. King, Isaac McConihe, John F. Winslovv, Thomas B» Carroll, 
P. P. Stewart, H. E. Wood, J. Sherry, E. W. Boughton, George H. 
Cramer, A. B. Morgan, M. L. Filley, C- L. Tracy, C. R. Ingalls, 
David L. Seymoiu*, William L. Van Alstyne. 

It will be seen that this petition was signed by some of our first 
citizens, who believe in the homceopathic system, as well as by oth- 
ers, not patrons of that form of medical practice, who desire to see 
fair play given to a young and rising medical sect; who wish to 
know by actual home experiment the comparative value of the rival 
systems of homoeopathy and allopathy; and who are not willing that 
in our free country, a man who may be providentially seized by 
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cholera, 8mall-pox, or typhus fever, should, m accordance with law, 
be removed to the Infirmary and compelled to adopt one kind of 
treatment when his inclination leads him to another. This is no 
merely hypothetical case, for we are informed that instances of this 
kind often occur, as well aa cases among the homeless clerks and 
collar girls of our city, who, when sick, would gladly take advantage 
of the quiet and good nursing of the Infirmary, but are deprived of 
that privilege because the rule of the institution will not permit a 
homoeopathic physician to enter the building in his professional 
capacity. It is not long since that a son of one of our prominent 
citizens contracted small-pox, and the situation of the family was 
such as to make his remaining at home dangerous to the family and 
the neighborhood. He was admitted to the Marshall Infirmary, but * 
informed that the family homoeopathic physician would not be 
allowed to visit him while there. This is only one of a number of 
instances of a similar character that have been brought to our notice, 
and it must be confessed that they furnish the strongest possible 
arguments in favor of a change of the present system. 

We regret to perceive that as yet the board has taken no action in 
regard to this petition. It was referred immediately to the medical 
committee, and there it slumbcra, and for aught we know will con- 
tinue to slumber until the committee is aroused into action by public 
sentiment. Meanwhile disease threatens us on every hand, and 
patients are taken from the hands of their chosen medical advisers, 
and many of them submitted to a treatment entirely antagonistic 
to their wishes. We cannot believe that this^is either right or 
juat. The homoeopathic physicians have their rights and cannot be 
ignored. While we are the friend of both schools, we deem it wrong 
and unfair to exclude either from practice in an institution so tho- 
roughly catholic and humane in all its bearings as is the Marshall 
Infirmary. 

The by-laws of the institution require that *' at the quarterly meet- 
ing in July, in each and every year the governor shall elect four 
medical ofiicers to be attending physicians for the year." According 
to the published proceedings of Monday's meeting, no such action 
was had. 

Now, it is well known that the late Dr. Blatchford was one of the 
attending physicians, and we are authorized to state that a thoroughly 
educated and highly successful homoeopathic phj'^sician was ready to 
give both his services and the needful medical preparations to the 
Infirmary in 'the place of the deceased incumbent. 

We present these considerations, not because we have more sym- 
pathy for one school than for another, but because we desire that 



Digitized by 



Googk 



raOGBS88 OF HOMOSOPATHT. S77 

equal and exact justice should be done to all classes. To the gov- 
ernment and management of an institution like the Marshall Infir- 
mary, no prejudice nor favoritism should be allowed to prevail. It 
is a public institution, sustained by the contributi#ns of our citizens, 
and as such ought to be managed in a spirit of liberality, benevo- 
lence and Christianity. 

ARTICLE LXVI. 

Kise sad Progress of Homoeopathy in Rensselaer County. By Wm. S. Skablx, M. D.^ 

of Troy, N. Y. 

Having been requested by the secretary of the State Society to 
prepare an outline of the events attending the introduction and spread 
of homoeopathy in Rensselaer county, I have undertaken the task 
with few resources beside the personal recollections of the living 
members of the profession. Drs. Bryan, Bloss and Mosher, the 
pioneers of our noble cause, have gone to their reward, and have 
left no written memorials of their early struggles in building the 
foundations upon which the present generation now stand so firmly. 
To Dr. S, A. Cook, of Troy, the sole survivor of those days of trial; 
to the widows of Drs. Bryan and Bloss, and to the sons of the latter, 
now in practice in this city, I am indebted for most of the material 
for this hasty and imperfect sketeh. 

The first practitioner of homoeopathy ip Rensselaer county was 
Dr. F. S. Field, a graduate of Kings College Hospital, London. He 
was an able and highly accomplished man« but being entirely un- 
known, and withal **a setter forth of strange gods,'' he was unable 
to suppoit himself after a two years' residence, and withdrew from 
practice here. His subsequent history I am unable to state. This 
was about the years 1889 and 1840. His residence in Troy was, 
however, of sufficient length to make him acquainted to some extent 
with the profession. With Drs. R. S. Bryan and Richard Bloss, he 
was especially intimate; and many and long were the discussions 
between them over the new doctrine in medicine. He furnished' 
these gentlemen with the translation of Jahr's Manual, then lately 
published in its first edition. This was carefully and diligently 
studied, and with much hesitation they took their first trembling 
steps in the untried path. One of their first cases was one of puer- 
peral peritonitis, which, according to orthodqx doctrine, ought to 
have died ; but was saved, to their unbounded astonishment, by the 
use of aconite, belladonna and bryonia, in the third dilution. 

About this time a patient of Dr. Bryan's, whom he had failed to 
benefit, visited New York city, and while there was cured by Drs. 
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Gray and Hull. On her return, she brought from Dr. Gray to Dr. 
Bryan some copieH of the Homceopalhic Exianinerj then edited by 
Dr. Hull and himself. These were read, and were a part of the good 
seed which has thought forth so abundant a hanrest. About this 
time Mrs. Bryan was suffering from chronic pharyngitis, and sought 
advice of Dr. Ward, a homoeopathic physician then resident in Albany. 
His prescription of calcarea carbonicum and pulsatilla, effected a bril- 
liant cure. This was a home thrust, and a convincing one. During 
the winter of 1840 and 1841, Drs. Bryan and Bloss continued their 
experiments, and became more and more satisfied with the results 
achieved, until at last in the spring of 1841 they openly avowed 
their adherence to homoeopathy, taking most of their patrons with 
them in their train. For nearly eight succeeding years these two 
heroes alone stood the sto/m of obloquy which was poured upon 
them. Their former professional companions, now not only refused 
their counsel and aid, but with sneers or averted countenances passed 
them daily unrecognized. No words were too scornful — no act too 
unprofessional to express their hatred of homoeopathy and its adhe- 
rents. These were indeed years of bitter trial; but, firmly trusting 
the truth now so clearly revealed, and confident of final success, they 
quietly pursued their way; their practice gradually increased as the 
proofs of their success multiplied, and their opponents soon found it 
politic to take a milder tone. They lived on, and cheered by con- 
stant accessions to their chosen profession, loved and honored by 
their patrons and the community at large, they went down to their 
graves like ** shocks of corn fully ripe." 

Dr. R S. Bryan was born in Patterson, Putnam county, N. Y., and 
graduated in medicine at the Cdllege of Physicians and Surgeons in 
the city of New York. He was associated with his Yather, who bore 
the same name and followed the same profession during the first few 
years of practice, but removed to Troy in the spring of 1835. He 
died in March, 1860, at the age of 64. 

Dr. Eichard Bloss was a native of Royalton, Vt, and a graduate 
of Dartmouth University in its medical department. After practicing 
in his birth place with great acceptance for 17 years, he removed to 
Troy in the spring of 1840. He departed this life in 1863, being 65 
years of age. 

In the spring of 1849, Dr. Simeon A. Cook,, a graduate of Middle- 
bury, Vt., removeJJ from Buskirk's Bridge in this county to Troy, 
and occupying an office near to that of Dr. Bryan, began the practice 
of allopathy. He was a peculiarly bitter opponent of the teachings 
of Hahnemann, and an article from ^is pen, full of ridicule and 
abuse of the system, which originally appeared in the Boston Jour- 
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nal^ was printed id pamphlet form and extensively circulated in 
Troy. But the Saul ** breathing out threatenings and slaughter" 
soon became' a Paul preaching the faith he once despised.* Closely 
watching the effects of Dr. Bryan's prescriptions, he was forced to 
acknowledge their curative power.* Then came closer investigation 
and experiment, and soon **Saul was among the prophets." About 
the time of his avOwal of the tenets of Hahnemann, one of our allo- 
pathic physicians, and a warm personal friend, endeavored to dissuade 
him from such a course, and in the conversation prophesied ^* that in 
' ten years homoeopathy would be one of the exploded humbugs of 
the past." At Dr. C's request this was written down and signed. 
Some three years since the decade had passed, and the prophet being 
called upon to verify his words could only reply that **the com- 
munity were bigger fools than he had supposed." In connection 
with this part of our narrative it may not be amiss to relate an 
occurrence which illustrates the malignant spirit of our opponents; 
The most prominent surgeon in Troy, Dr. Bontecou, a liberal and 
courteous man, of high professional attainment, lost one of his chil. 
dren witli membranous croup, and soon after another was taken with 
the same dread disease. The utmost efforts of the anxious father and 
his professional brethren were unavailing, and after a consultation 
held one evening, they gave up the case as hopeless. The agonized 
parent determined in his extremity to call in homoeopathic advice. 
He requested Dr. Cook to visit the child; he did so, and after the 
administration of the usual remedies for a few hours, the child was 
out of danger. Dire was the wrath of the '* regulars," and fierce the 
threats they made ; they even took steps to expel Dr. B. from their 
society, but in cooler moments a wiser counsel prevailed^ They 
dared not lay a finger on the delinquent; he was too pronunent a 
man, and they well knew that public opinion would be altogether in 
his favor. So they mercifully left him alone, even though until he 
entered the army in 1861, he notoriously practiced a modified homoeo- 
pathy. Dr. Cook still continues to practice here though in feeble 
health, and regards with an ever increasing interest the progress of the 
principles he has done so much to maintain in this county and State. 

During the cholera epidemic of 1853, homoeopathy won a decided 
triumph. Its success was patent to every observer, and its march 
has been steadily onward, till one of the allopathic profession re- 
marked not long since that the homoeopaths did one-half the business 
that was worth doing in this city. 

Two other converts from the allopathic ranks were made by Dr. 
Bryan : Dr. Chas. Mother and his brother. Dr. Joseph Mosher, of 
Schaghticoke. During the year 1848 they had charge of some of 
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Dr. B's patients whose distance from Troy rendered frequent visits 
impossible. They consented to administer the homoeopathic medi- 
cines prescribed, and carefully observing their effects, they soon be- 
came convinced of the superiority of the new practice. They adopted 
it, and up to the time of their death, continued faithfully and very 
successfully in the footsteps of the great master. 

Dr. Edward Coburn, of whose history I can learn but little, came to 
Troy in April, 1854, and<was a partner of Dr. Bryan's, for two years. 
After a residence of one year longer, he removed to Chatham Cor- 
ners, N. T., where he enjoyed a large practice until his death, in 
1863. 

Dr. George Kellogg, a homoeopathic physician, o( Patterson, N. J., 
removed to Troy in 1858, and practiced here until in the spring of 
1862, he entei'ed the army as staff surgeon to Gen. B. F. Butler, and 
accompanied him to New Orleans. Since the close of the war, he is 
pursuing private practice in that city. 

Dr. R. D. Bloss, one of our present practitioners, is the second son 
of Dr. Richard Bloss. He graduated at the Medical College ^of Ver- 
mont^ in 1854, and begun practice at ortce in Troy. 

Dr. J. P. Bloss, the eldest son of Dr. Richard Bloss, graduated at 
the College of Phydicians and Surgeons, in New York, in 1853, and 
immediately entered upon his professional career in this city, iu 
compan}' with his father. In 1857 he removed to Burlington, Iowa, 
and returned to Troy in 1860. 

Dr. H. R Fuller is a graduate of the Bei:kshire Medical College. 
He began practice in Lansingburgh, Rensselaer county, in 1857, where 
with slight interruptions, mainly from ill health, he continue to 
follow his profession. 

In the spring of 1856, Dr. C. S. Carpenter, a native of this county, 
graduated at the Albany Medical College, and began practice in 
Pittstown. In 1862 he removed to Schenectady, N. Y., and thence 
to Troy in the summer of 1865, where he has opened a homoeopathic 
pharmacy, in epnnection with private practice. 

The writer of this sketch wiw born in Bradford, Mass., and was 
graduated in medicine at the University of Pennsylvania, Phila., in 
the spring of 18'59. He began practice in Troy in the spring of the 
same year. 

Dr. C. S. Woodruff, graduated at Cleveland Homoeopathic Medi- 
cal College in 1854. He first entered upon professional life in Toledo, 
Ohio; from thence he removed to Troy, in 1860. 

Dr. M. W. Campbell, is a graduate of Cleveland Homoeopathic 
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Medical College, and after having practiced in Stillwater, Washing- 
ton county, for twelve years, he removed to Troy in 1863/ 

Dr. A- M. Gushing, was also, I believe, a graduate of Cleveland. 
He practiced in Lansingburgh, in this county, from 1861 to 1864, 
when he removed to Massachusetts. 

Dr. J. C. Mosher, a son of Dr. Joseph Mosher, before named, 
graduated at Castleton, Yt, in 1860. He practices in Pittstown, 
Bensselaer county. 

Dr. John Younglove, jr., graduated at the St. Louis Homoeopathic 
College, in 18(^1. I^e practiced in the towns of Oneida and Verona, 
N. Y., for about one year, when he entered the army as an assistant 
surgeon. On the expiration of his term of service, which continued 
two years as volunteer and three months as contract surgeon of the 
regular army, he began private practice in Troy i\\ 1865. 

Dr. John F. Miller, is a graduate of the Long Island Hospital Col- 
lege, of the class of 1865. During this year he entered upon pro- 
fessional life in this city« 

Dr. D. W. Pitts, is an alumnus of the Homcdopathic College of 
Philadelphia, and began practice in Johnsouville, in this county, in 
1865. 

The foregoing outline contains all the particulars which I have 
been able to collect, in reference to the earlier practice of bomceo- 
pathy in this county, and the professional status of those who have 
represented its principles from its introduction to the present time. 

Homoeopathy has now stood upon its trial in this county for 
twenty-five years, and to-day its list of practitioners is longer, its 
patrons greater in number, and its social position higher than ever 
before. Its growth, though slow, has been sure and steady.. Within 
the past few months, I am happy to say, a renewed interest has been 
manifested by all the members of our county organization, and we 
have joined hands in greater heartiness and activity in our common 
cause. At the regular annual meeting in October last, it was deter- 
mined to hold a series of monthly social meetings. At the iii*st one 
of these, the subject of a homoeopathic dispensary was brought for- 
ward, and favorably entertained. No public charity under our 
auspices had ever existed in Troy, and it was determined to estab- 
lish one at once. The Society resolved itself into a committee of the 
whple, to obtain subscriptions for the object. Circulars stating the 
necessity for such an institution were issuefd, and by a little effort 
the sum of one thousand dollars was easily raised. Suitable rooms 
were obtained in a desirable locality and handsomely fitted up; 
twelve trustees, comprising seven laymen and five homosiopathic phy- 
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sicians, were selected; certificates filed under the general incorpora- 
tion act of the State; and at the date of the present writing, the Troy 
Homoeopathic Dispensary is open two hours in each day, with a fair 
prospect of a successful career. 

Other projects are on foot which augur well for the future of 
homoeopathy in Rensselaer county, a good report of which, I trust, 
will be made at some future time. A copy of the circular issued in 
favor of a dispensary is appended. 

I have previously expressed the opinion that the bitter spirit of 
our opponents was becoming somewhat modified, as they begin to 
discover in the rapid spread of homoeopathy, one of the legitimate 
fruits of their foolish violence. While thi& is true in respect to indi- 
viduals, the malignity of the allopathic organizations appears to 
increase. Certainly they can do us no greater favor, nor we do more 
to benefit our cause in the estimation of all wise and good men, than 
by fostering this state of feeling. I trust, by this time, the " Ameri- 
can Allopathic Institute is fully satisfied with the blows it has be- 
stowed on its own fingers, in the case of Surgeon General Barnes, 
whom they arraigned for consultation with Dr. T. S. Verdi, of Wash- 
ington, in the case of the Sewards. 

In concluding my subject, and returning from the digression into 
which I have been led, let me say that a little personal sacrifice and 
united effort on the part of the members of our county and State 
societies, are all that is necessary to achieve much more rapid pro- 
gress in disseihinating our principles and hast^iiing the universal 
triumph of our noble law of cure. Both as societies and individuals, 
we have too long been content to let this grand result depend upon, 
and stand secondary to, mere personal success. Let us remember 
that agitation, constant and persistent agitation, is the soul of all 
reform. 



ARTICLE LXVIL 

Record of a Post-mortem Examination. By JoHir Younolovb, M. D., of Troy, late 

Surgeon U. S. Army. 

Specimen taken from the body of a rebel lieutenant (one of 
Mosby's guerrillas), exhibiting very clearly the erratic course which 
Minnie bullets sometimes take; and also shows how narrowly a vital 
part may escape injury. 

When this patient entered my ward, September 6, 1864, he com- 
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plained of a deep seated pain over the chest, and fracture of the 
humerus. Upon examination, the side and chest appeared much dis- 
colored over a large surface from extravasation of blood, caused by 
a fall from his horse; and there was also compound comminuted 
fracture of the middle and upper third of the right arm produced 
by a bullet, the pldce of entrance of which could clearly be seen, 
though what had become of the ball I could not discover. The limb 
was placed in splints and cold water dressings freely applied to the 
wound. 

Upon placing the ear over the chest, fine crepitation was distinctly 
heard, indicating the first stage of pneumonia. Subsequent exami- 
nation by percussion and auscultation showed solidification of a 
great part of the right lung, and some days later a vomica was 
plainly evidenced. About the twelfth day, secondary haemorrhage 
from the arm ensued, which was controlled in the main by pressure. 
Soon after this typhoid symptoms set in, and, notwithstanding the 
free use of stimulants, he died September 20, 1864. 

8ectio cadaveins three hours after death; body cleanly and in good 
condition; right side of chest still extensively discolored; upon 
opening the thorax, the right lung was found to be entirely gone or 
destroyed except at the base, where a small portion still adhered to 
the diaphragm, the whole cavity being filled with bloody serum. 

The pulmoi^ary pleura was adherent by recent lymph to the costal 
ribs, and upon separating these anteriorly the sixth rib was found^ 
fractured and partly comminuted; looking as if a ball had penetrated 
the cavity, though there was no external wound. 

Upon thoroughly emptying the thorax of its contents, a small, 
carious hole was found in the body of the fifth dorsal vertebra. 
Chiseling away some of the spongy texture of the bone, a small 
flattened bullet was found firmly impacted close up and just touch- 
ing the sheath of the spinal cord (as the specimen shows) without 
causing any inflammation. * 

Curious to know how the bullet had entered the cavity, without 
causing any external wound of the thorax, I determined to follow 
the course of the wound in the arm. Accordingly, I elevated the 
limb, and discovered that a straight line, drawn from the point of 
entrance to the fractured rib, plainly demonstrated the direct course 
of the bullet. Determined to probe the matter still further, I made 
an incision through the track of the ball, the course of which fol- 
lowed the long axis of the arm to the axilla, where, continuing be- 
neath' the soft tissues, it passed down the side of the chest, which it 
entered as I have stated. 
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From thiB account it would seem erident the lieutenant was 
mounted, and must have leaned his body forward while the arm was 
nused Probably he was screening himself behind, or oa one side 
of the neck of his horse, and was using his revolver. A noteworthy 
fact, in a pathological point of view, is the circumstance, that at no 
time did he suffer from any symptoms of spinal irritation or para- 
lysis of any part of the body. 
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ARTICLE LXVIII. 

Report on Clinical Medicine. Diphtheria in Saratoga county. By S. J. Pkabsall, 
M. D., of Saratoga Springs. 

Diphtheria, in this vicinity, has presented the following symptoms: 

Febrile symptoms in a majority of cases, and in some actual fever; 
hea'dache; sore throat, with the sensation as of a splinter sticking in 
the tonsils; profuse secretion of saliva; eyes congested and watery. 

In the course of forty-eight hours, the membrane makes its ap- 
pearance on the tonsils and pharynx. It is of a yellowish white 
appearance, or the color of new buckskin leather. The breath at 
this stage of the disease is very offensive. If the formation of the 
membrane is not arrested by proper treatment it grows darker, and 
in a few cases sloughing t^ikes place beneath the membrane. Most 
patients have typhoid symptoms, after the first forty-eight hours, and 
jshould be supported by the liberal use of essence of beef. 

[Assem. No. 190.] 25 
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The following remedies have proved the most successful: Aconite, 
belladonna, arsenicum, rhus tox, protoiodide of mercury and bin- 
iodide of mercury. Aconite for the febrile symptoms, belladonna 
for the bright scarlet inflammation of the throat, phus tox for the 
dark purple hue, every hour in alternation with protoiodide of mer- 
cury. I have given the biniodide of mercury instead of the . 
proto iodide, with equally good effects. The dilutions of aconite, 
belladonna and rhus were the third decimal, ten drops in a half glass 
of water and a teaspoouful at a dose. I also employed, as a gargle, 
one part yeast and three parts water every two hours. 

The mortality has been about three per cent, or eight deaths in 
two hundred and forty-eight patients. 

One case of paralysis of the lower extremities, resulting from diph- 
theria, is, perhaps, worthy of more particular description. 

A patient, aged fourteen, light hair and blue eyes, had a severe 
attack of diphtheria. The exudation extended entirely over the ton- 
sils and pharynx. Belladonna, aconite, rhus tox andbin iodide of 
mercury were the remedies employed, which proved successful in 
the course of seven or eight days. During convalescence complete 
paralysis of motion occurred in the extremities. Belladonna, helle- 
boris, hyosyamus, veratrum were used with no effect. 

For two weeks frictions and bathing with arnica, brandy and dilute 
alcohol were tried, but with no success. 

The symptom of flatulency presented itself, for which I gave colo* 
cynthisf and in seven days he was able to walk. He has since recov- 
ered, and now enjoys good health. 
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ARTICLE LXIX. 

Address before the Ulster Coanty HomoBOiMthic Medical Society. Bj £gbebt Gmcur- 
SKT, M. D.» Professor of Theory and Practice of Medione, in the New Tork 
UomoBopatl^ Medical College. 

The leading minds in the medical world, at the present time, are 
divided into two schools, the allopathic and homoeopathic. The one 
claims to be regular and orthodox, and points, with a feeling of 
pride, to the long list of worthies whose names have shone so 
brightly in the medical firmament, from the time of Hippocrates, the 
venerable father of medicine, to the present. 

" We follow," say they, ** in the footsteps of those illustrious men. 
We inherit the fruits of their vast experience, of their scientific 
researches, of all their toils in behalf of humanity. We are natu- 
rally zealous, lest the temple they reared with so much care be 
defaced with inscriptions which would mar its beauty, or echo to 
voices of heresy.'' 

The other claims that the terms "regular and orthodox'' haye 
been usnrped by their allopathic friends, and say they belong more 
properly to themselves. The glories of the past, the memories 
which cluster around its great pames, the rich experience of the 
fathers of medicine, are ours, ours by a common heritage. We, of 
the United States, claim that the name of Shakespeare, and of other 
great lights in English literature of that day, belong equally to us 
as to England; they belong to all who have since sprung from that 
nation. 

The homoeopathic school claims, too, that they have not only 
availed themselves of the rich stores of experience of the fathers of 
medicine, but have cut off the crudities and rubbish which had gath- 
ered around great truths, introducing simplicity, order and harmony 
where once was darkness and confusion, raising medicine to the 
dignity of a positive science, and giving to it an impetus for good it 
had never before possessed. Standing thus in the front rank of the 
army of human progress, more and more satisfied by the rapidly 
accumulating experience of years, of the correctness of their posi- 
tion, they justly claim for themselves the title of *' regular and 
orthodox," and refuse to be driven from the stronghold of their 
scientific position by any cry of empiricism or quackery. They 
believe in the rapid advancement toward their position of the allo- 
pathic school itself, in the tremendous changes for good which have 
taken place in the medical world during the last thirty years, owing 
to the influence of their doctrines, in the glorious success of their 
principles wherever pestilence has reared its head, they can calmly 
wait the no distant day for their universal triumph. 
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Outside of these two great schools of medicine are, of course, 
meu of diverse theories^ but the great contest is between allopathy 
and homoeopathy, the rast majority of the medical world being 
ranged under one or the other of these two systems. It is of vast 
importance to you, the people, that the question be fully and fairly 
understood. With 3rou, the question of the prolongation of human 
life and the relief of human suffering, the care of the body in this 
world, is second only in importance to your care for the soul in pre- 
paring it for a future existence. 

How shall human life be prolonged, how human suffering best 
relieved) come home with power to every heart The question then 
to which I ask your candid attention for a short time this evening, 
is one of interest to you all, is one which appeals directly to your 
senses, which goes with you to the quiet of the sick chamber, and 
stands by you as you look down upon the writhing forms and suffer- 
ing faces of those you love. Between the two great systems of 
medicine which agitate the world, where lies the tinith? I shall try 
in this discussion to be perfectly impartial and candid, I shall bring 
to it no feeling of sectarian bitterness, and shall indulge in no harsh 
remarks against those who differ from m^ in opinion. I am a 
physician, answerable to God for the manner in which I discharge 
the duties of my high calling, I was once in the so-called allopathic 
school of medicine, and in that school to-day are some of my warm- 
est friends. Truth does not requii^ sophistry and harshness of 
speech to secure its triumphs. 

The so-called allopathic school has been, more or less, for cen- 
turies, devout and humble followers of Galen, professing, until 
i*ecently, a strong belief in the dogma which he made the corner- 
stone of his system, the doctrine of conttxiria, or that diseases are 
cured by their contraries. Under this sj'stem^ the most violent 
forms of medication were used, of course. The moxa^ the blister, 
the hot iron were used to produce revulsive effects, while the purge, 
the emetic and the lancet were looked upon as the great sheet 
anchor of practice. Later, within the past two or three centuries, 
they have added to their repertory, opium, mercury, arsenic and 
sulphur, those potent drugs first introduced into practice by the 
homoeopath, Paracelsus, and which, given in accordance with the 
law of stmilia, are indeed most effective in the cure of disease, 
but whicli, in the massive doses of the allopath, without regard to 
principle or law, while they undoubtedly at timed produced relief, 
oftcner, by covering the disease, or producing others more serious 
than the first, have been productive of positive harm and even death. 

Drug-action, with them, meant the sledge-hammer blow. In fact, 
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the whole system of drug medication was founded on the doelrine 
of brute force as applied to the human form. I am speaking now 
of the medical world previous to the past thirty years, since which 
time its practice and teachings have materially changed under the 
benign influence of a higher and purer philosophy. One after 
another old abuses are passing away; year after year they have 
approached nearer and nearer the truth, learning better to under* 
stand the sensitive human form and the dynamic action of drugs. 
The old blood-red flag of the lancet which so long flaunted its crim* 
son folds, is going down before enlightened reason, and the massive 
doses of crude drugs are becoming things of the past. The candid, 
inquiring, scientific minds of that school are looking about to find 
out where they are, and their leading writers, Watson, Bennett, 
Forbes and hosts of others, men whom we all respect for their rare 
talents and conscientious labors in the cause of science and humanity, 
all confess they have no law to guide them in the selection of drugs; 
that medicine has no claim to rank among the positive sciences, that 
it is nothing more or less than a mass of empiricism. The learned 
and eloquent Dr. Forbes went still further, and said he believed it 
would have been better /or the human race if no medicinal plant or 
drug had ever been discovered for the cure of disease. 

But is this really so 7 In the centuries which have elapsed since 
the time of the great father of medicine, have we made no advances 
towards the positive? have we still, notwithstanding the toil and 
research of so many minds, np firm foothold, but are still drifting* 
about on the ocean of empiricism? Far from it. What was once a 
chaotic mass, has crystalized. into a noble science, beautiful in its 
simplicity, grand and noble in its results. 

The same great father of medicine who enunciated the dogma of 
contraHa^ which, through the influence of Gralen, was for so many 
centuries the doctrine of the allopathic school, enunciated also the 
doctrine of similia which Hahnemann seized hold of so eagerly, and 
with his logical mind and far-reaching habits of thought and obser- 
vation, worked up into a grand and comprehensive system, a system 
which subsequent observation has shown to be founded on a correct 
philosophy. It gives to the physician at last, a law to guide him in 
the bewildering mazes of disease, as enduring and firmly fixed in the 
heart of nature as that of gravitation itself. That law is " similia 
similibus curantur^'* the basis, the corner-stone of that advanced 
philosophy, which is now everywhere winning such glorious 
triuntphs, and stretching forth its conquering arms over the world, 

** Like is cured by its like," says the law, that is, drugs taken into 
the living system, produce by their irritation or poisonous action. 
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certain difitarbances in the vital organism, manifested by symptoms — 
pain, fever, nervous excitement or depression, etc. This is a drug 
action, the disturbance usually passing away after the immediate 
effects of the drug are over. Now, whenever similar symptoms 
exist in the system as the result of disease from any cause other than 
drug action, they show a diseased condition of the system similar 
to that produced by the drug. Now comes in the law — ^the drug 
which would produce like symptoms to those how existing as the 
result of disease, given in minute doses, acts specifically on the dis- 
eased part, and produces a cure. 

The reason is simple. A drug has a two*fold action, disturbing 
or depressing action, and . a soothing, tonic and curative action. In 
the one case it may paralyze the vital forces, bringing death, and in 
the other instil new life into the wasting and decaying energies. la 
the one case it may increase the disturbance, and in the other, by its 
tonic action, gently bring nature back to its proper track. The 
effects of opium are familiar to you all; in massive doses producing 
stupor, paralysis of all the vital forces, and death; in diminished 
doses, soothing pain and wooing to gentle sleep, or conjuring up 
before the mind visions more gorgeous or more full of terrors thaa 
poet in his wildest . flights ever dreamed. How delicious the influ* 
ence of wine upon* the exhausted systemi How it quickens the 
pulse, brightens the intellect, and gives strength to the weary limbsl 
And yet, taken in excess, or when the system does not require it, 
you see the effect, in the reeling staggering gait, the idiotic 
laugh, the wild frenzy or the drunken stupor.' In the one case we 
have the curative action, and in the other the drug action. 

And so with disease. It is the curative action of the drug we 
seek for, but the guide to its curative action is in the various phases 
and modifications of the drug action, which we must first understand* 
You can very readily see why the diseased condition of an organ 
would render it more sensitive to the action of a drug, which would 
produce a like disease in a healthy system, than to one which had 
no specific action upon that organ. Give your remedy in just such 
doses as will soothe the irritated nerves, tone up the vital force to 
its normal standard, and bring on a healthy action, and the obstruc- 
tion is removed. Nature again moves on in its wonted channels, the 
cure is complete. You require no general process of depletion, no 
drawing of the life blood, no wrenching and tearing of the human 
system, no revulsive efforts, but a drug selected which you know by 
actual test on the living organism will produce like effects to those 
caused by the disease, and then give it, not to produce its drug 
action, for you have its counterpart in the disease, but in such minute 
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doses as will secure its tonic, soothing, cnratiye action upon the dis' 
eased parts. 

If the drag is given in too large doses, it produces its drog action, 
ncreasing the trouble, if in too small doses it fails to produce the 
desired effect. Such, then, is the law of cure, the law *of simiKa. 
the law which is the comer stone of homoeopathy; simple, easfly 
comprehended, yet, in the everyday movements of nature, demon- 
strated to be correct You are all familiar with the action of cam- 
phor. You know, given in massive doses, it produces an effeet 
almost the direct counterpart of Asiatic cholera; the same coldness 
of the extremities, the same flagging pulse, the same watery diar- 
rhoea and fearful cramps. You do not know, perhaps, that Hahne- 
^xnann, guided by his great law, was the first in Europe to suggest it 
as a specific for that fearfiil disease. To the present day, it is looked 
upon as the great remedy, by all schools, in the treatment of that 
disease. 

Did you ever see a person under the poisonous effects of nux 
vomica ? What fearful spasms, what partial or entire paralysis I 
Both schools recognize it as the great specific where these symp* 
toms exist as the result of disease. Why is it that allopathic physi- 
cians find no remedy so efficacious in the control of certain forms of 
nausea and vomiting, as ipecac and tartar emetic J They give them 
in the same way, in the same dose, and for the same purpose thai we 
do, to soothe the irritated nerves, tone up the vital force, and bring 
on a healthy reaction. But is this action in accordance with the law 
of similia or contraria ? Judge ye. 

But, says the objector, I did not know this law was the great fea- 
ture of 'homoeopathy. I supposed it consisted rather in infinitesimal 
doses, in a certain number of shakes given to a drug, and in careful 
regard to rules of diet Do you not think, my honest friend, it would 
be wise for you to become conversant with the principles of the doc- 
trines you condemn, before you pelt it with ridicule and heap upon 
it unsparing abuse ? But, do all remedial agents act in obedience to 
this law^ are we always to be guided by the law of similia, in the 
selection of the 4ippvopriate remedy ? Certainly not, but the points 
of divergence Are easily comprehended, the indications being'so plain 
that there is but little chance for mistake. The science of medicine, 
like mm, like nature, is a trinity in itself, and the law of similia only 
forms one part of the great triangle. 

At times, we require agents, which act mechanically, removing 

from the system mechanical obstructions. We do not use these 

. drug9 for any medicinal notion they may have, but to avail ourselves 

of their irritative or mechanical action to remove offending obstruc- 
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tions. They. act neither allopathically nor homoeopathically, but 
simply relieve the vystem by their irritative or mechanical action. 
The bowels are clogged by a mass of hardened feeces which has b^en 
allowed to accumulate, until the patient feels the effect in the brain, 
the stomach and the entire system. The natural and correct thought 
is to remove at once the irritating cause, either by an enema or by 
some mild cathartic. The action is mechanical; the pressure of for- 
eign bodies is taken away and then we can apply our dynamic agents 
with a prospect of speedy and permanent cure. 

So, when substances are taken into the stomach, which, owing to 
weakness, it cannot assimilate, or, owing* to the poisonous nature of 
the article, the stomach is paralyzed in its action, absorption all the 
time going on, bringing the whole system speedily under the poison- 
ous influence of the drug, common sense teaches us that, unless the 
irritative substance be speedily removed, general disturbance of the 
system and perhaps death may ensue, and we use at once the stomach 
pump or emetic; we get rid as speedily as possible of the irritative 
cause of all the trouble, and then make use of your dynamic agents 
to tone up the organs and repair the mischief. In children, as well 
as in adults, owing to the weakness of the stomach, food often passes 
into the intestines, producing flatulence, pain and dian*hoea, and if not 
speedily relieved, dysentery and positive inflammation. 

What does common sense teach the physician? Jlemove as speed* 
ily as possible the' irritating substance by some mild cathartic which 
will bring on mechanical action of the intestinal canal, causing it at 
once to eject the offending substance. But, do you say, is not this 
treatment allopathic and are you not showing a divided allegiance? 
Not at all. It is one part of that great triangle which constitutes 
medical science, the mechanical part, and when kept in its proper 
place, belongs as much to us as to any one else. It is the abuse 
of these agents which renders them at times, unscientific and unsafe. 
Under the above head, may also be included those remedies which 
act directly as palliatives. During the passage of stone from the gall- 
bladder, or the kidneys, the physician is often compelled to resort to 
drugs which stupefy the senses or take away all sensibility to pain, 
so intense is the agony. It is not the curative action of the drug he 
seeks, but its stupefj-ing power, the immediate relief it gives to pain 
almost too great to be borne. 

There is another class of affections in which we require agents 
which act chemically -upon the system. There may be a deficiency 
in the system of some material which contributes an important share 
in keeping up the harmony of life. The absence of this material 
may have be^n produced by a variety of causes, but wherever it 
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exists, disturbance in some portion of the animal economy is snre to 
follow. We know that in health a certain portion of iron exists \n 
the blood, and that it is absolutely essential to the life of that fluid. 
Wherever we see the blanched face, the cold extremities, and general 
weakness and weariness of the entire frame, we naturally conclude 
there is an impoverished condition of the blood, and, if certain other 
symptoms are present, know that the patient requires iron, not as a 
dynamic agent, but as food, food to be taken directly into the blood 
to supply the waste which has been going on. We give iron as food, 
in such perfect solution that the little absorbents may take up the 
infinitesimal particles and carry them onward in their mission of 
healing. After this has been accomplished, and the organs of assimi- 
lation restored to their normal tone, they find no difficulty in taking 
up from the food, if the proper kind is given, all of this material 
required. 

Again, there may be a deficiency of phosphorus or of some phos- 
phates in the system. The power of absorbing them from food has, 
from some cause or other, become impaired, and the system feels the 
effect, perhaps, in curvature of the bones, softening of the brain, 
general nervous prostration, or a variety of affections which might 
follow from their absence. The patient requires, as food, those ma- 
terials so essential to life of which there is an insufficiency in the 
system, and which, if they can not be furnished in his daily nutri- 
ment, must be given in some form in which they can be readily taken 
up and passed into the circulation. And here the chemist comes to 
our aid. The teachings of Hahnemann have produced their effect 
upoii his mind, and he is preparing us some exceedingly beautiful 
preparations of the phosphates, preparations which/ legitimately 
belong to us, for they are, as I shall hereafter show, the direct result 
of Hahnemann's doctrine of dynamization, preparations which, as 
occasion requires, we do not hesitate to use. 

We often find, in the bilious diarrhoeas and dysenteries which 
prevail during and after the heats, of summer, no remedies so effect- 
ual as acid fruits, sour berries or cider. The action is chemical, 
neutralizing, as they do, the excess of alkali and the half burnt up 
particles of carbon with which the tissues are filled, and which the 
system is trying to expel in the diarrhoea and dysenteiy. 

But, does the objector say, you are verging upon the grounds of 
allopathy. Not in the least. The potion of these is neither allo- 
pathic or homoeopathic, but chemical, and the domains of enlight- 
ened scientific chemistry belong peculiarly to us. Chemical medicine 
gives us the second part of the great triangle, the whole of which 
constitutes the complete system of medical science. 
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I have already referred to the base of this triangle, the curative 
action of drugs by their dynamic power, in which the law of similia 
reigns supreme. Here it is, where di-ugs are given, neither for their 
mechanical nor chemical effect, but for their curative action, the 
homoeopathic law comes in as an unfailing guide in the selection of a 
remedy. The dose may be gauged by the condition of the 
patient, his constitution and temperament, and the circumstances by 
which he is surrounded. One of a highly spiritual or nervous 
organization may require a highly attenuated form of medicine, 
while another of a more lymphatic temperament, more gross in 
his physical structure, less sensitive in his nervous organization, 
may require the medicine in its crude state. In either case, whether 
given in thd billionth part of a grain, or in a grain of the pure drug, 
it is given homceopathicallj', provided it is selected in accordance 
with the law of similia, and given in just such an amount as will 
produce a healthy reaction* in the diseased organism. No sensible 
physician would think of giving drugs to those breathing a noxious 
atmSbphere of pestilential dens, whose nervous sensibility must be 
partially benumbed by the exhalation of poison going on all around, 
in the same attenuated form that he would to those living in a pure 
atmosphere, carefully nursed, and surrounded by the luxuries of life. 
Neither would we think of controlling a miasmatic disease in a per- 
son who still continued to reside in the miasmatic district, with the 
doses we should find all sufiBcient if he were removed into a more 
healthy location. 

Out of this great law of cure has grown, almost as a necessity, 
the theory of the dynamization of remedies. The law of cure itself, 
with all its scientific philosophy, has been overlooked, ignored 
entirely by the opponents of homoeopathy, and the dynamization 
theory, or infinitesimal doses, which they ever failed to comprehend, 
has been held up as the sum and substance of the whole system. 
This has been made the text for their learned discourses, for their 
mathematical calculations of the amount of water necessary to carry 
up one of our higher potencies. We have been grandly told, as an 
illustration of homoeopathy, of a drop of the drug placed in Lake 
Michigan, and a teaspoonful of the water taken as it poured over 
the falls of Niagara, or as illustrating the higher potencies, of a drop 
of the drug thrown into the North river and a teaspoonful taken of 
the waters of the Mediterranean, and these arguments repeated over 
and over again, have been about the strongest which have ever been 
brought against our system. 

Let us bring this doctrine of dynamization, or infinitesimals to the 
test, and see whether it is so unscientific as has been claimed. Nature 
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is the great teacher of us all, and to her let us go for itiBtructioti. 
In dynamization we purify the drug* from its crude, inert materials, 
and by a process of trituration, divide and subdivide each atom into 
infinitesimal proportions, bringing out thereby its life and latent 
power, fitting it to act in its purified form upon that most delicate of 
living structures, the human form. Go back, I say, to nature, and 
listen to her lessons. There is not a particle of matter in existence 
which has not a latent power, only requiring proper influences to 
develop into active life. Imagine, if you can, this planet before it 
was covered with vegetation, or the soil formed upon its surface. 
Look at its rocky ribs, its granite mountains heaved up from the 
molten depths below; but nowli^ere motion or sign of life save in the 
elements alone, the lightning, the thunder, the tempest, the sun. 

Can there ever be life on those barren rocks? Can this scene of 
desolation ever be covered with living matter and peopled with 
living forms ? What resurrection can bring life from this waste of 
death? Hold, be not too hasty, watch the slow progress of nature. 
The rain, as it dashes upon those barren rocks, triturates and gi#)ds 
their granite and volcanic particles, until in time a slight film of soil 
is formed, and, all the time, the waves of light flowing down from 
the sun, quicken into new life these before apparently dead particles 
of matter, brings into play their electric power, and forthwith, we 
see springing up the little mosses and lichens, plants of a single cell, 
the commencement of a new life; life it is true, as yet but little 
above that of the rocks, and yet a new life, a life of growth, of 
assimilation, the dawning life of the vegetable world; And so the 
work of creation progresses, the soil thickening as the ages roll on, 
by the growth and decay of animal matter, until the whole earth is 
green and blossoming with vegetable life. 

Chemical affinities, electric influences, the quickening power of 
light and heat and rain acting on the barren rocks have brought forth 
life, verdure and beauty. .The plants themselves, the tree, the grass, 
the flower, acted on by sun, air and moisture, draw to themselves 
the strength and life of the soil, the silex, the fibrine, the tough 
fiber, the delicate, coloring matter of the rose and lily, are con- 
stantly changing their particles, and gathering from the elements 
materials for their own growth, beauty and life. From the dark 
mud of the swamps, from an atmosphere laden with miasmatic poison, 
we see growing the beautiful flower, painted as never art can paint, 
and the lofty tree clad in glorious, living verdure, and both drawing 
from the poisonous atmosphere and death-exhaling soil, not only 
their own life and beauty but the remedial, agents which have the 
power of charming away disease and death engendered by these 
miasmatic influences. 
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Again, a drop of water, clear as ci-ystal, cooling the fevered brow, 
sparkling upon the flower, separates the rays of light as they pass 
through, it throws upon the arched sky the gorgeous rainbow. 
Acted upon by a slight amount of heat, its particles separate, it 
swells in volume until it tears in pieces the tough and sinewy iron ^ 
and scatters ruin around. Develop all its electric force, and each 
drop possesses a power sufficient to strike with death the strongest 
man. These are nature's processes of dynaniization, and shall man ^ 
be wiser than God, or laugh at his works ? 

Will man never learn the more closely we copy nature the nearer 
we are to the truth ? Shall we never get rid of the gross materialism 
of the age ? Shall we never learn to look beneath the surface at the 
inner life and power upon which all the external phenomena depend ? 
We are told, with a sneer, your doctrine of dynamization is new and 
has yet to meet, the test of experience. New ! it is as old as eternity. 
Wherever life has swept through the realm of matter, there this law 
has been in force, binding pai*ticle with particle, and giving us matter 
in tangible form. We see it. in the rays of light which flow down 
from the sun, vitalizing, purifying and making bright the face of 
nature. Why, this law, I might almost say, is the law of life itself 
as applied to the material world. How does the tree grow, drawing 
nourishment from the soil and air? How the flower obtain its glow- 
ing tints except by me'ans of this law ? The particles of matter 
upon which they feed are so infinitesimal that they flow into the 
plant through the air, and are absorbed from the earth through its 
delicate vessels. 

What do we aim to do with drugs but free them from their crudi- 
ties, break up their atoms infinitesimally, so that their whole fbrce 
may be developed and each minute particle may produce its effect 
on the living organism ? I care not whether this process of infini- 
tesimal division be done with the mortar and pestle, the laboratory 
of the chemist, or the great laboratory of natui'e. The result is the 
same. Every physician admits the superior medicinal virtues of the 
chalybeate springs, holding iron in perfect solution, over any form of* 
that drug which can be prepared in tho laboratory of the chemist. 
It is held in such perfect solution that each minute particle flows 
into the circulation, producing its legitimate effects. Said I not right 
then, that the chemists, in relieving their drugs of impurities and 
breaking up their atoms infinitesimally, are doing our work, and their 
labors belong to us. 

But, again says the objector, you give your drugs in such minute 
doses. Not always; but we often meet with peculiar idiosyncracies 
of constitution which are^ncreased a hundred fold by the disease, 
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where only the most minute doses can prove beneficial. That disease 
does increase this sensitiveness to the action of dru^s, is apparent to all. 
What more refreshing to the thirsty than a glass of water, and yet 
where there is gastric inflammation, a singly drof) produces intense 
agony and brings on fearful and long continued vomiting. And so 
with the inflamed eye; the room must be kept darkened, for the light 
60 soothing and refreshing in health now seems aimed with metallic 
points, bringing with it the most intense agony. The wise man who 
triumphantly swallowed a vial of medicated globules, forgot these 
familiar illustrations, and did not know that to render the medicine 
active, the parts to v^hich they are specifically adapted must first be 
morbidly sensitive by disease. 

I have endeavored to show in these remarks: Firsts That the alio- 
pathic system of medicine, if it can be rightly called a system, from 
the opinion of its own leading men, has no foundation in science. It 
is but a mass of empiricism, without law or rule to guide it in the 
selection of remedies, other than that of experience. 

Secondly^ That our school has an antiquity equal to theirs, the 
same great father of medicine enunciating both the law of contraria 
and of similia. It is true, that during the darkness of the early ages, 
when brute force reigned triumphtmt, the doctrine of contraria every- 
where prevailed; but when the trammels of superstition were cast 
off, and enlightened merit everywhere asserted its sway in the fields 
of science and philosophy, similia came forlh from its hiding plajce, 
brought order out of confusion, and gave to the world a system 
which, in the beauty of its philosophy and the correctness of its 
scientific deductions, stands side by side with the great systems of 
Kepler and Newton. 

Thirdly^ I have endeavored to show the scientific character of the 
homoeopathic law of cure, and to answer as concisely as possible, in 
the limits of a single lecture, the oft repeated inquiry: ** What is 
homcBopathyl '' I have shown that the homoeopathic law forms only 
one part of the great triangle which constitutes a scientific system of 
medicine, the other parts being the mechanical and chemical appli* 
cations of drugs. Even Pereira himself, the most profound writer 
on materia. medica the allopathic school has ever produced, confesses 
that our plan of a materia medica, that of testing each drug on the 
healthy system, is the only scientific plan ever adopted. 

Has this system stood the test of experience? I think my friend 
who will follow me will show by ample statistics, that wherever it has 
been subjected to the test, in the most malignant foims of disease, 
in the most fearful pestilences, it has come out triumphant More 
than this, it has changed and is changing#he character of the whole 
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medical world. Look back, some of you, to your childhood, and 
contrast the treatnient then and now. What has wrought this won- 
drous change? What, but the humanizing, harmonizing influence of 
homoeopathy. Even the leading allopathic writers themselves, con- 
fess that the world is indebted to homoepathy for the complete change 
in medical practice which has taken place during the last thirty 
•years. Patients, they say, do recover under the little doses of 
homoBopathy, owing, undoubtedly, to the simple power of nature; 
would it not be well for us to leave more to nature and less to drugs? 
Year after year, their practice has been changing, is changing. Every 
year they are approaching nearer and nearer to more scientific phi- 
losophy. Slowly and surely the partition walls between the two 
schools are crumbling down. God hasten the time when we shall 
all stand together on the platform of similia, the same flag above us, 
on whose ample folds shall be inscribed in letters of gold, " relief 
to human suffering." 



ARTICLE LXX. 

EBstory of the Introduction and progress of Homoeopathy in Ulster Conntj. By 
Thkodork Quick, M. D., of MUton. 

The rise of a new system in science, or the discovery of a new law 
either in medicine or in any other department of human knowledge, 
is always marked by small and imperceptible begiiinings. No new 
or important fact is at once grasped by its discoverer, or believed in 
by the gi*eat mass of mankind. Men have so often been misled, and 
deceived by false and high sounding, yet fair appearing theories, 
that we must expect them to be wary, and slow to believe. So that 
like the ushering in of a new day, we have the dawn before the full 
blaze, the twilight ere the perfect effulgence. Like the harvest, 
^' first the blade, then the ear, and then the full com in the ear." 

Another reason why a system or truth is so slowly adopted, is, that 
its establishment is always allied to the breaking up and destruction 
>>f one or more old ones. The setting up of one is inseparably 
connected with the pulling down of others. 

But changes will come, and these changes in the established order 
of things, first agitate and revolutionize the mind of the discoverer,' 
or systeiA maker, then spread and infect other thinkers, and eventu- 
ally reach and disturb the masses. 

This disturbance, it has been always the prime object of conserva- 
tives to quell. Long established error has always its devoted ad- 
mirers and sincere worshipers ; and any attempt to break loose 
from the trammels of hoary-headed ignorance and superstition, is 
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strongly opposed by conservative men; but when the masses begin 
to move, and bring the new law or system to the touch-stone of trial 
and proof, old conservatism must give way. 

The discovery of the great law of cure expressed by the formula, 
^' similta similzbus curarUur,^^ by the. immortal Hahnemann, aroused ' 
the ire and deadly hatred of the conservative element in medical 
science, and directed the thunders of its wrath upon the head of its 
great discoverer. After he had passed through the various intel- 
lectual struggles with the forces of error in his own mind, and demonr 
strated to his own satisfaction the truth of the law, he was met by 
the opposition and persecution of the learned men and philosophers 
of his day. 

Not content with the use of the moral and intellectual forces they 
possessed, they brought to their aid the strong arm of the law, and 
drove the venerable and learned doctor fi*oni his* native land. But 
as in the persecution of the early christians, the further the disciples 
were scattered, the wider the seed was sown, and the more plentiful 
the harvest that followed. 

Persecution in one form or another, has always been the lot of 
every one who has boldly sought to introduce any new doctrine, or 
who has discovered any new law or applied any old one; and the 
man who makes a great and valuable discovery, needs the finnness 
of a saint and the devotion of a martyr. 

Columbus wad laughed at, and suffered the scorn of the noble and 
learned in his day. Galileo was persecuted and imprisoned, and 
compelled to recant. So we might mention Harvey and Jeuner, and 
last, though not least, Samuel Hahnemann. So has every one been 
who has introduced any new thing in medical science, or in the me- 
chanic arts, and so will every one be who pursues the same course. 
The same feeling still, and always will exist. The man who reaches 
out and grasps anything beyond what is known or practiced in poli- 
tics, is called a fanatic; in religion an enthusiast, and in medicine a 
quack. 

In the opinion of many, there can be no more progress. They 
believe with Solomon, ** there is nothing new under the sun." The 
tdtima thule is reached, and all beyond is darkness and chaos. They 
accept the facts that exist as having always been known. They look 
upon knowledge as finished, so that whatever is added diminishes 
rather than increases the stock, and whatever change is made must 
be for the worse. 

There is and always have been those who look beyohd to some- 
thing better, who are continually reiiching out after new facts, search- 
ing after cause, wherever they find efiect, not content with blind 
allegiance to long established dogmas and hoary-headed superstition. 
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We have mentioned a few -of the many great names who are 
known to history as discoverers; we will now record a few who are 
not known as such, but only as those who have had the moral 
courage to introduce into our count}* the great truth embodied in the 
system of medicine founded by Samuel Hahnemann, and which, like 
the mustard seed, has grown to be a great thing in the land. 

It is right, and our duty to rescue from oblivion the names and 
memories of those who were the pioneers in the cause of truth, the 
advance guard of the grand army, whose object was the destruction 
of error. They braved the dangers of loss of reputation, loss of 
professional patronage, and loss of social standing with their medical 
brethren. They^ shunned not the obloquy cast upon them by the 
self-styled regulars, tHey cared not for the scorn and contempt of 
community, but quietly, sincerely and perseveringly pursued the 
path made plain to them by the light of reason and science. Their 
names should go down to posterity. Posterity*will be interested in 
the record of their trials and triumphs, and encouraged to go and 
do likewise. 

I would much rather the task had been undertaken by some abler 
hand, and with a more eloquent pen; but trusting that this imperfect 
record may not be entirely worthless, I shall endeavor to make it as 
interesting as the scantiness of the materials will allow. 

In the year 1836, Dr. Martin Freligh, of Saugerties, a practitioner 
of old school medicine, had his attention attracted toward homoeo* 
pathy. A friend of his living at Catskill, who had been suffering a 
long time from a chronic disease, and had found no permanent relief 
from the medicaments of the prevailing school, was induced to apply 
to Dr. Vanderburgh, of New York, a homoeopathic physician. After 
a careful examination, the doctor gave him a few simple white pow- 
ders, and through their use he was perfectly cured. 

Dr. Freligh learning these facts, was anxious to learn more about 
Dr. Vanderburgh's mode of treatment which had been so very suc- 
cessful after so many had failed, and for this purpose visited Doctor 
Vanderburgh in New York. 

He found the doctor engaged in professional business, and was 
directed to cull upon Dr. Channing, another homoeopath, for the in- 
formation he was in quest of. He called upon Dr. Channing, and 
took his first lesson in the homoeopathic school of medicine. 

Dr. Freligh did not fully adopt the new system before leaving the 
county, which about this time he did, to settle at Khinebeck, in the 
county of Dutchess, where he might have the counsel of Dr. Vander- 
burgh, who had lately removed to the latter place from New York 

[Assem. 190.] 26 . , 
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city. Dr. Freligh was consequently the first conyert to homceopathj 
in Ulster county. 

lu 1841, Dr. Garrett D. Crispell, of Kingston, commenced the in- 
vestigation of homoeopathy. He had then been a practitioner of old 
school medicine about 18 years, having read with his brother, Dr. 
Peter Crispell, and received a license to practice in 1823. He says, 
* 'circumstances made it necessary for him to examine the claims of 
the new system." This examination resulted in his adoption of the 
law of similia as his rule of medical faith and therapeutical practice. 

He purchased Hahnemann's Organon and a few other books, and 
without any other teacher or counselor he went out to do battle with 
disease, while his adversaries, old school physicians,^kept up a strong 
and persistent fire in the rear. But the doctor had not become a 
homoeopath hastily and for a short time, but was determined to fight 
it out on that line. He says that about that time there was a great 
deal of epidemic scarlatina, in the treatment of which he was very 
successful. When he first adopted the new system, many of his 
former friends and patrons deserted him, but they returned when 
they saw the good results of his treatment of this direful disease* 
Dr. Crispell still resides in Kingston in the enjoyment of a largo 
practice. 

Dr. Daniel L. Everitt, of Modena, was the next to introduce 
homoeopathy into the county. He studied with Dr. Asahel Hough- 
ton, of St Andrews, Orange county, and graduated at the College 
of Physicians and Surgeons, New York city, in the spring of 1849. 
During the time he was a student, he and Dr. Houghton investigated 
and quietly tested the claims of the new system. Proceeding care- 
fully, and with an earnest desire to prove before adopting, they in- 
troduced the system into the region of country about St. Andrews, 
and into a few families about Modena. In the fall of 1849, Dr. 
Everitt opened an office and commenced practice at his father's, 
where he remained until about the first of March, 1850, when he re- 
moved to Modena village. It was soon known that he had adopted 
the law of similia as his rule of medical practice, and much was said 
for and against the system. 

At that time there was at Modena another physician, an old school 
practitioner, who had all the bigotry of his class, and who not only 
rejected but derided everything which did not emanate from the 
self-styled regular school. He had in his office two or three students, 
and he instilled into them uncompro^nising hostility to the new sys- 
tem. Nothing was so foolish — nothing was so utterly devoid of 
worth, as homoeopathy. It was looked upon as a fit subject for 
mirth and ridicule; and Dr. Everitt, who had been pronounced highly 
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qualified by one of the highest tribunals to practice the healing art, 
was called a quack and a humbug. But the doctor pursued the even 
tenor of his way, combating ridicule with argument and argument 
with demonstration. He was soon able to point to several cases 
which had long baffled the skill and 'learning of the old school as 
having been cured by following the teaching of homoeopathy, and 
the administration of the little pith. 

Dr. Everitt and Dr. Houghton both adopted the law of similia, and 
for a year or two labored together, one at Modena and the other at 
St. Andrews, to introduce it into Oraqge and Ulster counties. 

As is always the case, where there was the most intellectual cul- 
ture, there it was first believed in and adopted. Dr. Houghton soon 
after removed to New York city, where he still remains in the enjoy- 
ment of a large circle of warm friends and a high position in the 
profession. Dr. Everitt for several years had to fight the battle 
alone, but he rapidly attained practice, and soon had a ride which 
extended through all the lower towns of Ulster and the upper towns 
of Orange county. 

Homoeopathy became the ruling practice, and old drug medication 
and empiricism was left with few suppoiters. In the winter of 1851 
an old school practitioner tried to get into practice at Modena and 
failed. He soon left. Another tried it for a few years and then 
sought another field. Since then, Dr. Everitt has had the whole 
control of a large and prosperous section, and homoeopathy has had 
veiy little opposition. * • 

In the spring of 1855 the writer settled at Milton, in the town of 
Marlborough. He had studied medicine with Dr. Everitt, and at- 
tended a course of lectures at Castleton Medical College, Vt.; another 
at the homoeopathic college of Pennsylvania at Phiiadelphla, where 
he graduated. One month afterward he came to Milton. Milton 
had been and was then in the hands and under the control of old 
physic. For years the same family, through father and sons, had 
held undisputed sway over the community, with the exception of a 
few families who had adopted the Thumsonian practice. It was a 
hard field to attempt to occupy, but where there is a determination 
to conquer, victory will surely follow. For eleven years the pro- 
gress of homoeopathy in the region about Milton and Marlborough 
has been steady, and the system seems now to be firmly established. 
One fact favors the cause along the river, and particularly in such 
localities as Milton. The large number of summer boarders which 
annually resort there arc mostly made up of families who have been* 
under homoeopathic care in the city, and make it a point to spend 
the summer where they can have their favorite medical treatment, if 
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they are obliged to have any. I have known such a thing as an old 
school physician advising his patients to employ a homoeopath if 
' they could get one, for the reason that he would do no harm while 
one of his own school might. 

In the year 1861, Dr. Chades Hait settled at New Paltz, and com- 
menced the practice of homoeopathy in that town. He had studied 
under the instruction of Dr. Everitt, of Modena, and taken his degree 
at the Homoeopathic College of New York city. 

There had been some beginning made at New Paltz by Dr. Everitt. 
A few families scattered abou^the town had become convinced of the 
truth, and had embraced the doctrines of homoeopathy. Dr. Hait 
went there as an avowed enemy of empiricism, and read; at all times 
to measure the strength of the new system with the old. 

New Paltz was another of those strongholds, where a father and 
several sons after him had had almost entire control of the commu- 
nity in medical matters. Dr. Hait had to bear with much that was 
trying, and to endure a great deal that was intended to bring reproach 
upon his chosen pursuit. But he soon found patrons, and by his 
energy, and faithful performance of his duty to the sick and suffer- 
ing, bid fair to become as popular, as he was a successful physician. 
But his race was destined to be a short one. In the year 1862 he 
was attacked by diphtheria, of a very malignant type, and in a few 
days was numbered with the dead. He was a young man of fine 
promise and his prospects for a life of honor and usefulness %vere 
unusuaUy good. He only practiced about twenty months and died 
at the age of 24. Dr. Stephen W. Gerow shortly after took his 
place at New Paltz. 

Dr. Gerow studied with Dr. Everitt, at Modena, and attended lec- 
tures iu both the old and new schools, and graduated in the year 
1857. He entered into copartnership with his preceptor, and prac- 
ticed with him for about four j^ears, and then for a short time took 
up his abode in Newburgh, but, after the death of Dr. Hait settled 
at New Paltz, where he still resides. He has a large, and increasing 
practice. In the year 1858, Dr. Jernigan, of Saugerties, commenced 
the practice of bomceopathy, in that place. I have not been able to 
learn whether there had been any physician of that faith there before 
that time, except Dr. Freligh. 

In the year 1863, Dr. Frederick W. Ingalls, a graduate of Cleve- 
land Homoeopathic College, Ohio, settled in Kingston. He opened 
an office, and came out an open advocate of the doctrines of homoeo- 
.pathy. He has succeeded finely and has greatly enlarged the field 
in that part of the county. 

In the spring of 1865, the ranks of our school were strengthened 
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by the accession to them of Dr. Levi Shaffer, who renounced his alle- 
giance to the dogmas of empiricism, and ranged himself under the 
baimer of aimilia. Kingston has now three practicing homoeopaths. 

Dr. Hasbrouck, the secretary of our society, studied with Dr. Ev- 
eritt, and graduated at the New York Homceopathic Medical College, 
in the spring of 1865. He entered into partnership with his precep- 
tor, and takes the extended rides which Dr. Everitt from loss of 
health is unable to endure. % 

Dr. Charles Ketchum studied with Dr. Everitt, and graduated at 
the same time with Dr. E. Husbrojuck. .After a few months with 
Dr. Gerow, at New Paltz, he settled at Tuthill, where he still remains. 

In the same year, Dr. Matthew McCollum located at New Hurly, 
and commenced the practice of homoBopathy. He informs me that 
the system is taking strong hold on the community there. 

In the winter of 1866, Dr. Cameron, a. graduate of .New York Ho- . 
moeopathic Medical College, settled at Rondout, and already has a 
fine practice, and is spreading a knowledge of the blessings of 
homcBopathy through that flourishing village. 

Dr. Wilson, in the town of Loyd, is a practitioner of homoeopathy. 

These are all I. believe who have come out as avowed believers in 
the great truth of " similia similibus curantur" 

Several young men are preparing themselves for the work, and 
will in a year or two occupy^'more of the available ground which our 
county still has within its borders. Four of those who now practice 
were educated in the faith of allopathy, but saw their error, and 
reformed. 

Eight of those mentioned in this paper are and were graduates of 
homoeopathic colleges, while two are men who have not as yet 
graduated at a medical college. But the greatest benefit the com- 
munity have derived is from the effect homoeopathy has had upon the 
old practice in modifying the dose, and making known new remedies. 
I will mention a few instances. The use of aconite in febrile affec- 
tions; of belladonna in congestions, and scarlatina; veratnim in pneu- 
monia; camphor in cholera, and diseases of an analogous character. 
These are positive facts, but there are a great many of a negative 
type. There is not as much bleeding, blistering and purging, as 
formerly. Qdomel, and tartarized antimony, are not as recklessly 
given as heretofore. More attention is paid to the value of pure air, 
and proper regimen, and in numberless ways homoeopathy has shed 
its benign blessings far beyond the circle of its immediate influence. 

But to return to our history. We see that the pioneers were Dr. 
Fieligh in the north. Dr. Crispell in the middle, and Dr. Everitt in 
the south parts of the county. These men were graduates of the old 
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0chooL When they belieyed they had foand what so long many had 
claimed was the great desideratum of the A^hooln, and declared their 
adoption of homceopathy, they were treated as though they had loet 
the use of their reason, and were called many hard names. They 
have persevered, and have lived to see the system of their ehoiee 
and adoption spread through all the world, and take its stand in a 
legal point of view with the most honored of institutions. 

.With the youfger members of our school, in this county, lies the 
responsibility of carrying on the work begun by the seniors. They 
are all men of enterprise, ^inshackled by antique notionsy and obso- 
lete theories. They have superior advantages in the way of colleges 
founded upon, and which carry out the teachings of the great law of 
stmilia. They have an extensive and valuable literature, the pro- 
duct of the enlightenment, and advancement of the nineteenth cen- 
tury. They are no longer subject to the scorn, and ridicule of any 
class or clique, in medical science. They stand before the law upon 
as high ground as the members of any other school in medicine. The 
Transactions ,of our State Medical Society and Annual Seport is a 
valuable, and interesting public document, to which we can point 
with pride and pleasure. Let the motto of our school be the same 
as our State '' Excelsior,'' and while we endeavor to place the law of 
" similia mmilibtis curantttr,^' before the eyes of the public as the 
only trustworthy rule of medical practice, let us continually keep 
before our own view, the importance of higher attainments which 
can only be gained by investigation, trial, and proof. The time i» 
coming when assertion must give place to fact, and they to demon* 
stration. • 

Life Assurance Companies are already seeing the results of the two 
systems^ and make their tables accordingly,, and very much in favor 
of those habitually using homoeopathy. Statistics show that life is 
longer in the average under homoeopathic medication, or it is shortened 
under other modes of treatment, one or the other horn of the dilemma 
our opponents must take. Let them choose. In either case we are 
satisfied to go on proving all things, and holding fast that which is 
good. 
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WASHINGTON COUNTY HOMCE OP ATHIC MEDICAL 

SOCIETY. 

ARTICLE LXXI. 

• List of Officers, Delegates and Member^/ 1866. 

Officers Elected. 

Dr. D. H. Bullard Glens Falls President. 

John Sarle North Granville . . Vice President. 

George W. Little Fort Edward Secretary and Treaa. 

Cenaw's. 

Dr. Charles Lowrey Union Village..., Washington county. 

George H. Beach Sandy Hill do 

H. K. Bennett North Hartford do 

Delegates to the State HomceopatJdc Medical Society. 
Dr. Charles Lowrey, Dr. H. J. Ward. 

Members. 

Dr. W. G. Wolcott Whitehall Washington county. 

David H. Bullard. . . Glens Falls do 

George W. Little Fort Edward do 

James Rice Fort Ann . do 

John Sarle «.. Nonh GranyilW do 

Hiram J. Ward do ... do 

Charles Lowrey Union Village do 

H. K. Bennett , . North Hartford do 

George H. Beach Sandy Hill do 

The annual meeting for the election of officers is held on the sec- 
ond Wednesday in June; the semi-annual on the third Wednesday 
in J^uary. 
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WAYNE COUNTY HOM(EOPATHIC MED. SOCIETY. 

List of OfBoen, Ddegatcs, Committees and Members. 

Officers Elected, June 5, 1866. 

Dr. 8. D. Sherman Lyons President 

M, F. Sweeting South Butler Vice President 

Edwin E. Heath Palmyra Secretary and Treas. 

Censors. 

Dr. A. G. Austin . . ., Williamson Wayne county. 

M. F. Sweeting South Butler do 

S.D.Sherman Lyons do 

Delegates to the State Homoeopathic Medical Societt/. 
Drs. A. G. Austin, M. F. Sweeting. 

Alternates. 
Drs. L. Ooedecke, E. R Heath.« 

Delegate to fthe Cayvga County HomcRopalhic Medical Society. 
Dr. O. C. Parsons. 

Delegate to the Oneida County Homoeopathic Medical Society. 
Dr. E. E. Heath. 

Delegate to the Onondaga County Homoeopathic Medical Society. 
Dr. M. F. Sweeting. 

Delegate to the Monroe County Homoeopathic Medical Society. 
Dr. E. R. Heath. 

Committees. ♦ 

Drs. S. D. Sherman and O. C. Parsons, Theory and Practice of Medi- 
cine. 
A. G. Austin and M. F. Sweeting, Obstetrics. 
W. F. Sherman, Surgical Cases. 
E. R. Heath; Materia Medica. 
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Honorary Members. 

Dr. A. P. Throop New York New York county. 

CM. Boyce..* Auburn Cayuga do 

J. W. Sheldon Syracuse Onondaga do 

Carroll Dunham New York New York do 

Prof. Ad. Lippe Philadelphia .... Pennsylvania. 

Members. 

Dr. a C. Childs Clyde... Wayne county. 

Stephen D. Sherman Lyons do 

L. Goedecke do do 

Durfee Chase Palmyra do. 

EdwinR. Heath do do 

Cyrus Allen do do 

M. F. Sweeting South Butler do 

A.G.Austin.. Williamson do 

O. C. ParsonSp Newark do 

A.W. Hendrick.. West Walworth.. do 

W.P.Sherman Lyons do 

The annual meeting is held on the first Tuesday of June; the semi- 
-annual on the first Tuesday of December. 



ARTICLE LXXII. 

Report of the Wayne County Homceopathic Medical Society, comprising: 

A. Proceedings of the Second Semi-Annual Meeting, held Decemb^ 6, 1866. 

B. Proceedings of the Third Annual Meeting, held June 5, 1866. 

By the Secretary, E. R. HEAtn,. M. D., of Palmyra. 

A. 

pROCEKDfNGS OF THE SeCOND SeMI-AnNUAL MeETING. 

The Society met at the oflBce of Dr. D. Chase, in the village of 
Palmyra, the President, Dr. Chase, in the chair. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 

On motion, Dr. Chase was requested to forward an account of his 
conversion to and adoption of homoeopathy, to the chairman of the 
committee on the History of the Introduction and Progress of 
Homoeopathy in Wayne county, for insertion in his report. 

Communications. — Prof, Ad. Lippe, Intermittent Fever. 

This report gave »ise to a general discussion, in which the homoeo- 
pathicity of quinine was advocated by nearly all the members pre- 
sent. On motion, Dr. Lippe was requested to send his article to the 
Review for publication. 

Dr. J. C. Raymond, Congestion of the Brain with Paralysis. Dr. 
M. M. Gardner, Lachesis in Stomatitis. Dr. Wm. L. Woodbury, 
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Nitric Acid in the Treatment of Headaebe. Dr. Dayid I. Chaffee, 
Cancer and Necrosis. Dr. Goedecke^ Beport on Clinical Medicine^ 
Cases of Polypus uteri; Scabies inveterati; Carcinama facieii, and 
Hasmoptysis. 

The following, for want of time, were not read: Dr. J. C. Ray- 
mond, Cases of Dropsy. Dr. Carroll Dunham, Remarks on Aloes. 
Dr. H. Robinson, Jr., Asiatic Cholera, Dr. £. R. Heath. Mercurivs 
corrosivus. 

Dr. Sweeting reported a case of cancer of the breast treated with 
conium maculatum. 

Dr. Childs*stated that a paroxysm of intermittent fever,* occurring 
in the afternoon, and the next attack in the morning, was a charac- 
teiistic symptom of eupatorium perfoliatum. 

Dr. Heath read an article on Asiatic chc/lera, and, in connection 
therewith, presented the following resolutions, which were unani- 
mously adopted: 

Whereas, A terrible and deadly epidemic is about to visit our 
land, imperiling the lives of thousands of our fellow tnen, not o»ly 
by disease, but also by the alarm and anxiety consequent thereupon; 
and as unity and concert of action among physicians tends to lessen 
such mortality and advance the science of medicine, and since the 
reports, now existing in the archives of the British Parliament, show 
a death rate of thirty-six and two-tenths per cent, under allopathic 
treatment, and of sixteen and four-tenths per cent under homoeo- 
pathic treatment, as the comparative results of the two modes of 
treatment, daring the cholera epidemic of 1854; and 

Whereas, Dr. McLoughlin, an eminent allopathic physician, of targe 
experience in the treatment of cholera, together with the Govern- 
ment Inspector of Cholera Hospitals, indorsed the report drawn up 
by the committee of the homoeopathic profession, containing an 
account of the method of treatment adopted by them, whereby the 
death rote was sixteen and four-tenths per cent; and since it would 
seem best to preserve a record of all the cases of cholera occurring 
during the coming season, therefore. 

Resolved, That we will use our utmost endeavors to prevent the 
disease so much feared, and that we highly censure the conduct of 
those physicians who, living near each other, arc continually at vari- 
ance, thus depriving themselves and the community of the mutual 
benefit that might arise from association and a free interchange of 
opinion. 

Resolved, Thet we give oar hearty support to that mode of prac- 
tice which statistics show to be the most beneficial in the cure of- 
disease. 

Resolved, That a vote of thanks be tendered Dr. McLoughlin for- 
the fearless and open manner iu which he expresses his convictions, 
and that we consider his action as typical of that of the true prao- 
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tjtioner having at heart the interests of mankind and the advancement 
of the science of medicine. 

Resolved, That each practitioner be requested to keep a record of 
all cases of cholera treated by himself or coming under his notice, 
whether successful or otherwise, the two results to be kept separate, 
and that a copy of such reports be sent to the secretary of the county 
society to which he belongs, or to the secretary of the nearest county 
society, should there be none in the county in which he resides. 

Resolved^ That the secretories of the several county societies be 
requested to preserve a copy on file of said report, and to transmit 
a duplicate copy to the State Secretary for publication in the Trans- 
actions of the State Society; and furthermore 

Resolved, That these resolutions be incorporated in the published 
mintttes of this meeting, and that thirty copies be sent to the Sec- 
retary of the State Society for distribution among the secretaries of 
the several county societies in the State of New York. 

On motion, discretionary power was given the secretary to procure 
diplomas for the Society, similar to the sample preseuted at this 
meeting. 

The Society then adjourned. 

B. 

• Proceedings op the Thikd Annual Meeting. 

The Society met at the Newark hotel, in the village of Newark, 
Tuesday June 5, 1866, the vice-president. Dr. Sweeting, in the chair. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 

Communications. — ^Dr. H. Robinson, jr., Asiatic cholera. Prof. 
Ad. Lippe, hcemorrhage in typhoid fever. 

Dr. Parsons reported a case of cholera infantum cured by one 
dose of arsenicum. 

A free discussion followed with reference to hygienic regulations 
in the treatment of typhoid fever, and many interesting cases were 
verbally reported. 

The secretary presented the following statement respecting the 
Atlantic Mutual Life Insurance Company: 

The officers of this company rely for support especially upon the 
Influence and co-op€^ation of physicians and patrons of the homoeo- 
pathic school. Perceiving the impropriety of insuring the patrons 
of the homoeopathic and allopathic systems of practice upon equal 
rates, they have decided to make a distinction in favor of the former 
class. Accordingly, they propose, not only to make an annual 
deduction of ten per cent from the regular rates charged by other 
first class companies on all premiums paid by the adherents of homoeo- 
pathy, but, if practicable, to make a still greater reduction. Inas- 
much as the comparative rates of mortality are not definitely ascer- 
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tained, and as the results of a few years' experience will probablj; 
establish the fact of a difference of twenty to twenty-five per cent., 
the officers of this company intend to base the apportionment of the 
dividends upon the ratio, of nK)rta1ity, in order that the adherents of 
homoeopathy may receive the full benefit of increased longevity to 
which their system is entitled. 

The practical advantage of this plan, which has never been adop- 
ted by any other company, will be applied in increasing the divi- 
dends or in diminishing the per centage of premium, as the case may- 
be, in proportion as the ratio of longevity is increased. Still another 
advantage is derived from the fact, that the exact superiority of the 
homoeopathic system of medical treatment over that of all others, 
will be conclusively demonstrated. 

The practitioners and patrons of the new system will readily 
perceive that their interests will be permanently promoted by 
givikig to this enterprise their united and cordial support, as itS' 
success is coincident with the viterests of the homoeopathic practice • 
of medicine. 

The following resolutions were adopted: 

W/iereasy The Atlantic Mutual Life Insurance Company has 
acknowledged the superior advantages of homoeopathy, by deduct- 
ing ten pel' cent from the regular rates charged by other first class 
life insurance companies on all premiums paid by practical honi- 
oeopathists ; and whereas a preference is given homoeopathic 
physicians as examiners. 

Resolved, That we heartily indorse the distinctive feature adopted 
by said company, and hereby pledge our utmost influence and co- 
operation to the advancement of the interests of companies which 
discriminate in favor of the adherents of the homoeopathic 3ystem 
of medical treatment. 

On motion, Dr. W. F. Sherman was elected a member of the 
society. 

Dr. A. W. Hendrick, of West Walworth, presented himself for 
membership. On the recommendation of the censors, he was 
granted a diploma and duly elected a member of this society. 

On motion, the following resolution was adopted: 

Resolved, That Prof, l/ippe be elected an honorary member of 
this socfety, and that a vote of thanks be tendered him for the able 
paper he presented at this meeting of the society. 

On motion, the annual electipn of officers was held. See list on 
page 408, 

The society then adjourned, to meet at the office of Dr. Sherman, 
in the village of Lyons, Tuesday, December 4, 1866. 
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ARTICLE LXXIII. 

Reports of Clinical Cases. By L. Goedecke, M. D., of Lyons, N. T. 

Case I. — Polypus Uteri, — A lady sixty years of age, of bilious con- 
stitution, slender form and nervous temperament, applied to me for re- 
lief from the following symptoms: Bearing down, distention, leucor- 
rhoea, pain extending to the lower limbs and great nervousness. She at 
first refused to allow a local examination, because her former physician 
(a homoeopathist), had not found any displacement or other derange- 
ment. She finally consented, however, and the cause of her trouble was 
found to be a polypus attached to the uterus. Calcarea carb., admin- 
istered internally, removed the ti^mor in the space of two weeks. 

Case II. — Scabies Invetei'cUa. — A youiig lady seventeen years of 
age, had suffered with this disease five years, until she was reduced 
almost to a skeleton; her whole body being covered with a dry, itch- 
ing crust. All remedies failed to reach her case; even her consti- 
tutional development had been prevented by the influence of disease. 
Sulphui-^® and mercurius^, alternately, removed in the course of 
three months, not only the disease, but remarkably improved her 
general appearance. 

Case III. — Carcinovia Facialis. — A gentleman fifty years of age, 
had been for three years unable to work, and at the time I saw him 
was confined to his room, and much of his time to his bed. All med- 
ical help failed to arrest the progress of the disease; hesufiered con- 
stant pjiin, and was unable to sleep. He presented a sad picture of 
human misery. The left side of his face showed a fearful excavation 
from five to ten inches in diameter; the teeth and part of the jaws on 
that side were gone, and a putrid fluid exud(^ from the diseased 
surface. After a very careful examination, I selected sulphur as the 
appropriate remedy. Sulphur^o together with external applications 
of cloths saturated with lukewarm water, changed the whole aspect 
of the sore in four weeks into a fresh, pleasant looking wound. Ar- 
senicum alb.20 produced in the succeeding four weeks a fine, healthy 
looking skin over the edges of the wound, and at the end of the third 
month his health was so far restored that he was discharged. 

Case IV. — HcemoptT/ais. — A gentleman, thirty-four years of 
age, who had been suflering for ten days with constant bleed- 
ing of the lungs, under the treatment of two of our step-brothers of 
the allopathic school, he sought my assistance at night between one 
and two o'clock. His extremities were cold and covered with clammy 
sweat; pulse feeble and almost suppressed; a return of bleeding was 
caused by every slight cough or motion. Aconite* arrested the 
haemorrhage in fifteen minutes; in half an hour warmth was restored 
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tb the surface. I then prescribed aconite^ and china^ alternately, and 
left him. At 9 a. m., found the patient steadily improving. 

Case V. — Sporadic Qholei^a. — In the latter part of last summer, 
during the season of warm days and cool nights, the disease called by 
others, cholera morbus, appeared in this vicinity in the form of an 
epidemic, which, under the old school treatment, generally proved 
fatal. My patients presented the following symptoms: cold extremi- 
ties, pulse weak and at times nearly suppressed; severe pain in the 
stomach and bowels with frequent discharges, constant nausea and 
vomiting of green, bilious or watery fluid; entire discouragement. 
Chamomilla and ipecacuanha, generally arrested the vomiting and 
diarrhcea in the course of an hour, and a few days of careful attention 
to diet restored the digestive organs to perfect health. 



ARTICLE LXXIV. 

Hsamorrhage in Typhus Fever. By Prof. Ad. Lippe, of Philadelphia. 

Haemorrhage in typhus fever may be two-fold, viz. : active and 
passive. The active hcemorrhage generally appears at the height of 
the disease, and is known by bleeding of the nose; the more pletho- 
ric the patient and the more inclined to congestions to the head, the 
more subject is he to hiemorrhages. Bleeding at the nose will often 
occur when, from the beginning of the disease, the patient suflTers 
from violent headache and delirium, and shows that the true crisis 
hsis arrived. It is advisable not to check this symptom, although it 
may cause the patient much inconvenience, frequently compelling 
him to assume the sitting posture, as the blood flows down the pos- 
terior nares when he is in the horizontal position and descends into 
the throat, causing great distress. The bMn, however, is much re- 
lieved, the fever abates, and the bleeding will often cease of itself, 

In persons of intemperate habits, it continues longer, and is very 
likely to return at intervals. If it should be thought necessary to 
check the bleeding at the nose, rhus tox is the proper remedy when 
the blood is of a bright red color. Sometimes the blood coagulates 
quickly in the nostrils, forming therein a heavy plug ; crocus sativa 
is indicated in such cases. The hsBmorrhage should never be checked 
by mercurius, as that remedy has no analogy to typhus, and its ad- 
ministration will invariably be followed by disastrous consequences. 

In rare cases the bleeding occurs from the nose, ears, eyes and 
mouth; this cannot be considered a crisis, and will find its remedy in 
ipecacuanha, elaps, crotalis and lachesis. Very rarely the perspira- 
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tion becomes bloody, and in that condition nux mosch., lachesisor 
arnica, will best correspond with all the symptoms of the patient. 

The most serious haemorrhage occurs in cases of protracted typhus 
fever resembling typhus putridus. The disease having run its course, 
the crisis, or perhaps only a partial crisis may occur, the symptoms 
having been subdued by the appropriate medicines, yet it is appa- 
rent that the recovery is but lingering. On the second or third week, 
often oil the twinty-first day of the disease, a haemorrhage from the 
bowels takes place, which is very weakening to the patient and ren- 
ders it necessary to seek the proper remedy without delay. The 
blood so discharged is very thin, of a dirty brown or red color; or 
it is a pasty, blackish mucus, iike liver, reacting like an alkali, 
wantihg in fibrine and soon passing into putrefaction. Hyperinosis is 
always present when this haemorrhage occurs in tvphus fever, and in 
former days this symptom was always considered fatal and as indi- 
cating a deuteropathic sepsis. The most important remedies are 
alumina, arsenicum, elaps, lachesis, crotalis, arnica, carbo veg. phos- 
phorus, lycopodium, nux moschus and china. » 

Alumina is indicated by a*profuse discharge of a coagulated mucus 
resembling liver with serum, without pain but great weakness. The 
desire to evacuate is unaecompanied by pain, and but for the great 
debility, the patient would suppose he had had a natural stool. 

Arsenicum is required by very offensive discharges preceded by 
pain in the abdomen and small of the back, and accompanied by 
thirst and great restlessness. 

Elaps — The blood is black, but fluid. 

Arnica — ^The blood is bright red, but clotted. 

Carlo veg. — Great weakness; blood, and sometimes mucus, is dis- 
charged with the faeces. 

Lachesis — The blood is mixed with pus; very offensive. 

Lycopodium. — ^Large quantities of fluid blood are discharged with 
the faeces. , 

Nux mosch. is especially indicated by induration of the liver and 
feinting in connection with the hflemorrhage. 

Other concurrent symptoms may, in a given instance, indicate 
other remedies than those we have mentioned, but those cases will be 
rare. 

For the last twenty years of my own practical experience in this 
locality, alumina, administered in a single dose, highly attenuated, 
has never failed to check all haemorrhages from the rectum, occurring 
in typhus, and within that period no case of this kind has terminated 
fatally. 
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WESTCHESTER COUNTY HOMCEOPATHIC MEDICAL 

SOCIETY. 

/ 

List of Officers, Delegates, Committees and Members. 

Officers elected January 31, 1866. 

Dr. L. W. Flagg Yonkers President. 

H. C. Jones Mount Vernon Vice President. 

T. C. Fanning- Tarry town Sec'y and Treas'r. 

Censors. 

Dr. Henry Beakley Peekskill Westchester Co. 

W.B. Ropes Dobbs Ferry do 

E. V. Brdwn ^. Tarrytown do 

Delegates to the State Homoeopathic Medical Society. 
Dr. Henry Beakley. Dr. W. B. Ropes. Dr. L. W. Flagg. 

Committees, 
Drs. H. M. Smith, C. Dunham and L. W. Flagg, to procure seal 
for use of the Society. 

Members, 

Dr. H. M. Smith Hastings Westchester Co. 

H.C.Jones Mount Vernon do 

L. W. Flagg Yonkers do 

H.Kinsley do do 

T. C. Fanning Tarrytown do 

. E.V.Brown do do 

Henry Beakley Peekskill do 

J. Johnson Sing Sing do 

Carroll Dunham Irvington * do 

W. B. Ropes Dobbs Ferry do 

A. L. Comstock Mount Kisko do 

Swazey Yonkers do 

James D.Sloan Cold Spring l*utnam county. 

Wm. E. ^uckley Brewsters do 

The annual meeting is held on the last Wednesday in January; 
the semi-annual meeting at such time and place as may be determined 
upon at the annual meeting. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



PSOCKBMROS OF MBBTraOS. 417 

ARTICLE LXXV. 

Beport of the Westchester County Homoeopathic Medical Society, oomprismg: 

A. Proceedings of the First Semi-Annual Meeting, held June 2l8t, 1865. 

B. Proceedings of the Second Annual Meeting, held January 31st, 1866. 

Bj the Secretary, T. C. Fankino, M. D., of Tarrytown. 

A. 

PbOCEEDINOS OF THE SeMI- ANNUAL MEETING. 

The semi-annua] meeting was held at Yonkers, June 21st, 1865, 
at the residence of Dr. L. W. Flagg. 

The meeting was called to order by the president, Dr. Flagg. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and, after an amend- 
ment by Dr. Dunham, approved. 

The following gentlemen were unanimously elected members of 
the Society: 

Dr. H. Kinsley, of Yonkers; • Dr. A. L. Comstock, Mount Easko; 
Dr. Hv Beakley, of Peekskill; Dr« J. Johnson, Sing Sing; Dr. J. 
D. Sloan, Cold Spring. ' 

Dn Smith, of the committee appointed to procure a seal, presented 
a proof which was accepted, and the committee requested to con- 
tinue, complete their duties, and report at the next meeting. 

Dr. Dunham presented ** the protest," published on page 564, 
Vol. 5, of the Americim Homoeopathic Beview, for the approval of 
t|ie Society. 

B. 

Pboceedings of the Annual Meeting. 

The regular annual meeting of the Society was held at Yonkers, 
on Wednesday, January 31st, 1866, at the house of Dr. Flagg. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved* 

Dr. Swazey, of Yonkers, was nominated for membership by the 
president, and, on motion, seconded by Dr. Hopes, was duly elected 
a member of the Society. 

The officers were all re-elected. 

The report of the treasurer was read and accepted. 

A communication from the secretaiy of the Wayne County Homoeo- 
pathic Medical Society was read, and on motion of Dr. Beakley laid 
on the table. 

By request of the Society, Dr. Kinsley gave a general statement 
of his experience in the various epidemics of cholera; in the earlier 
epidemics, as an allopathist, and as a homosopathiat in that of 1849: 

Whole number of cases of cholerine treated 477 

do deaths 
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Whole number of cases of cholera toeirtveid 25 

do deaths * 4 

do oholera infantam treated .- 97 

do deaths 1..-^. 1 

do dysenteiy treated. -• 142 

do deaths 

In his experience cholera was aiway6, without exception, preceded/ 
by diarrhoea. 

Dr. Beakley related his experience with regard to the treatment 
of cholera. He had suffered from two attacks of the disease, one in 
1849, and the other in 1860. 

Dr. Sjnsley thought there was contagion; was commanicated by 
the breath and eyacuations of cholera patients. 

Dr. Beakley considered rlius tox. a sovereign remedy for the 
cramps of cholera. He also reported a case of cancer of the nose 
cared by phytolacca decandra, administered int^*nally and ektemally. 

The semi-annual meeting was appointed to be hel^l on the fint 
Wednesday of June, at the house of Dr. Eingley, Yonkers. 

The next annual meeting will be held nib the offioe o€ I^. Flagg, 
Yonkers. 



ARTICLE LXXVL 

Report on Clinical Medicine. Ooffea in the treatment of Odontalgia. By T. C. ^AH- 
KiKO, M. D», of Tarrytown. 

March 6th, 1863. Mrs. A., called at my office for some laedicine 
for "her daughter Mrs. B., who was suffering from toothache. Grave 
her chamomilla ^^, to be dissolved in half a tumbler of water and a 
teaspoonful taken in one or two hours, according to the severity of 
the pain. 

8th. I was called to see Mrs. B. and found that the chamomilla 
had rather aggravated than relieved the pain. I found her a young 
woman, aged 26 years, with dark hair, dark eyes, rather dark com- 
plexion and lively, cheerful disposition. Some days previously she 
had had a number of teeth filled, which was followed by odontalgia 
and facial neuralgia, the pain being of an indescribable character, 
throughout the jaws and face, worse when lying down and at nighty 
and only relieved by holding cold water in the mouth, the relief 
ceasing so soon as the water became warm. She had been similarly 
affected after having teeth filled, each year about the same season for 
three years. Prescribed mercurius soL ^ to be ti^n in the same 
way that the chamomilla was taken. 

9th. No effect was obse^Tcd from the mercury. Clave pulfiatillaiQ 
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in the saime manner. Mrs. A. asked me if I could not give her daugh- 
ter something to make her sleep, as the pain prevented her from 
sleeping at all. Thinking that coffea might relieve the nervous 
excitability which iras present mid enable her to sleep, especially as 
she did not use oofiee as a beverage, I gave some pellets of coffea *** 
to be dissolved as the others had been and a teaspoonful taken every 
half hour for two hours after going to bed, if the pain should not be 
relieved by the pulsatilla before that time. No effect was observed 
from pulsatilk, but after the second dose of coffea she slept nearly 
twelve hours, awoke free from pain and had no return of it. 

Surprised at the entire removal of the pain by coffea I searched 
the materia medioa {T'Hnks)^ for any indications of relief of any 
symptom by cold applications, but found none either in the proving 
or clinical records of coflba. 

Fear of offering something to the profession which might be con- 
sidered of no value) or, on the other hand, be known to every one 
but myself, prevented me from sending a repbrt of this ca^e to the 
Review^ unlil Dr* Hale's oases appeared. It then oocurred to me that 
I mighty without impropriety in reporting the caise, urge ^others to 
learn wisdom from my experience and niver hesitate to report a case 
in which a single remedy has evidently removed any well defined 
symptom or condition, which may or may not appear in the proving 
and has not already been abundantly verified clinically. As, ih this 
instance, the first report will doubtless frequently elidt another to 
corroborate it. Such reports are especially desirable at this time 
when Dr. Bering is preparing his Materia Medica for publication, 
and every true homceopathic physician should consider it a duty, as 
well as privilege, to oontribute any thing in his power to the perfec- 
tion of that work. 



\ 



ARTICLE LXXVII. 

Beport on Clinical Medicine. Lithium CarboniciuQ. Bj T. C Faitviko^ M. D., of • 

twrytown. ^ 

Miss , aged about 26 years, with brown hair, quick nervous 

temperament and rather thin in flesh, called on me June 29th, 1863,. 
and gave the following history: about two years ago, took cold by - 
getting wet feet, affecting the right ^idney and bladder; the trouble 
soon subsided, however, to be renewed with every new cold until 
last August (1862), when it became permanent. 

In November, 1862, went to the Woman's Hospital, Madison ave- 
nue, and remained t^ere three months. The first operation here was 
for contraction and curvature of the cervix uteri, which resulted iuj 
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inflammation of the parta and complete amonorrhoea. Fftiling here 
they turned their attention to the bladder and first used injections of 
ferri per sulphuris which stopped the discharges of blood, which for 
four months previously had followed urination. Applications of 
chromic acid and glycerine were made to the inflamed oa uteri. Blis- 
ters were applied over the right kidney, and a seton was established 
over the xight ovary. " Every thiug had not yet been done " how- 
ever for the poor patient; but, alas, she was mortal, her strength was 
failing and it was feared would not suffice to sustain her through an 
operation which had been successfully performed in other cases, and 
would certainly cure her bladd^ which was still inflamed and ulcer* 
ated near the cervix. • The operation proposed was to make a vesioo- 
viiginal' fistula, then cure the ulceration and inflammation, and then 
cure the fistula. She was advised to leave the hospital and return 
when 'her'general health should be sufficiently re-established to jus- 
tify the operation. She left Madison avenue in February, and in 

March went to St. Luke's Hospital. Here Dr. made a vaginal 

examination, and condeomed the operation which had been per- 
formed; said there was a tumefaction on the right side (ovary?), 
which ought to be reduced; tried to pass the sound but could not; 
thopgfat there wa^ occlusion of the os internum, and that nothiif 
oould l^e dope for her until she should be stronger; did not examine 
the Madder. 

She left St. Luke's in May, and, confessedly faithless, at the 
solicitations of friends, applied to me June 19th. I made no vagi- 
nal examination (a procedure which I always avoid, if possible), but 
elicited the following symptoms:. 

Soreness of bladder and feeling as if a sharp instrument had been 
thrust into the neck of the bladder in micturition. Once in two or 
three weeks a discharge of yellowish matter with each evacuation 
of the bladder for twenty-four hours, and micturition is then par- 
ticularly painful. Feeling of soreness at cervix vesicae, especially 
on right side. Urination every half to one and a halT hours. 
Sometimes pain in right kidney, removed by warmth to feet and 
back. Urine turbid. Great pain in the bladder attended with 
afternoon fever, which lasts until she goes to bed, and subsides 
with profuse sweat, especially on the back. Aching, apparently in 
'cervix uteri about every two weeks, lasting three or four days, 
relieved by lying with rifi:ht thigh flexed, in which position she 
always sleeps now. Inability to lie on right side on account of pain 
in the right iliac region, low down. Menstruation reappeared about 
five weeks ago for the first time since the operation at the Woman's 
Hospital, lasting (as usual) seven days. Flow dark, very, ofiensive. 
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sometimes olotted (not 80 last time), aori'd (last time only) preceded 
by pain in back, uneasiness and inability to sleep, and aggrayation 
of pain and aching in the bladder (and oyary), attended by the same 
with nalusea. Occasional slight leucorrhcea. General weakness. 
Decided mental depression; hopeless as to relief from her sufferings. 
On comparing these sjmptoms with the following, contained in 
the proving of lithium carb. (Review, Vol. IV., p. 9), the applica- 
bility of that drug will readily be perceived t 

1. Disposition to weep about his lonesome condition. 

2. The whole night, anxiety and feeling of helplessness. 

106. Violent pain transversely in the abdomen in the upper part 
of the vesical region. 

125. Bestlessness in the region of the kidneys. 

127. Sensitive pain, sharp pressure in the vesical region, more on 
the right side; about ten minutes after passing water. 

129. Pain in the region of the neck of the bladder on the right. 

138. Frequent urination. 

141. Urination painful. 

148. Turbid urine with much mucoukbdeposit 

150. Urine more scanty and dark, very acrid; it pains when being 
passed, like lye upon an irritable surface. 

153. ^ Very frequent urination, 'disturbing in sleep. 

164. The menses are three or four days later and diminished* 
.165. When taken before the menses, the symptoms were most 
violent on the left side; when taken after tiie menses on the right 
side. 

231. Prostration of the whole body, especially in the knee-joints 
and sacrum. 

251. Very copious sweat. 

252. Sweat on the back of the hands. 

July 4th. Menses appeared again yesterday (after six weeks), flow 
dark with bright clots, and the aching was relieved by it. Gave 
lithium carb., to be dissolved in half a tumbler of water, and a 
spoonful taken three times daily after the cessation of the menses. 

13th. Better; can retain water three or four hours; less pain and 
soreness. Appetite better and feels stronger. 

30th. Continued to improve till 'July 25th, when she took cold 
and again passed what seemed to be matter, and since then there 
had been more burning and pain in the bladder. Water now clear 
and passed about four times daily. Gave ignatia^ to be taken every 
third hour. 

August 1st. Better; burning about gone, some pain still. Lithium 
once daily- 
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6th. Still better; barnipg all gone; pain only momentary in pa8»^ 
ing water. Spirits goad. Sleeps well, only rising twice to mic- 
turate. 

September 17tL Has menstruated reguWly three or four days 
late, and without pain in back, for the first time in more than two 
years. For three weeks past haa suffered much from soreness at the 
cervix vesiceg, right side, especially whea walking, going daum stairs 
or lying on right side. Urine has a slight deposit (purulent?). Sua* 
pecting that the lithium might haye been continued too long, I now 
^ave sach. lact. 

SiStK For psat two days has been decidedly better; last night lay 
for the most of the night on the right side, only rising once .to 
luinate, and only once the night before. Urine clear. 

The above is the last entry in my note book in regard to this case. 

In November, Miss went to New York to remain for the winter, 

and while there consulted another physician,rwho^ to my application 
for information respecting the case, makes the followiag mply: 

**Miss came under my care November Slst, 1863« Her 

symptoms indicated inflamnui^n of the urethra, in whioh I discov- 
ered a po^lypus at the meatusrt I removed it with a. ligatuve and she 
was much relieved in three days. The uterus waa enlarged and 
prolapsed, ulcerated at the os, showing, where Dr. Simma had scari- 
fied it severely, which scarifications had not healed.. The case 
passed from under my hands before the uterus was p^eotly eured." 

Aft a summing up of the case, so &r as it wais under my care, I 
may say that the very speedy improvement following the admims- 
tri^tion of the remedy, leaves no room for doubt as to its beneficial 
effect; but in consequence of the removal of the patient, ihere ia an 
lyicertainty as to the extent and permanency of its action in the 
case. I think I have good reason, however, to believe that lithram 
cured tike ovarian inflammation, including dysmenorrhoBa and the 
txouble remaining in the right kidney, and so far relieved the vesical 
dijSculty that the patient regained her usual appetite and spirits, 
and was able to enjoy life, which, before taking the remedy, bad 
been only a soui-ce of continual agony for months, and from which 
she longed to be relieved by death, if no other means could be 
found. Eeferring to the symptoms, Nos. 2, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 12 and 13, 
were entirely removed, ^nd material relief was afforded to Nos. 1, 
3 and 4 . The menstrual function, was restored to its normal con- 
dition. * 

Without doubt, my want of more complete success in this C9se arose 
from neglect of Hahnepiann's third precaution. Had I prescribed saoh. 
lact. on or before August 6th, I do not think I should have had 
<cause to comphun of the report of September 17th. 
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ARTICLE LXXVIII. 

Oircalar, addressed to the HomcBopathic Medical Profession of the State of New York* 
By the Secretaries of the State Medical Society — H. Bartok Fellows, M. D., 
Sennett, Cayuga County, N. Y., Corresponding Secretary; H. M. Paike, M. D., 
104 State street Albany, N. Y., Recording Secretary. 

The object designed to be accomplished in the formation of the 
State Medical Society is, as stated in article first of the constitution, 
the " advancement of medical science.^' To render this purpose prac- 
tically effective, advantage is taken of the eight judicial districts into 
which the State is divided, by appointii^ one local committee in each 
district. Theso committees are appointed annually; are expected to 
act as chairmen in their respective districts; and to report regularly 
on mdteria medico^ epidemics^ clinical medidnej and medical skUi^iee, 
The duties devolving upon these committees, about thirty in number, 
are stated in the following quotation from the by-laws: 

''All conpiittees on subjects relating to the advancement of medi- 
cal science, shall be appointed for one year, and until their succes- 
sors shall have been appointed they shall be deemed to. have the 
various xaeifteTs referred to them constantly under consideration; and 
it is hereby nmde their duty to report at each annual or semi«annual 
meeting, oi tl^e^ So^i^tyv ' 

L OommiUees on Malei'ia Medica. 

Tlie committees on materia ipedica are expected to take a deep 
interest in the work committed to^ their charge, and to extend to 
thp Society and the cause their active .co-operation. In their cori^s- 
pondence with the physicians in theic respective districts, they 
should — 

Set forth the hnpor^ce of united effort and point out the mutual 
benefits resulting from such labor; 

Urge all to engage personally in the work; and 

Collect, arrange, and present the returns made to them for publi- 
cation in the Transactions of the Society. 

In this department every physician has an opportunity directly 
and permanently to promote the advancement of medical science. 
While pathological research ie essential to a correct knowledge of 
disease, accurate, careful and systematic trials of drugs are equally 
necessary to eftect its removal. Every member of the profession, or 
nearly every one, can annually furnish the Society with a proving 
either upon himself or some other person. The importance of this 
labor cannot be over estimated. It is veiy clearly set forth in two 
articles published in the third volume of Transactions, entitled, "Im- 
portance of an extensive and uniform system of drug proving," page 
141, and <* Enlargement of the materia medica," page < 164. It is 
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very desirable that a large number of phyaicians in the State 
should engage in the work, and that provings be confined until fin- 
ished, to one druff only. ^ 

11. Committees on Epidemics. 
The committees on epidemics are composed in a similar jmanner, 
and have similar duties to perform. They present to the profession 
in all parts of the State a convenient opportunity to report, through 
the chairmen of the several district committees, the results of the 
most approved treatment of the various 'epidemics that may have 
prevailed in their respective localities. The annual publication of 
full reports from each district will seYve to collect and render acces- 
sible to all the result of a vast amount of experience, that will prove 
of incalculable benefit to humdnity and the profession. Any light 
that may be thrown upon the pathology and treatment of zymotic 
diseases, will prove of practical importance. The report should em- 
brace as fully as may be practicable, reliable statistical information. 

III. Committees on CoiTespondeace^ or Clinical Medicine* 
It is very desirable that clinical reports,- consisting of records of 
cases homcBopathically treated, be prepared and presented at the 
meetings of the Society. With this end in view committees on cor- 
respondence or clinical medicine have been appointed. It is there- 
fore the duty of the several district committees to collect all commu- 
nications relating to any department of medical science, except 
materia medica. and prevailing epidemics, which are assigned to 
special committees, and arrange them for presentation at the meet- 
ings of the Society, and prepare them for publication in the 
Transactions. In this department ample opportunity is afforded for 
enhancing the practical value of the society. . Let those who have 
not time or opportunity for elaborate articles, give brief accounts of 
interesting facts occurring in practice, or curative effects resulting 
from the use of certain medicines in particular diseases or groups of 
symptoms. Let each resolve to write out and communicate at the 
regular meetings even as few as three or four cases from practice. 
Inasmuch as moderate effort only is needed, if it be general through- 
out the Society, to secure very gratifying and exceedingly valuable 
results, it is hoped this work will be earnestly undertaken by every 
member of the profession. The practical value of this report, like 
the preceding, can be vastly augmented by the communication of 
statistical information pertaining to the practice of medicine. 

IV. List of Judicial Districts. 
The firstt district consists of the city and county of New York. 
The second district comprises the counties of Eichmond, Suffolk, 
Orange, Kings, Westchester, Queens, Bockland, Dutchess and Putnam. 
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The third consists of the following counties: Columbia, Rensselaer, 
Sullivan, Ulster, Albany, Greene and Schoharie. 

The fourth comprises the counties of Warren, Saratoga, St. Law- 
rence, Washington, Essex, Franklin, Clinton, Montgomery, Hamilton, 
Fulton and Schenectady. 

The fifth consists of the following counties: Onondaga, Jefferson, 
Oneida; Oswego, Herkimer and Lewis. 

The siicth includes the counties • of Otsego, Delaware, Madison, 
Chenango, Tompkins, Broome, Chemung, Tioga and Cortland. 

The serenth consists of the counties of Livingston, Ontario, Wayne, 
Yates, Steuben, Schuyler, Seneca, Cayuga and Monroe. 

The eighth comprises the counties of Erie, Chautauqua, Cattaraugus, 
Orleans, Niagara, Genesee, Allegany and Wyoming. 

A list of the several district committees is published on page 177 
of this volume. 

V. Reports of County Medical Societies. * 

Another important desideratum is, the annual publication of cor- 
rect and full reports of the 9everal county homoeopathic medical 
societies. 

The secretaries of each of the county homoeopathic medical socie- 
ties in this State, are requested to furnish the recording secretary of 
this society, on or before the first day of January of each year, a 
report consisting of — 

1. A list of ofScers and members of their respective societies, with 
their address in full. 

2. Biographical notices of any who have died during the previous 
year. 

3. The time of holding annual and regular meetings, together with 
a list of all medical committees, and a complete copy of the proceed- 
ings of each meeting. 

t 4. A copy of all reports of general interest, also copies of ad- 
dresses and communications on subjects relating to medical science. 

Yl. Historical SiietcJi of Homceopaihy. 

It is further important that the introduction and progress of 
the homoeopathic school in each county should be published without 
further delay. Many of the pioneers of this system of practice are 
still living. They now have an opportunity to communicate facts and 
incidents of great professional and historic interest. This report 
• should contain 

A list of all the practitioners and their addresses in full. 

The time of their adoption of this system of practice. 

A biographical notice of deceased members of the profession. 
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Vn. Oonclusitm. 

If every hom(Bopathic physidan in this State woald annually fra*- 
nish the history of a single dinical case^ and a ainffledryff proving, tie 
report would become a valuable contribution to medical science, and 
increasingly useful to the profession. The chairmen of the several 
district committees will arrange and classify all such commuaicatione, 
however fragmentary, and prepare them for publication. A suitable 
appreciation of so great a favor as the publication of the annual 
report will s^irely prove a powerful incentive to the .homoeopathic 
fraternity to labor earnestly and perseveringiy for the advancement 
of medical science, and the perfection of the homoeopathic system of 
practice. As a part of the refftdar profession, let us show by the 
published results of our labors, that we are disposed to contribute 
our quota towards the accomplishment of this desirable end. Ample 
opportunity is afforded for the publication of all suitable articles; 
the %scretaries would, therefore, urge* the profession to send them 
written communications for presentation at the annual meetings, and 
publication in the Transactions of tbe Society. 

Papers already published elsewhere, but worthy of preservation 
and of general interest to the profession, will be acceptable. It is 
desirable that the profession should keep constantly in view the 
want& of the Society in this respect. It represents in a measure the 
annual status of our school in this State ; every effort should there* 
fore be made to enhance the general interest in the Society and 
arouse the best intellect of our school in its behalf.* 

Contributors of papers for publication should avoid the improper 
use of capital letters, and the underlining of words that are not de- 
signed to be italicized ; should write their communications in a fair, 
legible hand, only upon one side of the paper, and commence the 
first page about half way down the^bheet. 

The secretaries desire to call attention of officers of county socie- 
ties to the article entitled ** Classification of Counties," article 80, 
page 433, as it is designed to communicate full information respecting 
the election of delegates to the State Society, both as regards the 
number legally required and the time elections are to be held. 

The statement at the conclusion of article 83, on page 444, shows 
the delegated membership of the State Homceopathic Medical So- 
ciety is nearly equal to that of the Allopathic Society, and that the 
excess in the total membership consists chiefly in the large number 
of honorary and permanent members, to which annual additions have 
been made for many years past ; yet, with this advantage, the total 

*It is perhaps unnecessary to call attention to the fact, that articles requiring siUtahU 
lithographic iUu$tration9 are etp^oially desirable 4 Contribotors are required to Punish merely 
a sketch or diagram of the subject to be engrayed. 
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membership of the former, indicating it« relative representative status^ 
is about 83 per eent that of th& living members of the latter. This 
encouraging evidence of the gtowth of our system should not render 
the practitioners of homoeopathy any the less active and zealous in 
their efforts to promote its best interests. The importance of libe- 
rally sustaining the State Society to the full measure of its useful- 
ness cannot be over estimated. One of the direct methods for its 
accomplishment is the increase of its members by the formation of 
county medical societies wherever there is a sufficient number of 
practitioners. There are now 24 county medical societies. This 
number may be increased at least fifty per cent by the organization 
of aocietiQS,. either in single counties or by a union of two or more 
couatiea. 



ARTICLE LXXIX. 

OoDstitation and By-L«WB of the Homoeopathic Medical Society of the State of 

New York. 

CONSTITUTION. 

Artiole I. 
Mcme and Object — ^This association shall be known as the Homoeo- 
pathic Medical Society of the State of New York, and its object shall 
be the advancement of medical science. 

Abticlb n. 
Laws of the State deemed a part of the Constitution. — The laws of 
the State of New York, regulating the practice of medicine and sur- 
gery, shall be deemed a part of this constitution. 

Article JIT. 

Officers, when and how to be elected. — ^The oflScers of the society 
shall be a president, three vice presidents, recording secretary, cor- 
responding secretary and treasurer; all of whom shall be elected by 
ballot at an annual meeting. 

Election of Censors. — ^The society ^all also, at an annual meeting, 
elect twelve censors, any three of whom shall constitute a quorum. 

Votes of a majority necessary to a choice, arid term of office. — ^At 
all elections of officers, the votes of a majority of the members pre- 
sent shall be necessary to a choice ; they shall hold their offices for 
one year, and until others shall be chosen in their places. 
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AxncLB IV. 
Dtdtes of officers. — ^The duties of the officers shall be such as af'e 
prescribed by the laws of the State, and, in addition thereto, such as 
may be from time to time designated in the by-laws. 

Abtigle V. 
H(yw conseittUed. — The society shall be composed of delegates from 
each couDty homceopathic medical socie1;y and homoeopathic medical 
college in this State, and such other members as may be designated 
in the by-laws. 

AnnoLE VI. 

Annual meeting. — ^The annual meeting of the society shall be held 
in the city of Albany, commencing on the second Tuesday of Febru- 
ary in each year. 

Abtigle VII. 
Quorum.-^— At any meeting of the society seven members shall con- 
stitute a quorum. 

Abtigle VIII. 
Seal. — ^The society may have a common seal with a suitable device 
and inscription. 

Abtiolb IX. 
Amendments. — ^This constitution may be altered or amended by a 
vote of two-thirds of the members present, proVided that notice of 
such alteration or amendment shall have been given in writing at the 
previous annual meeting. 

BY-LAWS. 

Segtion 1. — Duties of the President. 

It shall be the duty of the president to 

Preside at all meetings. — Preside at all meetings of the society, 
and call them to order at the appointed time. 

Announce business. — ^Announce the order of business. 

Put all questions to vote. — Put to vote all questions which occur 
in the regular order of business, and declare the result. 

Decide questions of order. — ^Decide all questions of order, subject 
however to the usual appeal, which appeal shall not be debatable. 

Appoint committees. — ^Appoint all committees not otherwiso 
ordered. 

Sign drafts upon the treasurei\ — Sign warrants or drafts upon 
the treasurer for such sums as shall be ordered at any annual meeting. 

Receive from censors their opinion in i07Hting. — ^Receive the writ- 
ten opinion of the censors in respect to the qualifications of the stu- 
dents examined by them. 
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Receive fee and pay it to the treasurer. — ^Receive the sum of ten 
dollars for each diploma granted by the Society, and pay the same 
to the treasurer* 

Appoint commUtees to prepare obituaries of deceased meimbers. — ^In 
case of the decease of any member, appoint a committee composed 
of one or more members, to prepare and transmit to the secretary a 
professional obituary for publication in the Transactions of the 
Society. 

Extra meeiings.-^Jiir^iii the secretary to call extra meetings, upon 
the written request of any seyen members, explaining the reason for 
such action. 

Deliver an address, — ^Deliver an address at the annual meeting, or 
procure a substitute, and perform all other duties required by the 
laws of the State relating to medical science. 

Section 2. — Duties of the Vice Presidents. 

' Duties of the Vice Presidents. — ^In the absence of the president, it 

shall be the duty of the vice presidents to perform, in the order of 

election, the duties devolying upon that officeri and such other duties 

as may be re<][uired by the Society, 

.Section 3, — Duties of the BecrOary. 

The duties of the secretary are to 

Provide record book. — ^Provide a book for records. 

Keep a record of all the proceedings, — ^Record therein the resolu- 
tions and proceedings of the Society. 

Names of members. — ^The names of members and the date of ad- 
mission of each. 

Annual reports. — ^The annual reports made by ofScers and com- • 
mittees, and all such other things as a majority of the members shall 
think proper. 

Deliver all books and papers to his successor. — ^Deliver the books 
and papers of the Society to his successor. 

Proceedings of the first annual meeting. — ^Lodge in the office of 
the Secretary of State a copy of all the proceedings had at the first 
annual meeting. 

Cfive notice of all meetings. — Give previous notice of at least two • 
weeks, by letter or otherwise, to each member, of all meetings of the 
Society. 

• Notify chairman of each committee. — ^Notify the chairman of each 

committee of his appointment, which notice shall contain the name 

of his colleagues, and shall state the nature of the business referred. 

. Sign all acts and proceedings. — ^Authenticate, by his signature, all 

the acts and proceedings of the Society. 
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Preserve all documents and papers helonging to the Society. ^-^ve^ 
serre the documentB and other papers belcmging io the Society, and 
allow Done to pass out of his hands, or be copied without the con- 
sent of the Society, expressed by resolution. 

Present eomnUinicaiions to the Society and conduct ^ oorrespond- 
ence. — ^Beceive and lay before the Society all oofDimunications sad- 
dressed to it by persons other than members, and generally to 
conduct the correspondence of the Society. 

Duties at the meetings of ike Society. — ^At each meeting record the 
names of all the members present, read the minutes of the one pre- 
ceding it, and all papers ordered by the President or by the Society. 

Divide delegates into four classes. — ^Divide the delegates to the 
Society into four classes, in compliance with the* sixth section of 
these by-laws.* 

Notify the secretaries of county societies. — ^Notify the secretaries of 
the respective county homoeopathic medical societies whenever the 
seats of any of the delegates become vacant.* 

Pvblish lists of all the memJer^.— Cause to be annually published 
in the Transactions, lists of all the members of the Society.f 

SBonoK 4. — Duties of the Treasurer. 

The duties of the treasurer are to ^ 

Receive and be accountable for funds of the Society. — ^Receive and 
be accountable for all moneys belonging to the Society, and 

Pay o'id all sums ordered by the Society.— Tslj out on thd warrant 
of the president, such sums (subject to draft) as maybe ^reed upon 
at the annual meeting. 

Report annually. — ^Report in writing at each annual meetmg. 

Section 5. — Duties of the Censors. 
The duties of the censors are to 

Examine students. — ^Examine carefully and impartially each stu- 
dent presenting himself as a candidate for license to practice medicine 
and surgery, and report their opinion in regard io his qualifications in 
• writing, to the president. 

Decide all questions of appeal. — ^Decide all questions of appeal 
from county homoeopathic medical societies relating to the examina- 
tion or qualifications of students. « 



* See Article 80, entitled '^ Classiiloation of Coiinties," page 433. 

t See article 81, page 486, entitled «Liet of Honorary Meniber«$>> STtlole 89, pttge 438, 
entitled "List of Permanent Members:" and article 88, page 439, entitled " List of Delo- 
gates," 
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I^BOfKHf 6. — Members. 

Ratio of ddefffUes frcmi county homosopaihic medical societies. — 
Each county homoeopathic medical society in this State is entitled to 
elect as many delegates to this Society as there are Members of 
Assembly from their respective counties; 

From ecbch homoeopathic medical college. — ^Each homoeopathic 
medical college in this State may respectively elect one delegate to 
this Society. 

PermaneM members.^-Th^ Society may elect sixteen permanent 
members, not to exceed two annually from any one Senatorial dis- 
trict, previous nomination at an annual meeting being a prerequisite. 

Privileges of. — ^Persons so elected shall be entitled to all the privi- 
leges of membership. 

Six honorary members may be annually elected^ previous nomina- 
tion reqtdr^. — The Society niay elect honorary members, non- 
residents of this State, not to exceed six in number in any one year, 
the names of such persons having been presented at least one year 
previous to their election. 

Privileges o/l-^Honorary xnembers shall not be entitled to vote at 
the meetings of the Society, or be subject to taxation. * 

Delegates to be divided into four o7a^e«.-^Delegates to this Society 
shall be divided Into four classes, one of which shall go out of office 
annually; and it is hereby made the duty of the secretary to classify 
them 80 as to keep the number as nearly equal as possible. 

Honorary degree of Doctor of Medic^e to be conferred by Regents 
of the University^ and who are eligible to nomination. — ^The Society 
may annually recommend the names of four persons to the Begents 
of the JpnWersity for the honorary degree of Ddctor of Medicine; 
provided that the persons Gio recommended shall possess good moral 
and professional standing, shall have attained the age of forty-five 
years, and shall have received not less than two-thirdd of the votes 
of the members present at any annual meeting. The mode of nomi- 
nation shall be as follows: The Society shall, by open nomination, 
present the names of any number of physicians, and afterwards the 
names of the candidates, or such of them as each member shall please 
to vote for; the number to be voted for atone ballot shall not exceed 
four, and the names of those only who shall have received two-thirds 
of the votes of the members present shall be presented. 

SsonoN 7. — Fees. 
County societies to contribvte half a dollar for each member. — ^At 
the annual meeting the Society may recomoiend the county medical 
soo^ties to contribute half a dollat for each member of their associa- 
tions respectively; alao, 
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Membera taxed one dollar annually, — Assess a tax of one dollar, 
including the sum above mentioned, upon each member, delegated 
and permanent, of this Society. 

Sectioi^ 8. — County Societies. 
Duties of the secretaries qf the county societies. — The secretaries 
of each of the county homoeopathic medica^ societies in this State, 
are requested to furnish the recording secretary of this Society, 
on or before the first day of January of each year, a report, con- 
sisting of 

1. A list of officers and members of their respective societies, with 
their address in fulL 

2. Biographical notices of any who have died during the previous 
year. 

3. The time of holding annual and regular- meetings, together with 
a list of all medical committees, and a complete copy of the pro- 
ceedings of each meeting. . 

4. A copy of all reports of general interest, also copies of addresses 
and communications on subjects relating to medical acience. 

Section 9. — Communications. 
Publication of communications. — Communications read before the 
Society become its property, to be deposited in its archives; but no 
paper shall be published as a part of the Transactions without having 
been submitted to the action of the committee on publication. 

SEcmoN 10. — Committees. 

Executive committee to be appointed. — There shall be app<^nted by 
the president, for each successive meeting, in advance, an executive 
committee, whose duty it shall be to 

Duties qf. — ^Arrange the sessions of the Society, ascertain the 
names and credentials of those in attendance, learn what papers and 
communications members may have with them to present, and so 
arrange all business mattery of the Society as to promote the effi- 
ciency and usefulness of the sessions. The secretary shall be chair- 
man; other members of the committee shall reside in the place 
where the next meeting is to be held; 

JVom£natingf committee to be appointed; duties of. — ^At each annual 
meeting a committee on nominations shall be appointed to nominate 
all officers of the Society, permanent and honorary members, the 
usual medical committees, the publishing committee, and delegates 
to other homoeopathic medical societies. 

Duties of medicaP committees. — All committees on subjects relajting 
to the advancement, of medical science shall be appointed for one 
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year, and until their successors shall have been appointed they shall 
be deemed to ha^e the various matters referred to them constantly 
under consideration; and it is hereby made their duty to report at 
each annual or semi-annual meeting of the Society. 

Sechon 11. — Order of Business. 
Order of business, — ^At the meetings of the Society the following 
shall be the regular order of business: 

1. Communication from the president 

2. Reading of minutes of last meeting. 

3. Beport of the executive committee on credentials. 

4. Election of permanent and honorary members previously 
nominated. 

5. Appointment of the nominating committee. 

6. Beport of the treasurer. 

7. Annual address; evening of the first day. 

8. Beports of medical committees. 

9. Presentations of miscellaneous reports and communications. 

10. Beport of the nominating committee and election of officers. 

11. Adjournment. 

SEcnoN 12. — Amendments. 
Amendments. — These by-laws may be altered or amended at any 
regular meeting by the vote of a majority of members present. 



ARTICLE LXXX. 

ClASsification of Counties, with reference to the election of Delegates. 

The State Medical Society is designed^ to be essentially a repre- 
sentative body, composed primarily of delegates from the several 
county medical societies. County medical societies are required by 
statute to elect, every four years, as many delegates to the State 
Society as there are members of Assembly from their respective 
counties. The State Society is also legally, authorized to elect per- 
manent and honorary members. See list of delegates, article 83, 
page 439; list of permanent members, article 82, page 436; and list 
of honorary members, article 81, page 435. 

The county medical societies are required by the following statu- 
tory regulations, to elect delegates to the State Society once in four 
years ; also a division into four classes : 

[AflSBiL No. 190.] 28 
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" Said (State) society shall be composed of as m^ny members fi:om 
each county medical society as there are members of Assembly from 
such county, elected by ballot at their annual meeting. 

^^ The members now composing the medical society of the State of 
New York from each of the four great districts, shall remain divided 
into four classes, and one class from each of said districts shall go out 
of oflSce annually. 

** In case there shall be an addition to the number of members com- 
posing the medical society of the State, that in that case it shall be 
in the power t>f the said society, at any of their annual meetings, and 
as often as they shall judge necessary, to alter and vary the classes 
in such manner as that one-fourth of the members from each of the 
great districts, as near as may be, shall annually go out of office. 

** It shall be the duty of the secretary of the medical society of the 
State of New York, whenever the seats of any of the members shall 
become vacant, to give information of the same to the respective 
county societies, to the end that such county societies may supply 
such vacancy at their next meeting." — Revts^ Statutes. 

By means of the following arrangement county medical societies 
are divided into four nearly eqilal classes, thud securing the annual 
election of about one-fourth the whole number of delegates to the 
State society. 

Inasmuch as one-fourth the number of delegates go out of office at 
the close of each year, all re-elections should be held at the annual 
meetings, preceding the expiration of their respective terms. 

Officers of county medical societies are particularly requested to 
examine this classification, in order to ascertain when the election of 
delegates by their respective societies is required. They are also 
invited to consult the list of permanent members on page 436, in order 
to exclude the names of any who may previously have been elected 
permanent members of the State society. Whenever delegates are 
elected permanent members, others should be chosen in their places* 

Term of Office Expires December 31, 1866. 

Albany, Chautauqua, Rockland, Tioga, 

Broome, Columbia, Schenectady, Tompkins, 

Cayuga, Erie, . Steuben, Wyoming. 

Cattaraugus, Richmond, Sullivan, 

Hahnemann Academy of Medicine. 

Term of Office Expires December 31, 1867. 

Chenango, Hamilton, Queens, TT'ashington, 

Clinton, Herkimer, St. Lawrence, Wayne, 

Cortland, Madison, Suffolk, Westchester. 

Pulton, New York, Ulster, 
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Term of Office Expires December 31, 1868. * 

Allegany, Franklin, Monroe, Oswego, 

Chemung, Genesee, Montgomery, Seneca, 

Delaware, Kings, Orange, Xates, 

Dutchess, Livingston, Orleans, 

Homoeopathic Medical College of the city of New York. 

Term of Office Expires December 31, 1869. 

Essex, Niagara, Otsego, Schohaide, 

Green, Oneida, Putnam, Schuyler, 

Jefferson, Onondaga^ Rensselaer, Warren. 

Lewis, Ontario, Saratoga, 

The election of delegates during the year 1866, is required in the 
following counties: Albany, Broome, Cayuga, Chautauqua, Colum- 
bia, Erie, Steuben, Chemung, and Hahnemann Academy* of Medicine* 

In 1867, Madison, New York, Ulster, Washington, Wayne, and 
Westchester. 

In 1868, Dutchess, Kings, Livingston, Monroe, Oswego, and Ho- 
moeopathic Medical College of the city of New York, 

In 1869, Oneida, Onondaga, OntaJrio, Otsego, Bensselaer, and 
Saratoga. 



ARTICLE LXXXI. 

List op Honoraby Members. 

" The Society may elect honorary members, non-residents of this 
State, not to exceed six in number in any one year, the names of 
such persons having been presented at least one year previous to 
their election. Honorary members shall not be entitled to vote at 
the meetings of the Society, or be subject to taxation. — Extract from 
the By-Laws, 

Names. Residenoes. Yeftr. 

Dr. George D. Beebe Chicago, Illinois ^865. 

Elial T. Foote New Haven, Connecticut- ..... 1866. 

Samuel Gregg Boston, Massachusetts . .. 1866. 

Edwin M.Hale --- Chicago, Illinois 1865. 

■^^harles D. Harris Madison, Wisconsin 1866. 

William Tod Helmuth St. Louis, Missouri 1865. 

Constantino Hering Philadelphia, Pennsylvania . . 1864.. 

A. Howard Okie Providence, Rhode Island 1865. 

William E. Payne Bath, Maine 1866. 

John C. Sanders Cleveland, Ohio 1865. 

Francis Sims Philadelphia, Pennsylvania . . 1866. 

David S, Smith Chicago, Illinois 1866. 

L T. Taibot Boston, Massachusetts 1864. 

David Wilsotf London, England 1865. 

E. C. Witherill Cincinnati, Ohio . 1 1864. 
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Nominees for Honorary Membership, 

Drs. W. F. Jackson Eoxbury, Massachusetts 1866. 

W. Williamson Philadelphia, Pennsylvania . - 1866. 

Ira Barrows Providence, R. 1 1866. 

A. E. Small Chicago, Illinois 1866. 

E. C. Franklin St. Louis, Missouri 1866. 

R. E. Dudgeon London, England 1866. 



ARTICLE LXXXII. 

SSNATOBIAL DISTRICT LiST OF PERMANENT MEMBERS. 

The State Medical Society is designed to be essentially a repre- 
sentative* body, composed primarily of delegates from the several 
county medical societies. County medical societies are required by 
statute to elect, every foiir years, as many delegates to the State 
Society as there are members of Assembly from their respective 
counties. The State Society is also legally authorized to elect 
annually sixty-four permanent members. The Society, however, has 
not thus far deemed it important to elect more than sixteen annually. 
See list of delegates, page 439; honorary members, page 435; and 
classification of counties, page 433. 

The following extract from the Revised Statutes provides for the 
election of permanent members: 

"It shall and may be lawful for the Medical Society to elect 
annually such q number of permanent members as they may from 
time to time determine by their by-laws, not to exceed two annually 
from any one senatorial district." 

The following extract from the by-laws of the Society authorizes 
the annual election of sixteen permanent members, and confers upon 
them equal privileges with the delegates from the county societies: 

•* She Society may annually elect sixteen permanent members, not 
to exceed two annually from any one senatorial district, previous 
nomination at an annual meeting being prerequisite. Persons so 
elected shall be entitled to all the privileges of membership.'' 

By vote of the Society, at the annual meeting held May 12, 1863, 
the provision of the by-laws requiring previous service as a delegate, 
was annulled; permanent members can therefore be selected from 
among the profession at large throughout the State. 

Disiriot. Names. Residenoe. Countj. Year. 

2-3-. Dr. G. H. Billings Brooklyn Kings 1865 

Samuel S.Guy do do 1865 

Henry Miuton do 'do 1864 

R. C.Moffat do do 1863 
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Diitriot. 


Nftmu. 


Reiidenee. 


' Coukty. 


Te»r. 


2-3.. 


Dr. Edw. T. Richardson. 


Brooklyn 


Kings 


1865 




P. P. Wells 


do .... 


do 


1863 




Albert Wright 


do 


do 


1866 




William Wright 


do 


do 


1864 


4-7.. 


AlonzoS.Ball 


New York.... 


New York- 


1863 




Samuel B. Barlow . . 


do 


do .. 


1864 




Jacob Beakley 


do 


do -. 


1863 




Benj. F. Bowers 


do 


do .. 


1866 




• Egbert Guernsey . - - 


do 


do .. 


1865 




JohnF. Gray 


d6 


do .. 


1866 




Edwin M. Kellogg. . 


do 


do .. 


1866 




Henry D. Paine 


do 


do .. 


1863 




Daniel D. Smith 


do 


do .. 


1864 




Henry M, Smith 


do 


do .. 


1865 




J. Ralsey White 


do 


do 


1863 


8.. 


Carroll Dunham 


Irvington 


Westchester 1865 


11.- 


AbijahP.Cook 


Hudson 


Columbia . . 


1863 


12-. 


Richard D, Bloss 


Troy 


Rensselaer . 


1865 




Charles M. Mosher. . 


Easton 


Washington 


1863 




John Sarle ,. 


NorthGranville 


do 


1866 




William S. Searle... 


Troy 


Rensselaer . 


1865 




W. G. Wolcott 


Whitehall 


do . 


1866 


13.. 


E. Darwin Jones..., 


Albany 


Albany ... 


1864 




Horace M. Paine 


do 


do ... 


1864 




Lester M. Pratt 


do 


do ... 


1864 


15.. 


Benj. F. Cornell 


Moreau Station 


Saratoga. . . 


1863 




Samuel J. Pearsall . . 


Saratoga 

Glens Falls... 


do ... 


1866 


16-. 


David H.Bullard..- 


Warren 


1864 




H. A. Houghton 


Keeseville 


Essex •. 


1865 


19.. 


M. M. Gardner 


Holland Patent 


do 


1866 




Erastus A. Hunger. . 


Waterville ... 


Oneida 


1863 




William H. Watson.. 


do 


do .... 


1866 




LucianB. Wells 


Utica 


do .... 


1864 


20.. 


T. S. Blodgett 


Cooperstown. . 


Otsego 


1864 




Solomon C. Warren. 


Otego 


do .... 


1865 


21.. 


T. Dwight Stow 

Ethan A. Potter 


Fulton 


Oswego ... 


1865 




Oswego _. . 


do ... 


1865 


22.. 


J. G. Bigelow 


Syracuse 


Onondaga. . 


1866 




Lyman Clary 


do :.... 


do 


1866 




William A. ELawley.^ 


do 


do .. 


1866 




A. R. Morgan 






18(?<v 




• « •• • 


■ - 


±\j%j\r 


23.. 


G.B. Palmer 


East Hamilton - 


Madison 


1866 


24.. 


Titus L. Brown 


Binghamton .. 


Broome ... 


186a 


25.. 


C. William Boyce-.. 


Auburn 


Cayuga ... 


. 1863 




H. Barton Fellows.. 


Sennett 


do ... 


. 186& 




Edwin R. Heath 


Palmyra 


Wayne 


. 186& 




Horatio Robinson, Sr 


. Auburn 


Cayuga ... 


. 1866 


26.- 


G.Z. Noble 


. Dundee 


Yates 


. 1864 


27.. 


H. 'S. Benedict 


. Corning 


. Steuben .. 


. 186a 
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m 

Bistriot. * Names. Residence. County. Teftr. 

27-. Dr. •P.W.Gray Elmira Chemung.. 1865 

William Gulic . Weston Schuyler . . 1866 

29.- D. F. Bishop Lockport Niagara ... 1864 

31.. Alfred H. Beers Buffalo Erie 1866 

Rollin R. Gregg do do 1865 

Lorenzo M.Keuyon-» do do 1866 

Andrew R. Wright.. do do 1863 

32 - . Asa S. Couch Fredonia Chautauqua^ 1864 

Cornelius Ormes Jamestown do 1863 

Nominees for Permanent Membership. 

Dr. A. C. Burke New York, Npw York county. 

F.W.Hunt do do do 

E. M. Kellogg do do do 

E. P. Fowler do do do 

L. Hallock do do do 

J.,W. DowHng do do do 

L.~de V. Wilder do do do 

Hudson Kinsley do do do 

D. L. Everett Modena; Ulster county. 

G. D. Crispell Kingston, do 

W. H. Barnes Spencertown, Columbia county* 

F. Vanderburgh Ehinebeck, Dutchess county. 

C. H. Carpenter Troy, Rensselaer county. 

D. Springsteed Albany, Albany county. 

J. S. Delavan Albany, do 

. D. E. Sonthwic^ Ogdensburgh, St. Lawrence county. 

J. C. Raymond Utica, Oneida county. 

D. D. Loomis Morrisville, Madison county. 

T. Dwight Stow Fulton, Oswego county. 

Augustus Pool Oswego, do 

Ira C. Owen Sherburne, Chenango county. 

M. F. Sweeting South Butler, Wayne county. 

H. JRobinson Auburn, Cayuga coimty. 

R. S. Bishop Medina, Orleans county. 

E. G. Cook Buffalo, Erie county. 

The following list of senatorial districts is appended for the pur- 
pose of facilitating the correct nomination and election of perma- 
nent members : 

1. Consists^of the counties of Queens, Richmond and Suffolk. 

2. do wards 1 — 5, 7, 11, 13 and 19, in the city of Brooklyn. 
8. do do 6, 8—10, 12, 14—18, db do 

4. do do 1 — 8 and 14, in the city of New York, 

5. do do 10—12 and 17, do do 

6. do »do 9, 15, 16 and 18, do do 

7. do do 12, 19—22, do • do 
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8. C!onsistsof the counties of Futnazn, Bockland and Westchester. 



9. 


do 


do 


Orange and Sullivan. 


10. 


do 


do 


Greene and Ulster. 


11. 


do 


do 


Columbia and Dutchess. 


12. 


do 


do 


Bensselaer and Washington. 


13. 


do 


do 


Albany. 


14. 


do 


do 


Delaware, Schenectady and Schoharie. 


15. 


do 


do 


Fulton, Hamilton, Montgomery, Saratoga. 


16. 


do 


do 


Clinton, Essex and Warren. 


17. 


do 


do 


Franklin and St. LAwrenoe. 


18. 


do 


do 


Jefferson and Lewis. 


19. 


do 


do 


Ondda. 


20. 


do 


do 


Herkimer and Otsego. 


21. 


do. 


do 


Oswego. 


22. 


do 


do 


Onondaga. 


23. 


do 


do 


Chenango, Cortland and Madison. 


24. 


do 


do 


Broome, Tioga and Tompkins. 


25. 


do 


do 


Cayuga and Wayne. 


26. 


do 


do 


Ontario, Seneca and Yates. 


27. 


do 


do 


Chemung, Schuyler and Steuben, 


28. 


do 


do 1 


1, Monroe. 


29. 


do 


do 


Genesee, Nii^ra and Orleans; 


80. 


do 


do 


Allegany, Livingston and Wyoming. 


31. 


do 


<lo 


Erie. 


32. 


do 


do 


Cattaraugus and Chautauqua. 



ARTICLE LXXXIIL 

JUBIdAL DlSTBIOT LiST OF DELEGATES. 

The State Medical Society is designed to be essentially a reph- 
tentative body, copaposed primarily of delegates from the several 
county medical societies. County medical ■ societies are required by 
statute to. elect, every four years, as many delegates to the State 
Society as there are members of Assembly from their respective 
counties. The State Society is also legally authorized to elect }?6r- 
manent and honorary members. See list of permanent 'members, 
page 436; list of honorary members, page 435; also classification of 
counties, page 433. 

The names of delegates representing county societies at the present 
time are printed in capitals; those whose term of office have expired, 
in Boman letters* 
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FncBT District. 
ComprUing the City and dnmiy of New York. 
New Tork Coanty Homceopathic Medical Society — 17 Delegates. 

Hmiot. BesidnM. Elected. T«rM«xp. 

Drs. M. Freleigh New York 1861 

A.Hofighton do 1861 

E. Lorejoy Owego I860- 



Thonu* F. Smith 


New York.. 




.1861.. 


* » V « 


L.deV. Wilder 


do 




.1862.. 





•A.D. Wilaon 


do .. 




.1861.. 


mmm. ^ » 


Clark Wright 


do 
do 


1861. 


.1861.. 
.1863.. 




ALONZOS. BALL , 


1867 


SAMUEL B. BAELOW . 


do 


1861. 


.1863.. 


1867 


« EDWAKD BAYARD. . . . 


do 


1861. 


.1863.. 


1867 


JACOB BKAKT.EY v 


do 


1861. 


.1863.. 


1867 


GEOBGE E. BELCHEE. 


do 




.1863.. 


1867 


.BENJ.F.BOWEBS .... 


do 


1861. 


.1863.. 


1867 


BENJ. F. JOSLIN 


do .. 


1861- 


.1863.. 


1867 


EGBERT GUERNSEY.. 


do 


1861. 


.1863.. 


1867 


LEWIS HALLOCK . .\ . . 


do 


«■•—*» 


.1862.. 


1867 


F.W.HUNT 


do 
do 




.1863.. 
.1863.. 


1867 


EDWIN M. KELLOGG . 


1867 


ROBERT McMURRA Y . . 


do #. 


1861. 


,1863.. 


1867 


JOHN MoE. WETMORK 


do .. 




.1863.. 


1867 


ERASTUSE. MARCY.. 


do 


1861. 


.1863.. 


1867 


DANIEL D. SMITH .... 


do 


1861. 


.1863.. 


1867 


HENRY M. SMITH 


do 


1861. 


.1863.. 


1867 


JOHN A. WARD 


do 




.1863.. 


1867 


Seoonb DiSTBicr. 









Comprimng. the Counties of DrttcJiess, E3ng«, Orange, Putnam, 
Queens, Richmond, Rockland, Suffolk and Westchester. 

Dutchess County Homoeopathic Medical Society — 2 Delegates. 

Drs. Ernst F. Hofmann Fougtikeepsie 1861 

JOHN HORNBY do 1863.. 1864.. 1868 

FED'L VANDERBURGH Rhinebeck . . 1861 .. 1864. . 1868 

Westchester County Homoeopathic Medical Society — 3 Delegates. 

Drs. HENRY BEAKLEY .... Peekskill 1865 . . 1867 

W.B. ROPES. Dobb'sFerry 1865. . 1867 

L.W.FLAGG Yonkers 1865.. 1867 

Kings County Homoeopathic Medical Society — 7 Delegates. 

Dr8.G.Bloede Brooklyn 1863 

J. RDUFFIN do ... 1863.. 1864.. 1868 

BERNARD FINCKE.... do 1864.. 1868 

SAMUELS. GUY do ... 1863.. 1864.. 1868 



*DeoeaBed. 
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Names. Besidence. Elected. Tenn exp. 

Drs. HENRY MINTON Brooklyn... 1863.. 1864.. 1868 

W. L. R. PERRINE do ... 1863.. 1864.. 1868 

EDW. T. RICHARDSON. do ... 1863.. 1864.. 1868 

WnXIAM WRIGHT... do ... 1863.. 1864.. 1868 

Third District. 

Comprising the Counties of Albany, Columbia, Green, JRensaelaer, 
Schoharie, Sullivan and Ulster. 

Albany CJounty Homoeopateic Medical Society — 4 Delegates. 

Dre. Henry D. Paine N. York '1860 

E. Darwin Jones Albany. 1860 1863 

Lester M. Pratt do .1860 1863 

J. W.COX do . 1860 1863.. 1866.. 1870 

WILLIAM H. RANDEL . do 1863.-1866.. 1870 

D. SPRINGSTEED do 1866.. ,1870 

J. S. DELAVAN do 1866.. 1870 

Columbia County Homoeopathic Medical Society — 2 Delegates. 

Drs. Abijah P. Cook Hudson... 1861*.... 

T.T, Calkins Coxsackie. 1861 1863 

EdmundHolley Hudson 1863 

W.H. BARNES Spencertown 1866.. 1870 

P. W. MULL Ghent 1866.. 1870 

Rensselaer County Homoeopathic Medical Society — 3 Delegates. 

Drs. *Richard Bloss Troy .. 1860 

Simeon A. Cook do '. 1860 

H.R. Fuller Lansingb'h 1860 

William S. Searle - ... Troy 1863 

John Younglove do l 1865 

M. W.CAMPBELL... do 1863.. 1865.. 1870 

CHAS.C. CARPENTER do 1863.. 1865.. 1870 

J.P.BLOSS do 1866.. 1870 

Ulster County Homoeopathic Medical Society — 3 Delegates. 

Drs. G. D. CRISPELL Kingston '. 1865.. 1867 

LEVISHAFFER do 1865.. 1867 

THEODORE QUICK.. Milton 1865.. 1867 

Fourth District. 

Comprising the Covnties of Clinton, Essex, Franklin, Fulton, Ham- 
ilton, Montgomery, Saratoga, Schenectady, St. Lawrence, Warren 
and Washington. 
Saratoga County Homoeopathic Medical Society — 2 Delegates. 

Drs. Samuel J. Pearsall Saratoga Springs 1861 

EDGAR B. COLE Waterford 1865.. 1869 

ZINA CLEMENTS.... do 1865.. 1869 



* DeceMed. 
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Washington County Homceopathic Medical Society — 2 Delegates. 

Name. Reiidenee. BleeUd. Term exp. 

Drs. H. K Bennett Hartford 1865.. 1867 

CPARLES LOWREY . Union Village :i865.- 1867 

J. WAKD North Granville 1866.. 1867 

Fifth. Distbiot. 

Comprising the Counties of Herkimer, J^erson^ Lewia^ Oneida. On- 
ondaga and Oswego. 

Oneida County Homoeopathic Medical Society — i Delegates. 

Drs. Horace M. Paine t Albany 1857 

Erastus A. Munger . Waterville . 1857 1861 

Lucian B. Wells Utioa 1857 1861 

M.M. GARDNER.. Hollow Pat 1864 1865 1869 

JO'S a RAYMOND Utica 1861 1864 1865 1869 

WM. B. STEBBINS. Little Falls 1864 1865 1869 

WM. H. WATSON . Utica 1857 1861 1864 1865 1869 

Onondaga County Homceopathic Medical Society — ^8 Delegates. 

Drs. Lyman Clary Syracuse ..1862.. . 

William A. Hawley do 1862 

J. G. Bigelow do 1864 

A. R. MORGAN do 1865.. 1869 

W. HENRY HOYT.... do 1865.. 1869 

W.R.BROWN Homer ..1865.. 1869 

Oswego County Homceopathic Medical Society — 3 Delegates. 

Drs. Augustus Pool Oswego 1860 

E. A. POTTER do I860.. 1864.. 1868 

T. DWIGHT STOW. Fulton 1860.-1864.. 1868 

WM. L. WOODBURY do 1864.. 1868 

Sixth District. 

Comprising the Counties of Bro(yme, Chemung, Chenango, Cortland^ 
Delaware, Madison, Otsego, Tioga and Tompkins. 

Broome County Homoeopathic Medical Society — 1 Delegate. 
Dr. TITUS L. BROWN .. Binghampton 1^61.. 1863 1866.. 1870 

Madison County Homoeopathic Medical Society — 2 Delegates. 

Dr. GEORGE B. PALMER East Hamilton 1865.. 1867 

IRA C. OWEN Sherburne 1865.. 1867 

Otsego County Homoeopathic Medical Society — 2 Delegates. 

Dr. J. H. (Footc Franklin 1860 

Solomon C. Warren .- - Syracuse 1862 

E.B.Warren Middlefield 1862 

Merritt Matteson Morris 1864 

NORMAN GETMAN-. Richfi'd Sp'gs 1865.. 1869 

T. S. BLODGETT.... Cooperstown ... I860.. 1865.. 1869 
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Chemung County Homoeopathic Medical Society — 1 Delegates, 

STamofl. Ketidence. SUoted. Term ezp. 

Dr. H. S. Benedict Havana 1861 

N.RSeeley Corning .1861..* 

♦P.W.Gray Elmira 1861_1863 

Edwin W. Lewis A, Watkins..* 1863 

Emerson W.Rogers... Altay 1863 

W. S. PURDY Addison 1866.. 1870 

' Seventh District. 

Comprising the Counties of Cayvga^ Livingston^ Monroe^ Ontario^ 
Schuyler^ Seneca^ Steuben^ Wayne and Tales. 

Cayuga County Homoeopathic Medical Society — 2 Delegates. 

Dr. C. William Boyce . Auburn W..1860 

Amherst Childs - Waterloo 1860 

H. Barton Fellows Sennett 1862 

A. J. Brewster Cato 1863 

H. RoJ[>inson, Sen. Auburn 1863 

C. E. SWIFT do 1865. .1866.. 1870 

E. P. K. Smith do 1866.. 1870 

W. M. GWYNN Throopsville 1866.. 1870 

Livingston County Homoeopathic Medical Society — 2 Delegates. * 

Dr. L J. Meacham BattleCreek,Mich 1860.-1864 

JAMES A. WEST.... Geneseo 1864. .1866.. 1870 

J. M. ANDERSON... Dansville 1866.. 1870 

Monroe County Homoeopathic Medical Society — 3 Delegates. 

Dr. M. M. MATTHEWS.. Rochester ...1866.'. 1868 

CHARLES SUMNER . do 1866.. 1868 

D. A. BALDWIN.-.. do 1866.. 1868 

'/ Ontario County Homoeopathic Medical Society — 2 Delegates. 
Dr. H. F. Bennett . . Canandaigua 1861 

G.Z. Noble.... Dundee 1861 

O. E. NOBLE.- PennYan 1863.. 1865_1869 

-O. S. WOOD -. Canandaigua 1864.. 1865. .1869 

Wayne County Hctooeopathic Medical Society — 2 Delegates. 

Dr. A. P. Throop Palmyra 1864 

A. G.AUSTIN Williamson 1864.. 1867 

M. F. SWEETING South Butler 1864. . 1867 

Eighth District. 

Comprising the Counties of Allegany, Cattaraugus, Chautauqua, Erie, 
Genesee, Niagara, Orleans and Wyoming. 
Chautauqua County Homoeopathic Medical Society — 2 Delegates. 

Dr. Asa S. Couch./.. Fredonia 1860.:i863.. * 

Cornelius Ormes . Jamestown 1860. .1863 
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HamM. BMidoMC. BleeUd. Tcrsexp. 

Dr. W. S, HEDGES- Jamestown 1865.. W66..1870 

GEO. A. HALL. Westfield 1865.. 1866.. 1870 

Erie County HoniiBopathic Medical Society — 4 Delegates. 

Dr. Lorenzo M. Kenyon .. Buffalo 1862.. 

A. H BEEES do 1863.. 1866 

A. S. HINCKLEY... do 1862.. 1866 

GEORGE W. LEWIS do 1862.. 1866 

A. R. WRIGHT do 1863.. 1866 

Officers of county medical societies are particularly requested to 
examine the classification of counties, on page 433, in order to ascer- 
tain when the election of delegates by their respective societies is 
required. They are also invited to consult the list of permanent 
members, on page 436, in order to exclude the names of any who 
may previously have been elected permanent members of the 
Society. 

Number of county homoeopathic medical societies in this State. 24 
Total number of delegates 117 

The present membership of the Society comprises: 

Delegates holding offic^ 78 

Permanent members 61 

Honorary members 15 

Total number of members 154 

This statement shows that the delegated membership of the 
Homoeopathic State Medical Society is nearly equal to that of the 
Allopathic State Medical Society, and that the excess in the total 
membership consists chiefly in the large number of honorary and 
permanent members, to wliich annual additions have been made for 
many years past; yet. with this advant&ge, the total membership of 
the former, indicating its relative representative status, is- about 
thirty-three per cent, that of the living members of the latter. 
This is truly an encouraging indication of the rapid growth of the 
homoeopathic system, when we consider that scarcely thirty years 
have passed since the reliability and efficiency of this method of 
practice became generally known and appreciated. 
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ARTICLE LXXXIV; 

LIST OF OPPICERS OF THE STATE HOMCEOPATHIC MEDICAL 
SOCIETY FROM ITS ORGANIZATION IN I860 TO 1866. 

List of Presidents. 



out 


Kama. 


Residenoe. 


Coanty. 




Teur. 


1, 


Dr.Alonzo S.Bali.. 


.. New York 


New York 




1853 


1. 


J^cob Beakley . . 


do 


do 







1862 


3. 


R S.Bryan .... 


.- Troy 


Rensselaer 




1857 


7. 


Amherst Childa . 


.- Waterloo 


Seneca 








1854 


5. 


Lyman Clary 


-- Syracuse 


Onondaga . 


• . . . 


1852 


3. 


Abijah P. Cook . 


. - Hudson 


Columbia . 





1865 


2. 


Samuel S. Guy.. 


.. Brooklyn...^.- 


Kings - 




k - - . 


1855 


7, 


M. M. Matthews 


- . Rochester 


Monroe . . . , 





1856 


5. 


Erastus A. Mung 


jer Waterville 


Oneida 





. ■ . . 


1864 


1. 


Henry D. Paine . 


.• New York 


New York 




1863 


5. 


Ethan A. Potter. 


-- Oswego 


Oswego -. 


- . . . 


1861 


7. 


Horatio Bobinson 


. - Auburn 


Cayuga 





1866 


2. 


Fed'l Vanderburgh Khinebeck 


Dutchess - 


■ . . . 


1851 


1. 


Isaac M.Ward.. 


.. New York 


New York. 





1850 




List 


OP Vice Pbesidents. 








Dia. 


Nunt. 


Reaidenoe and Coontj 


r. 


Offlee. 


Teu. 


3. 


Dr. *Henry Adams. . . 


Cohoes, Albany ... 




1st V. P. 1854 




do 


do 




2d 


do 


1856 


1. 


AlonzoS. Ball... 


New York, New York.... 


3d 


do 


1850 




do 


do do 





1st 


do 


1852 


1. 


Benj. F. Bowers. . 


do do 





2d 


do 


1865 


1. 


Josiah Bowers 


do do 


■• . . . 


2d 


do 


1854 


7. 


C. Wm. Boyce... 


Auburn, Cayuga.. 




2d 


do 


1863 


3. 


•RS. Bryan 


Troy, Rensselaer . 




2d 


do 


1850 




do 


do do 




2d 


do 


1855 


7. 


Durfee Chase 


Palmyra, Wayne . 




1st 


do 


1850 




do . .... 


do do - . 




3d 


do 


1852 


5. 


Lyman Clary 


Syracuse, Onondaga 


Ist 


do 


1851 


3. 


•T. H. Cobum 


Hudson, Columbia 




2d 


do 


1852 


4. 


Edgar B. Cole.. - 


Waterford, Saratoga 


3d 


do 


1866 


3. 


Abijah P. Cook . . 


Hudson, Columbia 




Ist 


do 


1857 


3. 


Simeon A. Cook . 


Troy, Rensselaer . 




Ist 


do 


1861 


4. 


Benj, F. Cornell. 


Moreau Station, Saratoga. . 


1st 


do 


1865 


8. 


AsaS. Couch 


Fredonia, Chautauq 


[ua 


3d 


do 


1863 




do 


do do 





3d 


do 


1864 


2. 


Samuel S. Guy. . . 


Brooklyn, Kings .. 




2d 


do 


1853 




do 


do do .. 




1st 


do 


1864 
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Diflt. Name. 

.5. Dr. tF. Humphre3(8.- 

8. Lor'zo M. Kenyon 

8. E. Lewis % 

7. M. M. Matthews.. 
5. A. R Morgan . *. . . 
5. Erastus A. Munger 

8. Cornelius Ormes. 
1. John C. Peters . ^ . 

1. J. M. Quinn 

2. E. T. Richardson. 

3. WilHam S. Searle 
3. David Springsteed 
5. Wm. B. Stebbins- 
8. *N. H. Warner ... 
5. Lucien B. Wells . 

do 
do 

1. do 

8. A. R. Wright 

do 

2. William Wright-. 



Residenoo and Connty» 

New York 

Buffalo, Erie 

do 

Rochester, Monroe , . 

Syracuse, Onondaga 

Waterville, Oneida 

Jamestown, Chautauqua .. 

New York, New York 

do do 

Brooklyn, Kings 

Troy, Rensselaer 

Albany/ Albany 

Little Falls, Herkimer 

Buffalo, Erie 

Utica, Oneida 

do do 

do do .- 

do do 

Buffalo, Erie... 

do 

Brooklyn, Kings 



Offlee. 

2d do 

3d do 

3d do 

1st do 

2d do 

2d do 

3d do 

3d do 

Ist do 

3d do 

3d do 

3d do 

2d do 

1st do 

3d do 

8d do 

2d do 

Ist do 

2d do 

1st do 

Ist do 



Tear. 
1853 

1866 
1851 
1855 
1864 
1862 
1861 
1857 
1856 
1854 
1862 
1855 
1866 
1853 
1853 
1856 
1857 
1866 
1861 
1862 
1863 



List of Segbetabies. 

Dr. Henry D. Paine,.Sec New York.. New York co.. 1850-57 

H. M. Paine, Reo. Sec. . Albany Albany co 1861-66 

H. B. Fellows, C. Sec. . . Sennett Cayuga co 1864-66 

List of Treasurebs. 

Dr. Henry D. Paine New York. . New York co. . 1850-56 

James W. Cox Albany Albany co 1857-61 

Lucien B. Wells Utica Oneida co 1862-65 

John S. Delavau Albany Albany co 1866 

List .of Censobs. 

Dr. Alonzo S. Ball New York 1862. 

Henry Beakley Peekskill 1861,1862. 

Jacob Beakley New York 1853-55, 1863, 1865. 

Alfred H. Beers . . . Buffalo 1865. 

H.Bennett Rochester 1852-57. 

D.F. Bishop Lockport 1862-64, 1866. 

Benj. F. Bowers... New York 1863. 

C. William Boyce-. Auburn 1861-62. 

*R. S.Bryan Troy 1852-57. 

H.H. Cator 1854-57. 

Durfee Chase Palmyra 1854-57. 

Amherst Childs Waterloo 1852-53. 

Lyman Clary Syracuse 1862-63,1865. 

Simeon A. Cook... Troy.... 1852-57, 1862-63,1865. 



t Expelled from the Booietj. 
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Dr. James W. Cox... i. Albany 1864-1866. 

B€nj.*!F. Cornell. -- Moreau Station. 1861-62. 

AsaS. Couch Fredonia 1861-62. 

•J. T. Curtiss New York 1852. 

John S. Delavan . . . Albany 1868-65. 

Bernhardt Fincko - Brooklyn 1864. 

M. M. Gardner.... Holland Patent. 1864-1866. 

Egbert Guernsey . . New York 1865. 

Samuel S. Guy Brooklyn 1853-55. 

W. Henry Hoyt ... Syracuse 1862, 1864, 1866. 

F.W.Hunt New York 1862. 

E. H. Hurd Rochester 1862. 

E. Darwin Jones. . . Albany 1852-57, 1862-63, 1865. 

Benj. F. Joslin New York 1856-57, 1864, 1866. 

Lorenzo M. Kenyon Buffalo 1863. 

Stephen R. Kirby . . New York 1852-55. 

Geo. W. Lewis Buffalo 1862-63,1865. 

Cornelius Ormes Jamestown 1863-65-66. 

Saml. J. Pearsall . . Saratoga 1864-66. 

Ethan A. Potter... Oswego 1863-65, 1866 

Jonas C. Raymond- Utica 1853-55, 1862-63, 1865. 

E. T. Richardson.- Brooklyn 1852-53, 1856-57,1862, 

1863, 1865, 

H. Robinson, sen Auburn 1852-57. 

H. Robinson, jr do 1856-57. 

William S. Searle . Troy 1851-62, 1866. 

David Springsteed- Albany 1862. 

Thomas F. Smith.- New York 1861-62. 

Henry M. Smith. . . do 1864. 

D.D.Smith do 1866. 

•S. W. Stewart Utica 1852. 

William H. Watson do 1861-62. 

Lucien B. Wells. . . do 1852-57. 

P. P. Wells Brooklyn 1852. 

J. Ralsey White... New York 1861-62. 

A. R. Wright Buffalo 1864-66. . 

•Clark Wright Brooklyn 1856-57. - 

Albert Wright do 1866. 

MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

Dr. E. A. Hunger, Lucien B. Wells and Horace M. Paine. ..- 1861 

E. A. Hunger, Lucien B. Wells and Horace H. Paine 1862 

Lester H. Pratt, E. Darwin Jones, R. C. Hoffat, Henry 

Hinton and Horace H. Paine , 1863 

Lucien B. Wells, A. R Horgan and Horace H. Paine 1864 

Horace H. Paine, Lester H. Pratt and James W. Cox 1865 

H. Robinson, L. B. Wells, W. B. Stebbins, E. B. Cole, H. 

H. Paine, H. B. Fellows, J. S. Delavan 1866 

* DeooMcd. 
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MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLICATION. 

Dr. Henry D. Paine, William H. Watson and James W. Cox. . 1863 
Horace M. Paine, Henry D. Paine and E. Darwin Jones. - 1864 
Horace M. Paine, Henry D. Paine and E. Darwin Jones. . 1865 
H. M. Paine, E. D. Jones, J. Beakley, H. D. Paine, T. 

Dwight Stow 1866 



ARTICLE LXXXV. 

TABLE OP ANNUAL AND REGULAR MEETINGS OP COUNTY 
HOMCEOPATHIC MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 

January*— First Wednesday. Erie county, annual meetmg. 
Hahnemaiin Academy, monthly meeting. 
^ Rensselaer county, annual meeting. Other meetings 

at the call of the president. 
Second Tuesday. Albany county, annual meeting. 
Second Wednesday. New York county, monthly meeting. 
Third Wednesday. Washington county, semiannual 

meeting. 
Last Wednesday. Westchester county, annual meeting; 
semi-annual meeting at such time and place as may be 
determined upon at the annual meeting. 
February — First Wednesday. Erie county, monthly meeting. 
Hahnemann Academy, monthly meeting. 
Second Tuesday. Homoeopathic Medical Society of the 
State of New York 
. Second Wednesday. New York county, monthly meeting. 
March — First Wednesday. Erie county, monthly meeting; 
Hahnemann Academy, monthly meeting. 
Second Tuesday. Cayuga county, quarterly meeting. 
Second Wednesday. New York county, monthly meeting. 
Second Thursday. Homoeopathic Medical Society of Cen- 
tral New York, quarterly meeting. 
April — First Tuesday. Di^tchess county, semi-annual meeting. 
First Wednesday. Erie county quarterly meeting. 

Hahnemann Academy, monthly meeting. 
Second Tuesday. Albany county, quarterly meeting. 
Second Wednesday. New York county, monthly meeting. 
May — ^First Tuesday. Onondaga county, annual meetiAg. 
Columbia cftunty, semi-annual meeting. 
First Wednesday. Hahnemann Academy, monthly meting. 
Second Tuesday. Bjngs county, annual meeting. Adjourned 

monthly meetings are held frequently. 
Second Wednesday. New York county, monthly meeting. 
Time indefinite. Ulster county, annual meeting. 
June — ^First Tuesday. Wayne county, annual meeting. 

First Wednesday. Hahnemann Academy, monthly meeting. 
Ontario county, semi-annual meeting. 
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June — Second Tuesday, Cayuga county, annual meeting. 
Livingston county, annual meeting. 
Oswego county, annual meeting, in the city of Oswego. 
Second Wednesday. New York county, monthly meeting. 
Otsego county, annual meeting. 
Washington county annual meeting. 
Second Thursday. Homoeopathic'Medical Society of Central 

New York, annual meeting. 
Third Tuesday. Broome county, semi-annual meeting. 

Chautauqua county, annual meeting. Other meetings 

at the call of the president. 
Chemung couutyj semi-annual meeting. 
Oneida county, semi-annual meeting. 
Rensselaer county, semi-animal meeting. 
Fourth Tuesday. Madison county, annual meeting. 
July — First Wednesday. Erie county, quarterly meeting. 
Hahnemann Academy, monthly meeting. 
Second ^uesday. Albany county, quarterly meeting. 
HomcBopathic Medical Society of Northern New York, annual 
meeting, at Saratoga Springs. 
Second Wednesday. New York county, monthly meeting. 

Saratoga county, annual meeting. 
August — Fif st Wednesday. Hahnemann Academy, monthly meeting. 
Second Wednesday. New York county, monthly meeting. 
September — ^First Wednesday. Hahnemann Academy, monthly 
meeting. 
Second Tuesday. Cayuga county, quarterly meeting. 
Second Wednesday. New York county, monthly meeting. 
Second Thursday. Homceopathic Medical Society of 
Central New York, quarterly meeting. 
October — First Tuesday. Columbia county, annual meeting. 
Dutchess county, annual meeting. 
Livingston county, semi-annual meeting. 
Oswego county, semi-annual meeting. 
First Wednesday. Erie county, quarterly meeting. 

Hahnemann Academy, monthly meeting. 
Second Tuesday. Albany county, quarterly meeting. 
Second Wednesday. New York county, monthly meeting. 
Onondaga county, semi-annual meeting. 
Third Tuesday. Broome county, annual meeting. 

Oneida county, annual meeting, in the city of Utica.41 
Rensselaer county, annual meeting. 
Third Wednesday. Ontario county, annual meeting. 
November — First Wednesday. Erie county monthly meeting. 
y Hahnemann Academy, monthly meeting.. , 

Second Tuesday. Kings county, semi-annqal meeting. 

Adjourned monthly meetings are held frequently. 
Second Wednesday. New York coi^nty, aijnu^l meeting, 
[Assem. No. 190.] 28 1 
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December — First Tuesday. Wayne county semi-annual meeting. 
First Wednesday. Erie county, monthly meeting. 

Hahnemann Academy, annual meeting. 
Second Tuesday. 'Cayuga county, quarterly meeting. 

Chemung county, annual meeting. 
Second Wednesday. New York county, monthly meeting.. 
Second Thursday. Homceopathic Medical Society of 

Central New York, quarterly meeting. 
Time .indefinite. Otsego county, semi-annnal meetings 
Monroe county, semi-annual meeting. 
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Onondaga County Medical Society, by Dr. W. Henry Hoy t 346^ 
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analysis of the water supplied by the 152 

Allopathic intolerance 318, 319, 321, 379 

officials, unfair treatment of Dr. Charg6 321 

results of treatment of cholera 108, 118, 165, 251 

of pneumonia 110, 119' 
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^ resolutions adopted by the Onondaga County Medical Society 346. 

^ by the Wayne County Medical Soeiety 412 

statement relative to, addressed to the homoeopathic medical profession... 115, 133, 411 
Barlow, Dr. S. B. See Contibutors, list of. 

Basis of treatment, remarks relating to the 171^ 

Belladonna, tozioologioal effects of 19& 

Benedict, Dr. H. S. See Contributors, list of. 

Blood, constituents of <. . . . 215 

Board of Health and homoeopathy 8, 13, 14, 130, 315 

in Brooklyn, action of in reference to epidemic cholera 239^253 

Bond Street Homoeopathic Dispensary, Eleventh Annual Report of 295 

Boyee, Dr. C. W. See Contributors, list of. 

Broome County Homoeopathic Medical Society, Report and Proceedings of 166. 

Brown, Dr. T. L. See Contributors, list of. 

Bnichhausen, Dr. C. See Contributors, list of. 
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Cancer aad QMrosis, case of. *. 3t:6 

of th-<(f face, ease of .* 413 

<?aae illusbraliag the importance of observing hygienic laws in the treatment of chronic 

diseases ..•^. 160 

Caynga County Medical Society, Report and Proceedings of 169 

t^eneors elected at the 1 5th Annual Meeting of the State Medical Society 16 

list of, elected annually from 1850 to 1H66 .^ 446 

"Central New York, Homceopathio Medieal Society of, Report and Proceedings of 229 

Cephalagta, periodical, case of 339 

Chaffee, Dr. D. I., se« « Contributors," I>st of. 

Chamomilla, utilitT of , in the treatment of condylomata 185 

Characteristic '^nd Pathogmonic Symptoms 184 

Charge, Dr., of Marseilles, trial of I{4>maeopathic treatment 32 1 

Chautauqua County Medical Society, Report of rr. . • 198 

Chemung County Medical Society, Report and proceedings of 199 

Chloroform, utility of in Obstetric Practice 12, 258 

Cholera, Epidemic, allopathic treatment unsuccessful 106, 119, 162, 245, 250, 374, 410 

allopathic testimony to the efficacy of homoeopathic treatment, 106, 119, 161, 317, 374, 410 

and the Board of Health 239-53, 315 

atmospheric causes of 153 

causes of, affecting the nervous and digestive systems 1 57 

clinical cases of 134, 414 

diet, during treatment of 160 

"discussion relating to causes, symptoms and treatment 239-53 

homoeopathic treatment, success of 106, 119, 134, 158, 161, 245, 316, .374, 410, 417 

by Dr. Van Lennep, of Smyrna 163, 245 

resolutions adopted by the Wayne County Medical Society 410 

<' Specifics," so called, use of injurious 136 

symptoms and treatment of 158, 242 

Circular, issued by the Secretaries of the State Medical Society • 423 

Classification of counties, with reference to the election of delegates 433 

Cleft palate, anatomy of 44 

essay entitled, by Dr. Wm. Tod Helmuth 33 

Clinical medicine, committees on ITy 424 

Coffea, in the treatment of odontalgia 418 

Congestion of the brain, case of 335 

Columbia County Medical Society, Report of '. > 204 

Committees, appointed at the Annual Meeting of the State Society 16, 423 

appointed oy Coubty Medical Societies, see respective names. 

on Epidemics, Report of 120 

on Life Insurance, Report of 94 

on Materia Medica, Report of 125 

Communications and Reports presented at the Annual Meeting of the State Society...*. 10 

Condylomata, prescription for, by Dr. Hahnemann ■ , 185 

Connecticut State Hom. Medical Society, Report of delegates to the 122 

Contributors to this volume, list of: 

Barlow, Dr. S. B., Memoir of the late Dr. Sherrill 311 

Beakley, Dr. J., Report orClinical cases 12 

Benedict, Dr. H. S. Report of Clinical cases 201 

Boyce, Dr. C. W., Report on Epidemics r. « . . . . 190 

Brown, Dr. T. L., Report of a case from practice 166 

Bruchhansen, Dr. C, case of Pemphigus.... .• 369 

Chaffee, Dr. D. I., case of Necrosis and Cancer 356 

Cook, Dr. A. P., Inaugural Address I 

Cox, Dr. J. W., case of Cholera... « 135 

Cropper, Dr. C, paper entitled " Specialty in Medicine " 67 

Dunham, Dr. C, Address, entitted, "Retrospect" 172 

paper, entitled, ** Pathognomonic and Characteristic Symptoms " 184 

Fanning, Dr. T. C, paper entitled, <* Lithium Garbonicum *' . . . •• 419 

paper entitled, * < Coffea in the Treatment of Odontalgia " 418 

Fellows, Dr. H. B., Circular issued by the Secretaries of the State Society- 423 

Foote, Dr. B. T., Remarks at the Annual Meeting of the State Society 6 

Foote, Dr. J. H., Report entitled, "Case of Diphtheritic Metritis" 371 

Gardner, Dr. M. M., Report entitled, "Stomatitis" 338 

Qoedecke, Dr. L., Report of Clinical caseA 413 

Gould, Hon. John Stanton, Address entitled, " Insanity " 19 

Gregg, Dr. S., record of results of Private Practice 78 

Gregg, Dr. R. R., paper entitled "Consumption and Kindled. Maladies" 209 

Guernsey, Dr. E., address before the New York County Medical Society 268 

lyddress before the Ulster County Medical Society 388 

Guy, Dr. S. 8., paper, entitled " Chloroforni in Obstetric Practice" 258 

Halo, Dr. E. M., paper, entitled " Uloeratioo of theOs and Cervix Ut^ri" 60 

Heath, Dr. B. R., Report, entitled " Mercurius Corrosivus " 328 

report on Materia Medica • 126 

Helmuth, Dr. Wm. Tod, paper, entiUed "Cleft P»l»ie" 33 
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Hojt, Dr. W^. Uenr^, Address before the Onondaga County Medical Society ...«..•• .345 

paper, entitled ^* Poisontn*; by Vulcanised Rubber" S49 

Hunt, Dr. F. W., paper, entitled << Sanguinaria" , 273 

Jackson, Dr. W. F., remarks at the annual meeting of the State Society 6 

James, Dr. B. W., paper, entitled ** Prurings of Protoxyd of Nitrogen" 72 

Joslin, Dr. B. F., paper, entitled "Insanity treated at the Home of the Patient".. 287 

Lippc, Dr. Adolph, paper, entitled *< Hsomorrhage in Typhus Fever" il4 

Morgan, Dr. A. R., Report on Life Insurance 94 

paper, entitled <* Lepra vulgaris trith Eccema" • 332 

report on Epidemics 1 20 

Paine, Dr. H. D., Report, as delegate to Massachusetts Horn. Medical Society 10 

Paine, Dr. H. M., Report of a case of cholera 134 

paper, entitled << Epidemic Cholera" 15$ 

circular issued by the Secretaries «f the State Society 423 

Pearsall, Dr. S. J., Report, entitle! << Diphtheria in Saratoga County " 385 

Quick, Dr. T., « Histdrical Sketch of Homoeopathy in Ulster County" 399 

Randel) Dr. Wm. H., Report of a case of sporadic cholera 135 

Raymond, Dr. J. C, case of congestion of the brain 335 

Report of eases of dropsy 337 

Searle, Dr. Wm. S., <'< Historical Sketch of Homoeopathy in Rensselaer County". .. 377 

Report as delegate to the Connecticut State Medicsl Society 122 

Slebbins, Dr. Wm. B., paper, entitled << Periodical Cephalalgia " 3.39 

Smith, Dr. E. P. K., Report, entitled '< Tozicological Effects «f Belladonna" 195 

report, entitled *' Treatment of Diphtheria " •. 195 

Talbot, Dr. I. T., paper, entitled «« Tracheotomy in Orou>" 80 

Wells, Dr. L. B., Treasurer's Report, presented at thelaeeting of Ae State Society, 4 
Woodbury, Dr. W. L., paper, entitled "Nitric acid ki the treatment of Headache" 355 

Wiight, Dr. Wm., Report as delegate to the Connecticut StaU Medical Society 123 

Report, clinical oases 253 

Tounglove, Dr. John, record of a post mortem examination 382 

Constitution c f the State Medical Society 427 

Consumption and Kindred Diseases 209 

Correspondence, committees on 17> 424 

Counties, elassiflcation of .... 433 

Cox, Dr. J. W. See Contributors, list of. 
Cropper, Dr. C. See Contributors, list of. 

Croton water, analysis of , 145 

Croup, case of ^ 265 

Tracheotomy in the treatment of. 80 

Cure, great law of 300 

L'elegates appointed at the annual meeting of the State Society 18 

appointed by County Medical Societies, Hst ef. See names of respective counties*. 439 

to the Connecticut State Medical Society, Report of 122 

to the Massachusetts State Medical Society, Report of 10 

Digitalis, utility of, in the treatment of hydrocele 12 

Diphtheria in Saratoga county 385 

treatment of ^ 195 

Diphtheretic metritis, case of. 371 

Dispensary, Bond Street Homoeopathy, Report of % 295 

Homoeopathic, in Troy, organisation of 373 

Now York Homoeopathic, Report of 300 

Districts, judicial, list of 424,440-444 

senatorial, list of 439 

Dose, semarks having reference to the question of the • 177 

small, influence of, illustrated 395 

Dropsy, utility of apis in the treatment of 125 

case of 337 

Drugs, curative action of, upon the system 391 

provings, remarks having reference to 189 

Dunham, Dr. C. See Contributors, list of. 

Dutchess County Medical Society, Report of 205 

Dysentery, epidemic in Cayuga county, Report oii>. 190 

epidemic in Onondaga county, Report on 1 20 

report on and treatment of 253 

utility of mercurius corrosi^rus in the treatment of 121 

Eosema, case of 332 

Epidemic Cholera, paper entitled • 15S 

dysentery in Cayuga county, report-on 190 

in Onondaga county. Report on 120 

Epidemics, committees on, appointed at the ibe^ng of the State Society 17, 424 

Committees on appointed by County Societies. See respective names. 

Erie County Medical Society, Report and proceedings of 206 

K?sBy on Cleft Palate, by Dr. Wm. Tod. Helmuth 33 

Europe and America, increase of homceopathy in 112 

Uomosopathic hospitals in. 112 



Digitized by 



Googk 



INDEX. 453 

VAGZ 

Executive Committee, appointment of, at the meeting of the State Society lb, 447 

Fanning, Dr. G. C. See Contributors, list of. 
Fellows, Dr. H. B. See Contributor?, list of. 

Five Points Hoase of Industry, Report of 803 

Foote, Dr. B. T. See Contributors, list of. 
Foote, Dr. J. H. See Contributors, list of. 
Gardner, Dr. M. M, See Contributors, list of. 

General Provident Life Ins. Co., reduction of premium to practical homoeopathists 114 

Goedecke, Dr. L. See Contributors, list of. 

Gould, Hon. John Stanton, address, entitled ** Insanity " 19 

Gregg, Dr. R. R. See Contributors, list of. 

Dr. Samuel. See Contributors, list of. 
Guernsey, Dr. E. See Contributors, list of.. 
Guy, Dr. S. S. See Contributors, list of. 
Hale, Dr. E. M. See Contributors, list of. ' 

Hard palate, anatomy of • • • * 35 • 

Hsdmorrboids, utility of saliz purpurea in the treatment of 127 

case of , 257 

Hsemoptisis, case of • • 414 

Hesmorrhage in typhus fever. 414 

^Hahnemann Academy of Medicine, Report of ....•• 228 

Life Insurance Company • ..•• 115 

prescription for condylomate by « 185 

Health Bill, discussion having reference to the. • 8 

resolution, adopted at the meeting of the State Society 13 

memorial, adopted at the meeting of the State Society, addressed to the Governor.. 14 
statement showing the importance of impartial legislation having reference to the two 

rival medical schools 181 

resolutions adopted by the Albany County Medical Society • 130 

Heath, Dr. E. R. See Contributors, list of. 

Headache, nitric acid in the treatment of .^ ••• 365 

Helmnth, Dr. Wm. Tod. See Contributors, list of. 

Historical sketch of the origin and progress of homoeopathic prineiples k 172 

of the introduction and progress of homoeopathy in Rensselaer county. 377 

in Ulster county 899 

Homoeopathic doses, curative, although small • 395 

influence of, illustrated • 396 

Dispensary in Troy, organiiati^ of 873 

Hospitals in Europe, number of 112 

law of cure, one of three principles in medicine 895 

scientific character of 398 

reasonableness v/f 893 

Medical Examiners, appointment of by Life Insurance companies 95 

profession, circular addressed to 116, 428 

Society of pentral New York, Report and proceedings •€.... 229 

of Northern New York, Report of 284 

principles, allopathic testimony to the troth of 179, 183 

school, antiquity of , 398 

legal status of 131 

Medical Society of the State of New Tork : 

Constitution and By-Laws 427 

list of honorary members 4, 435 

permanent membefU .< 4, 436 

oflicers elected at the Fifteenth Annual Meeting 16, 445, 448 

members present at the Fifteenth Annual Meeting 2 

proceedings of the Fifteenth Annual Meeting 1 

reports and communications presented at the Annual Meeting ^ , 10 

system of medicine, influence of, upon the allopathic 399 

treatment. Life Insurance Companies discriminating in faror of 406 

of cholera, success of. See Cholera. 

of rinderpest, success of 114 

superiority of, over allopathic, general diseases 101, 119, 898 

nneumonia • 110, 119 

^phus fever 108, 119 

yellow fever 105, 119 

a new test , 117 

Homoeopathy and allopathy, principles common to both syAems, and points of disagree- 
ment 892 

and life insurance. See Life Insurance. 

and the Board of Health. See Board of Health. 

and the Marshall Infirmary, plea for the introduction of. « 874 

historieal sketch of 172, 425 

in Rensselaer county.. 377 

• in Ulster county «, • 899 

increase of, in Europe and America •••« ,..,>..•.• 112 



Digitized by 



Googk 



454 STATE HOMCEOPATHIC MEDICAL SOCIETT. 

PAOK. 

Homoeopathy, reaaonablenois of • ••• 390 

theory of 390 

veterinary, snooess of 113 

Honorary memberfl .%... 4, 17^ 435 

Hospitals in Europe, Homoeopathic • • 113 

Hoyt, Dr. Wm. Henry. See Contributors, list of. 
Hunt, Dc. F. W. See Contributors, list of. 

Hydrocele, oared by digitalis • • • 12 

Hydrastis, utility of, in the treatment of an uloer 12 

Hygienic laws, importance of observing, in the treatment of ohf onio diseases 166 

Impurities in water supplied to the city of Albany • 137 

Induced abortion, discussion showing the prevalence of • • 9 

Infirmary Association, New York Woman's, Report of 306 

Insanity, address entitled, by Hon. J. Stanton Gould * • 19 

treated at the home of the patient • 287 

Insurance companies. See Life Insurance. 

Jackson, Dr. Wm. F., remarks at the annual meeting .«••• 6 

Jamesy Dr. B. W. See Contributois, list of. 

Journals, Homoeopathic, number of ^ 112 

Joslin, Dr. 3. F. See Contributors, list of. 

Judicial districts, list of 424, 440 

Kings County Medical Society, R^rt and proceedings of 236 

and the Board of Health 239, 318 

Legislation, having reference to tne two rival systems of medical praetiee should be 

impartial 131 

Lepra vulgaris, case of . • 332 

Life Insurance Companies, Atlantic Mntnal, of Albany • 115 

General Provident, of London 114 

Hahnemann, of Cleveland > •••• 115 

action of, in regard to the appointment of medical examiners .' • 95 

discriminating in favor of homoeopathio treatment 115, 116, 133, 233, 346, 406, 412 

resolutions in support of 133, 233, 346, 412 

action of the Albany County Medical Society 132 

Lippe, Dr. Adolph. See Contributors, list of. 

Lithium oarbonioum, in the treatment of Uterine Disease 419 

Livingston County Medical Society, Report and proceedings of. ...«...> *«••••• 262 

Madison County Medical Society, Report of..... • « • 264 

Marshall Infirmary, plea for the introduction of homoeopalj^io treatment into 374 

Massachusetts Homoeopathic Medical Society, Report of Dr. H. D. Paine, delegate to. .. 10 

Materia Medica, committees on • 17, 423 

arrangement of «••• 189 

report on 328 

Medical Journals, Homoeopathio, number of • .^ 112 

Medical Societies, importance of sustaining 382, 427 

list of county. See respective names • 440 

Meetings of county medical societies, table of annual and regular 448 

Members of county medical societies. See names of respective county medical societies. 

of the State Society present at the annual meeting 3 

honorary, 435 ; permanent, 436. 
Memorial, having refeience to the appointment of the Sanitary Commission, addressed 

to the Governor ..••• 14 

Memoir of the late Dr. Sherrill 311 

Mercurius oorrosivus, utility of in the treatment of dysentery 121 

Metritis, diphtheritic, case of ,j 371 

Monroe County Medical Society, Report of 265 

Morgan, Dr A. R. See Contributors, list of. 

Mortality Statistics. See Allopathic and Homoeopatbio treatment. 

Necrosis and cancer, case of • • • 366 

New York County Medical Society, Report of 266 

and the Board of Health 315 

Homoeopathic Dispensary, Report of • 300 

Nitric 'cid in the treatment of headache • .« « 365 

Nitrous 9xyd, utility of as an aDsesthetic *»•,.*,* 72 

Nominees for honorary membership. «'..... 17, 436 

for permanent membership • 18, 438 

Obstetrics, practice, utility of chloroform in « ...l • 258 

Odontalgia, utility of ooiTea in the treatment of. ■•• .r.. • • 418 

Officers of the State Medical Soeiety » 16, 446 

delegates, committees and members of county medical societies. See names of 
respective county medical societies. 

Oneida County Medical Society, Report a&d proceedings of • 324 

Onondaga County Medical Society, Report and proceedings of 344 

Ontario County Medical Societv, Report and proceedings of •« • 353 

Oswego County Medical Society, Report and proceedings of 362 

Otsego County Medical Society, Report and proceedings of . . . A • . • • * « 368 



Digitized by 



Gdogk 



INDEX. 455 

PAOX 

Paine j Dr. H> D. See Contributors, list of. 
Paine, Dr. H. M. See Contributors, list of. 

Pathognomonic and eharaoteristic symptoms • •... • 184 

Pathology, value of, in the seleetion of remedies. 189 

Pathological and therapeutic powers of sanguinaria • 273 

Pearsall, Dr. S. J. See Contributors, list of :^85 

pemphigus, case of. 369 

Permanent Members, elected and nominated. . . i 4, 18, 435, 435 

petition addressed to the Governors of Marshall Infirmary 375 

addressed to Governor Fenton, by members of the State Society 14 

Phthisis pulmonalis and kindred maladies 209 

Poisoning by vulcanised rubber, ease of 349 

Polypus uteri, case of 413 

Post mortem examination of a gun-shot wound, reoord of '. 382 

Prices, schedule of, adopted by the Livingston County Medical Society • 262 

by the Ontario County Society • 361 

Proceedings of the 15th Annual Meeting of the State Society 1 

of County Medical Societies. See respective names. 

Protest of Dr. B. Fineke 10 

Provings of protoxyd of nitrogen (nitrons oxyd) • 72 

Publication, committee on 16, 448 

Pneumonia, superiority of homoeopathic over allopathic treatment •• 110> 119 

QuickC, Dr. Theodore. See Contributors, list of. » ' 

Randell, Dr. Wm. H. See Contributors, list of. 
Baymond, Dr. J. C. See Contributors, list of. 

Becording Secretary, payment of a salary to 11 

Becord of clinical cases, occurring in private practice 78 

of a post mortem examination 882 

Bemedies, rules for the selection of 189 

Bensselaer County Medical Society, Report and proceedings of 373 

History of the Introduction and Progress of Homoeopathy in 377 

Beports from County Medical Societies (see respective names) 425 

and communications presented at the 15tb Annual Meeting of the State Soeiety .... 10 

by Drs. Wright and Searle, Delegates to the Connecticut State Medical Soeiety 122 

by Dr. H. D. Paine, Delegate to the Massachusetts State Medical Soeiety 10 

of the committee on life insurance 94 

on epidemics in the fifth district 120 

on materia medica in the seventh district 125 

relating to Dr. Fincke's protest 10 

recommending the payment of a salary to the Recording Secretary II 

, of the Treasurer 4 

on epidemics in Cayuga county 190 

of the New York Woman's Infirmary Association • 306 

of diseases treated at the Five Points House of Industry 803 

of the Superintendent of Albany Water Works, abstract from 137 

of clinical cases. See names of respective diseases. 

Resolutions having reference to a Health Bill • • ••..• 13 

to Life Insurance. See Life Insurance. 

Retrospect, an address by Dr. C. Dunham • 172 

Rinderpest, superiority of homceopathie over allopathic treatment • 114, 251 

Saliz purpurea, utility of in the treatment of hsemorrhoids • 127 

Sanitary Commission, memorial having reference to the appointment of 14 

discussion having reference to • 8 

resolutions relating to, adopted by Albany Coanty Medical Society 130 

See Board of Health and Health Bill. 

Sanguinaria, pathological and therapeutic powers of 278 

Saratoga County Medical Society, Report|of 885 

Seabies, case of 413 

Searle, Dr. W. S. See Contributors, list of. 

Senatonal districts, list of 489 

Sherrill, Dr. H. memoir of 311 

Small pox, cases of 201 

Smith, Dr. E. P. K. See Contribntors, list of. 

Soft palate, anatomy of • 40 

Specialty in Medicine ^... 67 

Spontaneous ptyalism, case of •••...... • 257 

Staphyloraphy 46 

State Homoeopathic Medical Society. See Homoeopathic State Medical Society. 

Statistics, committee on 17 

of mortality, shjwing the relative superiority of homoeopathic over allopathic treat- 
ment. See Allopathic treatment and Homoeopathic treatment. 
Stebbins, Dr. W. B. See Contributors, list of. 

Stomatitis, case of 838 

Superiority of homoeopathic over allopathic treatment. See Allopathic treatment and 
Homoeopathic treatment. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



STATE HOMCEOPATHIC MEDICAL SOCIETT. 

PAOS 

SymptomB, objeotive and subjective •••• 185 

Pathognomonic and eharaoteristie 184 

Table of annual and regular meetings of county soeieties f AAS 

Talbot, Dr. I. T. See Contributors, list of. 

Tozieological efTects of belladonna ...• • 195 

Traefarotomj in croup ••... • 80 

Treasurer's Report 4 

Treatment, basis of . « 170 

of ulceration of cervix uteri 60 

see Allopathic treatment and Homoeopathic treatment. 

Typhus fever, hssmorrhage in • 414 

TJloeration of the cervex uteri, case of 60 

Ulster County Medical Society, Report and proceedings of 387 

Uterine diseases, lithium carb. in the treatment of 419 

Uterus, ulceration of the cervix, case of • «■ 60 

Veterinary homoeopathy, success of IIS 

Washington County Medical Society, Report of 407 

Water, analysis of, from Albany Water Works 152 

analysis of Groton water 146 

impurities in 137 

Wayne County Medical Society, Report and proceedings of • 408 

Wells, Dr. L. B., Treasurer, Report of 4 

Westchester County Medical Society, Rep'^rt and proceedings of 416 

Wright, Dr. Wm. See Contributors, list of 123 

Woodbuiy, Dr. W. L. See Contributors, list of. 

Yonn^Ure^ Dr. John. See Contributors, list of. ^ 



Digitized f)yVjOOQlC 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



